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P k O M T H E 


Earlieft Accounts to the Prefent Time. 


C H A P. LIL continued. 

The Hijlory 6f Rome^ from the Settlement of the 
Roman Empire to the Death of Nero ^ the laji 
of tite Family if the Ceefars^ 

I N the courfe of this Cxfonius f ?etus and Petronius Yr. of FI, 

Turpilianus Hting confuls, the Romans fufFered a dread- *410. 
ful daughter in Britain. Didius had been fucceeded in A- !>• 6z. 
that province by Veranius, a general of great 4'eputation, U. C. Bio- 
who meditated mighty projedsj which were all defeated J 

by his death. His place was filled by Suetonius Paulinus, affJrsin 
who had acquired great fame as a military commander, in Britain, 
being the firft Roman who had paiTed Mount Atlas in Af- 
rica, and penetrated to the banks of the Niger. His firil 
exploit in Britain was the conquefl: of Mona, or Anglefey^ 
an ifland feparated from the country of Wales by a narrow 
channel, over which he tranfpprtcd his infantry in flat-bot- 
tomed boats, while his cavalry pafled by fwimming. .Mont 
was the chief retreat of the Druids, who had their colleges 
and their facred groves, and here fixed the metropolitan 
feat of their religion. Suetonius found it would be im- 
poflible to fubdue the Britons effe£tually, while this mder 
of men fubhlled, to influence their condufl, and infpirc 
them with an enthunaftic love of liberty and independence. 

He therefore refolved to deftroy the feminary at once, and 
VoL. Xm. B extirpate 
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The Roman Hifiefy'. 

the dif^race of having excluded himfelf from a (hare in fuch 
an illuilrious aclion. xSuetoniuSj in order to prevent the 
Britons from reaiTembling their forces, laid walte the coun- 
try, and a dreadful famine enfued, by which great num-^ 
bers perlfhed. Neverthelefs, the wretched iflanders chofe 
rather to llarve upon their native hills, than eat the bread 
of lldvery ; and their reduflion was retarded by a quarrel 
M-hich broke out between Suetonius and the new procurator 
Julius ClalTicianus, which lall made fuch unfavourable re- 
|jorts of the general at Rome, that Nero fent over his freed- 
man, Polycletus, to take cognizance of the affair. Suetonius 
was recalled, andPetroniusTurpilianus appointed propraetor 
in his room. This olRcer, inftead of imitating the example of 
his predecelfor, whofe fe verities had rendered him odious 
to the natives, treated them with fuch mildnefs and huma- 
nity, that their refentments fubfided, and the revolted dates 
returned t^ their obedience. His adminidration gave fuch 
fatisfa£lion at Rome, that when he returned the fenate de- 
creed him triumphal honours : and his fuccelTor, Trebel- 
lius Maximus, purfuing the fame plan of condudf, the Bri- 
tons were gradually reconciled to the cudoms and manners 
of the Romans *. 

But to return to the tranfaffions at Rome : feveral per- 
fons of great didiiidlion were either degraded or banidied, 
for forging a vvill (A). Not loifg after, the death ^ of Peda- 
nius Sccuntlus, governor of Rome, murdered by a flavc of 
his own, occafioiied no fmall diiturbances in the city. Ac- 
cording to the ancient laws of Roiaie, all the Haves, who 
lived under the fame roof, were to be involved in the like 
penally with the ciiminal ; but fuch was, on this occaHon, 
the claiiioui: of the populace, zealous to fave fo many iiino- 


Dio, lib. Ixii. p. 706. Tacit, 
lib. XV. 

(A) Among tbefe was Aiito- 
niu:? Primus, oi whom w'e lhall 
fptaR in the reign of Vefpaiian, 
and Aliiiius Marceilus, defeend- 
ed uf an ilUidrious family, be^ 
ilig the great-gnindfon of the 
celebrated Alinius PoUio, and 
liimfclf without any other ble- 
nt ilh in his condect and man- 
ners, than tliar lie believed pu- 
vorty to be the grcatdl: ot evils, 
'file llluH riorum memory of his 
ancirnors, and the intrealics of 
ilie emperor, piDCured him an 


Anna). Jib. xiv. Tacit. Agric. 

exemption from tlie puniflnnent 
due to his crime. With the 
others privy to thefe detcHable 
praiffices'i was condemned, and 
interdiiflid Italy, one Valerius 
Ponticus, a pleader or advocate, 
for endeavouring to fave the 
criminals by the quibbles of the 
law; and it was decreed, that 
whoever fliould take a fee for 
fuch vile employment, fhould 
fuller the fame punilhment as 
one publicly condemned for ca- 
lumny. 


cent 
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cent lives, that it proceeded even to feditinii. The fenate 
tod was rent into parties, fome rejefting with great warmth 
fuch excellive rigour, while others voted againh any inno^ 
vation. After a long and warm debate, it was carried, that 
without companion for the number*of Haves, for the age of 
fome, for the fex of others, for the undoubted innocence 
of mod, they fliou"ld be all condemned to death, and exe- 
cuted. As they were no fewer than four hundred^ the po- 
pulace tumultuoufly aflembled, to prevent the execution of 
fo many innocent perfons : but Nero reprimanded them by 
an edifl:, and, with lines of foldiers, fecured the wayj 
^through which they were led to the place of execution; 
Cingonius Varro moved, that the freedmen alfo, who re- 
fided under the fame roof, fhould be for ever expelled Italy; 
but Nero oppofed that motion, urging, that (ince the rigour 
of the ancient cullom had not been foftened by mercy, it 
ought not to be heightened by cruelty 

In the following year P. Marius and L. Afiniu^ were con- 
fuls. During the adminidration of thefe confuls, the prx- 
tor Antidius, having compofed a poem replete with contu- 
melious inved^ives againd the prince, and read it to a nu- 
merous alTembly at a banquet in the houfe of Oflorius Sca- 
pula, was arraigned upon the law of niajedyby Coll'utianus 
Capito a law which, after a long difufe, was upon this 
occalion revived. Odorius declared before the fennte, 
when was called upon To give his evidence, that he knew 
nothing of the imputed crime | but the contrary tedimony 
of the other w'itnelTes being credited, Julius Marullus, con- 
ful ele£l, voted^tliat tlTe accufed diould be diveded of his 
przetorfliip, and put to death. Thrafea Fxtus, after high 
encomiums upon Nero, and many bitter inveiftives agaiud 
Antidius, argued, thacfince, under fuch an excellent prince, 
the fenate was, in its deciGoiis, governed by no influence 
or compulfion, and halters and executioners were longGiice 
banidied, the only punifhmeiit they could jnfliff, without 
bringing themfelves under the imputation of cruelty, and 
the times under that of infamy, was to conGfeate the edate 
of the criminal, ai^d conGne him to a folitary ifland.” The 
generous freedom pf Thrafea animated the other fenators, 
who came readily into his t)pinion, except a fmall num- 
ber of abandoned flatterers, among whom w^as tTie infa- 
mous fycophant Vitellius. The confuls, however, before 
they gave the lad fan£tion to the decree, thought it .idvifc- 
able to acquaint the emperor with their refolution ; who, 
after having long druggled between Ihame and refentment, 

Tacit. Ann, lib. xiv. cap. 42—45. 
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The Roman Hijlory. 

at laft anfwered, that lince Antiftius had, without anypro-i 
vacation, uttered fo many virulent invedlives againft the 
prince, it was the duty of the fenate to decree a punifh- 
,ment fuitable to the crifpe. However, as „he would cer- 
tainly have oppofed any rigorous fen tence, fo he would now 
by no means defeat their mercy : they nrught therefore de- 
termine as they thought bell ; and from hirp they had full 
liberty to'difeharge the criminal. 

From this aiifwer it plainly appeared, that the emperor 
v/as piqued ; but notwithftanding his difpleafure, neither 
-Thralea nor the other fenato'-s abandoned the meafures 
which they had approved. At the fame time Fabricius Vei-r 
ento was expelled Italy, for writing a fatire againft the fe- 
iiatc, and making traflick of the prince’s favour, by felling 
the great ollices of the Hate. His writings being condemn- 
ed to the flames, were, as Tacitus obferves, univerfully 
fought and lead, while it was difficult to find them, and 
dangerous lo keep them ; but v/hen every one was free to 
poflefs and perufe them, they funk into contempt and 
oblivion ^ 

The death This year died, to the qnfpeakable grief of all good men, 
vj' Burrhus, the celebrated Burrhus, one of the chief friends and fup- 
ports of the public; but whether by poifon or difeafeis not 
certainly known : the latter was imagined, bccaufe a fwel- 
ling in his throat gradually incruafed, till, by a total ftop- 
page of refpiration, he was fuflbeated. iSuetonius^ and Dio 
Caffius'* tell us, that Nero, haying promifed him a remedy 
againft his diftemper, fent him a ypnomous drug. It was 
a common report, that Burrhus, when the prince came to 
vifit him, turned his face another way, and, to his repeaU 
cd enquiries about his health, returned no other anfwer 
than this ; “lam well.’' The lofs of fo great and worthy 
a man was long regretted in Rome, as well from the me- 
mory of his own virtues, as from the different chara£icr of 
his joint fuccefTors ; for Nero appointed two captains of the 
praetorian guards, Fenius Rufus and Sofonius Tigellinus. 
The former was a man of great integrity, but indolent and 
The cha- an utter enemy to all bufinefs ; the other, infamous for 
rader ef Jewdnefs, cruelty, avarice, and all the moft flagrant iiii- 
Tigelliuus. quities,*but in high favour with Nero, and by him brought 
into power from a participation of all his fecret debauches 
and revels. 

One of the champions of virtue being now removed, the 
many wicked and evil counfellors who abounded in the 

( Tacit. Aiinal. lib. xiv* capi4S-*50. ^ Suet. cap. 35. « Dio, 

lib. lx. p. 706. 
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emperor’s court, attacked his friend Seneca, with niany Several 
criminal imputations ; namely, that he had already aajuireii char^fs 
wealth above the condition of a citizen, and was iiifatiaUlU hrtiu^ht 
accumulating more ; that fuch was the magnificence of hfe 
gardens, fuch Ihc fplendor of his*viJlds, that, in tbefe 
fiances of grandeur, he excelled even the emperor ; that he | 
was labouring to attach to his own perfon the veneration of 
the Roman people ; that he derided Nero's Ikill Jii manag- 
ing horfes, turned his voice into mockery whenever he fuiig, 
and to himfelf alone arrogated the praife and pcrfe£lion of 
eloquence : they added, that Nero was no longer a chilp^ 
and therefore ought now to begin to reign, to clirmifs his 
pedagogue, and to be governed by more famous tutors, his 
glorious anceftors, Seneca was not ignorant of the efforts 
of his enemies ; therefore, finding the emperor had with- 
drawn his ufual affability, and fhewed himfelf daily more 
and more referved tow^ards him, he begged an audience. 

Having obtained this favour, he befought the# emperor to Hehegt 
allow him to retire, and apply himfelf wdiolly to the culti- 
vation of his mind, and to the ftudy of philofophy ; intrent- 
ing him, at the fame time, to accept of his immenfe wealth, 
his flately villas and gardens, and his ample poffclTions, 
which were too great rewards for the fmall fcrvice he had 
rendered him, and adminiflercd freili fuel to the raging 
envy of his enemies. 

NercPrcplied, that he ftill flood in great need of ihe wife Nero'jdi^ 
rules, wholefomc coiinfels, and ufeful precepts, with which ceujul 
he had afliiled his infancy and youth ; aud therefore could 
not, by any means, gPant him his requefl. “ As to your 
gardens, feats, and wealth (faid he), there are many favou- 
rites, no way equal to you in worthy accompljflimcnt.;, ilif- 
tinguifhed with larger poffcflious. I bluQi to quote freeri- 
men, who arc eftcemed more wealthy than you ; aud arn 
afliamed that one, who is dear to me above all others, docs 
not yet furpafs all others in fortune. If jiou forfake your 
prince, and to him furremier your wealth, the treafure re- ' 
turned will be aferibed, not to your moderation, but to my 
rapacioufnefs, anc^ your retreat to the dread of my c*rut.ity 
But fuppofe this difintereftednefs of your's, this contcmjn of 
riches, oe generally applauded, yet fiirely it will rjjiledl^uo 
honour upon a wife man to feek glory iVofn a proceeding 
which muft unavoidably bring infamy upon his fiicud.*’ 

To thefe words he added kiffes and embraces, fvv-earing fe- 
feveral times, in the mod folemii manner, that he would 
rather perifli a thoufand times than fufferhim to be injured. 

Seneca returned him thanks for his kindnefsami geiiero- 
fity \ but neverthelefs altered his former condu£l, received 
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Hi a*voids few viGts at home, avoided an^ train of attendance abroad^ 
tht courU appeared feldom in public, as if he were confined to 

h^s houfe by ill health or the lludy of philofophy. The re-;* 
^^reat of Seneca doubled ^he authority of T^ellinus, who, 
diving artfully into the fecret fears of the prince, and finding 
that he chiefly dreaded Plautus and Sylla,,the one lately re- 
moved into the Ea.(lj the other into Gaul, perfuaded him to 
put them <both to death, hoping to bear a (till greater fway 
with the emperor, by thus feeming to confult his peace and 
S^llaput to i^curity. Sylla was difpatched while he was at table, without 
dtath. any apprehenfion of danger, by aflafiins, who, in fix days, 
arrived exprefs at Marfeilles, to which city he had been 
confined. When bis head was prefented to Nero, its un- 
timely hoarinefs is faid to have moved him to unbecoming 
jells and derifion. The fentence awarded againfi Plautus 
was not fo fuccefsfully concealed : Lucius Antiftius, his 
father-in-law, receiving private notice of it, difpatched a 
freedman of his own, who, outfailing the fatal centurion, 
brought him from his mailer the following advice ; that he 
ihould take care to Ihun a cowardly death ; that he had yet 
leifure to efcape, and could not fail to find compaflion from 
all worthy and generous men ; that, if he Had once repulfed 
the fixty foldiej's (for fo many were fent to riifpatch him), 
he might then, while the tidings were tranfmitting to Ne- 
ro, profecute many fchemes, l^^y the foundation of a 
war ; at leall, he had nothing more dreadful to fufrer after 
a brave rcfillancc than what he mult fulFer by a cowardly 
acquiefcciice. Plautus, npt moved thefe confiderations, 
chofe rather to die than to preferye his life by kindling a 
civil war ; fo that the aflralTms, finding him quite unpre- 
PFaufus pared for any rcliHance, murdered him in the middle of the 
pxzdmd. day before Pelago the dunuch, who was, by Nero, fet over 
the centurion and his band. Afterwards, he wmte letters 
to the fenate, in which he inveighed with great bitternefs 
againll Sylla tfiid Plautus ; but took no notice of their 
death. However, the fenate, pcrfeflly acquainted with 
whatiiad happened, decreed procelTions, appointed (hanks 
to be publicly returned to the gods, and degraded Sylla and 
Plautus from the dignity of^ fenator^. c Nero perceiving, 
frbm th^ decree of the fenate, that his mpfl flagrant ini- 
quities pafTcd for commendable aflions, divorced O^avia 
mar- without delay, alleging that Ihe was barren, and married 
n>.' pQp- Poppsca ; who, to prevent his ever being reconciled to his 
former wife, fuborned one of Oflavia*s domellics to accufe 
her of a criminal amour with a Have named Eucerus, a na- 
tive of Alexandria, who was famous for playing upon the 
^utc- The maids of Oftavia were all examined upon thy 
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riiclc, and though fomc, overcome by the exquifiic pain of 
the torture, confirmed the forgery, yet moll of them main- 
tained, and with great conftancy vindicated, the unfpottel 
chara£fcr of ihpir lady (B). However, ftic was firft re\ 
moved from the palace, and afterwards baniflied into Cam- ‘ 
pania, where agu^rd of foldiers was plated over her. 

As the populace openly complained of this cruel treat- 
ment, Nero, dreading the refentment of the proviiked mul- 
titude, recalled her foon after, to the infinite fatisfadion of 
the Roman people, who, in tranfports of joy, crouded tg 
the temples with thankfgivings, overthrew the ilatues o^ 
Poppsea, crowned with flowers thofe of Odavia, and, carry- 
ing her images in triumph, placed them in the great fo- 
rum, and in the feveral temples. Poppiea, fearing Nero 
might, to gratify the populace, recall Odavia to his bed, 
prevailed upon him, by a fpcech artfully framed to produce 
both terror and wrath, to refolve upon the ruin of the inno- 
cent Odavia. As the fidion of the unhappy pfincefs’s in- 
trigue with Euccrus had been defeated by the tellimony of 
her maids upon the rack, it was agreed to procure one, 
who fhould own himfelf guilty with her, and againft whom 
might be alfo feigned a plaufible charge of meditating a re- 
volution in the (late. Anicetus, who had murdered Agrip- 
pina, was judged a proper man for his vile purpofe. To 
him therefore Nero addretfed himfelf, and, partly by pro- 
mifes, pVtly by menaces, induced him to acknowlege, that 
he had maintained a criminal converfation with Odavia, 
He had no fooner made this confelTion, than Nero iflued an 
edid, declaring^ that Odavia, in hopes of engaging the 
fleet in her confpiracy, had corrupted Anicetus the ad- 
miral and, forgetting that he had, jufl before, accufed 
her of barrennefs, he added, that (he hail concealed her fe- 
rret luflsj and always defeated her pregnancy by abortion ; 
and that thefe crimes were by him fully deteded. In con- 
fequence of this accufation, the unfortunate princefs was 
banifhed to the ifland of Pandataria, and, after a few days, 
doomed to die. Thofe who were charged with the ^ecu- 
tion of this cruel pand unjuft fcntence, having lied her 
down, opened all the vein? of her body ; but, as her blood 
was chilled through fear, anil iflTued (lowly, they hafteritd 
her death, by (lifling her iq the (learn of a boiling bath. 
After her dcceafe, her head was cut off by a centurion, and 

(B) WhileTigellinuswasear- 
neflly prefling Odivia’s maids, 
upon the rack, to deliver them- 
fclves from their torments, by 
pivning their lady’s guilt, one 
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of them, named Pythias, re- 
turned him cliisanfiver; “ Ca- 
fliora funt niulicbria Odavii 
quani os tuiim.” 
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earned to Rome, that Poppsea might have the fatisfadlion 
of.^feeing it, and diverting herfelf with fo tragical a fpec- 
§.‘acle (C). This [year died Doryphorus, Pallas, and Ro- 
f.ianu5, all three imperial freedmen of great power, and be- 
•iicved to have been poiloned by Nero^s orders ; Dorypho- 
ru 5 , becaufe he endeavoured to prevent {he marriage with 
Poppzea ; Pallas, becaufe he lived too Ipng, and prevented 
the prince from enjoying his immenfe wealth ; and Roma- 
nos, becaufe he brought a charge of treafon againR Seneca, 
which the accufed retorted upon him ^ 

^ P In the following year, when L. Virginius Rufus and C. 
Memmius Regulus were confiils, Poppsea was delivered of 
a daughter 5 an event which filled Nero with unfpeakable 
joy : flie was honoured with the name of Augiifta 5 and 
upon Poppsea was conferred the fame title. The fenate 
had before made public vows for her happy delivery ; and 
now many more were added, and the whole amply fulfill- 
ed : days fer folemn procellions were appointed ^ a temple 
was decreed to Fecundity; golderi images of the Fortunes 
at Antium, where the child was born, were ordered to be 
made, and placed on the throne of Jupiter Capitolinus : 
but lliort-lived was the prince’s joy ; for within four months 
the infant died, a difafter which gave occafion to new 
ftrains of flattery. She was placed among the gods, and 
divine worfhip, with a priefl:, altars, and facrifices, were 
voted to her. As the emperor had rejoiced, fo he grieved, 
beyond all meafure, for this misfortune s (D). 

^ Tacit. Annal. lib. xlv. cap, 65. Dib, lib. p. 707. Suet, 
cap. 35. E Tacit. Ann. lib. XV. cap. 13. Suei. ibid. 


(C) Tacitifs obferves, that 
nothing ever filled the hearts of 
the people with more afiefting 
compafljun, than the cruel fuf- 
ferings, and untimely end, of 
this innocent princefs, inhu- 
manly nralTacred in the twenty- 
fecontTyear of her age, under 
the iiiiputiition of a crime more 
barbarous and cruel than death 
wi^iout having cvertafled 
any fliare of happinefs and de- 
light. Rut the fenate, at this 
rime under the emperors, an af- 
fcmbly of flavifli wretches, en- 
tirely devoted to corruption and 
fervitude, for this execution, as 
for foine notable deliverance; 


pomiToufly decreed gifts and ob- 
lations to the gods. Anicetus, 
as one convifted by his own 
confefllon, was baniihed into 
Sardinia, where he lived in 
great affluence, and died at 
length by the courfe of niuure. 

(D) To allay his griefs, he 
exhibited v arious fhews ; among 
the reft a combat of gladiators, 
in which four hundred fenatnrs, 
lix hundred knights, and, what 
was a fight altogether new, 
many ladies of great diftindtion, 
entered the lifts. In one of 
thefe ftiews, a knight ofilluftri- 
ous quality rode full fpeed down 
a fteep defeent upon an ele- 
phant : 
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In the next ccmfulfhip of Caius Lecanlus Ba/Tus and l^enfingt 
M. Licinius Craflus Frugi, Nero^ becoming every day mqre tht 

tranfportcd with a pnilion for finging and playing on 
public iftagc, qpd not daring to b^in at Rome, rcfolved ^ 
repair to Naples, to make his firft effay there, and from ‘ 
ihencc pafs over into Greece, and contend for the prize in 
mufic at the Olympic games. Accordingly, he departed 
frnm R.ome, with his ufual attendance and equipage, that 
is, with a thoufand chariots, his horfes and mules all fliod 
with iilver, his grooms and nuiletccfS clad in the richq/l 
cloth of Canufiiini, and attended by a hand of pra.toriaib 
guards, and a body of African horfe, molt pompoully at- 
tired. Soon after his arrival at Naples, he mounted the 
IJage, and fung, for feveral days together, to an immenfc 
multitude, all the mob of Naples, ami incredible numbers, 
from the neighbouiing cities and colonics, flocking to fuch 
an extraordinary fpedtacle. In this excrcife he pafled hia 
whole time at Naples, repairing to the theatre ib the morn- 
ing, and continuing there till night, allowing himfelf at in- 
tervals a fmall refpite to take breath, and refrefli him- 
felf ; which he did in the prefence of the multitude, telling 
them, that when he had wafhed his throat, he would en- 
tertain tliem with a finer air than any they had yet heard. 

Being much delighted with the praifes which fome Alex- 
andrians, lately arrived %t Naples, beflowed on his hea- 
venly and auguft voice, he fent for more in great hallc, 
and was ever after attended by fome of them on ibe ftage, 
richly attired *, and eiy:h diflinguiflied by a ring of gre-it 
value on the J^ft hand. As they were for the mcfl part 
youths, he appointed them governors to take care of thuir 
education, and allowed them an annual penfion of four 
hundred thoufand fefterces 

The emperor left Naples, with a defign to pafs Into 
Greece, and difplay his abilities there. In his route to the 
Adriatic, he repofed fome time at BeneveiTtum, where, by 

Suet. cap. 20. Tacit- Annal. iib. xv. cap- 3^. 

phant : another perfonated lea- and permiflion granted to the 
rus ; bur, in attempPing to fly,* adtors to rifle it. During thefe 
full down lb near the emperor, fliews he did not, like^therAi- 
ihat he was bel'prinkled with his perors, fcatter money among 
blond. A comedy was alfo the populace, but tickets for 
afted, compofed by Afranius, vaft fums, for fine houfes, gar- 
and entitled Incendium, or t/je dens, and eflates, which he 
in which a houfe, rich- faithfully conligiied to thofe 
ly iuruilhed, was fet on Are, who produced the tickets. 

Vatinius, 



IZ 
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Vatinlus, was exhibited a pompous fhew of gladiators (£)* 
During the folemnity of thefe fports, Nero gave way td 
Ohilgfs ^ts of tyranny and blood. He forced Torquatus Silanu^, 
^orquatus j(ie great-grandfon of Augudus, to die for living with 
J®. 'greater fplen dour and magnificence than became a private 
perfon, and therefore was fuppofed to afpire to the fovereign 
power. Torquatus opened the veins of both his armsj and 
bled to dfath. 

Fiturtij Nero, for reafons that were not known, deferred his voy- 
Greece, and returned to Rome, with a defign to 
^gntogff himfelf to the provinces of the Eaft, efpecially to 

|0 Eg^pt. i which projeQ he declared by a public edi£t, and 

then went to offer his oblations for the fuccefs of that jour- 
ney to the feveral deities in the city : but as he entered 
the temple of Vefta he was feizcd with a fudden tremor, 
w^hich fhook him in every joint, and is afcribed by fome 
writers to the awful afpedf of the goddefs ; by others, to 
the recolle£lion of his enormous crimes, with ivhich he 
was fo perpetuayy haunted, that he was never a moment 
//% free from pangs and agonies. He dropped his proje£l, pre- 

iiropf^ed hu tending that he could not prevail upon himfelf to deprive 
dcpgn of Roman citizens for fo long a time of the joyful fight of 

their prince. This declaration was plcafing to the popu- 
lace, from their inclination to diverfionSi which, by his 
refidence at Rome, they enjoyec^. and from the apprehen- 
fjon of fcarcity of provifions in his abfeuee \ ' 

!Ncro revelled frequently in the public places, and great 
fquares, ufing the whole city as his own houfe. Thefe ban- 
quets were expenfive and magnificent almcxfl beyond belief, 
and no iefs infamous for the monftrous fceiies of lewdncfs 
praclifed At jhem ; for he was generally attended at fuch 
eiitertaijiincnts by the moft debauched and abandoned wo- 
men of die whole city. Tacitus deferibes the feafl pre- 
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^ Tacit. Anjill. lib. XV, cap. 37. Dioi lib. Ixij. p. 707* 70K. 


(EJ Vatinius wa® one of the 
moil baneful mongers that 
haunted the court, originally 
b«ed in a cobler’s flail, hideous * 
and dillorted in his perfon ; at 
hrif taken to court as a buffoon, 
and afterwards, by calumny, by 
lying accufations againfl every 

(1) Tacit. Annal. 


worthy man, and a farcaflical 
turn, raifrd to fuch a height, 
that in wealth and favour, and 
in power to do mifehief, be. 
furpaffed all the other mini- 
fters of iniquity in Nero’s 
court (1]. 


lib. XV. cap. 35. 


pared 
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pared for him this year by TigellinuSi as a pattern of all the 
reft(E). 

In the courfc of this year, the eleventh of Nero’s reign| Yr. of FI. 
and fixty-fourtb of theChriftian sja, happened the famous^ _ * 4 » 3 . 
burning of Rome ; but whether by chance, or the contriv-^"' 
ance of the prince, is not determined, 'fhe fire began ■^•1**3- 


among certain {hops, in which were kept fuch goods as 
were proper to feed it, and fpread every way with fuch i„tr of 
amazing rapidity, that its havock was felt in diitanc (Ireets, Home, 
before any meafures to ilop it could be taken. Befides a^^ 
infinite number of common houfes, all the noble moni*-t 
ments of antiquity, all the {lately palaces, temples, porti- 
coes with goods, riches, furniture, and merchandize, to 
an immenfe value, were devoured by the flames, which 
raged firll in the low regions of the city, and then mounted 
to the higher with fuch terrible violence and impetuofity as 
to fruftrate all endeavours of relief- The {hrieks of the 7 /;^ mifer- 
women, the various efforts of fome endeavouring to fave the abfe conJi- 
young and tender, of others attempting to ailifl the aged o/the 
and infirm, and the hurry of fuch as ftrove only to provide 


fE) In the lake of Agrippa, 
he built a large velTel, which 
contained the banquet, and was 
towed by other velfels, eii^el- 
lilhed with rich ornaments of 
gold and ivory : thefe were 
rowed by profefTed catamites, 
ranged according to thair dif- 
ferent age and {kill in their 
abominable profelfion. I'he 
banquet confifted of great va- 
riety of wild fowl and wild 
beads from remote countries, 
and fi/li from the ocean. On 
ihc banks of the lake, on one 
fide, flood brothels filled with 
ladies of great rank, and on the 
ocher common harlots, quire 
naked. WhtMi nigfit came, the 
neighbouring grovA and houfeg 
reibunded with the fymphony of 
mufical infirumencs and fongs, 
and appeared illuminated with 
a great blaze of lights, which 
turned night into day. It was 
a few days after this memorable 
banquet, that Nero, who had 

(1) Tacit. Annal. lib. xv. t 


already furpalTed nil men, as 
Tacitus obferves, in every kind 
of abomination, was prompted, 
by his extravagant lewdnefs and 
folly, to fuch excefles, as wmuld 
feem altogether incredible, 
were they not attelled by hifto- 
rians, who lived near thofc 
times, and whofc veracity can- 
not be queflioned He attired 
himfelf in the habit of a wo- 
man, and, as fuch, was publicly, 
with the Lifual furnis and fo- 
lemnity, married to a pathic ol 
his contamin^ed crew, named 
Pyrhagnras. Nut fatisfied with 
fuch monllrous and unheard-of 
impiety and jiollutioiiBf as he 
was the wife of one pathic, fa 
he became the hulband of an- 
other, named Sptirusf whoiff he 
married with the fame folemni- 
ty, kept in his palace, and car- 
ried about with him all over 
Italy and Greece in the fame 
litter, and in the attire of an 
emprefs (i). 

ip. 57. Sueton. cap. aB, Z9. 
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for tkemfeives, occafioned a mutual interruption, and ut^- 
verfal confufion. Many, while they chiefly regarded the 
rdanger that purfued them behind, found themfelves fud- 
^denly involved in the fli>me before, and on: every fide. If 
they efcaped in the quarters adjoining, or into the parts 
quite remote, there too they met with the devouring flames. 
At lad, not knowing whither to fly, nor where to feek 
fanftuary, they abandoned the city, and repaired to the 
open fields. Some, out of defpair for the lofs of their whole 
ifubltancc, others, through tendernefs for their children and 
(relations, whom they had not been able to fnatch from the 
flames, fulJered themfelves to perilh, though they had eafy 
means to efcape. No man dared to (top the progrefs of 
the fire, there being many who prevented, with repealed 
menaces, all attempts of that nature ; and fome were open- 
ly fetn to throw lighted fire-brands into the houfes, de- 
claring, that they were authorized to do fo ; but whether 
This was only a device to plunder more freely, or in reality 
they had fuch orders, was never certainly known. 

Nero, who was then at Antium, did not attempt to re* 
turn to the city till he heard that the flamo was advancing 
to his palace^ which, after his arrival was, notwithftanding 
all e/Forts to prevent it, burnt down to the ground, with all 
the houfes adjoining. However, the emperor, affeiSing com- 
panion for the multitude, thus^oereft of their dwellings, 
opened the field of Mars, and all the great edifices erefted 
there by Agrippa, and even his own gardens. Helikewife 
caufed tents to be pitched in hafte ifpr the reception of the 
forlorn populace ; from Oftia, and the neighbouring cities, 
were b rough r, by his orders, all forts of furniture and iie- 
ccflvirics, anil the price of corn was confiilerably leffened. 
Thefc bounties, however generous and popular, were be- 
llowed in vain, becaufe a report was propagated, that 
during the time of this general conflagration, he mounted 
his domeftic (lage, and fung the deftrmSlion of Troy, com- 
paring the prefent defolation to the celebrated calamities of 
antiquity. At length, on the fixth day, the fury of the 
flames was (lopped at the foot of Mouni'Efquiline, by level- 
ing with the ground an infinite number of buildings; fo 
that thc^flre found nothing to encounter but the opt:n fields 
and empty air. 

Scarce had the late alarm ccafed, when the fire broke 
out again with frelh rage, but in places more wide and fpa- 
cious ; whence fewer pcrlbns were dellroyed, but more 
temples overthrown, together with porticoes appropriated 
to public diverfions. As this fecond conflagration burft 
out in certain buildings belonging to Tigtllinus, they were 

both 
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l»oth afcribed to Neroj and it was coiijeaured, that by de- 
'ftraying the old edihces, he aimed at the glory of building a 
new city, and calling it by his own name. Of ihc fourteen 
ljuarters into whi|:h Rome was divided, four remained in- 
tire, three were laid in aflies, and, in the fcveii others 
there remained onljfca few houfes, mifcrably fhattered, and 
ialf confumeil Among the may ancient and flately edi- Man n 
pees, which the rage of the flames utterly confumsd, Ta- 
titus reckons the temple dedicated by tServius Tullius to 
the Moon ; the temple and great altar confetrated by hvan- 
dcr to Hercules; the chapel vowed by Romulus to Jupiter 
Btator; the court of Numa, with the temple of Vella, and * ’ 

111 it the tutelar gods peculiar to the Romans. In the fame 
>v fate were involved the incllimahlc trealures ac(]uired by fo 
? many vidlorics, the wonderful works of the heft painters 
and fculptors of Greece, and, what is (till more to be la- 
mented, the ancient writings of celebrated authors, till then 
preferved perfeftly entire. It was obferved, that the lire 
began the fame day on which the Gauls, having formerly 
taken the city, burnt it to the ground'. ’ 

; Upon the ruins of the demolilhed city Nero founded a ffm’, 
palace, which he called his Golden Houfe ; though it was 
not fo much admired on account of its immenfe profufion 
of gold, precious ftones, and other ineftimable ornaments, 
as for its vaft extent, contfining fpacious lields, large wil- 
dernefles, artificial lakes, thick woods, gardens, orchards, 
vineyards, hills, and groves. The entrance of this (lately 
edifice was wide enougVo receive a cololTus, reprefenting 
Nero, a hundreif and twenty feet high : the galleries con- 
fifted of three rows of tall pillars, each of them a full mile 
in length : the lakes were encompafled with magnificent 
buildings, in the manner of cities, and the woods (locked 
with all manner of wild beads. The houfe itfelf was tiled 
with gold, the walls were covered with the fame metal, 
and richly adorned with precious ftones atid mother-of- 
pearl, which, in thofe days, was valued above gold : the 
timber-work, and cielings of the rooms, were inlaid.with 
gold and ivory : tht roof of one of the banqueting-rooms 
refembled the firimment, bqth in its figure and motion, 
turning inceflantly about night and day, and (howiying Jil 
forts of fweet waters. When this magnificent (Iriiflure 
was finilhed, Nero (lightingly faid, that at length he began 
to lodge like a man. Pliny tells us, that this palace ex- 
tended quite round the city “. Nero, it feems, did not finifli 

* Annal. lib, xv. cap. 3I— 40. I Idem ibid. cap. 41. 

»» Pliii. lib. xxxiii, cap. j. 
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for the firft order Otho figned wasi as we read in Sue^ 
lonius, fur fifty millions of fefterces, to be employed in per^^ 
fedingthe Golden Palace which Nero had begun 
Vndtr- The projedors of this plan were Severys and Celer, two 
takei things bold and eiiterprldiig men, who, foon after, put the empe- 
impoffibk, upon a ftiil more expenGve and arduous undertaking, 
namely, that of cutting a canal through hard rocks, and 
ftcep mountains, from the lake Avernus to the mouth of the 
Tiber, a hundred and Gxty miles in length, and of fuch 
breadth, that two gallies of five ranks of oarS might eafily 
pafs abreaft* His view in this was to open a commu- 
iiicutiun between Rome and Campania, free from the trou- 
bles and dangers of the fea ; for in the courfe of this year, 
a great number of velTels laden with corn, were fhipwreck- 
cd at cape Mifenum, the pilots cbooGng rather to venture 
out in a violent fform, than not to arrive at the time they 
were expeded by Nero. For the execution of this prodi- 
gious undertaking, the emperor ordered the prifoners from 
all parts to be cranfported into Italy; and fuch as were 
convided, whatevoc their crimes were, to be condemned 
only to his works. Nero, who undertook nothing with 
more ardour and readinefs than what was deemed impofli- 
hie, expended incredible fums in this rafh undertaking, 
and exerted.all his power, to cut through the mountains ad-^ 
joining to the lake Avernus; bat not being able to remove 
by art the obftacles of nature, he was obliged to drop the 
enterprize 

Rmtrt- The ground, not occupied by tjie foundations of Nero's 
kniit, own palace, he afligned for houfes, which were not placed,^ 
as after the burning of the city by the Gauls, at random, 
and without order, but the ftreets were laid out regularly, 
fpacious and ilrait ; the edifices reflrained to a certain 
height, perhaps of feventy feet, according to the plan of 
Augultus ; the courts were widened, and to all the great 
houfes which flood by thcmfelvcs, and were called ifles, 

' large poriiuoes weie added, which Nero engaged to raife at 
his own expence, and to deliver to each proprietor the 
fquares about them clear from all rubbifh. He likewife 
promifed rewards according to very man's rank and fuh- 
Rance^ appointing a day for the difeharge of his promife, 
on condition that againil that day their feveral houfes and 
fnrautwns palaces were Gnifhed. He moreover made the following 
upnvent wife regulations, to obviate fuch ad readful calamity for the 
th§ lihi dif- future : chat (he new buildings fhould be raifed to a certain 

BSuet. cap. 31. & iiV 0 th. csp. 7. 

CIO. ^ 6 . 


■ Tacit. Annal.lib. xv. 



fhe Roman Hijlory. 




height without timber; that they fliouUl be arched with 
ftone from the quarries of Gabii and Alba, whieh were 
proof again ft fire ; that over the common fprlngs, which 
were diverted by^)rivate men for thetr own ufes, overfeers 
fhould be placed to prevent that abufe ; that every citizen 
fliould have ready in his houfe a machine pro))ei tu extln- 
guifh fire ; and that no M'all fliould be eornmon to two 
; houfeSi but every houfe be iiiclofcd within its own |"ceiiliar 
walls. Tims the city in *4 fliort time rofe out of its allies 
with new luftre, and more beautiful than ever. As Nero, 

: iiutwithllaiiding all his bounties, was ftill believed to be the 
\ ^Futhor of the conflagration, in order to wipe off this afper- 
fion, he transferred the guilt upon the Chrillians, who were 
already very numerous in the city, and iigainft them raifed theuty, 
the firft general perfeciition. Tacitus fays, “ Nero, to fup* 
prefs the prevaWing rumour, that he was the author of the account of 
conflagration, transferred the guilt upon fuppofed crimi- thm. 
nals, fubjefting to moft exquifite torments thofe people, 
w'ho for their enormous crimes were already univerfally ab- 
horred, and known to the vulgar by the name of Chriftians. 

The author of this name was Chrift, who in the reign of 
Tiberius was executed under Pontius Pilate, procurator of 
Judxa. The peftilent fuperftition w^as for a w^hile fnp- 
preffed ; but it revived again, and fpreail, not only over Ju- 
dxa, wherp this evil was firft broached, but reached Rome, 
w^hither from every quarter of the earth is coiiftantly flow- 
ing whatever is hideous and abominable amoiigft men, and 
is there readily embracecUand pradlifcd. Firil, therefore, 
were apprehendeef fuch as openly owmed thcnifulves to be 
of that le£l; then by them was difcovcred an immenfe mul- 
titude, and all were convided, not of the crime^f burning 
of Romcp but of their hatred and enmity to mankind. 

Their death and torture were aggravated with cruel dcrifion 
and fport; for they were either covered with the fkins of 
wild beafts, and torn in pieces by devouring dogs, or fatten- 
ed to crofles, or wrapped up in combuftiblc garments, that 
when the day-light failed, they might, like torches, Iltvc 
to difpel the darknfffs of the night. For this tragical 
fpeflacle Nero Lent Ms own gardens, and exhibited at the 
fame time the public diverfion of the circus, fomftimes 
driving a chariot in perfon, and fometimes ftanding as 4 
fpeflator among the populace in the habit of a cha- 
rioteer. Hence towards the miferable fufferers, however 
guilty and deferring the moft exemplary punifliment, com- 
paflion arofe, feeing they were doomed to perifli, not with 
a view to the public good, but to gratify the cruelty of one 
VQL.XHI. C 
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irtan Thus far Tacitus, who, it is manifeft, was quite 
unacquainted with the facred myfteries and found morals 
of our religion. 

In the mean time Nero, having, with the immenfc fums 
expended in building his golden houfe, and embellifhing 
the city, quite drained his exchequer, "in order to fupply 
his prodigality betook himfelf to all manner of rapine and 
extortion. Not Italy alone, but the provinces, the feveral 
confederate nations, and even the cities, were pillaged and 
^ laid walle. In this general fpoil were involved the temples 
” of the gods, now (tripped of all 'their rich ornaments, of 
all the treafures which the Roman people in every age of 
their (late had confecrated, either as monuments of triumphs 
celebrated, or vows fulfilled. Through Greece and Alia 
the fame ravages were committed ; Acrati^, an imperial 
freedman, and Secundus Carinas, two ready inllruments, 
as Tacitus ftyles them, to execute any iniquity, however 
black and flagrant, being fent into thofe provinces with a 
commiflion to (trip every where the temples of all their or- 
naments, gifts, and oblations ; and convey them, together 
with the (fatues and images of the gods themfelves, to 
Rome where they were melted dovim, and turned into 
money ^ Seneca, fearing thefe facrilcges and iniquitous 
extortions might be imputed t^ him, begged permifTion to 
retire to a feat of his own, remote from Rome ; but that 
favour being refufed him, he confined himfelf to his cham- 
ber, pretending an indifpofition in his nerves. In the clofc 
of the year, the heads and mnutihs of the populace were 
iilled with llrange prodigies, faid to have happened, and 
always drgaded as the forerunners of fome dreadful cala- 
mity. A comet too appeared, an omen ever fuppofed to 
portend inisforUines threatening fome fovereign power: 
Nero wa:^ therefore under no fmall apprehenlion ; but Ba- 
bitus the aiirologer having acquainted him, that among 
monarths it was ufiial, upon fuch occaflons, to avert thefe 
omens from themfelves by fome extraordinary nr<aflacrc;, he 
refolved utterly to exterminate the whole fenatorial order, 
and commit the government of the provinces, and the com- 
•mani^of the armies, to thd knights and his freedmen. 
of FI. This bloody defign he began to put in execution the fol- 
lowing year, when A. Licinius, Nerva Silanus, and M. Ve- 
flinius Atticus were confuls, a confpiracy, which was then 
difeovered, affording him a pretence for the ihocking facri- 
fice. In this memorable confpiracy were engaged almofl 

p Tacit. Ann. lib.xv. cap. 44. a Ibid. cap. 45. ' Suet, 
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the whole nobility of Rome ; fenators, knights, foldicrs, 
and even women, entering into it w'lth great eageriiefs and 
competition, partly from their deteftatioii of Nero, and 
partly from their^eal for Caius Pifo, ty whom it was headed. 
He was allied to molt of the illuflrious families in Rome, 
and for his own qi^lifications highly eltecmed by the po- 
pulace ; for he was a great orator, and employed his elo- 
= quence in the defence of his fellow- citizens ; genftroiis to 
. his friends and acquaintance, and even to fuch as were 
unknow'n to him, afl-ahlc and complaifant ; he was of a tall 
llature, of a graceful countenance, and extremely enpti- 
: floating in his language and addrefs; but fo far from being 
ftri£t and aullere in his life and manners, that he obferved 
no reftraint in his pleafures, abandoning himfelf to all man- 
ner of debauchery and luxury. He w^as not, howrever, the 
lirft author of the confpiracy : it was never known by w^hoin 
the defigii was firlt concerted, though Subrius Flavius, tri- 
bune of a pnetorian cohort, and Sulpicius Afper, a centu- 
rion, feem to have been the molt forward in promoting its 
execution. 

Among the firft who entered into it, Tacitus names Lu- 
can, the celebrated poet, Flautius Latcranus, coiiful eletV, 
Flavius Scevinus, and Afranius Q^in£fianus. Lucan was 
inftigaled by perfonal provocations ; Nero, who was pof- 
felled of an ardent ambitioif of excelling in poetry, having, 
t from a ricTiculous emulation, forbid the publication of his 
poems : Latcranus engaged in the plot from a lincere af- 
feftlon to the republic. ^Flie other two had till that time 
Jived in lloth amrdebauchery : what prompted Scevinus to 
confpire, we are not told ; but Quinftianus became an ac- 
complice in order to be revenged on Nero for hnving, in a 
virulent fatire, piiblillied his fcandalous and unnatural lewd- 
nefs. Rome was furprifed, that two men of fuch charac- 
ters Ihould engage in an enterprize fo hazardous and dar- 
ing. Thofc we have mentioned drew into ih^combination 
Tullius Scnecio, Cervarius Proculus, Vulcatius Araricus, 
Julius Tugurinus, Munatius Gratus, Antonius Natalis, jnd 
Martius FeQus, all Raman knights. Among the troops, bc- 
fides the two officers already naeniioncd, were engaged as 
f accomplices Granius Silvanus, LStatius Proximus, oqlh tri-^ 
bunes of the prxtorian bands*, Maximus Scaurus, Venetus 
Paulus, two centurions ; and, as their chief Rrength and 
dependence, Fenius Rufus, captain of the imperial guards, 
a man greatly beloved by the people, and on that account 
hated both by his colleague Tigellinus, and the emperor. 
The confpirators were no fooner alTurcd that Rufus had 
joined their party, than they began ferioully to debate about 
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the time and place of the intended aifafllnatlon. Subrios 
Flavius undertook to attack NerO| wrhile he was Htiging on 
the flage, or fcouring the ftreets in his drunken revels by^ 
night, unattended by ^is guards; but a too great anxiety 
to efcape with impunity, ever unfeafonable in great enter- 
prizes, reftrained his ardour ■- t 

The confpiraCors deferring from day to day the execution 
of theit defign, a woman, named Epicharis, took upon her 
to quicken their refolves. It was unknown by what means 
ihe came to be apprifed of the plot ; for till that time flie 
bad never fliewn the leaf! regard to honour, virtue, or ho- 
nefty. When fhe found that all her reproaches and exhor- 
tations were to no effeft, impatient of their delay, Ihe left 
Rome, and haftened into Campania, where Ihe employed 
all her indudry and Ikill to gain the chief officers of the 
fleet riding at Mifenum, and to engage them in the deflgn, 
which they had frequent opportunities of executing, as the 
emperor greatly delighted in failing along the coafts of Mi- 
fcnum and PuteoH. In that fleet, Volufius Proculus, who 
had been employed by Nero to aflaffinate his mother, had 
the command of a thoufand marines : hut as he did not 
think himfelf fufficiently rewarded for fo meritorious a mur- 
der, either from an old acquaintance \idth Epicharis, or a 
frientlffiip newly contradfed, he related to her his fignal fer- 
viccs to Nero, venting bitter Complaints, that he had not 
been diftinguldicd with promotion equal to his cieferts. In 
return for this mark of confidence, Epicharis urged all the 
enormous cruelties, all the barb^^rous outrages committed 
by the tyrant, and at the fame time acquainted him with 
the confpiracy ; but had the precaution to conceal the names 
of the confpirators. 

The traitor was no fooner intrufted with the fecret, than 
he flew to Romf, and betrayed the whole to Nero. When 
Epicharis was fiiinmoncd, and confronted with the in- 
former, as his charge againft her was fupported by no wit- 
nefles, Ihe denied it, pretending to be greatly amazed at 
thr impudent boldnefs of the accufer. However, fhe was 
detained in prifon, Nero fufpedfing that the charge was hot 
falfe, though not proved to be true *. • The confpirators bc- 
•ing, notwithftan.ding the filencC of Epicharis, apprebcnfivc 
of a difeovery, came to a refolution to haflen the intended 
murder, and chafe, as the moil convenient place for the 
execution of their defign, a villa at Baix, belonging to 
Pifo, wliulicr the emperor frequently reforted to bathe and 
caroufe with a fmall number of attendants. But in this 

■ Tsicit, Alin, lib. xr. cap. 4S— ‘Idem ibid, csp-sis 
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fclieme PJlb would by no means concur, alleging the ge- 
neral abhorrence which muft enfue, were the facred rights 
of horpitahty violated by the murder of a prince, however 
wicked. He thought it more advif&ble to dilpatch him at 
Rome^ either in the detefled houfe which he had reared 
with the fpoils of Ihe unhappy city, or in die face of the 

E ublici fince for the benefit ot the people the dcQgn had 
een undertaken. 

Thus he reafoned openly amongfl the confpirators but 
in his heart he was influenced by fecret motives, fearing 
Jeit Lucius Silanus, a man of extraordinary accompliih- 
ments, might, as he was then at Rome, upon the firfl 
news of Nero^s death, feize Jthe vacant fovereignty for 
himfelf. He was likewife jealous of the confuL Vellinus, 
fearing he might, as he was a man of great intrepidity, at- 
tempt the refloraiion of the ancient government, or beffow 
the empire upon fomc other, as a gift of his own. 'i'he 
confpirators, influenced by the reafonings of Pifo, imani- 
moufly agreed to execute their defigii, not at Bai^, hut at 
Rome, on the anniverfary facred to Ceres, and always io- 
Jemnized with Circenfian games, at which Nero never fail- 
ed to affifl, giving free accefs to all, during the gaiety of 
the fports. The defign was to be executed in the follow- 
ing manner: Lateranus, ^o was in flendtr circurnil.inccs, 
under pretence of imploring relief, was to fall at the 
prince’s feet, and throw him down; then the tribunes, 
centurions, and other confpirators, were to lufli in and 
difpatch him. SceviniiS earneflly claimed the honour of 
giving the firft blow ; for having formerly taken a dagger 
out of a temple, he carried it conllantly about him, as cua- 
fccrated to the execution of fome mighty d.fign. It was 
moreover agreed, that Pifo fhould wait the event in the 
temple of Ceres, and be thence brought forth by Ftiiius, 
captain of the guards, and condufled to the^amp. 

The day before that appointed for the execution of the 
defign, Scevinus, after a long conference with Antonius 
Natalis, fcaled his .will ; then unflieathing the daggcT, he 
complained it was ^lunt and rufly, charging Milichus, one 
of his freedmen, to have it gFound, and fliarpened at t^e 
point ; next he ordered a repaft more fumptuous a?id pro- 
fufe than ordinary to be prepared ; after which he prclent^ 
ed his favourite flaves with their liberty, and others with 
Turns of money: his countenance, in the midfl of an af- 
fe£led chcarfulnefs, appeared clouded : in his difcourlL* be 
was continually running from one fubje<^\ to another, with- 
out attending to any; when all, w’bo w^eic prefen t, con- 
cluded, that his mind was fraught with fome great pro*- 
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je£l: : at hft he ordered the fame Milichus to prepare ban^ 
dages for woundsi and applications for flopping blood. The 
freedman^ reflefling on thefe ordersj and concluding with 
himfelfj that a confpi/kcjr was undoubtedly carrying on, 
and his patron concerned in it, haflened next morning by 
break of day to the gardens of Servilius‘, where Nero then 
was ; and being refufed admittance, declared that he came 
to difeover matters of the utmofl importance. Upon this 
declaration, he was condufled to Epaphroditus, one of 
Nero^s freedmen, and by him prefentpd to the emperor 
' himfelf, to w^hom he related all the circumftances he had 
obferved, fliewed the dagger, and defired the criminal to be 
immediately fecured. 

Accordingly Scevinus was by a band of foldiers haftily 
feized, and dragged before the emperor ; but defended himr 
felf with a fpirit fo undaunted, and inveighed againll the 
informer as a treacherous wretch, ftill actuated by the bafe 
fpirit of a Have, with fuch hrmnefs and intrepidity, that 
the informer would have been bailed, had not his wife re^ 
minded him, that Antonins Natalis had held a long con-r 
ference with Scevinus, and that both lived in clofe confix 
dence with Caius Pifo. Natalis was therefore immediately 
arrefted, and both he and Scevinus feparately examined 
concerning the particulars of ^hat conference. As their 
anfwers were contradi£lory, they were thrown \vAo irons, 
and threatened with the rack j the fight of which neither 
of them being able to bear, they difeovered every particu- 
lar of the confpiracy. Natalis cofifefled rhe firft, and de- 
clared how far Pifo was concerned in the plot, and named 
alfo Seneca j; but whether this lull had adled as an agent 
between him and Pifo, or whether Natalis impeached him 
only to purchafe the favour of Nero, who was daily hunt- 
ing after fome fpccious pretence to deftroy him, is uncer- 
tain. Scevinvis, underflanding that Natalis had made a 
confenion, and that no advantage could be reaped from 
his filcnce, at length difeovered all the other 'accomplices. 
Of ^hefe Lucan, C^intlianus, and Senecio, perfiftcd long 
in denying the charge; but at lengt|i were feduced by 
a^promife of impunity ; vind then, to atone for their bac:k- 
wardnels, they informed againfl their dearclt friends, 
Lucan againfl Attilia his own mother, Quinrtianus againll 
Glicius Gallus, and Senccio againfl Annius Pollio. 

Nero, recollecling that Epicharis was detained in prifon, 
and fuppofing that fhe could endure the violence of the 
rack, commanded her to be put to the fevereft torrurc. 
But her firmnefs and magiiiiiiiinity were proof agaihft the 
fury of Itripes, of fire, and of all the torments the cxecu^ 
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tioners could invent, though they exerted tliilr utmnfl ef- 
forts in cruelty, left they fliouJd be at Jalt deritled and 
baffled by a woman. She ftill utterly denied every parti- 
cular; andfuch.was the ifTue of the firft day’s torture. 

Next day, as fhe was reconduftiiig in a chair to fulTer again She han^g 
the fame torments ^for her limbs were fo torn and disjoint, 
ed, that fhe could not fupport hcrfelf), with the girdle, 

.that bound her breads, Ihe framed a noofe for her injck, and 
if tying it to the top of the chair, hung upon it with all the 
? weight of her body, and put an end to the poor remains of 
; life. Thus a woman, who was once a llave, heroically 
fufFered the molt exquifite torments cruelty could invent, 
and death itfelf, to protect perfons whom flie fcarce knew; 
when men born free, when Roman knights and fenafors, 
betrayed their deared friends, their neared relations: for 
Lucaiii Senecio, and Quinfliianus, were daily making new 
difeoveries, and dill naming more accomplices; a detail 
which fo terrified Nero, that he not only doubled his 
guardsj but poded bands of foldiers upon the walls, .mil all 
round the city, lined the fea-coad, and the banks of the 
Tiber, with numerous detachments, ordered parties of foot 
and horfe to fconr the fields night and day, to range in the 
public fquares, in the neighbouring municipal towns, aitd 
to enter the private houfes. With the pr^iorian guanls 
Germans were intermixed f for in them, as they were fo- 
reigners, Nero chiefly confided “. 

And now the accufed were dragged in troops to Nero’s Cre/tf 
tribunal, which was erefted in his garden ; and they lay 
tpgether at the g#tes, expefting to be fuccefTively admitied rff' ^ 
atid examined. If upon their trial it appeared, that they 
had ever been feen fmiling with any of the cgnfpirators ; 
that they had ever fpoke with them, met them, however 
fortuitoufly, been common gueds at the fame table, or fat 
together at the fame public diow; any of thefe circuin- 
dances was imputed as an unpardonable jerime. Ihe 
judges were Nero liimfelf, Tigellinus and his colleague Fe- 
nius Rufus, who, as he was not yet accufed, proved more 
fevere than the othey two in examining his own adbeiates, 
in order to pcrfuadi the prince, that he was a dranger to 
the plot. It was owing tohinf, that the defign was not pi^ 
in execution even during the examination of the confpi- 
rators ; for the brave tribune, iSubrius Flavius, who at- F/aviMj 
tended, and M as not yet impeached or fufpedleil, having dc- 
manded by figiis, whether he fhould difpatrh the tyrant, 
was by contrary figiis checked and forbid, when he liad al- lleHedly 

fe^raj JC*- 

" Tacit. Annal. lib. xv. cap. 52—5?. Jut. 
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ready grafped the hilt of his fword. When the con^lracy 
was firft difcovered, there were fomc who exhorted Pifo to 
proceed dire£tly to the camp^ or mount the roftrum, and 
try the affedlipns of the people and foldie^y, fince nothing 
worfe could befal him, though both the foldiery and peo- 
ple Ihould not join him, than he mult already expert : they 
reprefented that) by lofing his life in fo glorious an attempt, 
he wotfid approve himfelf worthy of his anceftors, and 
leave a noble example to poftcrity; whereas, if he negle£ted 
the prefeiit opportunity, he would be foon feized, and con- 
• t demiied to an ignominious death. Pifo, rejecting the ad- 
vice of his friends and aflbeiates, the heft that could h6 
Pifo ih- given him at the prefent juntture, retired to his own houfe, 
Ji rays him- wherc, Upon the arrival of a band of foldiers to feize him, 
fe\f‘ he opened ihe veins in both his arms, and bled to death (F). 

Flautiuj Next fedinwed the death of Plautius Lateranus, conful 
hutnanui iiiflidfeil u’ith fuch precipitation, that he was not al- 

embrace his children; but inftantly 
dragged to the place allotted for the execution of flaves, 
and there fl.jnghtcred by the hand of Statius the tribune. 
He died with exemplary firmnefs and intrepidity, uttered 
not a fyllable relating to the confpiracy ; but with an un- 
daunted fpiiit anfweiC'd Epaphroditus, the emperor’s freed- 
inan and fccretary, who alkcd him fome qneliions, “ If I 
were mean enough to make any difeoverus, it, would be 
to your mailer, not to you.” He did not even upbraid tlie 
tribuFje appointed to cut off his head, though he too wa^ 
concerned with him in the confpiiacy ^ 

Jhgparfi- The next illullrious perfon facrificed on this occafion, 
guiarj qf Aunveus Seneca, to the infinite joy of Nero, who had 

been long feeking his deflrmS^ion. Natalis alone had ac- 
' ciifed him, though what he faid of him amounted to very 
little. He declared, that he had been fent by Pifo to vifit Se- 
neca, then indifpofed) to complain in his name, that he was 
debarred access to him, aud to reprefent, that it would be 
better if they maintained their friendfhip by familiar coiir 
verfiuion ; that to this mefl'age Seneca replied, ihai frequent 
interviews and converfations by themlblves were conducive 
to the fcrvice of neither ; b? 4 t that up6n the fafety of Pifo 
His ow%i welfare depended. Granius Silvanus, tribune of a 

^ Tacit. Annah lib. *v. cap. Co, 

(F) Tie left a will full of ful- friend of his own, though fl\c 
fome flattery towards Nero; was a woman of moll: vicioiii 
and this out of tendernefs CO his inclinations, and, except the 
wile Arria Galla, whom he had beauty of her perfon, deftitute 
^akcu from Duruiiius Silius, % of every recommendation. 
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E r?etorian cohort, was fcnt to Seneca, with orders to aflc 
im, whether he owned the words of Natalis, and hia own 
anfwers : Seneca had returned that very day from Campa* 
nia, and flopped «t a villa of bis, f^ir miles from Rome. 
The tribiine arriving in the evening, befet the villa with 
bis men, entered the houfc, and acquainted Seneca with 
Ais commi Jion, while he fat ac table with Paulina his wife, 
md two friends. Seneca anfwered, that Natalis had in'* 
Peed been fent to him, and had complained in Pifo’s name, 
|hat he was refufed admittance j a complaint which he 
had anfwered by txcnfing himfelf on account of his bodily 
cTiforders, anti his love of quiet. He denied to have ever 
declared, that his fafety depended upon that of any private 
man, adding, that he was not at all addicted to flattery, as 
po man better knew than Nero. 

When this anfwcr was by the tribune reported to the 
(emperor, he alked, whether Seneca feemed determined 
upon a voluntary death ? I have not difeovered, replied the 
tribune, either in his words or looks, the leall fymptom of 
fear. Nero then commanded him to return dire£lly, and 
acquaint him that he muft die. The tribune, who was 
himfelf one of the confpirators, took not the fame way he 
came ; but turning afide, went firft to Fciiius, captain of 
the guards, and, difclofin^ the emperor’s orders, aiked, 
whether fnould obey them ? The cowardly commander 
advifed him to execute his commlflion, and a£l in every 
j'cfpc£l as if he were an utter ftranger to the plot. Thus 
Fenius and Silvanps, ihrowgh a bafenefs and timidity hardly 
to be credited, contributed to multiply thofe very cruelties 
which they had confpired to avenge. However, the tri- 
bune avoided feeing Seneca, and delivering in’perfoii the 
melfagc ; but difparched a centurion to apprife him of his 
fate. Seneca heard the fentence without betraying the leafl 
difmay or concern, and calmly called for his will ; but that 
being denied him by the centurion, turning A) his friends, 
he told them, that fince he was prevented from gratefully 
acknowleglng their favours, he bequeathed them that which 
alone was now left Tiim, the pattern of his life. He rc- 
prelTed their tears, fdhietlmcs with gentle reafoning, fome- 
times with fliarp rebukes, afking them, where wck no^ 
all the documents of philofophy? where the precepts of 
wifdom fo many years acquiring againfl impending cala- 
mities ? for to whom, faid he, is unknown the bloody na<* 
tiire of Nero ? After the murder of his mother and bro- 
ther, what remained, but to add to their’s the flaughter of 
his preceptor and inftrudlor ? After he had difeourfed fomc 
time to the company in general, he embraced his wife ; an 
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affeflmg objefl ! which fome what abated his firitinefs, and 
feemed to fubdue his philofophical fpirit. He befought 
her to moderate her forrow, and to fortify herfelf againlt 
the grief arihng from jhe lofs of her hufljand, by the con- 
templation of his life fpent in a fteady courfe of virtue. 

Paulina, on the contrary, refolutely declared, tha« (he 
was determined to die with him. This declaration fur- 
prifed Seneca, who, unwilling to deprive her of fo much 
glory, and unwilling to leave one whom he tenderly loved^ 
expofed to infults and injuries, after aihort paufe, Since 
to the delights of a fliort life you prefer (faid he) the ever- 
laiting fame of a glorious death, 1 (hall not envy you this 
honour : let us (hare the glory of fo brave an aflion, 
though your fhare will he by far the greater.'^ After this 
converfacion, both had the veins of theif arms opened at 
the fame initant. As Seneca was aged* and his body ema- 
ciated, his blood iflued butflowly; he therefore caufed 
the veins of his legs, and thofe about the joints of his 
knees, to be likewife cut- As he fullered cruel agonies, 
he perfuaded his wife to retire into another chamber, left 
his torments ftio.iild (hake her refplution, or he himfelf, af- 
fected with her pangs, betray weakiiefs and impatience. 
As his eloquence did not fail him to the laft moment of htv'y 
life, he called for his feribes, and dictated many things, 
which were publiflied after his llc^th. 

As Nero bore no pcrfonal enmity to Paulina', and \vas 
well apprifed that her death would double the hatred ol the 
public towards him, he fent order^ to the foldiers to prevent 
her from dying ; who thereupon cominai'ided her domeftic 
Daves and freedmen to bind up her arms, and ftop the 
blood. She outlived her hufbaiid but a few years, ever pale 
and in a languiihing condition, and retained to the laft a 
reverence for his memory. Seneca in the mean lime, to 
haften his death, which advanced very flowly, befought Sta- 
tius Ajin^usjr an intimate friend, well Ikilled in medicine, 
to bring a draught of poifon, which he had prepared Jong 
before, and kept by him. This he fwallowed, without ef- 
fe£l, his limbs being chilled with cold, and his juices ftag- 
nated. He had therefore recourfe to £ hot bath, to haften 
Ly wa|;mth the operation of Ihe poifon, or to make his blood 
Dow more freely- With the water of the bath he fprinklcd 
fuch of his Daves as ftood near him, faying, “ With this, 
liquor I make a libation to Jupiter the Deliverer.” As the 
bath had not the defired effect, and the foldiers were impa- 
tient, he was at laft conveyed into a ftove, and there fuilb- 
cated with the fteam. His body was burnt without any fu- 
neral folcmnity, purfuant to a will which he had made, 

e%ei4 
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f?cn while he was in h}gh favour with his prince *. Thus 
died the celebrated L. Ann;eus Seneca, on the twelfth, orp 
is others will have it, on the thirteenth of April (G). 

Hitherto FeniuJ Rufus had proceeded with great fevcrity Fniui Rm^ 
again fl the confoirators his accomplices; but was himfelf «■- 
the end detefted for while in the examination of Fla- 
jjius Scevinus, the fenator, he urged him with many me- 
laces to an ample confeihon, Scevinus fmiled, and told 
nm, that no man was better acquainted with the particu- 
ars of the plot than himfelf. Fenius attempted to refute 
>jthe charge ; but faltering and perplexed in his fpeech, he 
i^ave manifefl: tokens of his guilt and terror ; in confequence 
which, he was by the eniperor’s orders immediately 
feized, and dragged to prifon. At the fame time the brave 
tribune Subrius Flavius was impeached. He at firfl defend- 
ed-himfelf : but being prefled by the informers, he not only 
pwned the charge, bup gloried in it ; and in anfwer to Nero, 
who afked him, upon what provocation he had flighted the 
pbligation of his oath, “ Becaufe I abhorred thee (faid he), Subriut 
though there was not in the whole army one more zealoufly Flavius 
attached to thee thai] I, fo long as thou didft merit aftec-r 
tion ; but 1 began to hate thee when thou bccameft the 
murderer of thy mother, the murderer of thy brother and 
wife, a charioteer, a comedian, and an incendiary ” Ta*> 
citus tells ys, that the whole confpiracy afforded nothing 
which proved fo bitter and pungent to Nero as this re- 
proach. He ordered Flavius to be immediately put to death, 
committing the execution to Veianus Niger, a tribune, who 
led him into the neared held, and there ordered a funeral 
prench to be dug, fuch as ferved for a grave to the foldicrs, 

V-ho died in the camp. Flavius found fault with' it, us too 
ftreight and fhallow ; and, turning to ihe guard of foldiers. 

This (faid he, without betraying the lead concern), is 
not even done according to the laws of difeipline.” When 
the tribune defired him to dretch out his neck valiantly, 

“ I wifli (replied he), thou mayd drike as valiantly:” and 
indeed the tribune was feized with fuch a violent trepida- vfd^h. 
tion, that he wdth difficulty cut off his head at two drokes. 

However, he afterwards boaded to Nero, that he had dc-_ 
fignedly employed more blows than one. 

The next example of hrmnefs and condancy was exhi- 
bited by Sulpicius Afper, the centurion ; who Dcing afked 


Hero to 
his face. 


His laft 


X Tacit. Annal. lib. xv. cap. 6i, 64. 

(G) Dio Caffius affurcs us, Tacitus does not attempt to 
ihar he was privy ro the con- dear him. 
fpij'acy ; from which charge 

bjr 
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by NerOi why he had confpired againfl: him, anfwercd in 
a few words, Becaufe there was no other relief againlt 
thy abominable enormities.” The other centurions faced 
yVff/'iri death with equal bratery : but Fenius Rufus betr^ed a ti* 

Rufiu diti midity unbecoming a man of his rank and profemon ; he 
manljm even filled his laft will with unmanly 'lamentations. Nero 
hoped to find the conful Veftinus likewife concerned in the 
confpiracy ; but as he was a man of a violent fpirit, and 
altogether untra£table, the confpirators had not thought fit 
to make him acquainted with their delign. He had once 
lived in clofe confidence with Nero ; but afterwards abuHi^ 
the freedom which the emperor allowed him, and utterly 
defpifing him, he ufed frequently to infult the p/ince with 

E oignant farcafms, which left behind them a bitter remem-t 
ranee, as they were for the molt part founded on truth. 
Beddes, Nero dreaded the haughty and violent temper of 
Vellinus ; and therefore wiflied for a plaufible pretence to 
deitroy him but as no accufer appeared to charge him, 
fince he could not fatiate his rancour under the title of a 
judge, he had recourfe to the violence of a tyrant, and 
dirpatched Gcrelanus the tribune, at the head of five hun*' 
dred men, with orders to difpofe of the conful. 

He had that day difeharged all the funftions of a conful, 
and was celebrating a banquet at home with great gaiety, 
when the foldicrs entering told them, that the tribune 
Ihe quick Waited for him. Veftinus, without delay, rofe from table, 
nnd brave ^nd in a few minutes the tragedy was begun and finilhed , 
death of yp ^ chamber j the phyfKian attended 5 his 

^VCiinus veins were cut, he was conveyed into a hot bath, and fuffb- 

^ ' cated with the fleam, without uttering a fyllable that argued 

cither grief or concern. In the mean time the whole com-r 
pany that fupped with them were befet by a guard, and 
not releafed till the night was far fpent, Nero diverting 
himfelf wit^i the fears of men, who had pafied at once 
from the mirth and joy of a fcaft, to the deadly apprehen- 
fion of their lafl moments. At length he ordered the guards 
to*withdraw, faying, that the conful’s guefls had paid dear 
enough for their good cheer y. ^ 
luean din^ Lucan the poet was next fcntenccd to die. His veins be- 
vith great opened, and his blood ifluing in ftreams, he foon per- 
ntrepiditj, j^jg hands growing cold and ftiff; but before 

his faculties were impaired, recolle£ling fome lines of his 
own, in which he deferibed a wounded foldier expiring af- 
ter the fame manner, he rehearfed them, and they were 


the 


y Tacit. Ann. lib. nv, cap. 63—^, 
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the lall words he uttered ” (H). ScneciO| C^inQlanus, 
and Scevinu8« Altered death with a fpirit far different from 
the fbnner effeminacy of their Jives- The other confpira- 
tors were put to deith, without fpcaking or doing anything 
Worthy of notice. 

Antonius Natalis and Cervarius Proculus were pardoned, 
in confidcration of* their early confelTion and difeovery. 
^jMilichus the freedman was amply rewarded, and hpnour- 
l€d with a Greek name, fignifying Proteftor. Granius Sil- 
vanus, one of the tribunes of the praetorian guards, obtain- 
ed his pardon ; but foon after, fcorning to owe his life to 
tyrant, fell by his own Hand. All the friends of Se- 
neca, though rather calumniated than convided, were con- 
demned to baniffiment. Cxfonius Maximus, and Cadicia, 
the wife of Scevinus, were driven out of Italy, and only 
by their punilhment knew that they had been charged as 
criminals. The accufation againft Attilia, Lucan’s mother, 
was dropped \ fo that without being cleared, {he efcaped 
unpuniihed 

The confpiracy being entirely fupprefled, and the con- Htrt- 
fpirators fenlcnced to death or baniihment, Nero aflembled wards tfi$ 
the foldiery, beftowed on each the fum of two thoufand 
nummi a man, and ordered them to be thenceforth fup- 
plied with corn at the public cxpeiice. Upon Peironius ” 
Turpilianus, Cocceius Neva, and Tigcllinus, he decreed 
triumpha^ornaments, as a reward for their zeal inprofecut- 
ing the confpirators : he alfo caufed triumphal ffacues to be 
erected in the forum to the two latter, and their images to 
be placed in the palace ; a diftindkion fcldom granted, and 
only to perfons of the greatefl merit. Nymphidius was 
diltinguifhed with the confular ornaments. 

The emperor having thus rewarded the inftruments of his 
tyranny, aflembled the fathers, and acquainted them with 
the late tranfaftions. To the people likewife. he addrefled 
an edidf upon the fame fubjedf, and puhliflicd the feveral 
evidences againft the confpirators, with their own confef- 
fions, in order to confute a rumour current among the po- 
pulace, that the plo^ was forged ^ and that Nero, merefy to 

* Tacit. Ann. lib, xv. cap. 70J Idem ibid. cap. ^3, 

^H) Suetonius, or whoever voked the beft of princes. Hii 
clfc IB the author of his life, informing falfly againll his own 
tells us, that his behaviour to- mother, will rcfledl eternal ig- 
wards Nero, who loved him, nominy on his memory (y). 
was fuch as would have pro- 

(9) Sueton. in Vit. Lucao, 
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fatiatc his crueltyj had facrificed fo many illullrious citi^ 
zcns. In the fenate^ where the mod abjeA flattery pre<- 
vailed, every fenatorj the morefcnfibly he was afFe£led with 
inward grief for the^lofs of his friend^ or relations^ the 
more outward joy and congratulations he cxprefTed. It 
was by the whole body decreed, that^public thankfgivings 
and oblations fhould be paid to all the deities, and particU'p 
lar hmours to the Sun, who having a chapel in the circus, 
where the parricide was to be perpetrated, had brought to 
light the dark contrivances of the confpirators ; that the 
Circenfian games fhould be folemnized with extraordinary 
pomp that the month of April) in which the confpirary 
was detedfed, fhould in future bear the name of Nero ; and 
that a temple fhould be erefled to the goddefs Salus or 
Safety, in the place whence Scevinus had taken the dagger. 
The dagger itfelf was by Nero dedicated in the Capitol, with 
this infeription, ** To Jupiter the Avenger.” 

Nero, now delivered from all his fear, devoted himfelf 
again to his harp. As the time approached for difputing 
the prizes in the quinqueidiial games, the fenate, to pre- 
vent Nero from appearing there as a competitor, offered 
him the prize of mufic, and alfo the crown of eloquence : 
but the emperor replied, that he needed not their partiality; 
fince he was a match for all his competitors, and would 
only, by the juft determinatitfh of the judges, obtain the 
praife and recompence of his fkill. He appeared therefore 
publicly upon the ftage, and rehearfed a poem of his own 
compoHng ; but the populace applauding him, and begging 
he would difplay all his ftudies (for thefe were their words), 
he entered the great theatre, and appearing amongft the 
common harpers and minllrels, contending with them for 
the prize with fuch cagernefs and anxiety, that he never 
ventured to fit down, however fatigued, that being contra- 
ry to the eftablifhed laws of the harp, nor to fpit, nor to 
wipe the fwear from his face, except only with his arm. 
In the end, fupplicating the multitude with his knee bent, 
aiijj his hands lifted up, according to the cuftom of the 
common players, he waited with awe ^nd reverence the de- 
termination of the judges. The common people of Rome 
ioppla^^ded him with loud Ihouts, and clapping of hands ; 
but the inhabitants of the municipal cities of Italy, who ftill 
retained the fevere manners of the ancients, and fuch as 
came from remote provinces, and attended then at Rome, 
upon embaflies, or their own private affairs, could not be- 
hold without indignation, the foverergn of Rome thus de- 
bafing himfelf upon the ftage, and much lefs join thofc 
who applauded this bis lhameful buiiuliaUon. They were 

therefore 
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tlierefore frequently beaten by the foldiers, who flood in 
Itroups among the crowd, to obfcrve the behaviour of the 
fpcflators ** (I)- 

This year the death of Poppxa, Neio’s wife, filled Rome rhe death 
in appearance with grief and mourning, but in reality with ®/ 
much joy ; for fhe wis no Icfs abhorred than her hufband, 

0n account of her lewclnefs and cruelty. She was killed 
Nero himfelf with a kick on the belly, when file W'as 
Pregnant, for finding fault with him, as Suetonius tells 
upon his coming home late^; or becaufe fhe rallied 
him, as we read in Dio Caflius upon his (kill and addrefs 
iri chariot-driving. Her body was not burnt, according to 
the Roman cuflom ; but after the manner of foreign mo- 
narchs, embalmed and depofited in the fcpulthre of the 


Tacit. Annal. lib. xvi. cap. 5. ^ Suet. cap. 35. Dio, 

lib. Ixii. p. 71. B Tacit. Annal. lib. xvi. cap. 6. 


(I) Nero, encouraged with 
the applaufe of the multitude, 
appeared thenceforth alinnfl 
every day on the inviting 

not only the fenators and 
knights, but likewife the po- 
pulace, and the whole rabble 
otRome, tp hear hi in, rhougiT 
he performed for the molt part 
in the theatre, which he had 
built iu the palace. He ofj^en 
kept the audience iftn only the 
whole day, but the niglu too ; 
lor till he ivas tired, and gave 
over, no one was allowed to de- 
part upon any occ.ilioii, how- 
ever neceffary and urging: in- 
fomuch that women are laid to 
have been delivered in the 
tlieatre, and feveral perfons fo 
tired, that finding rhe gates ot 
the palace flint, they either 
leaped privately over nhe wall, 
or in order to be carried out, 
pretended to be in a fwoon ( 1) ; 
fome by never llirring night nor 
day from their feats, were I'eized 
with mortal difiempers, which 
however they dreaded Icfs than 
the prince’s refcntinent, which 


they unavoidably incurhed by 
their abi'eiice : befides the fe- 
veral concealed and private ob- 
fervers, employed to mark the 
carriage of the audience, there 
were numbers of open fpies, 
who publicly fet down the 
names of fiich as were prefent, 
obferved their countenances, 
and noticed all the fyinptoms of 
pleafure or dillutisfat lion in 
every one prefent : the vulgar 
were immediately punilbeii hy 
the fnldicry for the le:ill inat- 
tention ; towards perJ'uns of 
rank the emperor’s rerentment 
was for the prefent fmothered, 
but vLjiicd at lall in a more 
dreadtul inunner.’ W e are told, 
that Vcrpalian, atterwards em- 
peror, was not only bitierly,re- 
proached by Phoebus, Nero’s 
freedman, but charged as a cri- 
Jiinal, fur having nudde^whil9 
the emperor was finging : this 
inattention would have cofl him 
his life, had not his friends, 
men of great rank and merit, 
employed their prayers and me- 
diation in his behalf* 


(0 Sueton. cap. 13. 
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The Roman Hiflofyi 

Julian family. Her obfequies were celebrated with the ut- 
moft pomp, and her panegyric pronounced from the public 
roftrum by the emperor himfelf ® (K). Soon after he mar- 
ried Statilia Meflalin^, the widow of the^ late conful Atti- 
CU5 Veftinus, and defcended from Statilius Taurus, who 
had been twice conful in the reign of Augultua. She too, 
as appears from ancient medals was honoured with the 
title of Augulla. 

Not long after the death of Poppxa, Nero devoted to 
deftruftion two of the greatcft men in Rome, Caius Caf- 
Junius Sk bus Longinus, a learned civilian, and L. Junius Silanus 
Umuscon- Torquatus ; the former for his great wealth, and the e»- 
dtmnedi cmplary gravity of bis manners ; the latter, becaufe he was 
related to the Caefars, and for his modcfty, and other emi- 
nent qualities, judged by the Roman people worthy of the 
empire. CalTius was blind, very aged, and led a retired 
life, as did likewife Silanus, though in the prime of his 
youth, having from the late bloody cataftrophe of his uncle 
Torquatus, who had aflumed the demeanour of a prince, 
learned to fliiiii all outward appearance of grandeur. How- 
ever, the very fame imputations, which had been formerly 
urged againft his uncle, were advanced againft him ; that 
he afpired at the fovereigii power, afFedled more majefty 
and Hate than became a private citizen, kept about him 
men with the title of princtpal feerctaries, procurators, 
auditors of the revenues, and treafurers ; names and olBccs 
of imperial grandeur, which he already perfonated : impu- 
tations utterly falfe and groundl^s. 
andCaJJius To Caflius, Nero objefted, that among'lt the images of his 
Longinus^ anceftors, he preferved in the higheft reverence that of 
Caius CalTius, thus inferibed, The leader of the party.” 
At the fame time he fuborned certain perfons to accufe 
Lepida, the wife of Caffius, and aunt to Silanus, of being 

B Taat. Ann. lib. xvi. cap. 6. ^ Goltz, p. 46. 

(K) Pliny aflures us, that of her beauty. Upon the death 
more perfumes were burnt at of Poppasa, Nero intended to 
her funeral than Arabia Felix marry ^he daughter of 

^produced in a year (i). She Claudius, and his own filler by 
.coofiSntly kept and carried adoption ; but file declined the 
.about with her, if Dio Caffius match, and was on that account 
is to be credited ^2), five hun- by his orders put to death, on 
dred afies, and daily bathed in pretence (he had been concerned 
their milk for the prefervation in the confpiracy of Piro(3). 

(1) Plin. lib. xii. cap, 18, (1) Dio, lib. Ixi. p, 72. (3) Suet, 

cap. 35. 

guilty 
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of Incefl with her hephew« and pradlfing magical 
i'ices of a mifchievous teridehcv. Agaiiilt Callius and Sila- 
fius the fenate pronounced (uitence of perpetual bani^- 
Inentj but referred the puililhment g/ Lcpida to the ludgi* 
ment of the emperor. Caltiuik was tranfported into Sar^« 
niai and in refpeft jo his great age, the fliort remains of 
his life were fpafed. »Silaniia was conveyed to Oftia, and 
Jkfterwards confined in Barium, a city of Apulia, wliere i 
pfenturion, cominilfioned to put him to death, advifed him 
:to cut his veins. Silanu| aiilwered^ that be was not fond 
of life ; but that no executioner fliould have t(i£ glory of 
putting him lo death. In confequciicc of this declaration^ 
the centurion ordered his men to fccurc him ; buc SilanuS| 
^ho was a young man of great ftrength, refolutc and dar- 
ing, though deuitute of arms, made a vigorous refift- 
ance, till lie fell by the centurion^ under a multitude o# 
wounds K (L). 

t Tacit. Annal. lib.xvi. cap. 7, 8, 


(L) With no lefs intrepidity 
died Luciui VetUB, and his mo- 
ther-in law Sexcia, with Pollu- 
tia his daughter Nero had 
lung hated them as (landing re- 
proaches upon him for the mur- 
der of Rubellius Plautus, th^ 
huftiand ot Pollutia, and Ion-in- 
law to Vetus. He therefore 
fuborned a freedman nf VetUB 
TO accLife him, and then fenf a 
guard ot foldiers to feize him at 
one of his feats in the neiglT- 
bourhood of Form!®. His 
daughter Pollutia flew to 
Naples, where the emperor 
then was ; and endeavoured to 
mollify him by fupplicariona ; 
but finding him implacable, (he 
returned to her father, and ac- 
quainred him, that he ipufi ba- 
nifli all hope, and with intrepi- 
dity meet a fate, which he 
could not avoid. He accord- 
ingly diftributed amongfi his 
domeflics whatever fums of mo- 
ney were then in his poflefEon, 
and at the fame time ordered 
them to remove and appro- 


priate to themfelves the rich 
furniture of his villa. Them 
retiring with his mother-in-law 
Sextia, and his daughter Pullu- 
tia, into a private apartment, 
they all three opened their veins 
in the fame chamber, with the 
fame iiiflruincnc ; and were con- 
veyed into a warm bath, where 
they bled to death (i). 

P. Gallus, a Roman knight, 
formerly intimate with Fenlus 
Rufus, and a friend to Vetus, 
was baniflied. To the freed- 
man, the accufer^ a place was 
afligned in the ihcari'c amon^ 
the officers of the tribunes ot 
the people. • 

As the name of April had 
been already changed into tjjiat 
of Nero, the name of May intif 
that of Claudius, fo ilraB the 
lAiiic otj une now changed intb, 
that of OermanicUB, C^fiTehui 
Orfltus moving, tbnt the naMs 
of June fhould be abblHhed| 
fidee two of the Junii Torquati^ 
already executed for tresTon, 
had rendered it abominable (ij- 


(1) Tacit. Amt. lib xvl.cap.io, 11, a) Idaiki ibid. cap. ici m* 
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Thid year Campania was ravaged with dreadful tempcllsi 
and violent whirlwinds ; whole villages were overtumedi 
plahtatibns torn up, and the fruits of the earth deitroyed. 
At the fame time a terrible peftilence raged at Rome, 
and fwept away in adhort fpace above thirty thoufand per- 
fons of all ranlu and conditions. The fenators and knights 
were lefs pitied, as our hiftorian obfe^ves, fince by a con- 
tagion common to ail, they efcaped falling by the cruelty 
of the^prince. Nero, after fo many accumulated a^s of 
tyranny, (hewed this year fome compaflion to the inhabit- 
ants of Lyons, whom he prefented with a large fum to re- 
pair the damage their city had AifFered by fire. 

In the following confullhip of C. Suetonius Faulinus and 
C. Lucius Telefinus, Sofianus, who had been condemned , 
to perpetual banifhment, for fome virulent verfes compof- 
ed againll Nero, having infinuated himfclf into the friend- 
fliip of Pammenes, who was an exile in the fame place, 
and celebrated for his knowlege in the myfteries of afiro- 
logy, obferved that meflengers were dally arriving to con- 
fult him, and at the fame time learned that a yearly (tipend 
was allowed him by P. Anteius. Upon this intelligence, 
he intercepted letters from Anteius, and even (lole the 
papers containing the calculation of his nativity, and a 
fcheme drawn, concerning the birth and fortune of Ofto- 
rius Scapula. He then wrote ^to the emperor, that he had 
important difcoverics to communicate ; for Anteius and 
Oilorius were meditating fome dangerous attempt upon the 
Hate, and diving into their own deuihy, and chat of Cxfar. 
[jighc veiTels were immediately>- difpaCcjied, and Sofianus 
was, with all polTible expedition, transported to Rome ; 
where, upon the firlt divulging of his difcovery, Anteius 
fealed his laft tellament, being advifed by Tigellinus to lofe 
no time, and then fwallowed a draught of poifon ; but 
growing impatient of its flow operation, he haftened his 
death by opening his veins. 

Oilorius was then at one of his villas, on the borders of 
Liguria, whither a centurion was feiit with orders to kill 
him immediately : for Oilorius was a man of extraordinary 
valour, of prodigious (Irength, greaf experience in war, 
eminently qualified for thevcommanifof an army, and had 
beenidillinguiflied in Britain with a civic crown : hence 
Nero, who ever fnice the difcovery of the late confpiracy, 
lived under continual apprehenfion, fearing that brave 
pfficer fliould take arms againil him, was glad of any pre- 
tence to take )iis life away. The centurion, having fecured all 
the avenues to the villa, acquainted Oilorius with the em- 
peror’s orders, which were no fooner (ignified to him, than 

turning 
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, flirning againfl himfclf that bravery which he hail fo often 
exerted againft the enemy, he opened his veins, without 
betraying the leaft concern or difmay : but as the blood 
flowed flowly, he ^ifpatched himfclf wjth a poniard, order- 
ing one of his flavea to hold up the weapon ileadily ; then 
grafping and (Irengtheninz the flave’s hand with his own, 
M ran his throat upon the fatal fteel. Within the compafs 
dt a few days, Annaeus Mella, Cerealis Anicius, Rufus 
jprifpinus, and Caius Petronius, underwent the fame 
jKoody fate (M). 

W After 


g(M) CaiuB Petronius, to 
%hoin fome learned critics a- 
&ribe the fragmenti equally 
edegaat and obfeene, which 
have reached our times, was a 
man entirely abandoned to vo- 
luptuoufnefs. He walled the 
day in fleep, and the night, in 
revels: as others had by in* 
duftry acquired a name and 
dharafler, Petronius tvas, by 
ills fignal iloth and indolence, 
. raifed to notice and fame; he 
indulged himfelf in all the 

g aieties and delights of life ; 

ut, at the fame time, had the 
prudence to keep within bounds, 
and not fquander away his ellatct 
Neither was he a l|^ve to lift 
gruller appetites ; but exceed- 
ing curious and rehned in his 
luxury ; his behaviour was ex- 
tremely obliging and polite ; 
his wit, in which he excelled 
all men of his time, natural 
and artlefs ; and all his a£hons 
were accompanied with a cer- 
tain air of negligence. How- 
! ever, he difeharged the procon- 
J fular government of Bitfiynia, 
and fooD after the conlulfhip 
; itfelf, with geeae reputation, 
ihewing himfelf in both thefe 
■ employments, equal to the ma- 
^ nagement of the greatefl affiurs. 
. Then returning to his Former 
vices, he was by Nero admitted 
to a great intimacy, nothing 
appearing to the empenor ele« 


gant and polite, but what wai 
recommended to him by the 
tafte and approbation of retro- 
nius. This conneflion Tigelli- 
DU9 could not endure ; and 
therefore to get rid of one, who 
in credit was his rival, and in 
the Iciencc of plcafurea his fu- 
perior, had recourfe to the 
cruelty and jealoufy of the 
prince, mo pafGons to Which 
all others gave room. He ac- 
cufed Petronius of having lived 
in great intimacy with the con- 
* fpirator ScevinuB ; fuborned one 
of his flaves to confirm the 
charge, and precluded him from 
all means of defence. Nero 
happened at that time to be up- 
on the road to Campania, and 
Petronius, having accompanied 
him as far as Cumz, was there 
by his order arrefled. With- 
out flattering himfelf with vain 
hopes, or condefeending to in- 
treaties, he forthwkh refolved 
to prevent his fentence by a vo- 
luntary death, which he under- 
went in a manner altogether 
new, but well fuited to the life 
he bad led ; for having ordored 
his veins to be cut, he diiPnoC 
Ihew any cagemeis to pur an 
end to his agonies, but dire£ked 
them to be clofed again, and 
then opened by intervals, juft as 
his fancy moved him, difeourf- 
ing the whole time with hit 
friends, not upon lerious Tub* 

D t joft*. 
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After the daughter of fo many illuftriouj men, Nero at 
length, attempted, fays our hiftorian, to extirpate virtue it« 
TArafea felf irt the perfona of Bareas Soranus, and Thrafca Pxtus, 
and Sura- long Gncc the obje£^5 of his hatred, ^hrafea had with- 
Muj accuf- drawn from the fenalc, as we have related, when the affair 
of Agrippina came under debate. At the fports, called Ju- 
Crimes laid vcnalcs, he could not approve of the emperor's adling and 
to their fingiug upon the ftage: when the fenate intended to con- 

ekarst, demn Antiftius the prxtor to death for a virulent fatire 

compofed againff Nero, he propofed a mitigation of the 
feiitence, and carried it: when divine honours were de- 
creed to Poppxa, he abfcnted himfelf, and declined attend- 
ing her funeral : he had not in three years once attenaed 
the fenate ; and though inveffed with the quindecimviral 
prieffood, had never made oblations for the fafety of the 
prince, and the prefervation of his heavenly voice. Thefe 
were the crimes urged againfl: Thrafca by Capito Coflutia- 
nus, and Marcellus Eprius, two notorious informers. ORo- 
rius Sabinus, a Roman knight, undertook the talk of accuf- 
in Bareas Saranus : the crimes imputed to him, were his 
friendfliip with Plautus, who had been murdered by Nero’s 
orders in Afia, and his intrigues with the AGatics, while 
he governed them in quality of proconful, in order to en- 
gage them in a revolt. But his real crimes were, his hav- 
ing governed Aiia with remerkable vigilance and juRice j 
hi^ opening the port of Ephefus, a work greatly applauded 
by the AGatics, and his leaving the inhabitants of Perga- 
mus unpuiii/lied for oppofing Acratus, one of Nero’s fieed- 
when he endeavoured trf Rrip their city of all its 
pftliires and Ratues. 'Fhe jundlure Nero chofe for deRroy- 
ing thefe two great men, was that of the arrival of Tiri- 
dates to receive the crown of Armenia, either becaufe the 

as if he aimed at the natural. In his laff will« he 
gkiry of copffuicy in braving flattered neither Nero nor Ti- 
dcath, buc upon indifferent mat- gellinus, nor any of the great 
ters, hearkening with attention men in power, as mod others 
ta gay epigrams, love-verfes, had done; but under feigned 
and entertaining Rories: fome nameff of harlots and catamites, 
of his (laves he rewarded with deferibed the fecret abomina- 
bou^ties, others he puniffied dons of the emperor ; tranl'mit- 
with Rripes ; he even diverted ted to him this pldturc of him- 
himfelf with walking out, and felf carefully fealed; and then 
refrelhed himfclf with fleep, that broke his figiiet, that it might 
his death, though ip reality vio- not after his death become a 
lent, might, appear altogether fnare to the innocent (i). 

(i) Tacit. Ann. lib. Xvi. cap. 16^19., 
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]^ublic attention would be wholly engaged in that fpe^lacle; 
Orbecaufe Nero meant, on that occafion, to difplay his 
^reatnefs and power, by the llaughrcr of the two 'mod 
iMuftripus men in* the whole empire. •While the whole city 
flocked to fee a foreign king, Thrafca received orders not 
tuhnitend his entry.* In confequcnce of this order, he ad- 
,j|l^ffed a memorial to Nero, befeeching the emperor to 
mpquaint him with (he allegadons againft him, and dtlering 
vindicate himfelf, were he but apprifed of the charge. 

. !|Krero received the remonftrance greedily, hoping that i'hra- 
^^ea, under the apprehcnfion of his impending fate, might 
%ave written fomething tending to the glory of the prince, 
, and his own diferedit; but finding himfelf difappointed, 
nnd dreading the countenance, the high fpirit, and fice 
Speech of a man fo generally elteemed and revered, he 
ordered the fenate to be fummoned. 

Thrafea having afiembled his friends and relations to 
confult, whether he ffaould attempt a defence, or be fiJent, 
Rudicus Arulanus, a young man of great courage, and one 
of the tribunes of the people, wboaffided ait the conlulta- 
tion, offered to oppofe the decree of the fenalc : but Thra- 
fea would not allow him to purfue fuch methods as would 
«*iii the end prove fatal to his own life. Next day, two ccn 
horts of the praetorian guards furrounded the temple of 
Venus, where the fenate was to meet ; all the avenues to 
it were bcTct with men in their gowns, the common drefs 
of the city, but armed with fwords, which they took no 
care to conceal \ the gre^Ufquares, and temples, were filled 
with bands of foktiers under arms. Through thefe the fe- 
iiators puffed to the aflembly, where, after a fpeecli feiit 
to them by Nero, and read by his qu^dor, in which he 
^ openly declared what he required of them, they condemn- 
ed Thrafea, Soranus, and his daughter Servilia, hut grant- 
ed them the choice of their own deaths. The charge 
brought againd Servilia was, that die had chufulted the 
magicians ; this die did not deny ; but declared, at the 
fame time, that her conful Cation had been confined to ihc 
confervation of her own family, whether the wrath of Nero 
might nor be appeafefl, and wh|;tber any tragical judgment 
would follow the cognizance of the fenate 

Farther than this Che had not inquired; but neverthelefs 
die was brought into the fenate, and arraigned by Odoritis 
Sabinus, who quedioned her, whether Che had not convert- 
ed into money all her ornaments, to defray the ex pence of 
magic lites and facrifices. To this quedion young Scrviiin, 
(for die was under twenty), embracing the altars, u'irli a 
flood of tearS| anfwered| that the whole of her confulta- 
D j lion 
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tion had been to know, whether the emperor, and the fa« 
thers of the fenate, would to her dear and indulgent parent, 
OTerwhelmcd with terror, gracioufly afford protection and 
fafety. With this view, faid flie, Iprefented the diviners, 
men till now utterly unknown to me, with my jewels, ap- 
parel, and the other ornaments peculiar to my quality, as 1 
would have prefented my blood and life, had my blood and 
life bSen reejuired. But whatever this my conduCfc was, my 
unfortunate father was an utter flranger to it ; and, if it is 
a crime, I alone am the delinquent. Thefe words alarmed 
Soranu5| who interrupted her while flie was yet uttering 
them, crying out, that as ffie was notfuppofed to be guilLy 
of the crimes laid to his charge, her caule ought to dit- 
joined from his \ that his own fate, whatever it ihould 
prove, he was ready to undergo ; b|it hoped, that in the 
danger of the father they would not involve the innocent 
daughter. Having thus Ipoken, he was haftening to em- 
brace his daughter, whq dew to meet him \ but the epn- 
ful’s liClors interpofed 

Sentence was no fooner pronounced againft the pretend- 
ed criminals, than the gusAqr was difpatched to Thrafea, 
who was then in his gardens, reafoning with Demetrius, a 
Cynic philofopher, about the nature of the foul, and its 
departure from the body. While he was intent upon this 
difeourfe, Domitius Cascilianus, one of his mpfl intimate 
friends, arrived, and related to him what the fenate had 
TArafia"! decreed. Thrafea heard him, without betraying, either in 
magnani^ his voice or countenance, the leaft concern ; only turning to 
his friends, who came with Czcilianus, ne embraced them, 

' took his laft farewell, and prefled them forthwith to retire, 
left they Ihould, for their unfeafonable compailion, be in- 
volved in the fame fate. His wife Arria was very earneft 
to follow the example of her mother, who bore the fame 
name, and was wife to Cecina Partus, with whom fhe 
died, as w£ have related elfewhere; but Thrafea would 
not, by any means, allow her to (hare in his fate, befeech- 
ing her to preferve her life, and not deprive their daughter 
of her only remaining refuge. He'^then went into a gal- 
lery, and there the quaeAqr delivered in form the fentence 
of tke fenate, which he immediately put in execution, re- 
tiring into his chamber with Helvidius, his fon-in-law, De- 
metrius, and the quzilor, in whofe prefence he ordered the 
veins of both his arms to be cut. As the blood fprung, he 
called the quzflor nearer, and fprinkling the floor with it. 
Let US (faid he to him) make this libation to Jupiter the 

Tacit. Anna!, lib. xv|. cap. ao-^33. 
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; Deliverer. Behold^ young man ; may the gods avert the 
omen ! but you are bom in fuch times, as require you to 
fortify your mind with examples of conftancy.” So faying, 
he was feized with convulGons, and expired ^ 

Soon after the death Thrafea, Nero, to divert the at- I’rriiftrfet 
tention of the publit from their domeflic calamities, re- tro^vjud 

J ived Tiridates with all the pomp of m^efty and grandeur 

aginable, and crowned him, in one of the great fquares, ^ 
ig of Armenia. This was the moft magnificent and 
mpous ceremony that had ever been feen in Rome ; but 
^as we have already deferibed it, we fliall only add here, that 
j Nero allowed him, during his ftay at Rome, eighty thou- 
fand nummi a-day, and loaded him, at his departure, with 
prefents of immenfe value (N). Nero folicited Vologefes, 
brother to Tiridates, and king of the Parthians, to come 
likewife to Rome ; but in vain, Vologefes only replying, 
that Nero might, with lefs trouble, crofs the Mediterra- 
nean, and come into Afia, where he would endeavour to 
* meet him. The emperori piqued at this anfwer, refolv- rt» 
cd to make war upon the Parthian j and, with this view, 
made great preparations ; ordered the flower of the armies 
in lllyricum, Germany, and Britain, to march towards the ihim } 
kingdom of Albania ; and raifed a new legion of Italians, 
each man fix feet high, ^ich he called the Legion olF 
Alexandei^ the Great K But upon intelligence that the butrhm^n 
Parthian king was inflexible, and prepared on his fide for 
a vigorous defence, he thought it advifeable to leave the 
glory of conquel^, and Warlike exploits, to others, and 
confine his ambition to the unprincely honour of playing. 

Tinging, and afling upon the Rage. 

As the time for the celebration of the Olympic games andpafii 
approached, he left Italy, and pafled into Greece, with a intoCnm 
defign to gain the reputation of the heft harper, finger, 
adior, and charioteer in the whole Roman empire. The 

1 Tacit. Annal. lib. xvii cap- k Dio, lib. laiii. 

p- 719. Suet. cap. 19. , 

(N) The Armenian, who verfiil peai:e, as appears from a 
was a good courtier, had flat- medal, dated the thirteenth year 
tered the vain prince, and pre- of his reign, which did mot b(^ 
tended to be ravifticd with his gin ciH the month of October, 
harmonious voice, and the IkilL before which lime, that is, in 
be difplayed in charior-driving. the monih of May, the Jews^ 

After the coronation of Tin- miferably imprefled by iheir go- 
dates, Nero fliut up the temple vernors, eipecially Florus, had 
of Janus, in token of an uni- taken arms (1). 

(1) VideP.Pagi, Ann. 71. 
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Greeks, who furpafled all other nations in flattery, underr 
(landing that the emperor piqued himfelf upon his (kill in 
playings upon, the harp, had difpatched anibafl'adors to him 
with all the crowns dgfigned by their fevtiral cities for fuch 
playeirs ; an honour which was fo acceptable to Nero, that 
he not pnly gave their mefll^ngers ajudieiicc before any 
gjihers, but admitted them to an entertainment, which he 
had prepared for bis tppft intimate friends. On this occa- 
fion, one of them having intreated him to ling a fong, he 
ipimediately complied with his requeft, and w’as fo capti- 
'.atpd with ^Keir extravagant flattery, that he cried out, 
TJie Greeks alone have a good ear ; nonp hut they un.7 
derftand muficp” In a few days he fet put for Greece, lead- 
ing w'ith him, fays Dio Cadius, fuch multitudes, as might 
have eafily fcduped the Farthians, and all the nations of the 
Eall, had they not, like their general, been deflitute of all 
courage, and armed only with harps, fiddles, malks, buf- 
kiiis, and other theatrical implements. With this army he 
embarked, apd landing at Cafii^pe, immediately began to 
fing before the altar of Jupiter Cafli us. Tlience he ad- 

vanced into the heart of Greece, playing, finging, and act- 
ing in all the cities, through which he palled. Eut in the 
following year, Capjto and Rufus being confuls, he chiefly 
exerted his Ikill at the Olympic games, wbpre, to the eter- 
l]ial ignominy of the Roman nfpac, the lic.^d of ihc empire 
not afhamed to appear, as a competitor, Tmoiig the 
common harpers, player^, and charioteers- He won the 
pri:?e of mufic, by corrupting, was commonly believed, 
either the judges, or his competitors. Tlfb prize of chariot- 
driving he evidently forfeited ; for having attempted to 
drive with ten horfes, he wa§ thrown off, and fo hurt, that 
though he remounted, yet he was cnnftrained to defift, be- 
fore be bad ifiniflied the career. However, as he infilled 
upon the Judges excluding all cafual events and niisfor^ 
tunes, they decreed jiim the prize, to his inexprefflble fa- 
MbfafUpn (O), 

After 


(O) When the games were 
jDver, Nero not only rewarded 
the jiWges with the rights of 
koman citizens, and rich pre- 
fents, but reftored the whole 
province of Achaia to its an- 
cient liberty, taking upon him- 
felf the office of crier, and fo- 
lemnly prcnrlaiming the freedom 
of the Achseans at Corinth on 


the day the Illhminn games ; 
fo that from this time rhe Greeks 
continued free from all kind of 
taxes, impolitions, and tributes, 
governing themfelves by their 
mvn laws, till the reign of Vef- 
pafian, who revoked all the 
privileges andexemptions grant- 
ed them by Nero, as Ga|ba ob- 
liged the judges to refund rhe 
vaft 
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After tlilg conteft, he travelled all over Greece, not sinpim 
prompted by the comiflendable curiofity of vifiting the an- woj? •/ tie 
tiquities of that once celebrated country, but by the paltry ^ 
ambition of difpla^injj his ikill and art in finging, and play- 
ing upon the harp. He challenged every where the bell 
perfornicrs, and ne\jEr failed being declared vidor ; info- 
much that he is faid to have gained, in this progrefs, above 
eighteen hqndred prizes. He tranfmitted a particu>ar ac- 
count of each viftory to the fenate, enjoining them to ac- 
knowlege the favours of the gods towards him with victims, 
oblation^, and public proceflions, and to take care that the 
fame devotions were praftifed throughout the whole em- 
pire K That there might remain no monuments of other 
viflors, he commanded all their ftatues to be pulled down, 
to be dragged through the ftreets, and to be either daihed 
to pieces, or thrown into the common fewers 

Loaded with the crowns and prizes, he confulted the Con/ultJsAt 
oracle at Delphi, and was warned by the pretended deity 
of the place, To beware of feventy-three.” ^Tot refledl- 
ing on Galba’s age, he imagined this to be the term of his 
life, and conceived fo great.affurance of bis living, and en- 
joying an uninterrupted happinefs till that age, that having 
foon after loft many things of great value by fliipwrcck, he 
confidently told bis friends, that the very fi(h would bring 
them again ; nay, he was fo^poffelTcd with this notion, that 
Wo years Sfter, when tidings were brought him of the in- 
furredlipus in feyeral provinces, he was fo far from being 
alarmed, tl^at he feemed jjathey to rejoice at tliofe difturb- 
ances, fincc they *furnilhed him with a plauHble pretence 
of felzing the eftates of the inhabitants. The Pythonefs he 
prefented with a large fum, which Galba not long after ob- 
liged her tp refund This year Ceftius Callus, governor 
of Syria, being defeated on tne eighth of November by the 
Jews, after he had raifed the fiege of Jerufalem, acquaint- 
ed Nero with his overthrow j who appointed Muejanus go- 
vernor of Syria in bis room, and advanced Flavius Vefpa- Vtjfafian 

fianus to the command of the troops in that province. 

^ ^ iheje^ws* 

* Apoll. Ty. lib. v. cip. 3. Dio, lib. vi. p. 323. Paufan.in Cor. 

Suet. cap. 24. n Suet. ca^4o. Dio, p. 634. 

vail fuTTis, with which the aud people, Nero, when he de- 
chanting einperqr had prefented dared it free, bellowed upon 
them. As the province of them in its room the ifland of 
Achaia belonged to the fenate Sartlinia (1), 

(j) Suet. lib. vt' cap. zs. Dip, lib. Ixiii.p. 719. Paufan. in Cor. 

though 
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though he had not long before forbid him hit prefence, and 
threatened him with deftruaion, for hating nodded while 
he was Gnging on the ftage 

Before be left Grfitce, be undertook t5 cut the iftbmuSj 
in order to open a coniini unication between the Ionian and 
-ffig^ean feas, and by thefe means jfrevent the frequent 
wrecks that happenetl on the coaft of Peloponnefus. With 
this view, as he was always ready to attempt what was ge- 
nerally deemed impoffible, he affembled his pr^torian 
guards, and encouraged them, with large promifes, to un- 
dertake the work. Having folemnly prayed that the defign 
might turn to his glory, and the advantage of the common- 
wealth, he ordered the trumpets to found, and advanced 
at the head of his guards, Gnging and dancing, to the place 
where the work was to begin. There, with a golden 
pick-ax, which the governor of the province prefented, he 
pretended to fet an example to others \ but being tired after 
three ftrokes, he carried away in a bafket the handful of 
earth he had moved, and polled to Corinth, as proud as if 
he had undergone the labours of Hercules. He ordered the 
prifoners from all parts to be traiifported into Greece, and 
to be condemned only to this work. But either the infur- 
mountable difficulties that occurred, or the troubles which 
began to break out, or were apprehended about this time, 
obliged Nero to drop the eiltcrprize, though hf was with 
fuch ardour and eagernefs determined upon the execution 
of it, that he would rather have renounced the harp for 
ever, than feen his favourite prtfjeft thi^ defeated 

As he wanted money to fupply his prodigality, and de- 
fray his exorbitant expeiices, he plundered Grfl the province 
of Achaia, putting, under various pretences^ fuch of the 
Greeks to death as were thought wealthy, and feizing their 
eflates. From Achaia he extended his rapine to Italy and 
Rome, where all the riches of the known world centered. 
He had taken with him into Achaia fuch of the fenatorial 
and equellrian order as were conGderable for their birth, 
virtue, or fortunes, with a deGgn to difpatch them at a dif- 
tance from Rome, and confequently With more fafety and 
^lefs noife ■, fo that tidings were daily Drought to the city of 
the dfeath of fome of her moft illuftrious citizens, and or- 
ders to Helius, a freedman of the emperor Claudius, whom 
he had appointed governor of Rome, to feizc their edates ; 
for this year Nero iflued an ediQ, declaring, contrary to 

" Jofeph. Bell. Jud. Hb. ii. cap. 40. Tacit. Ann- lib.xvi. cap. 31. 
P Suet. cap. 31. Lucian. Nero, p. 143, 

the 
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the cuftom which had hitherto obtained, the ellates confis- 
cated even of thofe who anticipated their fentence by a vo- 
luntary death. 

Of the many gteat men who fuffered this year, none was 
more generally lamented than the brave Domitius Corbulo. 

He was equali fays Tacitus, in courage, prudence, and ex- Tht eha- 
perience, to the mod renowned commanders of ancient ruder of 
Kome, and at the fame time a true pattern of the modelty, CgrinUo, 
virtue^ and integrity of the primitive citizens. He was 
adored for his unbounded generofity, beneficence, and good- 
nature, even by the mod inveterate enemies of the Roman 
flame, who would readily have fubmitted to Rome, had 
Rome been governed by a Corbulo. Nero, well acquainted 
with his good qualities, honour, and integrity, repoiied in 
him an entire confidence, and invelled him with an unli- 
mited power in the Had, where he performed thofe exploits 
which we have deferibed in the hidory of Armenia. Though 
he commanded a powerful army, entirely at his devotion, 
was by all judged the mod worthy of the fovereign power, 
and might have eafily feized it, as he was equally admired 
by Romans and foreigners of every rank and condition ; yet 
he never enterl^sined the lead thought of raifing himfeli to 
the empire. This inviolable fidelity to fo criiel a tyrant, fo 
worthlefs a prince, was the^only circumdance which either 
Romans gr foreigners ever blamed in his chara£l:er. To 
this Tiridates alluded, when, fpeaking of him to Nero, he 
told the emperor, that in Corbulo he had an excellent Have. 

This year Nero, ^^ving rvfolved to dedroy Corbulo, whom 

he hated for his virtue and great abilities, wrote a letter to 

him, filled with the mod tender exprcdioiis of frieiidftiip, 

and invited him into Greece, pretending an eager defire to 

fee one to whom he was fo highly indebted. Corbulo, 

judging of the emperor’s fincerity from the uprightnefs of 

his own heart, immediately departed for Greece : hut Nero, 

the indant he was informed of his arrival at Cenchrese, 

the port of Corinth on the fide of the ^gsean Sea, difpatch- 

ed orders for his immediate execution ; which wer? no 

fooner communicated to the brave general, than, drawing UijcUaik. 

his fword, he plunged it intc^ his oread, faying, that he 

well deferved to die; no doubt, on account of hiscrefluHty* 

and inviolable attachment to fo vile a monder ^ Such 

was the end of the greated commander, and the bed man, 

jn the whole Roman edtpire ( Q^}. 

q Dio, p. 690«* 

( Q^) He was beloved by the his unlhaken fidelity ,■ but hated 
emperor, fays Dio CafiiuB, for for his virtue, of ^11 crimes the 

greateA. 
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In the fame year, Annxus Comutus, one of the moft 
learned men in Rome, was banifbed to a defert illand, for 
no other crime but the (ludy of pliilofophy, and profeilion 
of virtue (R). Nero,^ upon his leaving Rome, had com- 
mitted 


grcateft. He left behind him 
an accpunt of his wars, and 
other tranfni^ionB in the Eall, 
which are frequently quoted by 
Pliny, but have not reached our 
times (i). 

(R) The famous poets Lucan 
and Periius had been his difei- 
ples ; for he took great pleafure 
in inftrufting the Roman youth 
in the principles of the philnfo- 
phy of the Stoics, which he 
himfelf profefled- Perfius had 
a great veneration and edeem 
for him ; whence he left him by 
his laft will (for lie died in the 
ninth year of Nero's reign) fe- 
ven hundred volumes, and a 
confiderable fiun of money, 
which lall he reftored to the 
heirs of the deceafed, being fa- 
tisfied with the books. He is 
faid to have advifed Periiua’s 
mother to fupprefs fome poeti- 
cal compofitions, which her fon 
had wrirteii in his youth (?,). 
Dio Callius tells us (3), that 
Nero, having an inclination to 
write the Roman hillory in 
verfe, from the foundation of 
the city to his own time (for he 
had fome gefiius for poetry), 
and being told, that he could 
not^ comprife it in fewer than 
four hundred books, confulted 
Cornutus uponthat fubje£f, who 
iinfwered, that the number df 
books Vas too great, and that 
no one would read them. This 
Nero did not refent, believing 


Cornutus^ only meant, that no 
one would read them on ac- 
count of their number. Butane 
urging, that the books of Chry- 
fippus were more numerous, 
and yet generally read ; “ The 
.books of Chryfippus (replieil 
Cornutus), contain many ufe- 
ful precepts, which ferve to 
improve both our manners and 
underfl’anding.*' This anfwer 
provoked Nero to fuch a de- 
gree, that he was for having 
him immediately put to death ; 
but fevcral ofCornutus’sfriendi 
and dtfciples interpohng in his 
behalf, he was only baniAied. 
Aulus Gellius quotes certain 
comments upon Virgil, written 
by Annxus Cornutus, whom he 
liyles an illuflrious and learned 
grammarian (4} ; ahd likevvife 
his fecond book upon the fi- 
ures of rhetoric (5). Macro- 
i^s too fpecks of Annajus Cor- 
mitus, as a man well /killed in 
the Greek tongue. The trea- 
tife of the theology of the 
Greeks, which has reached nur 
times, and pafles under the name 
of Phornutus, is, by T'heodoret 
and others, aferibed to Cornu - 
tu 5 . From this work Porphy- 
rins pretends that Origen learnt 
to explain the Scripture by al- 
legories (6). It is certain, rhat 
Origen often makes ufe of the 
writings of Cornutus, to prove 
the tenets of the Chriftian reli- 
gion (7) ; but whether this be 


D) Vide Voir. Hid. Lat. lib. i. cap. aj. Sc Noris, dc Cenotaph. 
Piian, p. 334. Ven. 1681. (2) Dio, p. 7 5. Perl. Vil. p 495. 

(3) Dio, hb. 1x11. p. 715. (4) Aul. Gall, lib ii. cap. 6. (0 Idem, 

lib. ix. cap, 10. j[6) Eufeb. lib. vL cap, 19. (7) Vide Hier. 

•p. S4. 
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mitted the government of the city, as we have hinted be- CrueUUs 
fore, to Helius, invefting him with an abfolute power over exercifiJ 
all perfona, fenators not excepted, whom he was authorifed 
to banilh, condemn, and execute, without even acquaint- ^ 
ing the emperor with the crimes laTd to their charge, or 
waiting for hifi confent. Hcliiis, affifted by Polycletus, an- 
other Freedman, ma"dc the fame dreadful havock of the Ro- 
man nobility at Rome, as his maftcr did in Achaia, Vir- 
tue, quality, or wealth, were unpardonable crimes, and 
puniflied with death. Few noble families efcaped the cru- 
elty of the emperor, or the imperial freedman. The latter, 
more cruel, if poflTible, than Nero himfelf, cut off the neareft ‘ 
relations, and even the children of thofe he condemned ; 
executions which incenfed the city to futh a degree, that a 
general infurredion was apprehended. In this emergency, 

Helins difpatched meffengcr after meffenger to the empe- 
ror, reprefenting to him the ftate of affairs, and preffmg 
him to return to the capital with all j^iRble expedition. 

As Nero delayed his departure from day to day, and re- 
turned no other anfwer to Helius, than that if he truly loved 
him, he could not envy him the glory he was daily acquir- 
ing in Greece, but would rather wifli that Nero might re- 
turn worthy of himfelf ; the freedman left Rome unexped- 
cdly, and arriving in feven days in Greece, fo alarmed the 
emperor with the exaggerated account he gave him of the 
general difeontent that reigned in the city, that he imme- Nenre^ 
diatcly embarked for Italy. In his paffage, his fleet was 
difperfed by a violent ftorm, the fliips, laden with all the 
wealth of Gieecf, were^aft away, and he himfelf was in 
imminent danger of being loft with them. With much dif- 
ficulty he efcaped, and, upon his landing, caufed many of 
his riiimerous retinue to be inhumanly maffacred, for hav- 
ing imprudently betrayed an appearance of joy, while he 
was in danger of periftiing 

ife entered Naples through a breach in the.wall, accord- Hit tntry 
ing to the cuitoin of the vidtors in the Olympic games, and 

plesj Aowr, 


^ Dio, p. 723. Suet, cap. 13. • 

the Annaus Cornutus* who was Jlome before the reign of Ncrq. 
baniftied by Nero, is much and wrote feveral philofbphicJ 
queftioned by the critics (8), traifts. This we take to be the 
Suidas likewife mentions a phi- Annaeus Cornutus mentioned by 
lofopher, named Cornutus, and Dio Caflius ; but Suidas is mif- 
born at Leptis in Libya, who, taken, in fuppofing him to have 
according to him, came to been put to death by Nero. 


(8) Vide Voff, Hifl. Lat. lib. ii. cap. si. 


in 
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in tlie fame manner marched into Antium, Albanum, and 
Rome. He made his entry into the latter city in the tri- 
umphal chariot of AuguHus, pompoully attiredi having 
with him, in the fame chariot, another |)layer upon the 
harp named 13 iodorus* wearing an Olympic crown on his 
head, and carrying a Pythic crown in his hand. Before 
him marched in great pomp, and richly drelTed, eighteen 
hundrefi perfons, each with a diadem in his hand, and un- 
der it an infeription, fignifying where it had been won, the 
name of the perfon whom the emperor had overcome, the 
fubjetH: and title of the fong, and fuch kind of important 
circumftanccs. His chariot was followed by the whole rab- 
ble of the city, exclaiming in deridon, that they were the 
fnlrliers of Auguftus, and claimed a fliare in the glory of 
the triumphant vi£lor. From the Viva Sacra, the procellion 
turned to the circus, which Nero entered through a breach, 
having caufed one of the arches to be thrown down. Thence 
they proceeded by^he Vclabrum, and the forum, to the pa- 
lace, and from the palace to the temple of Apollo, where 
he difplayed all his crowns, and ordered them to be carried 
from thence to his golden houfe, and there hungup round 
his bed, upon the many (latues which he had eredled to 
himfelf, in the habit and attire of a harper (S). Either 

this 


(S) The remaining part of 
this year he Ipent in playing up- 
on the harp, tinging and a£ling 
upon the lliige, not one of the 
nobility daring to be abfent up- 
on any pretence, from his thea- 
trical reprefentations, though 
they often lafled, not only the 
whole day, but the night. We 
are told, that he perfonated, 
with great art^ Canace in la- 
bour, Oreftes murdering his 
mother, CEdipus pulling out 
his mwn eyes, and Hercules 
frantic; in which laft repre- 
fentarion a raw foldier, then, 
g\sard, feeing the emperor* 
bound in chains, as the argu- 
ment required, and fuppofing 
It real violence, ran in, fword 
in hand, to his relief, and 
cleared the Aagc, a circum- 
ilance which did not a little di- 
vert the weary multitude. While 


he was acting in a tragedy, the^ 
battoon happening to rail out of 
his hand, he betrayed fuch con- 
cern and fear of forfeiting the 
reputation oF an able a£tor, that 
he could not purfue his part, 
till one of his fellow-actors af- 
fured him upon oath, that not 
one of the audience had taken 
the lealt notice of fo fn|^ll a 
fault, which was merely cafual. 
To preferve his voice, he ufed 
to lie conftantly on his back, 
with a thin plate of lead upon 
his flomflch, took frequently 
vomits ani purging potions, and 
abHaining from dl forts of 
truit, and meats reputed pre- 
judicial to his voice : nay, he 
gave over at length, through 
tear of hurting his voice, mak- 
ing rpeeches to the foldiery or 
fenaic, contenting himfelf with 
ugnifying his pleafurc to them 
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this or the preceding year, a confpiracy was formed againll 
him by Vinicius, and difeovered at Beneventum ; and this 
is all we find concerning it in the hiftories of thofe dmeSi 
which are ftill extant. 

The next confubwere Silius ItalicuSj the celebrated poet, 
and Galerius Trachalus •- In the courfe of this year, Nero, 
after having long fpofted with the blood of the human race, 
and made fpoil of the creation, was at length overtaken by 
the bloody fate which his enormous and crying iniquities 
deferved. His raging fury had quite exhaufted the patience 
both of Romans and foreigners, who were equally difpofed 
to a general revolution, and only wanted a perfon of con- 
fcfquence and experience to take the lead. The firlf, who 
had courage enough to declare his generous refolution of re- 
deeming the world from the no lefs ignominious than ty- 
rannical yoke, under which it had groaned for more than 
thirteen years, was Julius Vindex, defeended from the an- 
cient kings of Aquitain, and at this time governor of Cel- 
tic Gaul. He was a true lover of his country, had on feve- 
ral occafions fignalized his courage, prudence, and expe- 
rience, in the military art, bore an utter averfion to flavery, 
and was pofiefied with an ardent ambition of tranfmitting 
his name to pofterity by Tome commendable a£tion We 
are told, that before he openly avowed his defign, he com- 
municated it to Galba, then governor of Hifpania Tarraco- 
nenlis, who neither countenanced nor difeovered it to Ne- 
ro i but feveral governors of other provinces, to whom 
Vindex had imparted it by letters, immediately forwarded 
them to the empgror 4'hough Galba did not at fird 

■ Plin. lib. iii. ep. 7. Front. Aqusduc. p. 119. Idatius, &c. 
t Dio, lib. Ixiii. p. 724. Suet. cap. 4o.#Tacir. Hilt. lib. i. cap. 16. 
n Plut. Vit. Galbx. 

in writing, orhy the mouth of tranfported with any fudden 
feme of his friends or freedmen. emotion, did not attend to his 
After his return from Greece, admonitions, to flsp his mouth 
he eftabliflied a new employ- with a napkin. The molt ef- 
ment, charging one, whom he feftual means of courting his 
called, with a name borrowed favour was, to commend fiis 
from the Greek tongiAC, his voice, to pretend raptures while 
phonadus, to take care of his h 9 rung, to appear dejedted, and 
voice. He would never fpeak be very importunate, ifhBpre- 
but in the prefence of this new tended, as he fometimes did, 
officer, who was firft to admo- like other fingers, not to du 
nifli him, when he talked too what he was moft ardently de- 
loud, or ftrained himfelf; and firous of doing (1). 
afterwards, if the emperor, 

(0 Suer, cap. 95. 

[hew 
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flicw himfcif inclined to favour the revolt, jret tlie fcra^i 
Vintlex, having about the beginning of March, aflemblei 
the Gauls, harraffed and reduced to beggary, by heavy tri 
butes and impofifions, communicated tp, them his dcGgn 
encouraged them to concur chcarfuUy in his meafures, anc 
in a long fpeech difplayfed their many grievances, fron 
which he faid there were no hopes of relief, fo long as then 
tyraniiical and cruel oppreflor lived or reigned* 

His delign was univerfaJly applauded by the Gauls, who 
immediaiely flocked to him from all parts; iiifomuch, that 
though he had no Homan troops under his command, yet 
he found himfelf in a fhort time at the head of a hundred 
thoufand armed men. ITius ftrengthened, he wrote once 
moie to Galba, exhorting him to cfpoufe the common 
caufc of mankind, and put himfelf at the head of the Gauls, 
who already conftituted a body of a hundred thoufand arm- 
ed men, and could, if neceflTary, raife a greater force- At 
the lame time an exprefs arrived from the governor of Aqui- 
tain, demanding fucrours againft Vindex. Upon the re- 
ceipt of thefe important difpatches, Galba aflembled his 
friends before he returned an anfwer to either of the meflen- 
gers. In the council they were almoft all of opinion, that 
he ought to be informed bow Rome was inclined, before 
be declared : but Titus Vinius, tribune of the only legion 
in the province, ftarting np, What room (faid he) is here 
for deliberation ? It is a crime even to queftioft, whether 
or not we fhall continue faithful to Nero, and as fuch it 
w\\\ be puniibed by him. There is no medium ; you mull: 
cither agree to the overture of Vindex, < and conGder Nero 
as your declared enemy, or march this inftant againft a per- 
fon who had rather h#c Galba for emperor than Nero.” 
This fpeech made a deep imprelTjon upon the mind of Gal- 
ba, who was likewife animated by fcveral favourable omens,* 
and above all by apreditlion, which was uttered about this 
time by a young virgin of great diftin£lioii in iSpaIn, and 
agreed exactly with anoilier. which had been delivered two 
hundred years before ; importing, that Spain fliould one 
d^y give a prince to Rome, and to ^the world a fovereign. 
He therefore hefitated no longer but appointed a certain 
^ day for the Spaniards to meet at New Carthage, now Car- 
thagena. 

The Spaniards, informed of the revolt in Gaul, and fuf- 
pe£f ing his defign, obeyed the fummons with great alacrity^ 
for they abhorred the very name of Nero, and flocked from 
all quarters to Cartbagena, where Galba, afeending the 
tribunal, round which were placed the images of feveral 
iJluftrious perfons, whom Nero had caufed to be inhumanly 

maflacred. 
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Diaflacrcdi openly declared his dcGgn in afpeecb add^ffed 
to that namerous aflcmbly ; which he could not finiOi, be- 
ing interrupted by the loud (houts and joyful acclama- 
tions of the multitudej faluting hiniiWith one voice, em- 
peror and Auguftus. 

Galba« declining thefe fpecious titles, declared, that he Ut 
devoted himfelf to the fervice of his country, only as lieute- n'i/r if 
nant to the fenate and people^. Thus proclaimed, or- 
dered levies to be made throughout the whole province ; fe- 
le£fed a certain number of perfons of known prudence and 
experience, and with them formed a kind of fenate ; ap- 
pointing a band of young knights, whom he called evocati, 
to guard the door of his chamber ; and caufed edi£ls to be 
fixed up in every city of the province, inviting the inhabi- 
tants to join him,* and lend what aflillance they could to- 
wards the recovery of their liberty, and the fuccefs of an 
enterprize which (0 nearly concerned their intereft. Otho, 
who uill governed LuHtania, was the ftrlt who declared for 
Galba, fending him all his gold and Giver plate to turn into 
money ; arid likewife his domeftics, who were more ac- 
cuftomed to a court, and knew better than Galba’sj how to 
ferve an emperor 

The firft tidings of the revolt of Vindex and the Gauls, Nero h not 
came to Nero at Naples \ but he was fo far from being af- offe&ed 
feded with-it, that he ratherlfeemed to rejoice at the news, 
as affording a plaufible pretence to plunder thofe wealthy 
provinces \ fo that he continued to (ing, play, and ad upon ofVindtx% 
the flage, as ufual. for eight days fuccellively, without iffu- 
ing any orders for Tupprelling the revolt, or even writing or 
fpeakingtoaiiyperfon on thefubjedj he was only once heard 
to fay, upon receiving letters of a later date, exaggerating 
the impending danger, that he would make Vindex and 
the Gauls pay dear for difturbing his pleafures. At length 
the edids of Vindex, tilled with molt bitter invedives, 
roufed him fo far as to write to the fenate, recommending 
to the fathers the revenging of the injuries offered to him^ 
the fathers, and the whole republic, and excuting his ab- 
(ence with the pretencO of an inflammation in his throat (T). 

* But 

• 

V Suft. in Galba, cap. id. Dio, lib. Ixiv. p. 730. Pint- in Oath. 

X Suet, in Galba, cap. 10, & Plut. in Vit, Oth, 


(T) He refented nothing fo 
much as VindeX’s calling him, 
in one of his cdifls, an unikilful 
harper, and A henpbarbus inflead 
of Nero. He declared, that he 
VoL, xiir. 


would quit his adopted name, 
and refume that of his family, 
fince diey reproached him with 
it, as a name to be aOiamed of. 
The. other iiuputatioo afleded 
£ him 





complains 
oj Viudtx. 


Is alarmed 
at the rt' 
•volt of 
Calba* 


^he Roman 

Blit the alarm incrcafing, and meflengers arriving with dif- 
agreeaWe accounts, he at length left Naples in great dif- 
may, and repaired to Rome. However, his fiear was much 
abated by obferving on the road a tomb, on which was en- 
graved a Gaul overcome by a Roman knight, who dragged 
him on the ground by the hair. Thir frivolous prefage fo 
revived him, that he returned thanks to the gods for fuch 
an aul^icious omen. Upon his arrival in the city, inftead 
of aflembling the fenate or people, he only fummoned fome 
of the principal men to his palace ; and, after a (hort con- 
fultation, in which no refolutton was taken, he wafted the 
reft of the day in fhewing his counfellors certain muficai 
inftruments lately invented by himfelf, and fo contrived 
as to play by water. Here, entirely forgetful of the danger 
that threatened him, he difeourfed of the nature and work- 
manftiip of each, promiftng to produce them upon the ftage, 
“ provided Vindex would give him leave.’* 

However, he wrote to the fenate, complaining of Vindex, 
fet a price upon his head, recalled the troops that were 
on their march towards Albania, and ordered the legions 
in Illyricum to be immediately tranfported into Italy (U). 
He feemed to defpife Vindex, and to be under na appre- 
henfion of the Gauls ; but intelligence being brought of 
the revolt of Galba, juft as he was going to fupper, be was 
fo ftruck with it, that he remained a long time motionlefs, 
without being able to utter a ftngle word. "V^^hen he re- 
covered, he overturned in a violent rage the table, tore his 
garments, broke in pieces two cups of great value, and, 
dafhing his head agalnft the wall, cried out, he was un- 
done ; his misfortunes were without example ; his empire 
was feized, while he was ftill alive, and become the prey 
of an ufurper. However, he could not, even in the 
height of his. confternation and fear, refrain from his ufual 


him ftill mefre ; he could not 
bear it ; but in the tranfports of 
hij paffion broke out into bitter 
inveftives agalnft Vindex, abuf- 
ing him as one entirely ignorant 
I ofan^rt, which he had with ftis 
own induftry, and indefatigable 
panis, refined and brought to 
the greateft perfedlion : to re- 
fute this calumny, he played 
more frequently- than ever, ob- 
ferving witli great attention the 
countenances of the fpciftators, 
and aikii?g them whether they 


had ever heard or known a more 
ftulful player upon the harp chan 
himfelf, 

(U), We are told, that when 
news ivere brought to Vindex, 
that Nero had promifed ten 
millions of fefterces to any 
one who ftiould bring him his 
head, he anfwered with great 
calmefs, “ Whoever brings 
Nero’s head to me fliall, if 
he pleafes, have mine in ex- 
changer’’ 

dc- 
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debaucheries ; but purfucd his former courfe of life, feaft- 
ing, revelling, and* upon receiving news from the pro- 
vinces that fcemcd the leaft favourable to his aifaiis, jeft- 
ing and ridiculhig the heads of tte rebellion. He even 
appeared iii the theatre ; and becaufe one of the adors per- 
formed his part fo as to deferve extraordinary applaufe, he 
reprimanded him for invading the rights of the emperor r. 
In the mean the fenate, through fear and flattery, cfeclared 
Galba a traitor, and an enemy to his country. In confe- 
quence of this fentence, Nero immediately fcized his eflate, 
and commanded it to be put up to au£^ion ; a circumftance 
which Galba no fooner underilood, than he in his turn ex- 
pofed to fale Nero’s eftate in Spain, and found a great num- 
ber of purchafers^ 

This infult enraged Nero to fuch a degree, that in the 
firil tranfports of his fury, he refolved to fend perfons into 
all the provinces, to murder the governors and commanders 
of the armies, on pretence of their being privy to the con- 
fpiracy ; to order all the exiles to be maflacred, left they 
fliould join the revolters -, to cut the throats of the Gauls in 
Rome, as accomplices and favourers of their countrymen i 
to poifon the whole fenate at an entertainment ; to fet fire 
to the city, and at the fame time let loofe the wild beafts 
kept for the public fpedlaclgs, that the people being divert- 
ed from ejctinguifhing the flames, their deflru 61 ion, and 
the deflru^ion of the city, might be the more inevitable. 
But dropping, upon farther coiilideration, thefe barbarous 
defigns, not out o^ remorfc, but defpair of effefling them, 
he refolved to march in perfon againft the rebels ; and de- 
pofing the two confuls, Silius and Trachalus, entered alone 
upon the confullhip, pretending an ancient predi£lion, im- 
porting, that when Rome had but one conful, by him the 
Gauls fliould be overcome. Having therefore affumed the 
fafees, and other marks of the confular dignity^ he ordered 
levies to be made throughout Italy, named the officers who 
were to command under him, and caufed a great number 
of waggons to be got ready for conveying with fafety, ftot 
the engines of war, hjit his mufical inftniments, and the 
decorations of the flage ; for hd was fo dallardly as to de-^ 
dare to his intimate friends, chat he did not intend To try 
his fortune with the rebels in the held, but upon his arrival 
in the province, to prefent hlmfelf without arms before the 
armies, to weep, and viitli fighs and tears beg forgivenefs 
of his former condufi \ which if, couched with compailion, 

T Suet. lib. vi. cap. 4a. 

•cap. a. 
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thef fliould grant him, he deligned to engage and fii their 
affeAions, by diverting them with plays and fongs of 
triumph, which, he faid, it was high time for him to be- 
gin to compofe. ■ * 

In the mean time Galba’s party daily gained new ftrengtb, 
all the governors of the provinces declaring for him, except 
Clodius Macer, who commanded in Africa, and L. Rufus 
Verginius, or Virginius, governor of Upper Germany, 
where he had under his command forhe of the bell legions 
in the whole empire. The latter even marched againil Vin- 
dex with all his forces, and being joined by the inhabitants 
of Treves, the capital of Belgic Gaul, and powerfully aflift- 
cd in Celtic Gaul by the cities of Langres and Lyons, ad- 
vanced as far as the city of Befan5on, which he befieged. 
Upon this intelligence, Vindex marched to the relief of the 
place ; but upon his arrival Virginius defiring an interview 
with him, the two generals had a private conference, in 
which they agreed to ad againft Nero ; but Virginius could 
not be prevailed upon to declare for Galba. After a long 
confultation, Vindex returned to his troops, and with them 

^ advanced to Befan^on, in order to take poflellion of the 
place, purfuant to the private agreement of the two chiefs. 
Virginius’s men, believing that Vindex defigned to attack 
thei^ marched out without tbpir general’s orders, attacked 
the Gauls, who were altogether unprepared for,?n engage- 
ment, and with great daughter put them to flight (W). 

Vindex after the battle deftroyed himfelf, and after his 
death the viaorious legions defaced the images of Nero, 

h?m ‘ ^“^S»nius to accept the empire, fainting 

him, C®far, Emperor, and Auguftus.” Virginius was de- 

f vn fli? "/k " i and had on many occafions 

g Zed his prudence, valour, equity, and the virtues and 

citizen™^"n^^ r '5-'“ *" commander, or an excellent 

feized nil rl * aflurcs US, that he might have ealily 

Of the trlt he but feconded the%rdent wilhes 

Of the troops under his command. But cither out of a great- 

^ • Tacit. Hid. lib. i. .ap. Dio. pj ,.6. Plin. lib. ii. ep. a. 

but PlitMch*tSs° ui’^that^ the R*’™!, refolution (2). 

two armies engaged in defianr^ “if “ *P’®'d 

of the orders of their m •“ hands, that the two 

manders, who did all that hJ 
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ncfs of foul truly heroic, or a lively apprehenHon of ihc 
evil confequcnees which would inevitably accrue from al- 
lowing the foldiery to choofe an emperor, he not only re- 
jedicd their ofFef, but rcfolutely declared, that he would yirgimui 
neither take upon himfelf the fovefeign power, nor fuffer 
any one elfc to aflfume it, who was not appointed by the 
fenate, to whom afone the difpofal of the empire belonged. 

The fame anfwer he returned to the foldiery, when upon 
the news of Nero’s death they again importuned hini to ac- 
cept of the empire \ 

The death of Vindex, and declaration of Virginius, not The had 
#o fuffer any one to aflume the fovereignty without the con- 
fent of the fenate, exceedingly perplexed Galba. Be/ides, 
it was reported, that the legions commanded by Virginius, 
finding they could not perfuade their general to accept of 
the empire, threatened to return to Nero ; while fome of 
Galba’s own troops, repenting of the new oath they had 
taken, attempted to abandon him ; and certain Haves, whom 
one of Nero’s freedmen had prefented him with, formed a 
confpiracy, and would in all likelihood have difpatched him, 
had they not difcovercd themfelves by exhorting one an- 
other, as Galba was paQing through a narrow (Ireet to his 
baths, not to let flip fo favourable an opportunity. The 
new emperor, therefore, in the utmofl conftcriiation, wrote 
to Virginius, earneilly folkiting him to adf in concert with 
him againff Nero, the common enemy of mankind, and to 
give his afliftance to the great work gf relloring Rome to 
her ancient liberty. We are ignorant what anfwer Virgi- 
nius returned; Imt it feems to have been unfavourable to 
his deGgn, Gnce he retired a few days after with his friends 
to a city in Spain called Clunia, quite difheartened, repent- 
ing of what he had done, and ready to lay violent hands on 
himfelf ‘=. The levies commanded to be raifed at Rome 
by Nero went on but llowly; for though he fummoned all 
the tribes to take the military oath, yet no oi^e appeared he 
to bear arms ; infomuch that he was obliged to ilTue an edidl, 
ordering all matter^ Co furnifli a certain number of Haves, 
whom he cnfranclyfed and lifted among his troops. * He 
likewife obliged perfons of every rank and profeffion to con- 
tribute the greateft part of thtii yearly income towards t^e 
intended expedition, according as they were rated* in the 
books of the cenfors. 

Thefe heavy impofitions, together with his foolifh and 
unfeafonable delicacy (for he would receive no money but 
what was new coined), incenfed the people fo highly, that Rome. 

^ Plut> Vit. Galb. ' c Suet. cap. lo. 
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they openly oppofed the colleftors, telling tlKnii that the 
heft and ilioft ready means of fupplying the jirince with mo- 
ney^ was to oblige the informefs to refund the immenfe 
fums they had earned by their infamous p^-aftices As a 
famine began to be felt in the city, the fury of the popu- 
lace was heightened by the arrival of a Jhip from Egypt, at 
that time the granary of Rome, not laden with corn, as 
was cxpedled, but with fand for the gladiators and wreftlers. 
Upon this occafion, the people rofe in a tumultuous man- 
ner, overturned in the night moft of the emperor’s ftatucs, 
broke his images, plundered the houfes of his friends and 
favourites, and committed innumerable diforders, no one 
offering to appeafe or reftrain them. At the fame time 
news arrived of the revolt of the legions in Germany, which 
fo affefted Nero, that he inclofed poifon in a golden box, 
and went immediately into the Servillan gardens, whence 
he difpatched the freedmen, in whom he chiefly confided, 
to Oitia, to alTemble his fleet, being refolved to fail to 
Egypt, whither he had already fent fome German troops. 
However, before he left the palace, he founded the tribunes 
and centurions of his guards, afking them whether they 
were difpofed to accompany him in his flight ? But fome 
of them evading, others pofitively refufing to attend him, 
and one of them crying out, “ Ufque adeone mori miferum 
eft? Is it fo dreadful a thing to d5e ?” he was qnrte diflrafled 
and confounded in his thoughts refolving at one time to 
fly to the Farthians, at another to addrefs Galba as a fup- 
pliant, to appear in public clad in jieep mourning, and with 
all polhble humility and dejei^Iion implofe the forgivenefs 
of the people for his former condmfl ; and, if he found them 
inflexible, to befeecb the government of Egypt. To this 
purpofe an oration was found after his death among the reft 
of his papers i but he was deterred from delivering it by an 
apprehenfion of being tom in pieces by the outrageous mul- 
titude before^he could reach the roflra. 

He therefore put off taking any refolutipn till the neatt 
mean time, his ruin was completed by one 
whom he leaft fufpefted, Nymphidius Sabinus, who, though 
of a mean defeent, had been by Nero* upon the death of 
Feniu^ufus, appointed colleague of Tigellinus in the com- 
niand of the praetorian guards, and nowentertained thoughts 
of feizing the fovereignty for himfelf. However, he did 
not imniediatcly declare his ambitious views ; but pretend- 
mg to efpoufe the caufe of Galba, affured the guards, that 
^cro y^as fled, and promifed them fuch fums as neither 


^ Suet. cap. 44 
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Galba nor any other was able to difcharge. This promife 
Secured for the brefent eiwire to Galba, occaiioned af- 
terwards the lois of it, and, jSnalJy, produced the deftrui> 
tion of Nyniphi|}iu6 and the guards themfelves : for, the 
foldiery, thus deceived, and tempted by the promifes of 
J^ymphidius, ahanctoned Nero, notwithitanding their long 
and fworn fealty to the houfeof the.Csfars, and proclaimed 
Galba emperor ; even Tigeilinus, the chief authoi^of the 
crimes that rendered Nero’s name fo odious and detellable, 
forfook ai^ betrayed him in this extremity. The emperor, 
altogether unacquainted with the treafonable pradlices of 
Tigellinus, awaked about midnight ; when undcrllanding,' 
to his unfpeakable furprize, that his guards w^ere retired, 
he leaped out of bed, fent in great hallefor his friends, and Hh fright 
none of them obeying the fummons, went at laftiii perfon, andean- 
attended by a few domeflics, to their feveral houfes ; but 
finding the doors .every-where Ihut, and no one deigning 
even to return an anfwer to his prayers and entreaties, he 
haftily returned to his chamber, which he found rifled, and 
ftripped of all the furniture. The golden box, in which he 
kept the poifon, prepared by the infamous Locufta, being 
likewife carried off, he fent for Spicillus, a celebrated gla- 
diator, to difpatch him ; but neither he, nor any ocher be- 
ing found to undertake that talk, he .exclaimed, in a fit of 
defpair, “ What.! have Ilii this forlorn condition neither 
friends nflr enemies P* Which words he had fcarce uttered, fn^j 
when he hurried out with a defign to throw himfelf into Kame^ 
the Tiber ; but he fuddenly (lopped, and wiflied for fome 
private place to rticolletl^imfelf, and refume his courage. 

Hereupon Phaon, one of his freedmen, offered him his 
country-houfe, fituated between the Salarian and Numen- 
tan roads, about four miles from the city. He accepted thu 
offer, and, without farther .delay, attended only by four 
perfons, of whom Sporus w^s one., left Rome, meanly ap- 
parelled and worfe mounted, concealing hi^ face through 
fear of being difeovered. Upon his fettiiig out, he was 
terrified and difmayed by dreadful flalhes of lightning, and 
a violent eartliquakj?, as if the gbolts of the many peTfons 
he had murdered wtre rifing up, fays Dio, againft the un- 
merciful tyrant. As he paifefl the camp of the prterori^ii 
guards, he heard them curfing him, and wifhing pmfperity 
and fuccefs to Galba. A paffenger, whom he met on the 
road, perceiving him and his attendants, " Thefe (faid 
he), are no doubt in purfuit of Nero:” another aJked him, 

What news of Nero in the city ?” His hoi fe darting at 
■the fight of a carcafe that lay in the way, the covering of 
his face was fliakeii off, and he was known by a foIdiLr t)f 
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the praetorian guards, named Mifficius, who faluted hln^ 
with the title of emperor. This falutation lb alarmed Nero 
and his attendants, that at the hrft turning they quitted 
their horfcs, and becking themfelves to a narrow path, 
crept with much difficulty through buflies and briars to the 
wall which iiiclofed Phaon^s grounds^ who intreated the 
emperor to conceal himfelf in a fand-pit, till he fliould find 
means ito introduce him with more fecrecy i but Nero an- 
fwe^ed, that he would not be burled till he was dead; and 
lay concealed among the briars, while Fhaon examined the 
wall, to fee if he could be admitted undifeovered. 

In the mean time Ncyo, prejTed with thirft, took watc>r 
out of a ditch with his hands, faying, To this liquor is 
Nero reduced he likewife cleared with his own hands his 
garments of the briars that had lluck to them. In order to 
procure a more private accefs to the houfe, a hole was 
opened in the wall, through which he was dragged, and 
conveyed into a room very indiiferently fumifhed, where 
he pafred the remainder of the night, and part of the fol- 
lowing day, in furh agonies as can hardly be expreffed, 
alarmed at the leaft noiic he heard, apprehenfive that af- 
faflins were come to murder him, and not daring to fpeak 
through fear of being difeovered. He now repented of the 
many crimes he had committed, wifbed he had purfued a 
virtuous condu£l, was fenfible^hat thofe who had advifed 
the meafures he had followed were his greateft enemies, 
9pd had conifantly in his mouth the following words, taken 
out of a tragedy, intitled CEdipus Banifhed, the laft in 
which he had a£ied : ” My father, moth fir, and wife dooip 
me to defirudion y' As thofe who attended him were 
conflantly foliciting and importuning him to prevent, by a 
voluntary death, the dangers that threatened him, he at lad 
ordered his grave to be dng, and wood and water to be pro- 
vided for wafhing and burning his body, lamenting while 
be gaye thefu orders in a manner altogether unmanly, an^ 
often repeating, with many fighs and tears, “ Wnat an 
■rt^ will the world lofe 

The news of Nero’s flight filled the city with joy ; the 
^natc aflcmblcd early in ihc mornftig, and proclaimed 
dialb^cmperor ; and, having taken the ufual oaths to the 
new fovercign, declared Nero an enemy to the ftate, and 
doomed him to bepunifbed more majorum. One of Pha- 
oii s friends immediately difpatched a courier, acquainting 
DjniTi with the tranfadlions of the fenate. As foon as the 
meflenger appeared, Nero fnatched the letter out of his 

p Suel. cap. 48. Dio, p. 6.7. ^ i psp, 43. 
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hand ; and fincHng that he was declared an enemy to the 
ftate, and doomed to be puniflicd more majorum, he aikedj 
what kind of punifiiment that was. He was informed 
that, purfuant to the fentence of the.fcnate, he was to be 
ftripped naked, 'his head to be faflened in a pillory, and 
he in that posture tg be whipped to death j a defeription 
which fo terrified him, that he fnatched up two daggers, 
which he always carried about with him, feemingly^deter- 
mined to anticipate in that inflant the execution of fo cruel 
a fentence by a voluntary death ; but after trying their 
points with a trembling hand, he fiieatbed them again, 
faying, that his fatal hour was not yet come : then turn- 
ing to Sporus, he deli red him to begin his complaints and 
lamentations, fince the fatal moment approached. He be- 
trayed fuch cowardice as to intreat, with many tears, that 
fome of his attendants would, by their example, encourage 
him ^o die with refolution and intrepidity. But none 
(hewing the leall inclination to animate him at the expence 
of their own lives, he drove to raife his drooping fpirits 
with the following words : ‘‘ Courage, Nero, courage ! 
fuch pufillanimity in an emperor is bafe and difiionourable ; 
the pains of death ^re but diort and momentary; ftrike 
boldly” 

Thus he continued animating bimfelf, but to no efFe£l; 
till hearing the noife of fonte horfemen fent by the fenatc 
to feize bim| and bring him alive to Rome, he exclaimed, 
in a Greek verfe, 

A difmal opife of horfes ftrlkes my ears ; 

and, drawing a dagger, put it to his throat ; but his cou- 
rage failing him, he befought Epaphroditus, his freed- 
man and fecretary, to give him his allidance. He com- 
plied with great relu<i^ance, and paid dear for it, being af- 
terwards put to death by Domitian for imbruing his hands 
in the blood of the Caefars. Before he was entirely dead, 
the centurion fent by the fenate to apprehend him, entered 
the room ; and pretending he was come to his relief, encka- 
voured to flop the bk)od : Nero gave him no other aiifwer 
than, “ It is too late : is this yqur fidelity and allegiance?” 
With which words he expired, his eyes Haring in a iright^ 
ful manner, to the great amazement of the fpeflators 
Upon the firll rumour of his death, one of Galba’s freed- 
men, not trulling to common report, repaired to the place 
where his body lay ; and having beheld the lifelefs carcafe 
extended on the ground, all covered with gore, hallened 
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to Spain with the important tidings . Many others, 
prompted by the like curiofity, flocked to Phaon's country- 
houfe. His death being no longer queftioned, the joy of 
the Roman people vas urivcrfal, that they 

paraded the ftreets with fiich caps on their heads, as were 
worn by manumitted flaves, congratulating one another 
upon their deliverance from fo hard a bondage, overturned 
and dtffticd in pieces moft of Nero’s ftatucs, and killed as 
many of his friends as fell into their hands. Such was the 
miferabic end of Nero, the fixth emperor of Rome, who 
by his unparalleled iniquities, deferved the misfortunes 
which bcfel him. He died in the thirty-firft year of h^s 
age, having reigned thirteen years and about eight months. 
We need not enlarge on his charader, fince the name of 
Nero is by moft nations made ufe of emphatically to ex- 
prefs a barbarous, furious, and abandoned tyrant. Pliny 
calls him the common enemy and fury of mankind *, and 
moft writers exhibit him as the pattern of a mercilcfs ty- 
rant 5 and indeed his whole life feems to have been a con- 
ftant ftruggle, to fliew how abandonedly wicked, how exe- 
crably bad a human creature can be, when vefted with 
great power. The only thing he earneftly commended to 
his attendants before he died was, that his head might not 
be cut oft, but his body burnt entire. His requeft was rea* 
dily granted by Icelus, one of "Galba’s freedmen, who like- 
wife allowed his obfequies to be performed with the ufual 
folcmnity. 

His a(hes were carefully deppfited in the ftately monu- 
ment of the Domitian family ]3y his coticubine A£le, and 
two other women, who, in his infancy, had been charged 
with the care of his education. He was not an eloquent 
fpeaker, Seneca having diverted him, if Suetonius is to be 
credited, from perufing the works of the ancient orators, 
left he (hould defpife his ftyle and compoGtions. He had 
a genius foi*poetry, and wrote verfes with great eafe ; fome 
indeed accufed him of plagiarifm ; but from this imputa- 
tiem Suetonius clears him, afluring us, that from the tab- 
lets on which be wrote, according to the cuftom of thofe 
times, and which our au^hpr narroWly examined, it evi- 
•denty appeared, that the verfes were neither tranferibed 
by him, nor diflated by another, being eftaced, interlined, 
and correAed, as thoughts or expieflions occurred to him, 
which he liked better ^ Though he died generally hated 
and abhorred, yet the vulgar, abandoned to debauchery, 
and- corrupted by the idle amufements of the theatre and 

^ Plut. Vit, Galb. * Plin. lib. vii. cap. 8, 
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prcus, began foon to regret the lofs of a prince, by whofe 
infamous vices tBey fubfifted. Hence they flocked to his 
tomb, adorned it wi^h flowers, and carried his images, in 
a fort of triumph* Vologefes likewife, king of the Par- 
thians, fliewed a particular refpcfl for Nero after his death, 
and by the ambafladgrs, whom be fent to the fenate to r&- 
new his alliance with the Roman people, earncftJy begged, 
that the memory of Nero might be revered, and a monu- 
ment ere£led to him. Some even pretended, that he was 
not dead, but would foon appear again, and take vengeance 
of his enemies : ediifis were publicly hung up, faid to be 
iffued by him ; and foon after a flave, who greatly refem- 
bled him, and was no lefs Ikilled in flnging and playing 
upon the harp, attempted to impofe upon the provinces of 
Aha and Achaia for the deceafed prince but was feized 
and executed in the ifland of Cytbnus ^ 

Several counterfeit Neros appeared afterwards ; one cf- 
pecially in the reign of the emperor Domitian, near twenty 
years after the true Nero was dead, created great difturb- 
ances in the Eaft, where he was followed by valt crowds. 
Artabanes, who then reigned in Farthia, efpoufed bis caufc, 
and fent him powerful fuccours ; but was at length pre- 
vailed upon to abandon the impoilor, and deliver him up to 
the Romans The family of the Caefars, propferly fpeak- 
iiig, ended in Caligula, who had been adopted by Tiberius; 
but nevertlTelefs, as Nero was defeended from Auguilus by 
bis mother Agrippina, the lioufe of the Cscfars is faid to 
have entded in this emperoj^ (X). 

• CHAP. 


1 Dio, lib. Ixiy. p. 73X. 
lib. i. cap. z. 

(X) The reign of Nero was 
diflinguiflicd by feveral writers 
of eminence. Fabiua RulHcus 
wrote the hillory of his own 
ti me, and is freq uently quoted by 
Tacitus; though, in the opinion 
of that impartial writer,* he be- 
trayed too much zeal in extoll- 
ing Seneca, ro whofe friendfhip 
he was .chiefly indebted for the 
plentiful fortune he poflefled. 
A. Perflus Flaccus acquired 
great fame by his Satires. He 
was ofan equeflrian family, allied 
to the mofl illuflriouB familiee 
in Rome, He was born in Vo- 


Sueton. cap. 57. Tacit. Hill. 

laterrz, a city of Hetruna. At 
the age of fixteen he fludied 
philofophy, togetlTer with Lu- 
can, under Anneus Cornutus, 
the famous Stoic, He w^ a 
man of a mild temper, of an 
unblemilhed charader, of ex- 
traordinary modefly, an^ un-i 
bounded beneficence. The fuh- 
jed of his fatirea are the faults 
of the orators and poets of his 
time, whom he expofes with 
great humour and elegance, 
without fparing Nero himfeJf. 
Czflus wflus died about the 
latter end of Nero’s reign, and 


59 

The popu- 
lace regref 
hit hjs. 


Several 

counterfeit 

JVlfroj. 



[ ] 


c, H A P. LiSl. 

Frow the Death of Nero to the Death of Vt^ 
telliuij when the Empire be^am hereStary a 
fecondTime, 


Thi rnnctf- OErvius Salpitius Galba, the fierenth emperor, Was, by 
tvrx «/ 1^ his father, defeended by the Sulpitian family, of 

Galbm (he moft ancient and illuilrious in Rome. Sulpitius^BtlbLJ 
governed iipain, in quality of praetor, and was the'^ft:f 

C^ufe 


left behind him feveral poetical 
pieces highly elleemed. He 
excelled in lyrics ; but fell far 
(hort of Horace (i). Lucan 
was put to death by Nero’s or- 
ders. His chief performance 
is his Pharfulia, wherein he de- 
feribes the war between 'Cnifar 
and Pompey, in the opinion of 
Quintilian, more like an orator 
than a poet (2). A Greek wo- 
man, named Pampliyla, gained 
rent reputation under Nero, 
y a general hiftor}% which (he 
comprifedin thirty- three books, 
well known to the ancients, hut 
not tranfinitted to modern 
times (3). Andromachus, a 
native ol Crete, by profeflion a 
phylician, inferibed to Nero a 
Greek poem on treacle, pre- 
ferved among the wwks. of Ga- 
len (4). • 

But of all the writers who 
flpurilhed under Nero, the moll 
renowned, without difpute, is 
the philofopher L. Annsus Se- 
0 neca. He applied himfclfffrft 
to the Audy of eloquence under 
his lather, and afterwards em- 
braced, with great ardour, the 
philofophy of the Stoics, hav- 


ing for his inAcuflors Attalus, 
Sotion, and others. By his 
firA wife, whofe name has not 
been tranfmitted to us, he had 
a fon named Marcus. To his 
fecond wife he took Pompeia 
Paulina, probably the daughter 
of Pompelus PauLinus, who, in 
the firft year of Nero’s reign, 
commanded in Lower Ger- 
^many. Though Seneca pro- 
felTed a philofophical life, he 
has been accufed of many things 
altogether unworthy of thatpro- 
f|ilion. Dio Cailius charges him 
with many abominable praflices, 
and even with having taught his 
pupil Nero thofe unnatural 
crimes, which will render his 
name infamous to the latcA 
poilerity (s)- Neverthclefs, 
that writer docs not betray the 
lea A prejudice againA him ; 
but, on the contrary, beAows 
frequently high elogiums upon 
him. »Though he often de- 
claimed, with great zeal, a^n A 
riches, yet, in the fpace of four 
years, partly by the favour of 
the prince, partly by c^ceAiv^c 
ufury, and hunting after hbAa- 
nients and inheritances, he 


(i) Dio. in E«erpt. vj. p, “P’ 

aipaflcd 
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eaufe of the war|rith Viriatus, the celebrated leader of the 
LuGtanians. He was aftewards created conful ; but ac- 
quired greater renown by his eloquence than by the offices 
he bore, being eftcemed the moft eloquent orator of his 
time. His grandfon, Sergius Galba, ferved with great re- 
putation under Juliu 9 Cxfar^ and diilinguiftied himfelf in 
the Gauliih war ; but afterwardsi imputing the lofs of the 
confullhip to the ill offices of thedid^ator, he joined Brutus 
and CaliiuSi and wasj on that accountj condemned by the 
Fedian law. His Ton Servius Galba, was more famous for 
his {ludies than his employments ; for he was not advanced 
above the degree of a prxtor, when he publifhed feveral 
hiftories, which are greatly extolled by the ancients. His 
fon, Sergius Galba^ married Mummia Achaica, the grand- 
daughter of the celebrated Q. Lutatius Catulus CapitoLinuSi 
and great grand-daughter of L. Mummiusi who took and 
rafed Corinth. By her he had two Tons, Caius and Ser- 
vius Sulpitius Galba the emperor. Caius, having in his 
youth fquandered away his edate, led a retired life in the 
country, till the twenty-fecond year of Tiberius’s reign ; 
when, upon receiving a letter from that prince, forbidding 
him to draw his lot for a province, he laid violent hands 
on himfelf. The prefent emperor was born on the twenty- 
fourth of December, in the Jifth year before the common 
Cbridian gera. His mother, Mummia Achaica, dying 
while he was an infant, his father foon after took to his fe- 
cond wife Livia Occllina, a lady of great quality and wealth. 
She adopted youngjGalba, who thereupon affiimed the name 
of L. Livius Occlla 5 which, however, he feems to have 
retained but a fliort time (Y). He was well verfed in all 
the liberal fciences, efpecially in the civil law. He mar- 

amafled an itnmenfe treafure. 

To his ufury, and iniquitous ex- 
tortions, Dio Caflius chiefly a- 
feribes the revolt of the Britons. 

Tacitus, who fpeaks of him as 
favourably as he thought con- 
(iflent with truth, owif , that 
he courted popular edeem, and 
was greedy of applaufe (6) ; and 
both Suetonius and Quintilian 
tells us, that he decried the 
eloquence of the ancient ora- 
tors, that his own might be the 
more efleemed. His dyle has 
been decried both by ancient 
and modern critics : but after 

(6} Annal. lib. xiii. cap. 11. 


all, his works deferve the high- 
ed edeem, for the refined mo- 
rals they contain ajd inculcate ; 
and every reader will find in 
them powerful motives to em- 
brace, and excellent rules* to 
purfue, a virtuous life. 

^ (Y) Wc are told by Sueto- 
nius, that while he was oge day^ 
amongd other noble youths of 
his own age faluting Augudus, 
the emperor laying his hand 
upon his head, ‘‘ And you too, 
my fon, (faid he), fhflll one 
day tade of empire.’* 
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ried Lepidat defcended of an illuftriouB^family ; but &6t 
and the two fons he had hy her, dying, ne led ever after a 
/ingle life, notwithftandiiig the folicitations of Agrippina 
the mother of NerO|. become a widow b^ the death of Do^ 
mitius. She had conceived a great paflion for him while 
his wife was living ; which occaiioned a quarrel between 
her and the mother of Lepida, who publicly upbraided her 
with her fcandalous conduft 

He was, by the interell of Livia, preferred to employments 
before the age required by the laws. During his prsetor- 
/hip, he diverted the people, at the fports called Floralia, 
with elephants walking upon the rope. When his praetcT- 
fliip was expired, he was appointed governor of Aquitain, 
and about a year after raifed to the conful/hip, in which of- 
fice he fucceeded L. Domitius, the father of Nero, and 
was fucceeded by Salvius Otho, the father of Otho, who 
was his fuccelTor in the empire. Caligula named him to 
the command of the legions in Germany, in the room of 
Getulicus) which trufl he difcharged with great reputation, 
having, in a /hort time, reflored the ancient difciplinc, 
which his predece/Tor had entirely negle£fed. Befides, he 
repulfed, with great bravery, the Germans, who had made 
an inroad into Gaul ; an exploit which gained him the fa- 
vour and elleem of Caligula. Upon the death of that em- 
peror, he was earnedly folicited, by many perfpns of great 
intered and power, to feize the empire for himfelf 5 but he, 
without hearkening to their propofals, obliged his troops to 
take the ufual oaths to Claudius, who thereupon received 
him into the number of his mod intimate friends, and ever 
after /hewed fo great an edeem for him, that being upon 
the point of fetting out on his expedition into Britain, he 
po/tponed his journey for fome days, on account of a /light 
indifpolition which feized Galba. Some time after, Africa 
being much hara/Ted with intedine troubles, and the inva- 
fions of the neighbouring Barbarians, he was, without 
drawing lots, according to cudom, fent into that province 
in, quality of proconful, and didinguifhed himfelf even above 
thofe who had gained the greated ^putation in that go- 
vernment. He remained ,there two years, during which 
•time he redored, with great prudence, and nece/Tary feve- 
nty, the province to its former tranquility. Upon his re- 
turn from Africa, he was honoured with the triumphal or- 
naments, and admitted among the Titian prieds, and the 
pneds of Augudus. From this time, to the middle of 
Nero 5 rejgn, he led a retired life, fearful of giving the tyr 
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Irant umbrage. During bis retirement he never ftirred out^ 
leven to take the uir, without a cart containing a vaft fum 
: of money, that he might not be reduced to want, in cafe 
be fliould have fotfnd it neceflary to cvifult his fafety by a 
fudden flight. 

Thus he lived, till Nero, without folicitation, named him 
the government of Hifpania Tarraconenfls. He govern- 
ed that province eight years, at firft with exceflive rigour, 
wf which authors give us feveral indances : however, by 
fdegrees he abated of his feverity, through fear of giving 
fNero occaflon of jealoufy, and abandoned himfelf, con- 
; trary to his inclination, to floth and idlenefs, faying, that 
no man could be called to account for doing nothing Ne- 
verthelefs, he neglefted to fupprefs the many bitter lam- 
poons which were handed about againd Nero, and fung 
throughout his province, or to enquire after, or punidi the 
authors of them. He could not check the cruelties and ex- 
tortions praftifed by the imperial procurators, whofe pro- 
vince it was to collect the taxes and other duties belonging 
to the revenue •, but openly diewed a tender concern for 
the fufferings of the opprefled people, which gained him 
the hearts of the natives, but provoked the emperor’s of- 
ficers to fuch a degree, that, at their indigation, Nero had 
already ordered him to be privately difpatched. Before 
ihefe orders could be put in "execution, he openly revolted 
in the manner we have related p* 

We left Galba at Clunia, a city of his province, whither 
he had retired in the utme^ conRernation, upon the news 
of the death of Vinclex, and the declaration of Virginius, not 
to feize the empire himfelf, nor differ any one elfe to af- 
fume it, who was not chofen by the fenate. While he was 
deliberating with his friends what meafures to take, and in 
the utmod defpair, ready to kill himfelf, his freedman Vi- 
cellius arrived in feven days from Rome : underdanding, 
upon his arrival, that Galba was rcpofing in liis chamber, 
he opened the door, and entering in fpitc of his guards, 
acquainted him, that Nero was dead ; and that he (Gallja) 
was declared emperojr, by the army, fenate, and people. 
This intelligence flew immediately through the neighbour- 
ing cities, and drew vad crowds to Clunia : Galba reieived" 
them in the mod condefeending manner, and communicated 
to them the news he had received. Two days after, Titus 
Vinius, tribunje of the only legion then in the province, 
having received from his friends in Rome a didin£f account 
of what had palfed in the capital, left the camp, and im- 

* SuetiCap. 6—9. F Dio, lib. Ixiii. p- 725. 
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parted it to his general. Nor was it lonedrefore mtitengef. 
arrived from the confuls Silius and TracteluSj whO| thougl' 
depofed by Nero, had, upon his death, refumed the fafeesj 
with the decrees of^the fenate, dedarivig Galba emperor, 
and vefting him with the fovereign power 
Htjetsout He no fooner received the decrees ^f the fenate than he 
fmr Rome, left Spain and fet oUt for Rome, attended by his Spanifh 
guar&, by his chief friends, and by Orho, proprietor of 
Lufitania, the firft governor who had declared for him) 
\ but advanced flowly, being, on account of his age, carried 

‘the whole way in a Jitter. The only perfon whom Galba 
feemed to dread and fufpef^, was Virginius Rufus, who 
was at the head of a powerful army in Germany ; had ac- 
quired great reputation by the defeat of Vindex, and was 
yirginiuj greatly beloved by the foldiery : but he, though ear* 
refu/es the neftly prefl'ed to alTume the fovereignty, not only by the 
empire. troops under his command, but likewife by deputies f^rom 
the legions, which, by Nero’s orders, had crofled over from 
Illyricum into Italy, continued firm to his hrfl refolution of 
referving to the fenate the power of electing an emperor ; 
and, when certain news were brought him of Nero's death, 
he ftill perfifted in refufing the title of emperor, though his 
foldiers bound themfelvesby a folemn oath to fupport him 
to the laft extremity and one of the tribunes, forcing his 
way into his tent, with his drawn fword, threatened to kill 
him on the fpot, if he continued to withftand the ardent 
wifhes of the whole army. 

OhU^ethis When he received from Ronue a certain account of the 
Ifgms to refolutions of the fenate, he immediately took the oath of 
to the new emperor, and perfuaded, not without 
* much difficulty, the troops under his command to abandon 

all thoughts of raifing him to the empire, which by the fe- 
nate had been decreed to another. Galba was fo pleafed 
with his loyal and generous conduct, that he immediately 
fent for hiTn, with a defign to have him near his perfon, 
and confer upon him fuch rewards as his fidelity deferved. 
Vtrginius received with the utmoft refpc£I Flacc us Hordco- 
nius, who was appointed to commai^ in his room, refign- 
^ed the army to him, and /ct out, without delay, to meet 
the emperor, who already approached the frontiers df Gaul. 

Ij rereiveJ Upon his arrival, he was received very coldly by Galba, 
by without the lead token, fays Plutarch, of afFe£Iion or ha- 
" tred, of gratitude or refentment. The emperor had a per- 
fonal value and efteem for him, and would have raifecl 
him, had he followed his own inclination, to the chief cm- 
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|)laymcnts in ihn ftatc : but Titus Vinius, who had already 
gained a great afcendency over Galba, and was jealous pf 
Virginius, did CTcry thing in bis power to eftrange from 
him die mind of the emperor, and to put a ftop to his pro* 
motion. Galba, upon his arrival at Narbonne, received 
the ambafladors fenU to him from the fenate in a moil 
obliging manner, and invited them to an entertainment, at 
which he refufed to make ufe of the filver and goldtplate 
which belonged to Ncto, contenting himfelf with his own ; 
a circumftancc which flicwed that he utterly defpifed all 
pomp and outward appearances of grandeur. However, 
hdwas foon perfuaded by Vinius to alter his condufl; in this 
particular, and put upon other m^afures, which haftened 
his ruin (Z). 

Nymphidius Sabinus, of whom we have fpoken in tho Nymphi- 
preceding reign, having, by his immenfe largefles, gained 
the afFe£l;ions of the praetorian guards, and perfuading him- 
felf that Galba, by reafon of his infirmities and old age, 
would never reach the capital, ufurped all the authority at 
Rome. Frefuming upon his intereft, he obliged Tigellinus, 
who commanded, jointly with him, the prxtorian guards^ 
to refign his commiflion. He made feveral magnificent 
and expenfive entertainments, inviting fuch as had been 
confuls, or had commanded armies, diftributed large funis 
among the people, and witH fhews and other diverlions, 
which he daily exhibited, gained fo great an interell with 
all ranks, that he already looked upon himfelf as foverelgn. 

The fenate, dreading his power, conferred extraordinary 
honours upon him, Tlyled him their proteffor, attended him 
when he appeared in public, and had recourfe to him for 
the confirmation of their decrees, as if he had been already 
iiivefted with the fovereign power. This bafe compliance 

(Z) He treated with the ut- Cornelius Marcellus, to be put 
moft feverity Tome cities of to death, and with them, if we 
Spain and Gaul that had been believe Suetonius (8), even their 
backward in acknowleging him, wives and children, for having 
publiltied threatening edi£ts a- refufed to join him, when he 
gainll them, and deprive! them firft revolt^ from Nero. Aa 
of great part of their territories, Galba was known to be a man 
loading them with heavy taxes, of a humane temper, anck na- * 
and cauiing their walls to be rurally averfe to all manner of 
pulled down (7). In Gaul he cruel^, thefe executions were 
ordered Vettius Chilo, and in generally imputed to Viniui, 

Spain Obultronius Sabinus, and and his other favourites. 

(IJ Sueton, cipi 13* 
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elated him to fuch a degree, that he afuropd, not leifurel^ 
and by degrees, but all at once, an abfoluee authority. 

Though he a£ted as fovereign, he bad not yet openly de* 
dared his defign of Seizing the empire f but when he un- 
derllood that Galba was already in Gaul, and approached 
the borders of Italy, that Cornelius Laco and Titus Vinius 
were appointed commanders of the prztorian guards he 
fumntbned the- officers under his command; and, after hav- 
ing bitterly inveighed againft Galba's favourites, who, he 
faid, would exercife the fame power and authority which 
had been ufurped by Tigellinus, if they were allowed time 
to eftablilh themfelves, he exhorted them to fend ambalfe- 
dors to the emperor, and require, in the name of the whole 
army, that he would difeharge from his fervice Laco and 
Vinius. If Galba complied with their requeft, he did not 
doubt but the whole power would devolve upon him, fince 
he had contributed more than any other to the ruin of Nero 
and promotion of Galba ; and this power he defigned to 
make ufe of againft Galba himfelf : if the emperor reicaed 
the petition of the army, his rcfufal, he hoped, would 
eltraiige their minds from him, and difpofe them to a re- 
volt. The officers did not approve of the motion ; on the 
contrary, they thought it abfurd and unreafonable to direA 
an emperor of Galba’s years and experience, and tell him 
who of his friends were to be trufted, and who difeharged. 
Nymphidius, therefore, changed his meafures - and, con- 
trary to the advice of Clodius Celfus. a native of Antioch, 
his intimate friend, refolvcd ni^onger to conceal his defign 
Accordingly he imparted it, without fiifguife, to fome of 
the officers, and they to the foldiers under their command ; 
It was alfo agreed, that Nymphidius Ihould be conveyed 

hut Anm*’'-'” proclaimed emperw : 

remmfe tribunes, touched with 

coX/ affctnbled his men in the evening, renounced the 
coirfederauy, and encouraged them to continue fteadv in 

hrouvhtTT of the tZne 

rtev^efoLdV Itta fcntiments ; fo that 

then- and w\th lo.i^ /k* ^ • other cohorts joined 

pe«r’ ’ «>outs, again proclaimed Galba cm- 
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raiiipstrts. Thefo circumftances greatly alarmed him ; but 
neverthelefs advancing nearer, he aflced them, what they 
deGgncd, and by whofe orders they had taken arms ? To 
thisqueftion they tafwered with one loice, “ We aie de- 
termined to acknowlcge no other emperor than Galba.” 
Nymphidius, pretending to concur in their fcntinients, 
commended their fidelity { and not yet defpairing of being 
able by large promifes to gain them over to his intcreft, or- 
dered them to open the gates to their general. They obey- 
ed but Nymphidius, upon his firil entering the camp, was 
faluted with a dart, which Septimius, who marched before 
him, received on his fhield. The traitor immediately iled^ 
but being clofely purfued by the foldiery, was overtaken 
and flain. His body was dragged through the camp, and 
next morning expofed to public view in an inclofure made 
for that purpofe ^ Galba being at the fame time informed 
of the treafon, and the punifhment inflid^ed on the traitor, 
difpatched orders to the fenate, enjoining them to put all 
his accomplices to death without diftin£tion. This com- 
mand was confidered as murdering fo many innocent peo- 
ple, as they were executed without being heard in their 
own defence. Every one expefied, from a man of Galba’s 
years and experience, a quite different conduff ; and there- 
fore the whole city was greatly alarmed at fuch illegal and 
arbitrary proceedings ■. But what occafioned a greater fur- 
prize, was his ordering Fetronius Turpilianus, who had 
been conful in the eighth year of Nero's reign, to be put 
to death, for no other criine than being faithful to that 
prince, and a£fing as general under him. From thefe hafty 
and illegal executions, it was generally concluded, that the 
new prince would not obferve that moderation in his ac- 
tions which he bad promifed in his fpeeches. 

After a long and f^atiguing march, Galba at length reach- 
ed the Milvian bridge, within twenty-five furlongs of the 
city, and was there met by a numerous body &£ marines, 
who by Nero had been formed into a legion, and were 
come to addrefs the new emperor for a confirmation pF 
their eftablifhment. G^lba either rejefling their petition, or 
putting off the affair to another {ime, they grew mutinous, 
furrounded the emperor, flopping up the way to all hers 
who came to wait upon him, and, with a tumultuous noife, 
required an eagle and legionary enfigns. Galba, provok- 
ed by their infolence, ordered his horfe to ride in among 
them, who put many to the fword, and the refl to flight. 
The emperor, not fatisfied with this feverity, commanded 

■ Tacit. Hift. lib, i. cap. 5- 
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thofe who had efcaped to be decimated ; jTo that, according 
to Tacitusi feveral thoufands fell either the fwords of 
the horfe, or thofe of the executioners ^ But what con- 
tributed moll to remler him both odiourf and contemptible, 
Lgb^ernfd was his fuffering himfelf to be entirely governed) and 
by hii fa- blindly controuled, by his three faveuriteSj Titus Vinius, 
vouritej, Cornelius Laco, and Marcianus Icelus, who, as they lodged 
in the palace, and were continually about the emperoF) 
were commonly ftyled his pedagogues (A). As the aged 
emperor repofed an entire confidence in thefe minifters, 
without ever enquiring into their condu£t, they prollituted 
the credit and charadler of their mailer to their own fordid 
Their fian- gain and wicked pailions. By them all things were fold ; 
ddloui con- oEces, provinces, public revenues, public juilice, and the 
lives of the innocent and guilty. He was old $ they were 
infatiable, and eager to make the moil of a Eort reign ; fo 
that in the court of Galba appeared all the evils and ex- 
ceiTes lately feen and abhorred in that of Nero. 

Galba tails arrival in the capital, was to call 

to an at- account, and puniE, according to their deforts, fuch 

counts and as had been the inilruments of the late tyrannical admi- 
punijbes the niftration. Among thefe, Elius Polycletus, Petinus, Patro- 
NarcilTus, all Nero’s freedmen, and Locufta, the infa- 
mous poifoner, were publicljr executed, to the infinite fa- 
tisfa£lion of the people, who* with loud acclamations, fol- 
lowed them to the place of execution. No one doubted 
but Tigellinus would receive the like fentence. He had 
been the chief author and proin«itcr of all Nero’s iniquities. 


t- Tacit. Hift. lib. i. cap. 6. 


(A) Titus Vinius was de- 
feended ot an illufiriuus family, 
but difgraced it by his infamous 
conduct j according to 

Tacitus, of all men the moft 
notorioufly wicked. He was a 
nnn of great boldnefs and ad- 
drefs, and, according as he chofe 
to apply his talents, capable^Df 
' perfuming great things for the 
public welfare, or plunging the 
itateiii endlefs calamities. Cor- 
nelius Laco, the other favourite, 
whom Galba had appointed 
captain of the prztorian guards 
betore he left Spain, was a man 
of llcndcr parts, of no courage 


or activity, but conceited of hii 
own talents. Icelus was a ma- 
numitted Have, but not inferior 
to the other two in favour and 
authority, Nero had vefted 
him, by the gold ring, with the 
order of knighthood, and he 
was onleve^ occafion called by 
an equefirian name, that of 
MartianuB. He was a man of 
infatiable avarice, and is faid, 
by fpoil and rapine, to have 
amalTed more wealth in the feven 
months that Galba reigned, than 
the moll rapacious freedman of 
Nero had done during the thir- 
teen years of his reign. 


had 



n^e Roman Hifiory. 

had perpetrated ^any unknown to him, and at lafi forfaken 
and betrayed hifn. Hence the execution of no man was 
more ardently wiftied for, more vehemently urged, by fuch 
as hated, by fuch»s lamented Nero ; both concurring from 
oppolite pallions, in the fame antipathy and requelt : but 
he had, with immeyfe prefents, purchafed the favour of 
Viniusj who protei^ed him, on pretence that his daughter 
had been faved by Tigellinus; and indeed he had.favcd 
her, fays Tacitus, not from any fentiment of clemency, but 
purely with a view to fecure the protedlion of her father, 
fliould a revolution happen in the (late Of this fcanda- 
Igus partiality the people loudly complained, and as often 
as the emperor appeared abroad, crowded about him, de- 
manding the execution of Tigellinus. This they earncHly 
begged in the theatre, in the circus, and at the gates of the 
palace. 

As the death of this execrable inftrument of Nero’s ty- 
ranny was thus demanded by the univerfal voice of the Ro- 
man people, it would have been but juft, as well as politic 
and popular, to facrifice him, though he had been lefs 
guilty than he really was, to the manes of fo many illuftri- 
ous Romans murdered by him, and to the honeft rage of 
the public. This ineafure would have obliged both the 
friends and enemies of Nero, gained the aiFe£lions of the 
people, and ftrengthened Salba’s party. But thefe were 
(mail conflderations with Vinius, in comparifon of filling 
his coffers : in order, therefore, to fave Tigellinus, who 
had engaged to pay him an immenfe fum, if he efcaped 
Unpunilhed, he ptfrfuadecf Galba, who repofed an entire 
confidence in him, not only to withftand the ardent wiChes 
and earned felicitations of the whole Roman people, but to 
check them with an edi£l, wherein he reproached them 
with cruelty, and hpped they would not make his govern^ 
ment appear tyrannical, nor iniift upon the execution of 
an unhappy man, who was dying of a confumjition. No- 
thing provoked the indignation of the people fo much as 
this edi£l ; for it was afterwards known, that Tigellinus 
had that day made a^facrihee to the gods for his rccovdVy, 
which was followed a magnificent entertainment ; and 
that Vinius, after having fupjled with the emperor, hac^ 
fpent the whole night in revelling with Tigellinus : *t was 
moreover known, that Vinius had carried his daughter with 
him to the entertainment ; and that Tigellinus, after having 
(hanked the father for the edi^, prefented the daughter 

o Tacit. Hill. 1 ^. i. cap. 7a. Dio, lib. Ixiv, p. 7x3. 
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firfl: with two hundred and fifty thoufand drachmaSi and 
afterwards with a necklace, which he took from the neck 
of the chief of his concubinesy valued at one hundred and 
fif^ thoufand more.. * 

Halotusj another of Nero's minifters, and perhaps no lefs 
hated, on account of his enormous cruelties and extortions, 
than Tigellinus, was in the fame manner, and from the 
fame motives, protedifed by the authority of Vinius ; and, 
in confi deration of an immenfe fum, which he paid to that 
wicked minifter, he not only efcaped unpunifhed, but was 
preferred to a moll honourable and profitably employ- 
ment^. Thus were criminals, notorioufiy guilty of the 
moft glaring iniquities, but poifelTed of wealth enough to 
purchafe the favour of the reigning minifier, fcreened from 
the punifiiment due to their crimes, while others, lefs 
guilty, were hurried to execution. This fcandalous par- 
tiality gained the minifter what he chiefly aimed at, im- 
menfe treafures, but brought the prince infinite public ha- 
tred 5 for, by not reftraining his minifter, he incurred the 
fame cenfure as if he had been pcrfonally guilty 

The example of Vinius was followed by the other mini- 
fters and favourites of the new emperor ; for being indulged 
in immoderate power, they expofed to fale all the honours 
and emoluments of the ftace. His bondmen too were eager 
to profit by the fudden funfhine, and to convert into hafty 
gains the fliort reign of a mafter already enfeebled with 
age. So that the people began loudly to complain : Why 
(faid they) was Nero depofed,*if things are not mended 
under Galba ? Why a new prince cholln, but for the eafe 
of the ftate, after a reign of violence and tyranny ? ” The 
public hatred, which the numberlefs iniquities of the em- 
peror’s minifters derived upon him, was heightened by his 
ill-timed ftridlnefs, and unpopular parfimony ; though his 
parfimony was chiefly aferibed to Vinius, who was faid to 
have reftrained the emperor's generofity to others, that he 
might the better gratify his own avarice. While the em- 
Pjror endeavoured to reform the abufes, and retrench the 
exorbitant expences that had prevailed in the preceding 
reign, he ran into the othyr extreme. No man's wealth, 
fays ^acitus, did he ever covet, but was fparing of his 
own, ^d of the public money greedy and tenacious. 

As the treafury had been quite exhaufted by Nero, who 
had confumed above feventy millions in profufe penGons 
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and donations, Galba, af^r having examined every expe- 
dient to raife the^neceflary fubfidies, preferred to all others, 
as the moll juft, tliat of fupplying the public at the expence 
of thofe, for wholf fake the people had been impoveriflied. 

All the partakers, therefore, in the late emperor's prodiga- He orders 
lities, were called to account; and it was enafled, that nine-tenikt 
they (hould retain only a tenth part, and reftore the reft : ' 

)}\it as they had fcarce a tenth left unwafted, having lavilhed 
the plunder of the public, and of their fellow-citizefls, in flortd. 
the fame riot and prodigality in which they had Squandered 
away their own private fortunes, the emperor obliged thofe 
who had bought or received any thing from them, to refund 
the whole. For thefe fearches and exaiftions, a new court 
was inftituted, in which prehded, according to Tacitus, 
thirty ; according to Suetonius, fifty Roman knights ; who 
extended their enquiries even into Greece, and there obliged 
the players upon inftruments, the adors, wreftlers, chario- 
teers, the judges at the Olympic games, and the pricllcfs 
of Apollo Delphicus, to reftore nine-tenths of Nero’s do- 
nations. As this was an inquifition without bounds, 
many were affe£led by it; and the court being new in its 
inftitution, from the multitude of officers, the numerous 
fuits, heavy and vexatious, every part of the empire was in 
a ferment. 

The foldiers of the prsc^rlan guards were kept quiet 
fome time^in expedlation of the prodigious donative, which 
had been promifed them by Nymphidius in Galba’s name, 
fuppofing that though they might not receive the whole, 
yet the emperor, uotwithftanding his meannefs, would not 
fcruple to bellow upon them the fame prefent that had 
been given by Nero. But when he refufed to fulfil the pro- Refufis the 
mife which had been made in his name, and ordered only a 
fmall fum, lefs than had yet been given by any prince, to 
be diftributed among them, they could not refrain from 
feditious inveftives, vilifying the emperor for his old age 
and avarice. This difafFedlion was heightene^i by a faying 
of Galba ; a faying, according to Tacitus, worthy of fhb 

S rimitive virtue of the Romans and of the commonwealth, 
ut dangerous at iftiis time, that he chofe his foldiers, 
and did not buy them. His tfeverity too, in exadling a 
lln£l obfervance of military difeipline, a quality fo aglmircd 
of old, and by the armies ever diftinguilhed with applaufe, 
was very grievous to a llothful foldiery, fcorning the an- 
cient difeipline, and, for thirteen years, fo accullomed to 
the diffipated reign of Nero, that at this time they no lefs 
admired the vices of their princes, than of old they had 
f 4 adored 
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Difckqrgu adored their virtues ' (B). He difcharg^d feveral of the 
pnetorian guards, who had been engage4in the confpiracy 
of h^mphidius j and difmifled, without the ufual reward/, 
the German cohort,^ which had ferved the Cxfars with un- 
Ihaken fidelity, ordering them to return to their country 
becaufe he fufpefled them more incited to Cn. Dolabella 
than to him. However, he took particular care of fome 
pthei; cohorts of Germans; who, having been fent by Nero 
before him to Alexandria, while he meditated a journey 
thither, and foon after recalled, were returned fickly, and 
greatly fatigued with fo long a voyage. 

About the fame time that Julius Vindex revolted jn 
Gaul, Clodius Macer, who governed Africa in quality of 
propr*tor, took arms againft Nero, levied new forces, and 
formed them into a body, which from him was called the 
Macrian legion, but foon after difbanded by Galba, whom 
he refufed to acknowlcge, through fear of being called to 
ail account for the numberlefs murders and extortions, 
which his unbounded avarice and cruelty had prompted 
him to comniit. Plutarch tells us, that without either ac- 
cepting or rej^fting the imperial title, Ijc ftrove to maintain 
htmfclf m poflelTion of Africa, and to famiili the city, bv 
flopping the veffels which thence conveyed corn to Rome. 
«e was mitigated to this revolt, according to Tacitus * 
chiefly by Galvia Crifpinilla, •^vho had been the direftrefs 
pf Neros lulls, and afterwards, palling over Into Africa, 
bad infinuated herfelf into the favour' of the proprstor 
Macer. . According to this account, Macer feems not to 
have revolted till after Nero’s death. ■ Be that as it may, 

rPlut.inVit.Gilb. Tacit. Hilt. lib. i. cap. ,. Suet cao i6 
Dm, p. 7*,. * Tacit. Hilt. lib. i. cap. 7. * ' 


Though the reft of his 
conduft did not anfwcr his fe- 
verity in kaeping the foldiery 
ttf their duty, yet he perform- 
ed^many things worthy of a 
prince (i). Zonaras tells us, 
that he punilhed with the ut- 
poft feyenty thofe who had, bV 
falfe afeufations, occafioncd the 
rum of innocent perfons ; that 
he delivered up to all maftera 
fuch of their flaves as had home 
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witnefs againll them ; and that 
he recalled from exile thofe 
who had been bani/hed by Nero 
upon the law of majeay (2). 
Cafaubon thinks ic plainly ap- 
jjears frpm an ancient inferip- 
tion, that he fuppreflfed the tax 
of the quadmgeliinn or fortieth 
penny, which had been firft 
taken off, and afterwards reflor- 
cd by Nero (3). 
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was flain at flir command of Galba by Trebooius Garu- 
^i^nuSi the impenal procurator in Africa. As for Crifpi- 
‘Hiilhj (he returned to Rome ; and though it was notorious 
that (he had fuggefted the pernicious p ounfel of fami(hing 
the Roman people, and for that offence capital punilhment 
was demanded a^ainft her by ihe univerfal voice of Rome ^ 
by the connivance of the prince, and the favour of his 
[inillers (for (he was both opulent and childlefs), (he 
aped unhurt, and lived in perfeA impunity during the 
ligns of Galba, Otho, and Vitellius. 

About the fame time was aflalfinated Fonteius Capito, 
Who commanded in Lower Germany, by Cornelius Aqui- 
nas and Fabias Valens, two tribunes, without waiting for 
the emperor’s command. It was believed that Capito, 
however abominable his crimes, however ftained with ava- 
rice, and immerfed in impurities, had declined engaging 
in any turbulent counfels ; that having reje£fed the felici- 
tations of Aquinas and Valens to rebel, he was by them 
charged with their own ill faith and treafon j and that 
Galba, either impofed upon, or afraid of making farther 
inquiry, ratified the execution. However, both tliefe exe- 
cutions, that of Macer, as well as that of Capito, were ill 
received, this being, as Tacitus well obferves, the ufual 
fate of a prince under public hatred, that every a£llon of 
his, whether good or evil, ts generally difapproved, per- 
verfly conlTrued, and contributes to his ruin. Capito was 
fucceeded in the government of Lower Germany by Aiilus 
Vitellius, afterwards emperor, who was raifed to that poft 
chiefly by the interCft of Vinius, whofe favour he had gain- 
ed, by fupporting the fame faction in the circus. Galba, 
in conferring upon him that command, declared, that he 
(did not advance him out of any regard he had for him, or 
opinion of his abilities, but becaufe he believed thofe to be 
lefs feared who were moil addi£fed to glu^ttony, and that 
his keen appetite might be fatiated with the plenty of that 
province-, fo that his preferment was owing to the coa^ 
tempt, and not to the effeem of the emperor 

The folloMunc year, on the calends of January, GalTia 
entered on his f^concf confulfhip, having his favourite mi- 
niffer, Titus Vinius, for his Colleague. He had fcarce, 
aCTumed the fafees, when an exprefs arrived from Ponffpeius 
Propinquus, procurator of Belgic Gaul, informing him, 
that the legions of Upper Germany, in open violation of 
their oath and allegiance, infolently demanded another em- 
peror, and referred the free ele£fioii of one to the pleafure 
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of tbe (enate and people of Rome. Virg^ius had been re- 
moved from his government ; and as he had neither been 
reiloredi nor preferred to any other command or employ- 
mei^^ but treated|in fome drcumilances,Jike a criminal, they 
jconceived themfelves to be charged as delinquents, for hav- 
ing offered him the empire. Hordeonius Flaccus, who had 
been fcnt to fuccecd him, they utterly contemned, as a man 
void, of courage and authority, and, from his lamencfs and 
ihc infirmities of his age, unequal to the dircftion of the 
moft orderly and peaceable army. Hence, under their pre- 
fent frenfy, they were farther inflamed by his impotent en- 
deavours to reftrain them. This intelligence ripened the 
defign about which Galba had been for fome time deliberating 
with himfelf, and in concert with his friends, concerning 
the adoption of a fucceflbr ; for he imagined himfelf to be 
defpifed, notfo much on account of his age, as for want of 
iffue. His favourites, already at variance, and each pur- 
fuing his own private views, were divided into two faaions : 
Vinius was for Otho; Laco andicelus were combined to- 
gether, not fo much to favour the intereft of any particular 
perfon, as to exclude him. As Vinius had a daughter, who 
was a widow, and Otho was not married, no one doubted 
that an alliance between them was intended : Galba, touched 
with concern for the commonwealth^ which, he thought, 
was in vain refeued from Nwo, were it to devolve upon 
Otho, the chief confident of that prince’s impuie pJeafures, 
did not, in this particular, fuffer himfelf to be blindly 
guid^ed by Vinius ; but hearing him patiently, deferred the 
farther confi deration of the afftir to another time. How- 
ever, from complaifance to his chief minifter, he appointed 
Jnm and Otho confuls for the enfuing year. Hence it was 
generally taken for granted, that Otho would, uppn his 
entering the confulftiip, be declared Galba’s fucceflbr: a 
luppofition which caufed univerfal joy among the foldierv, 
who, in general, favoured Otho, and among the courtiers 
Paffionate for a prince that fo much 
refcmbled their former patron. While Galba was deliberat- 
ifig about the choice, and deferring it from day to day, 
alarming intcUigeiice was brought f*m Upper Germany^; 

A? '*“"8 funtaioned, according to cuftom, on 

he attends of January, to take the ufual ofth of fidelity to 

onenlTCT • ’“* Wsimages and broken his ftatJes, 

fllfj f, ‘hat ihey would never acknowlege Galba, 

fwore allegiance to the Roman fenate and people. In con- 

Inx^Ses °nof emperor, pc^lexed with 

anxieties, not knowing whither the fury of the revolters 

might tend, and not trufting to the faith bf the troops in 





^ht Roman Hiflory. 

I Rome, applied what to him feemed the only remedy, and 
held a council forj declaring a fucceffor, to which, bcridcs 
Vinius and Laco, ne fummoned Marius Celfus conful ele£t| 

^ und Ducenniua <^lninus governor of I^ome. 

On this occafion Vmius urged with great zeal the adop- 
tion of Otho, and D^cennius Geminus that of Dolabella, 
iwho was nearly related to Galba : but the emperor, pre- Ht adopt j 
^rring the welfare bf the public to all other condderations, 
pfter a (hort fpeech concerning his great age, ordered Pifo 
fLicinianus to be fent for, and, to the great furprize of all, 
t named him his fuccelTor. Pifo was the fon of Marcus 
Ci^fl'us and Scribonia, by his father defeended from the 
celebrated Marcus Licinius Crafliis, who was flain in the 
fatal battle of Carrh%, and by his mother from Pompey 
the Great. He was at this time in the thirty-firft year of 
his age, and univerfally efteemed on account of his ex- 
traordinary parts, bis engaging behaviour, and fingular 
niodefty 

Pifo returned him thanks for the extraordinary and un- Fz/oViwn- 
cxpe£ted honour conferred on him, addreffing him now both 
as his father and emperor, with a fpeech full of reverence, 
and fraught with moderation. He betrayed no fymptoms 
of joy, no change in his countenance, none afterwariis in 
his behaviour, as if he had been infenfible of fo mighty a 
favour; manifeft indication?, fays Tacitus, that he was 
more capable of reigning than defirous to reign. The next 
thing that fell under debate in the council was, where to 
declare the adoption, whet^ier to the people aflembled, to 
the fenate, or to tht army. The rcfult was, to proclaim it 
in the camp ; and thither he immediately repaired, though 
that day, the tenth of January, was rendered unufually ter- 
rible by heavy rains, frequent claps of thunder, and incef- 
fant lightning; circumftances which, in ancient times, 
would have proved fufheient ground for diffolving public af- 
femblies, but were contemned by Galba as foi^uitous and 
unmeaning. Upon his arrival in the camp, he declaPGtHo Hiimdop^ 
a full affembly of the foldiers, with the brevity becoming 
an emperor, -that he |dopted Pifo, after the precedent T)f 
the deified Auguftus, and according to the cuftom of the dUiyi 
army. He then frankly told thSm, that the fourth ]ggion,» 
and the eighteenth, at the inftigation of fome few incen- 
diaries, had departed from their duty, but woufd foon re- 
turn to their allegiance. As no mention was made of the 
dillrthutions ufual on fuch occafions, thofe foldiers only 
vdio Hood next to him applauded hU fpeech, and thiough 

^ Tapit. Hift. lib. i, cnp. Suet, in Otli. cap. la. Plut, in Galtf. 
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all the reft were obferved a fullen fadncvTs and filence, for 
having thus loft the donative ; which ^cuftom, and their 
own infolent claims, had, in fome degree, rendered nccef- 
fary. From the camp Galba proceeded io the fenate, where 
he fpoke with the Vame brevity as to the foldiery. The 
fpeech which Pifo made was better |;eceived. 

In the mean time Otho, who had been the foremoft to 
cfpopfe the caufe of Galba, and thence conceived hopes of 
being adopted, and named by him for his fucceflbr, enraged 
at his difappointmeiit, and burning with anger againft 
Galba, with envy towards Pifo, determined to make a re- 
folute effort, while the authority of the one was daily de- 
caying, and that of the other not yet confirmed- Many 
concurring motives infpired him with this refolution. As 
he had confumed his fortune in a courfe of riot and expence, 
and contra^ed immenfe debts, he faw nothing in the quiet 
eftablifliment of the ftate but defpair, and founded his hopes 
upon public confufion alone. Befides, he looked upon his 
being thus poftponcd, as a certain proof of the difpleafure 
and ill-will of Galba towards him \ and thence thought re^ 
iignation and acquiefcence more dangerous than boldnefs 
and temerity. His favourite freedmen too, and his flaves, 
inured to licentioufnefs and riot, were continually difplay- 
ing to their lord the alluring advantages attending the fo- 
vereign power, and reprefeiAing them as his own, if he 
would exert his fpirlt and influence. The aftroli^gers, at the 
fame time, urged him by their prediftions, confidently 
averring, that the ftars prefag^d approaching revolutions, 
and a year of great glory to Otho. ThiB ftimulated, Otho, 
who believed thefe prediflions to be uttered by a prophetic 
fpirit, and the propitious warnings of the Fates, refulved to 
make a bold attempt, and try his fortune. 

The direQion of this trealnnable defign he committed to 
Onomaftus, one of his freedmen, who introduced to him 
two proper inftrumeiits, Veturius, a foldier of the life- 
anil Barbius Proculus, tefterarius to the fame band ; 
that is, one whofe office it was to receive the parole from 
llte tribune in writing, and carry it to the rents of the fol- 
diers. Otho, having firft, in a long converfation, tried 
their^iemper and capacity,* and found them to be men of 
great* addrefs and refolution, imparted his defign, loaded 
them with prefents, promifed them ample rewards, and 
furnifhed them with large fums, to bribe and corrupt the 
inclinations of their comrades. Thus two common foldiers 
undertook to transfer the Roman empire from one prince to 
another and performed it effeaually. They admitted very 
few into the fecret the minds of the reft, already uneafy 
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and wavering, they cftranged from the emperor by various 
artifices, cfpeciallr by deftroying all their hopes of the do- 
native, which baa been promifed^ and fo often delayed. 

Rome was at this t^c filled with troops Galba had brought 
with him a Spanifh legion j the legion which had been 
xaifed by Nero (till remained in the city ; and, befides thefc 
forces, there were many from Germany, Britain, and 11- 
lyricum, which had been detached by Nero's orderj and 
fent forwards to the Cafpian Streights, for the war he me- 
ditated againft the Parthians, but recalled to fupprefs the 
revolt of Vindpx in Gaul. Thefc, dreading the feverity of 
difeipline, which in this reign began to be revived, were 
all ready to revolt. The praetorian guards, indeed, were 
entirely devoted to Otho, who, they hoped, would allow 
the licentioufnefs which they had enjoyed under Nero ; 
and fome of them were fo impatient to fee him vefted with 
the fovereign power, that on the fourteenth of January they 
were prepared, as he returned home from fupping abroad, 
to have hurried him away, and declared him emperor ; 
only they apprehended, that, in the dark, whoever chanced 
to be prefenled to the German or Pannoniaii army, might 
by them, who were unacquainted with the perfon of Otho, 
be faluted emperor. 

The execution of the defign was therefore deferred till next 
day, when Otho, early in the morning, went to attend the 
emperor, and was, according to cuftom, received by him 
with a kifs, and admitted to be prefent at a private facri- 
fice which Galba offered Jn the temple of Apollo. We Calbais 
are told, that Umbficius the foothfayer had no foonerview- ^varntdof 
ed the entrails of the viaim, than he informed the empc- 
ror of difmal prefages, of treafonable plots juff impending, 
and a domeflic foe, all in the hearing of Otho, who, by a 
different conflruaion, underftood it all as propitious to 
hlmfelf, and a fuccefsful iffue foretold of his own machi- 
nations. However, he was not a little difconctf t gd at the 
difeovery, and could not help betraying fome difinay^tnl 
confufion ; but in the mean time Onomaftus, his freedm^, 
arriving, acquainted Jiim, that the furveyor and builders 
waited his coming. This was the fignal fettled amonglt 
them, to intimate, that the fofdie;rs were aflcmblinfc and^ 
the confpiracy ripe for execution. He therefore immedi- 
ately withdrew, affigning as the caufe of his departurei that 
he was about purchafing certain houfes, which being old 
and decayed, it was neceflary firll to examine them. Then 
leaning oi^ his freedman, he proceeded through the palace 
of Tiberius to the Vclabrum, and from thence to 8“^ 
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pillar by the temple of Saturn, where the fereral highways 

in Italy terminated. ( 

There he was received by a party of tHe guards^ and pro- 
claimed emperor ; but as they were not ^bove tiS^cnty- three, 
though his foul was not of the fame foft temper and effemi- 
nacy with his perfon, but| on the contrary, bold and dar- 
ing, yet he was fo difeouraged at the fmallnefs of their 
numl^r, that he defired to retire, and drop his delign. This 
retreat the foldiers would not fuffer ; but placing him in a 
chair, hurried him away with their drawn fwordsi Plu- 
tarch tells us, that he prefTed them to make all the hafle 
they could, crying out, I am a loft man.” The paffty 
that attended him was foon joined by the like number of 
foldiers ; and thefe, in their progrefs to the camp, were 
followed by others, who came in by fmall numbers, till at 
laft they amounted to a confiderable body. Upon their ar- 
rival at the camp, Julius Martialis the tribune, who that day 
commanded the main-guard, fuflered them to enter, either 
furprifed at fo daring an undertaking, or privy to the con- 
fpiracy, or elfe believing the camp to be generally infedfed, 
and that it was in vain to refift. Here they met with no 
oppofition, thofc who were not privy to the defign being 
cncompafled by fuch as were 5 fo that fome out of fear, 
others by choice, joined the^ revolters, and at laft, they 
unanimoufly faluted Otho emperor and Csefar ^ 

Galba, utterly unacquainted with the revollution, was 
flill intent upon the facrihee, and tiring, fays Tacitus, 
with his fupplications, the gusyrdian gods of the empire al- 
ready under the fway of another chief. News were firft 
brought him, that a fenator was, by a party of the guards, 
hurried away to the camp, to be prefeiited to the foldiery 3 
and foon after word came, that Otho was the fenator thus 
carried thither. Inftantly from all parts of the city people 
crowded to Galba with the fame tidings, each relating 
them^his own way. Some exaggerated every circumllance ; 
TOf^s, not laying afide, even at fo defperate a jundture, 
tjjcir ufual flattery, foothed him with a favourable detail of 
what they pretended to have feen. tin this fudden alarm, 
Galba haftily fummoned h^s friends. Iti a confultation held 
^ withethem, it was refolved, that the temper of the cohort, 
then upon duty in the palace, iliould firft of all be founded, 
not by Galba in perfon, whofe authority was referved as th« 
laft remedy upon the moft dangerous emergency, but by 
'Pifo \ who, having caufed them to be aflembled at the foot 

e Wut. in Galb, Sueton. in 0th. cap. 6. Tacit. Hill. lib. i. cap. 
93^28. 

of 



79 


The Roman Hijiory. 

of tlic-ftairs of the palace, exhorted them with great elo- 
quence and energi, to continue Heady in their allegiance, 
difplaying the vicA and debaucheries of Otho; and afTured 
them, that they fhould receive from palba and him, as 
large a donative for preferving their fidelity as was offered 
them by Otho, for dipping their hands in the blood of their 
fovereign. When he had ,ended his fpeech, fome of the 
cohorts deferted their pods ; but the major part difplayed 
their enligns, and prepared their arms to defend their em- 
peror. Celfus Marius was immediately fent to fecure the 
troops that ha4 been detached from the army in lllyricum, 
and were then polled in the Vipfanian porch. To Amu- 
liuB Serenus and Domitius Sabinus, centurions of the fird 
rank, orders were given to bring away the band of German 
foldiers from the court of the temple of Liberty. 

Cerius Severus, Subrius Dexter, and Pompeius Longi- 
nus, the tribunes, repaired to the camp of the pr^torian 
guards, to try whether by reafon and exhortations the mu- 
tiny, then in its infancy, might not be quelled, and obe- 
dience redored. Two of thefe tribunes the foldiers only *The troops 
terrified with threats, but laid violent hands on Longinus, rrfufe to 
dripped him of his arms, and ignominioufly drove him out 
of the camp, he being particularly obnoxious to them on 
account of his known fidelity' and inviolable attachment to 
Galba. The hand detached from the Illyrian army drove 
Celfus from amongd them with flights of darts. The fe- 
cond legion of marines, eager to revenge the blood of their 
brethren who had been mai^cred by Galba, on his fird en- 
try as emperor into*R.ome, joined, without hefitation, the 
pnetorian bands. The German troops continued a great 
while wavering and irrefolute, being in their bodies dill 
feeble (for they were lately returned from Alexandria fickly 
and fatigued), and in their minds entirely peaceable, and 
rather inclined to Galba, out of gratitude for the care he 
was taking for the rc-cdablifhmcnt of their lieaUhA^^ 

Galba, in the mean time, was held in fufpenfe between I'WU GcJta is in 
different counfels. Vinius was of opinion, that the emp^- fujpenfe 
ror diould remain in pthe palace, arm his flaves in his de- 
fence, fortify the avenues, ant} by no means iffue forth 
amongd men inflamed with rage. All the red allegfd the* 
neceffity of difpatch, and indant meafures, before the con- 
fpiracy of a few troops, yet weak and unfupported, had ga- 
thered drength and numbers. Galba yielded to the advice 
of the latter, it appearing to him the mod plaufible. Pifo, 
however, was difpatched to the camp, as a young man of 
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great fame and reputation, generally looked tipon as an 
Riciwis enemy to the hated miniftcr Titus Vini|!i8. Scarce had he 
falfe inform left the palace, when it was reported, that Otho was llaiii 
in the camp; andjToon after there appeared perfons who 
cr^d! averred, that they had been on the fpot when the traitor 
was killed, and beheld his dead body extended on the 
ground. It was by many conjefiured, that this rumour 
was -firll framed, and afterwards circulated, by the parti-> 
fans of Otho, with no other view than to entice Galba 
from his retirement. Upon this occafion, not only the 
thoughtlefs vulgar broke out into loud fliouts, and extrava- 
gant demonftrations of joy ; but the greater part of the Ro- 
man knights and fenators, now eafed of their fears, and 
therefore void of caution and referve, forced the gates of 
th&, palace; and rufhing in, prefented themfelves before 
Galba, complaining, that the vengeance meditated by them 
in his behalf was new fnatebed out of their hands. The 
moft cowardly were at this juncture profufe of words, and 
in tongue valiant and daring. No man knew the fa£f, and 
all affirmed it : fo that Galba, deprived of true information, 
put on a bread-plate; but finding himfelf unable, through 
age and infirmities, to fuilain the preffing crowd, was put 
and frm into a chair. Before he left the palace, Julius Atticus, one 
Julius At- of the guards, prefented hinjfelf before the emperor, and 
difpJaying a bloody fword, declared, with a loud voice, that 
by his hand Otho had been (lain. Galba returned no other 
anfwer, than, “ Fellow-foldier, whofe orders hadd thou for 
it Such was his firmnefs in^ediaining the licentious in- 
folencc of the foldiery, without being intimidated by me- 
naces, or corrupted with the mod foothing flattery 

In the mean time they had, to a man, declared for Otho 
in the camp; and placing him amidd the enfigns, upon 
that very tribunal where a little before dood the golden 
datue of Galba, encompafled him with banners difplayed. 

foldiers denied the tribunes and centurions 
^PPeis to his perfon ; nay, they cautioned him to beware of 
^1 who were in command and authority among them. Fird 
the pr^torian guards, and then the Ifgion of marines, una- 
nimoufly fwore allegiancq to him, and with loud fhouts, 
Talut^ him emperor, Cxfar, and Augudus. Otho, now 
confiding in his ftren^h, inflamed them with a long fpeech, 
filled with bitter invectives againd Galba and his favourites ; 
and then ordered the common arfenal to be thrown open, 
whence arms were inliantly fnatebed, without any regard 
to the cudom of war, or the different orders and ranks of 

• Tacit. HilL lib. i, cap. 35. 
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liidit. Gaiba having left the palace, was approaching the 
orum, when he Was overtaken bj Pifo, who, hearing the 
:ries of the itebelli^us foldiery relounding to the city, had 
thought it advifeable not to proceed t» the camp. At the 
fame time, Celfus Marius, who had been fent to the Illy, 
rian army, returned Vith a melancholy account. In this 
:Dnjun£Iure, fome advifed Galba to retreat to the palace \ 
Dthers propofed feizing the Capitol; and not a few were 
For taking polTellion of the place where the people ufed to 
lifemble. In this conteft, as in a dorm, Galba’s chair w-as 
borne fometimes one way, and fometimes another, accord- 
ing to the different movement and fluffuation of the multi- 
tude ; when, On a fudden, appeared firft a party of horfe, 
and then a body of foot, rufhing furioufly into the forum. 

At their appearance, the llandard-bearer to the cohort, 
which had remained with Galba, rent from his ftandard the 
figure of the emperor, and dafhed it againd the ground. 
Upon this fignal, the whole cohort abandoned him, and 
joined the detachments from the camp. Thofe who car- 
ried Galba, feized with fear, flung him from his chair pro- 
drate upon the ground, and there left him to the mercy of 
his enemies. His lad vrords are differently reported, as he 
was hated by fome, or admired by others. By feveral it 
was pretended, that he afkeil, in the dyle of a fuppliant, 
what evil ]ic had merited ? and begged time, only for a 
few days, to difeharge the donative which had been pro- 
mifed in his name ; but mod agree, that he bravely pre- 
fented his throat to,the aflaffins, bidding them drike refo- 
liitely, if the good of the commonwealth required his death. 
Of the perfon, who gave him the mortal blow, we have no 
clear account : fome hold him to have been Tcrentius, an 
evocatus, or refumed veteran ; others, one Lecanius ; the 
more current tradition, in Tacitus’s time was, that Camu<*> 
rius, a common foldier of the fifteenth legion, cut his throat 
with a fword. The red hacked and mangled, 
manner, his legs and arms (for his bread was covered with 
armour) ; they were tranfported with a fpirit fo brutal and 
inhuman, that, even after they had cut off his head, they fa- 
tiated their vengeance by disfiguring, with numberlefs 
wounds, his lifelefs body. Upon Titus Vinius theyvnext^ 
difeharged their rage, oome writers tell us, that, through 
fear, he was quite bereft of fpeech ; others, that with a 
loud voice he cried out, they had no fuch orders from 
Otho ; whence they conclude, that he was privy to the con- 
fpiracy. Before the temple of Julius C^efar, he was wound- 
ed in the knee ; and prelently after, by one Julius Carus, a 
legionary, pierced quite through the body. 
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Among the many perfons who boafledof their inviolable 
-faith and attachment to their fovereign, one was found who 

S rformed what he had promifed* Tmz wa6:.$einproniu5 
snfdsi centurion a preetorian cohorti and by ,Galba ap- 
j^inted to Kuard the perfon of Fifo. He had not received 
any particiuar favour of Galba ; buc/rom a principle of ho- 
nouri and in compliance with the oath he had tahen^ he 
placed himfelf before the emperor’s chair^ commanding 
thofe who were advancing againfl him, to fpare the dnperor. 
As they Itill approached, he threw away the vineJsmtich, 
which he held in his hand, as the badge of his offici^Vjtnd 
drawing his fword, iingly encountered them all, bol(S||l;iUp- 
braiding them as deteftable parricides; infomuch that, partly 
by his blows, partly by his reproaches, he drew upon him- 
felf the fwords of the aflaflins; and though he could not 
fave the emperor, afforded Pifo, who was already wounded, 
an opportunity to retire. The brave centurion was killed ; 
but Pifo efcaped to the temple of Vefta, where he was, by 
a bondman of the flate, received through compaflign, and 
concealed in his chamber. Otho, being informed of the 
place of his retirement, fent Sulpitlus Florus, belonging to 
the Britifli bands, a man lately prefented by Galba with the 
privilege of a Roman citizen, and Statius Murcus, one of 
<his guards, with orders to take his life. By them therefore 
Fifo was dragged from his refreat, and butchered near the 
gate of the temple. His head was immediately^ cut off, and 
carried to Otlio, who beheld it with unfpeakable joy, think- 
ing himfelf now relieved from ^1 fear and perplexity. The 
bleeding heads of the emperor, and hi^ adopted fo|i, were 
Ruck upbn high poles, and carried amidit the banners of 
the military bdiuls, clofe by the eagle of a legion. Many, 
who had not the leaft (hare in the murder either of Galba, 
or Pifo, difplayed their fwords and hands all imbrued with 
blood, and demanded a gratuity of the new emperor (C). 

The n^ws of Galba’s death were no fooner divulged than 
'«tf:e*renate, the Roman knights, and the people, earneftly 
crowded to the camp. They condemned the condufl of 
‘ Galba, magnified the judgement aiid^choice of the foldlery, 


..(CJ Tacitus and Plutarch 
tell UB, that above a hundred 
and tweiw petitions nf this na- 
ture, prelented in. one day to 
Ocho, fell afterwards into the 
hands of Vitcllius, who cona- 
manded fearch to be made after 


the authors, and punilhed them 
all with death, not from any 
tendernefs for Galba, but from 
policy, looking upon their pu- 
iiifiiment as a proper method of 
fecuring himfelf againft fuch 
traitors (i). 


(i) Tacit. Hilt. lib. i.cip. 3B-*4z, Fluti in Galb- 
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tifled the hailds of Otho ; and the more counterfeit their 
indications of zcalk the more loud were their protehationse 
The fenate, as if tSey were not the fame men, fays Plu- 
tarch, or had other gods to fwear by/took the fame oath 
to Otho which Otho had not long before taken to Galba, 
and had juft then violated. The new emperor received all 
with great demonftrations of kindnefs and, at the fame 
time, endeavoured to pacify thefoldiery, who breathed no- 
thing but menaces and ravage. They demanded, that Ma- 
nias Celfus, conful e]e£t, and a faithful friend to Galba, 
even in his laft diftrefs, ftiould be inftantly put to death. 

Th*ey hated him, on account of his integrity and unftiaken 
fidelity \ but what they chiefly aimed at was, to have their 
hands let loofe to general pillage and maffacre, and to de- 
ftroy every worthy and able man in the Roman ftate. As 
Otho had not fufficient authority to check the fury of the 
licentious foldiery, he pretended great wrath againli Celfus, Otho fave$ 
ordered him to be put in irons, as if he referved him for C§ljus. 
fome more fevere puniftiment; and by that artifice re- 
deemed him from a violent death. From this moment, all 
things were tranfafled by the arbitrary will of the foldiers : 
by them were chofen the captains of the prxtorian guards, 
namely, Plotius Primus, once a common foldier ; with 
him they joined Licinius Prtxulus, one in high confidence 
with Otho, ^ and thought to have been employed by him to 
promote his intrigues. To the government of Rome they 
advanced Flavius Sabinus, partly in deference to the judge- 
ment of Nero, in vjiofe rei|[n he had adminiftered the fame 
office, and partly from regard to his brother Vefpafian. 

They then demanded, that the fees which they had been 
ufed to pay to their centurions, for exemption from certain 
military burdens, ftiould be utterly abolifhed , for under 
this name every foldier paid an annual tribute. Hence the 
fourth part of a legion ufed to be abfent at once, roaming, 
like vagrants, up and down the countries whereTtejv.-w^e^ 
quartered, robbing and plundering, in order to raife money, 
to purebafe a difpenfation from military toils. As mod 
the foldiers were corrdpted byfuch a dangerous immunity, 
and reduced to beggary by the fees they paid for it, they 
were always ready to run into fedition, diffenfion, anc^civil 
Wars. Otho readily granted them their requeft ; but that Suppnjfes 
he might not alienate the affeftions of the centurions, he un- the feet 
dertook to pay out of his own revenue the fees for fuch ex- 
emptions and indulgences, when they were judged ncceffary 3 
a regulation which, by his fucceftbrs, was perpetuated as turmu 
pnrt of the military eltabliftunent. 
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In the clofe of the day» LacOj captain' of the guards to 
Galba, was feized, and foon after by Otbo baniihed to an 
iflandi where he was murdered by a /veteran whom the 
emperor had feiit before him for that purpofe. Icelus, as 
he was only a maiiumifed (lave, was publicly executed. 
The day, thus fpent in tragical iniefuities, was concluded 
with public rejoicings. Next day, the city prsetor aiTembled 
the fenate, when to Otho were decreed the tribunitial au- 
thority, the title of Augullus, and all the honours enjoyed 
by other emperors. From the fenate the new emperor 
was carried in a kind of triumph acrofs the forum, dill 
flowing with blood, and over heaps of dead bodies, to the 
Capitol, and thence to the palace, where he granted leave 
to burn and bury the flain. The remains of Pifo were, by 
his wife Verania, and his brother Scribonianus, committed 
to the grave, as were thofe of Titus Vinius by his daughter 
Crifpina, after they had difeovered and redeemed, at a great 
price, their heads, which their murderers hadjretained, in 
order to fell them to their relations. The body of Galba, 
after it had lain long in the (Ireets, and fuffered, during the 
licentioufnefs of the night, infults without number, was 
by Argius, one of his principal bondmen, bearing the of- 
fice of lleward, privately interred in his own gardens. His 
head, miferably mangled, was ftuck upon a pole by the 
rabble attending the camp, and fet up before l;he tomb of 
Patrobius, a freedman of Nero, whom Galba had caufed 
to be executed. Here it was found the day following, and 
depofited with the remains of his body^^ 

Such was the end of Galba, after he had lived feventy- 
two years, and twenty-three days; and reigned, from the 
time he declared againll Nero, nine months and thirteen 
days; but from that prince’s death, only feven months and 
fcveiidays. He had paflfed through the reigns of five em- 
perors, much happier under the fovercignty of other princes 
own. He pofl'efTed but moderate talents, and 
was, according to Tacitus, rather free from vices than en- 
«^wed with many virtues. He had commanded, with great 
reputation, in the German wars ^afterwards governed 
Africa, as proconful, with moderation and gentlenefs ; and, 
in the latter part of his life, ruled with the fame equity 
and juftice the Hither Spain. He would, to ufe the ex- 
preflion of the hillorian, in the opinion of all men, have 
paifed as one cajpable of the empire, had he never been em- 
peror; not that his being advanced to that high flation 
eife£lcd any alteration in him, but becaufe he fuffered 

/ Tacit. Hilt. lib. i. cap. 47,48. Plut. Ui Galb, Suet. cap. 20. 
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himfelF to be governed by his frcedmen and minifters ; men 
who were continiially proftituting the credit and chara6ler 
of their mafter to \fieir own vile purpofes. 

Otho, now honoured by the fenate with the title of Ck- 
fnr and Auguflius, aflumed the confulfhip, having for his 
colleague his brother Salvius Titianusj but refigned the 
fafees on the firft of March to Virginius Rufus, as his bro- 
ther did to Poppxus Vopifeus. The new emperor had 
fcarce taken po^eflion of the fovereignty, when he was 
alarmed with intelligence concerning Vitcllius ; tidings, 
which, before the murder of Galba, had been fupprefled, 
with a defign to have it believed, that only the army in 
Upper Germany had revolted. Vitellius had been by 
Galba preferred to the command of the legions in Lower 
Germany, to which he had repaired about the beginning 
of December in the preceding year. He with great care 
vifited the winter-quarters of the legions ; reftored numbers 
to their ranks who had been degraded ; many he rcfciicd 
from ignominious punifliments ; and cancelled the marks 
of ignominy inflifted upon others. Having by thefe means ntellmsis 
gained the affeftions of the foldiery, Fabius Valens, who ^xnteJ io 
commanded a legion under him, and was highly difgufted 
with Galba, who, he thought, had not rewarded him ac- /g^erei^nty 
cording to his merit, folieijed his new general to affume by Valens. 
the fovereignty, magnifying the zeal and ardour of the fol- 
diery, by whom he was no lefs beloved than Galba was 
hated. By thefe infinuations Vitellius was excited to co- 
vet the fovereignty, rather {h an to hope he fliould ever at- 
tain it. In Upper‘*Germany, Alienus Csecina, who com- 
manded a legion, had entirely captivated the alFciSlions of 
the foldiers by his graceful perfon and engaging behaviour. 

He exercifed the office of qusftor in the province of Spain 
called Bxtica, when Galba revolted, whom he immediately 
joined, and was thence by him preferred to the command 
of a legion: but Galba, having foon^after difcov^Mdi that _ 
he had embezzled the public treafure, ordered him to ~ 

profecuted. Csecina refenting this feverity, ufed all troops 

endeavours to induce she troops to revolt, hoping, by an in Upper 
univerfal confufion, to efcape tl;e puniffiment due to his 
crime. Neither in the army itfclf were there wanting {eeds / 

of tumult and difeord; for the officers had all been engaged 
in the war againft Vindex ; nor could they be induced to 
acknowlcge Galba till after Nero was flain. Hence a re- 
port was maliciouily raifed among them, and readily be- 
lieved, that the legions were to be decimated, and the cen- 
turionS) for the moft part, caffiicred- The cities of Treves 
and LangreSj which lay contiguous to the winter-quarters 
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of the legions^ and had been by Galba deprived of great 
part of their territories, were more inflamed againfl: him 
than the legions themfelves ; and therefm e aflured them by 
their deputies) thatsthey were ready to join them, as fooii 
as they declared againfl: Galba. On the firfl of January, 
when the legions were, according to cuflom, to fwear aU 
legiance to the emperor, they refufed the oath, tore the 
images of Galba, and declared that they acknowleged no 
other fovereign but the fenate and people of Rome ; not 
one tribune or commander daring to exert himfelf in behalf 
of the emperor, orofFcring to harangue the multitude from 
a tribunal. It is true, Hordeonius Flaccus, commander*in 
chief, was upon the fpot; but had not courage to reflrain 
fuch as were already rufhing into rebellion, to recover fuch 
as were only wavering, or even to roufe and animate thofe 
who ftill continued fteady and faithful to Galba. Four cen- 
turions, namely, Nonius Receptus, Donatus Valens, Ro- 
milius Marcellus, and Calpurnius Repentinus, belonging 
to the eighteenth legion, would have protedled the images 
of Galba, but were by the furious multitude feized, and 
fecured in chains. None of them fhewed the leaft regard 
to their duty, or their former oaths: but it happened in 
this as in other infurreQioiis, whither the greater part led 
the reft blindly followed. Niyct night,' the eagle-bearer of 
the fourth legion haftening to Cologne, where Vitellius 
then re fide d, acquainted him with what had pafl'cd, and 
exhorted him to feize the prefent opportunity. Meftengers 
were by Vitcllius quickly difpatched to acquaint the troops 
under his command, that the army in tipper Germany had 
revolted from Galba ^ fo that, they muft either make war 
upon the revolters, or, if they preferred peace and tranqui- 
lity, join with them, and create an emperor : at the fame 
time, he defired them to conflder, that, with much lefs 
danger, they might cleft a prince at once, than continue 
inlea^lJ^f a foveieign. The winter-quarters of the firft 
legion lay neareft, and with it Fabius Valens, who entering 
£ologne the very next day, accompanied with the cavalry 
of his legion, and a body of auxiliaries, faluted Vitellius 
emperor, and led him i^j triumph through the principal 
and fnoft frequented ftreets of the town. His example W’as 
immediately followed with great ardour by all the legions of 
the fame province. The army in Upper Germany no fooner 
beard that Vitcllius had been faluted emperor by the troops 
under his command, than relinquifhing theplaufible names 
Thexealof of the fenate and people of Rome, they acceded to the party 

inhabitants of Colog ne, Treves, 
and Langres, was equal to that of the legions ; they all of- 
fered. 
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fered, with 'great fpiritj fupplies of men, horfes, and money, 
each according to. the meafure of his power and fufhciency- 
Neither was fuchliberalUy confined to the leading men of 
thofe colonies; the common people* too fignalizcd their 
zeal for Vitellhis, in furrendering, inftcad of money, of 
which they were deltttute, their girdles, the trappings of 
their horfes, and the filver ornaments upon their armour ; 
not doubting but they fiiould, in future, be amply reward- 
ed for their feafonable generofity ; for, while Vitelliuswas 
giving away his own fortune, and lavifhing in bounties that 
of others, without meafure or difeernment, they bellowed 
upon this extravagance, the title of liberality and good- 
nature 

Vitellius, trufting to his llrength, and the zeal of the He begins 
foldiery, began to a£l as foveieign, and dlfpofed ot feveral ^xerdfe 
employments, which had hitherto been adminittered by the 
imperial freedmen, but were by him conferred upon Ro- 
man knights. At the fame time, to gain the aflFedlions of 
the foldiery, he ordered the fees exa£led from them by the 
centurions, for exemptions from duty, to be paid out of 
his own treafure as emperor. He could not help humour- 
ing, in many inftances, the revengeful temper of the fol- 
diers, demanding particular executions : however, in fome 
inllances, he defeated it, unij^r colour of committing the ob- 
noxious perfons to prifon. Pompeius Propinquus, governor 
of Belgic Gaul, who had acquainted Galba with the com- 
motions begun in Germany, was immediately put to death; 
but Julius Burdo, commander of the naval forces in Ger- 
many, was, by Vitellius’s order, fecured in prifon, and 
afterwards difeharged, when the rage of the foldiery began 
to abate. They fufpe£led that he had firlf enticed Fonteiiis 
Capito to revolt, and then betrayed him ; hence again 11 
him chiefly the fury of the army raged ; but Vitellius, who 
had a particular value for him, faved him by deceiving them ; 
and indeed there were no other means of (hewtiap;, mercy. 

Crifpinus, the centurion, by whom Ponteius Capito haa' "*"^ 
been llain, was publicly executed, and with him Nonius^ ^ 
Donatus, Romilius, and Calpurnius, the four centurions 
lately mentioned ; men condei^ncd for adhering to their 
faith and duty ; a crime ever thought molt heinous fuch* 
as have renounced both 

Upon the news of the revolt of the armies in Germany, Several 
Valerius Afiaticus, governor of Belgic Gaul, declared for g'vermrs 
Vitellius ; his example was followed by Junius Blsefus, go- 

e Tacit. Hill. lib. i. cap. 56, 57. Plut. in Galb. Suet, in Vit. cap. 8. 
i^Tacit. Hiit. lib. i. cap. 57—59- 

G 4 


vernor 



16 


Jbe Roman Hifioty, 

Ternor of GallU LugdunenGs^ or that part af Gaul which 
took its name from the city of LyonSj and by an Italian le- 
gion and a body of horfe quartered at IffonSf The forces 
in Rhaetiaj and thofia in Britain went likewifci without bc- 
fitationi over to his fide. Vitelliusj now become, by the 
mcceflion of fo many armies, formidable both in forces and 
treafure, appointed two generals Co condu£l the war, and to 
Orders his aligned a different route. To Fabius Valens he gave 

*march^ta ^ Gaul, and in his march endeavour to gain 

Italy, ^he natives to his party; but if he could not prevail 

upon them to join, to over-run and pillage their country, 
and then make an irruption into Italy, by that part of the 
Alps which was called Cottian, and is now known by the 
name of Mount Cenis. Csecina was ordered to advance 
thither by a nearer way, and to pafs over the mountains 
called Penini, now the Great St. Bernard. Valens had 
under his command the flower of the army of Lower Ger- 
many, to the number of forty thoufand fighting men. From 
Upper Germany Cxcina led thirty thoufand. VitcHiuswas 
to follow, with a numerous body of German troops, to 
fupport the whole weight of the war. While the foldicrs 
were urgent for adfion, and eager to begin their march, not- 
withllanding the rigour of the winter feafon, the general 
paifed his time in voluptuous Qoth, in revels, and banquets. 
By the middle of the day he was always intoxicated with 
wine, and fo gorged with fealling, that he was not capable 
of giving any dircdlions : but fuch was the zeal and ardour 
of the foldiers, that they fupplicfi all the duties of the leader 
^he march as effedfually as if he had attended in perfon. As foon as 
were, drawn out and armed, they demanded with 
eagernefs that the flgnal might be given ifor marching. 

They advanced with aflurance Co the territories of Treves, 
as to thofe of a friendly ftatc. But at Dividurum, now 
gfthein- Metz, they were feized with a fudden panic, ran to their 
lui *14 put the inhabitants to the fword with- 

v/Diw- provocation, had not their general rellrained 

durum* fury, and by entreaties prevailed upon them to for- 

bcar purl^uing the utter deilrudlion of the unoflfcnding city. 
There were flaughtered, ^pwever, not for the fake of pil- 
• lage ^r fpoil, but from fury and madnefs, near four thou- 
fand perfons. Ihe reft of Gaul was fo alarmed with the 
news of this mafiacre, that thenceforward, as the army ap- 
proached any city, the inhabitants crouded out to meet 
them, accompanied with their magiflratcs, in the attire of 
fuppli.ints, and readily fupplied them with all manner of 
prOi^flons. In the capital of the Leucians, that is, in the 
city of Toul, Fabius received news of the murder of Galba, 
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and that the fovereignty was devolved upon Otho. Thefc 
tidings did not aflhi^ the foldiers, for they were only intent 
upon war. The Ipauls bore equal hatred tp Otho and Vi. 
tellius i but as they were poflefled with dread of the latter, 
they declared for him. From Toul the army advanced to 
Langresj a city entirely attached to the partv of Vitellius^ 
where they were kindly received. The inhabitants of Au- 
tun fupplied them out of fear (for they hated Vitellius) with 
money, arms* and provifions. What the city of Langres 
had done from fear, that of Lyons did through joy^ for 
Galba had loaded the former with taxes, deprived them of 
part of their territories, and converted to his own ufe the 
revenues of their Hate (D). 

From Lyons the army was led (lowly through the terri- 
tories of the Allobroges and Vocontii ; the general, upon 
every halt that he made, making infamous bargains \i'ith the 
proprietors of the fcveral lands, and the magidrates of the 
feveral cities, for favour and exemptions. He ordered Lucus, 
a municipal town of the Vocontii, to be fet on fire, becaufe 
they (hewed feme reluQance to pay the fum he had requir- * 
ed. Marching in this manner, Valens arrived at length at Ht arrims 
the Alps. Tacitus obferves, that he had been long very atth€Alpi. 
poor \ but by this march became fuddenly rich, and aban- 
doned himfelf, as his appetites had been whetted by a long 
courfc of penury, to all manner of riot and excedes 

On the other hand Cxcina rioted in greater fpoil, and 
more blood. The Helvetians, not apprifed of the tragical 
end of Galba, refufed to civn the fovereignty of Vitellius. ^ajiationj 
In confequence of this refufal C^ecina, who longed paf- imhecoufi^ 
(ionately for a pretence to plunder their country, indantly try of thg 
dccaniped, and entering their terrirories in a holtile man- 
ner, ravaged their fields, facked their cities, and made a 
dreadful havock of the unhappy inhabitants ; many thou- 
fands were cut off, and great numbers made prifoners Ad 
fold for (laye^ $ for the Helvetians, once renownt^or their 


i Tacit. Hid. lib. i. cap. 60—67. 


(D) As animoflties had been 
long fublifllng between the peo- 
ple of Lyons and thofc of Vi- 
enne, Valens, at the indigation 
of the former, marched agaiuft 
the latter, under pretence that 
they had aided the confpiracy 
and attempts of Vindex, and 
had lately levied troops for the 


fupport of Galba- The ^ 0 - 
pfe of Vienne gained over Va- 
Icns with an immenferurfl, and 
a donative to the foldiery of 
three hundred federces a man ; 
they were commanded, how- 
ever, to furrender the arms be- 
longing to the date, and to fup- 
ply the fi:d4iiers with provilions. 
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valour and experience in war, were at this time only fa- 
mqus for the reputation which they had formerly acquired ; 
they were fierce and daring, fays our hi^orian, while dan- 
ger was at a diftanct, but llruck with terror when it arriv- 
ed. As the army, after having committed univerfal ravage 
and fpoil, was marching in order of*’battle to Aventicum, 
the metropolis of the country, deputies from thencfi were 
difpatched to offer a furrender of the city, which wjs ac- 
cepted. Julius Alpinus, a leading man among the Helve- 
tians, was, by Caicina’s order, put to death ; the lafi of 
the reft was referred to the judgement of ViteJJiiis, w 
moved with the tears and intreaties of Claudius ColTus, tht^ii 
deputy, a man of great eloquence and addrefs, granted a 
general pardon and feciirity''. While Csecina was waiting 
in the country of the Helvetians, till he had learnt theplea- 
fure of Vitellius, and preparing at the fame time to pafs 
the Alps, he received joyful intelligence from Italy, that 
the fquadron of horfe named Syllana, then encamped on 
the banks of the Po, had declared for Vitellius. They had 
ferved under him in Africa, when he was proconful there ; 
had been recalled from thence by Nero, in order to be fent 
forward into Kgypt; and, upon the infurredion of Vindex, 
detained in Italy. As the officers were unacquainted with 
Otlio, and engaged by obligations to Vitellius, they eafily 
prevailed upon their men, by magnifying the great ftreugth 
c5 the approaching legions, and the renown of the German 
aiinies, to join the fame party, and fwear fealty to Vitcl- 
lius. With thcmfelvcs, as a prefent tp their new prince, 
they brought into his intereft the ftrongeft municipal cities 
beyond the Po, namely, Milan, Novara, Jurca, and Ver- 
t’clli. As fuch an extenfjve country could not be guarded 
by a Angle band of cavalry, C«cina, who had this infor- 
mation dircdly from themfelves, difpatched thither the fe- 
v^ral cohorts of Gauls, Lufitanians, and Britons, with a 
linjlii Ilf fh MU III troops, and the fquadron of horfe, called 
raurina. As for himfclf, he was fome time in doubt 
ift'hethcr it was not advifeable to bend his march over the 
mountains of Rhactia towards Noricilm, againlt Petronius, 
governor ol that province, »who having on all fides raifed 
forert, and broken down the bridges over the rivers, was 
fufpefled to a£t for Otho but fearing he might lofe the 
detachments already fent forward, and refledling, that 
wherever the decifive battle ftiould be fought, Noricum 
would certainly fall to the viftor, he ordered his foldiers. 


^ Tacit, lib. i, cap. 6B, 69. 
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lighdy armed, to take their route over the Apennine, and 
condufled himfelf the heavy body of legionaries over the Hefia/ci 

Alps, ftill covercd^with fnow*. t/ie Aifs. 

The arrival of thefe troops in Italy filled Rome with con- Romt in 
fternation. Not only the fcnate and equellrian order, who great con- 
had a fliare In the adminiftration, andfome concern for the fitrnafion, 
public welfare, but even the populace, loudly complained, 
that two men, the moft infamous for effeminacy, profu- 
fion, and debauchery, were thus fatally chofen, on purpofe 
to dcftroy the empire. They thought their vows for either 
would be alike deteftable, their fupplications alike impious, 
firKe fuch men they both were, that which of the two 
proved the conqueror, would thence prove the worft. In 
the mean time Otho, though hitherto entirely abandoned 
to his pleafures, was not at this jundture lulled alleep by 
them ; but fufpending his voluptuous fallies, and artfully 
diffemhling his pillion for luxury, condudfed all things 
fuitably to the dignity of the empire. In order to gain the Othoftri-vtM 
affcdlions of the people, who fufpedfed his virtues to be to gain the 
feigned, and apprehended a return of his vices, he caufed 
Celfus Marius, conful eleQ, to be brought before him in J 
the Capitol. He had already refeued him, as we have 
related before, from the cruelty of the foldiers, under 
colour of committing him to^prifon ; and now he aimed at 
obtaining the charafter of tendernefs and clemency, by 
mercy fliewn to a man fo illuftrious, fo beloved by the 
Roman people, and fo odious to all the partifans of Otho s 
caufe. ■ 

Celfus, when he* appeared, confeffed, without betraying 
the lead fear, the imputed crime of having perfevered 
ftcadily in his allegiance to Galbaj he even appealed to 
Otho, whether he ought not to approve fuch an example 
of fidelity. Otho commended his fteadinefs, and, in a 
very condefeending manner, defired him rather to forget 
his confinement than remember his releafe : nei^tfr did he 
treat him as a criminal pardoned, but iiittantly admiiieu 
bim amongft his moft intimate friends, and prciently aftejjj^ 
chofe bim one of his generals for comiu£ling the war. The 
faving the life of Celfus caufed an univerfal joy amongft 
men of rank, was applauded with loud acclamations ]j>y the* 
populace, and not ill received even by the foldiers, who 
now admired in him the fame virtue againft which they 
had, in the height of their fury, been fo much incenfed “. 

1 Tacit. Hiff lib. i. cap. 70, Tacit. Hid. lib. i. cap. 71- 

Pio, lib. Ixiv. p. 711. 
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The public joy for the deliverance of Celfus was gready 
heightened by the fate of Tigellinus : he had been the chief 
author of all the enormities committed hf Nero, whom he 
had afterwards betrayed and abandoned j and was therefore 
abhorred by thofe who loved and thofe who hated Nero. 
While Galba reigned, he was proteded by the power and 
authority of Titus Vinius ; hence the people were the more 
inflamed againfl him, their old deteftation of Tigellinus 
concurring with their recent hatred to Vinius. From every 
quarter of the city multitudes now flocked to the forum 
and the palace, and filled the circus and the fcveral 
theatres, demanding, with bold and feditious threats, the 
execution of Tigellinus, till at length the fatal injundion 
to die was difpatched to him, then at the baths of SinuefTa. 
There, amidfl: harlots, after many pailionate embraces and 
unmanly delays, he at lalt cut his throat with a razor 
While the forces of Vitellius were on their march to 
Italy, Otho, by frequent meflengers, and private letters, 
drove to divert his competitor from engaging in a war 
which might prove fatal to both. He offered him immenfe 
fums, and fuch a place of retirement as he himfelf fhould 
choofe to live in, agreeable to his profufe life and tade ; 
he even engaged to fhare the empire with him, and to 
marry his daughter. With thp fame or the like offers Vi- 
tellius tempted Otho ; fo that they foon proceeded to re- 
proaches, upbraiding each other with their debaucheries 
and profligate lives ^ nor in this did either bring a falfe 
charge againd the other. Otho^ having recalled the am- 
bafladors feiit by Galba to the armies in Germany, dif- 
patched others in the plauGble name of the fenate ; but the 
ambafl'adors continued with Vitellius. Vitellius obliged the 
prsetorian guards, who, by the appointment of Otho, ac- 
companied them, to return back, without fuffering them 
to mix with his legionaries. At the fame time Valens 
tranfml^tfi^ letters to the prsetorian bands, and city-cohorts, 
Th the name of the German army, exhorting them to aban- 
Otho, and his intered. He Itkewife upbraided them 
for transferring the fovcrcignty to Otho, when it had been 
fo long before conferred ,upon Vitellius. The German 
^rmy continuing faithful to Vitellius, notwithdanding the 
great promifes of Otho, and the prztorian bands deady in 
their allegiance to Otho, notwithdanding the offers of Vi- 
tellius, the tw^o chiefs began to employ fnares and miniders 
of death againd each other; affalTins were difpatched by 


Tacit. Hill. lib. i. cap. 71. 
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Otho into Germany, and by Vitellius to Rome ; but the 
attempts on both fidcs were defeated ®> 

The firft advicds from abroad that raifed Otho’s hopes, MoJI b/ th 
were from Illyricum, whence he receded advice, that the provinctM 
legions in Dalmatia, in Pannonia and Moefia, had declared 
for him, and fworn fllcgiance. The army in Judsca was 
by Vefpafiaii induced to fwear allegiance to Otho, as were 
the legions in Syria by Mucianus governor of that province. 

Egypt too, and all the provinces extending to the Eail:, fub- 
mitted to him. The like homage was paid him in Africa, 
in Spain, and in Narbonne Caul ; but the latter province 
fdOn acceded to the party of Vitellius, which was the near- 
ell and Urongell. Aquitain likewife lirll declared for Otho ; 
b ut foon after, from the fame motive, fworc fealty to Vi- 
tellius : for there was no real zeal, as Tacitus obferves, in 
the people for the caufe and intereft of either of the pre- 
tenders, and only by the impreflioiis of fear they were 
tranfported, and changed from one lide to another. Otho, 
in the mean time, as if full peace had reigned, applied 
himfelf to the civil adminiftration of the empire : in the 
fenate he made many conciliating and popular harangues i 
upon fuch ancient fenators as had alreatly fullained the firlt 
employments in the (late, he conferred the pontifical or au- 
gural dignities; feveral young noblemen lately recalled 
from exile, he invelled with fuch facerdotal oflices as had 
been enjoyed by their fathers or aiiceftors. To Cadius 
Rufus, Fedius liljefus, and Scsevinus Promptinus, fenators 
degraded in the reigns ofClaudius and Nero, he reltored 
their former dignity. Cy the like benevolence he attempt- HeJIudies 
ed to gain the affedliions of whole cities and provinces. He 
fupplied the colonicsS of Hifpalis and Emerita with a frelh 
recruit of families, and made the whole people of the 
Lingons free of Rome. To the province of Ba^tica he fiib- 
je6led all the cities of Mauritania ; and granted great pri- 
vileges to the Cappadocians and Africans. But forget- 
ting, even while his fovereignty was at (lake, to honour 
the memory of his once-favoured Poppxa, he procured 
decree from the fenare for replacing her . feveral llatues, 
which had been thrown clown, after the death of Nero : 
he fuftered the ftatues of that prince to be reared in public * 
places, and did not betray any dillallc, but rather fatis- 
f^aclion, upon his being faluted by the people in the theatre 
with the name of Nero Otho p. 

* Tacit. Hifb. lib. i. cap. 73. Suet, in 0 th. cap. 8. Plut. in Olh; 

P Tacit. Hilt. lib. i. cap, 77. Suet. cap. 7, Plur. in 0 th. 
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While the minds of all men were intent upon the pro- 
grefs and iffue of the civil war, the Roxolanians, a people 
of Sarmatia, having made an irruption into Moefia, to the 
number of nine thoilfand men, and cut off* two cohorts, 
were unexpeftedly attacked by the third legion, defeated, 
and obliged to take fhelter in the marflies, where, through 
the rigour of the winter, they all periflied. For this viftory, 
Marcus Aponius, governor of Rome, was diftinguiftied 
with a triumphal ftatue : and the confular ornaments were 
granted to Fulvius Aurelius, Julianus Titus, and Numifius 
Lupus, commanders of the legions in that country. Great 
was Otho’s joy on this occafion 5 for to himfelf he aflumed 
the glory, as if the fuccefs in war was owing to his 
aufpices 

At Rome in the mean time arofe, from an unforefeen 
accident, a fedition, which well nigh involved the city in 
deilruflion. Otho had ordered the feventeenth legion to 
be removed from Oftia, where it was quartered, to Rome, 
and committed the care oF fupplying them with arms to 
Varius Crifpinus, a tribune of the praetorian guards. Crif- 
pinus chnofing, for the execution of his orders, the clofe of 
the evening, when the camp was compofed, and the fol- 
diers retired to their tents, directed the armoury to be 
thrown open, and the carriagis belonging to the cohorts to 
be loaded. The latenefs of the hour aroufed the jealoufy 
of the drunken foldiery. Some of the molt turbulent, and 
molt intojxicatcd, began to cry out, that Crifpinus was 
difaffefted to Otho ; that the fefiate wa^ arming againft the 
perfon and caufe of their emperor; and that thofc arms 
were to be employed, not for him, as Crifpinus pretended, 
but againft him. This report being immediately fpread 
through the camp, a general uproar enfued ; they feized 
iheir arms, and having cut in pieces Crifpinus, while he 
was endeavouring to reprefs their feditious fury, and with 
Jiim fucITbf the centurions as were remarkable for feveiity 
of difciplinc, they iiiftantly marched to Rome, and ad- 
vanced with their drawn fwords to the imperial palace. 
Otho was then entertaining the chieFlords, and the women 
of the greateft diftin£l;ion in the city. As they doubted 
wherticr the danger proceeded from the mutiny of the fol- 
dicry, or the premeditated treachery of the emperor, they 
were all feized with dread and terror, and not knowing 
whether they fliould fty or ftay, conftantly watched the 
countenance of Otho; who, being alarmed at the danger 


9 Tacit. Hill. lU i i, cap. 79, 
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threatcniiig his guefts, amongft whom wrrp eighty fenators, 
not only difpatched forthwith the captains of thr guards to 
mitigate the rage of the foldiers, but ordered the company 
to retire with all fpeed by private wayv 

They were no fooner gone than the foldiers, breaking Their ra^e 
do wn the gates of the palriccj forced their way into the and fury^ 
banqueting-room, and there, with one voice, demanded 
to have a light of Othn, having in their paflage wounded 
Julius Martialis and Vitellius Saturninus, two ollicei s who 
endeavoured to oppofe their tumultuous entrance. On every 
fide arms were brandiflied, and terrible menaces uttered, 
nqt only againft the tribunes and centurions, but againlt 
the whole body of the fenate; for as they could alTign no 
particular viftim to their fury, they claimed a latitude for 
general flaughter, aflerting that the whole fenate had cori- 
fpired againft Otho ; till the emperor, rifing from his 
couch, by fupplications, intreaties, and even tears, to the 
difgrace of the imperial dignity, prevailed upon them, with 
great difficulty, to defill, and return to their camp. Next 
day the houfes in the city continued clofc ftiut up ; not a 
perfon was to be feen in the ftreets; and the foldiers, with 
down-caft looks, fliewed rather tokens of anger and rage 
than remorfe. Their captains, therefore, Liciniiis Procu- 
lus and Plotius Primus, harangued them in companies 
apart, and endeavoured to appeafe their fury; but to no 
purpofe, till they diftributed among them a large fum. They are 
amounting to five thoufand fefterccs a man. Then, and 
not before, Otho ventured ^to enter the camp, where tlie 
loldiers, returned at length to a fenfe of their duty, gather- 
ed round him, and, with a compofed bchaviniir, required 
that the authors of the infurredlion fhoiild he put to death. 

The emperor, afeending the tribunal, reprefented the 
enormity of their late conduft, enlarged on the refpe£f due 
to the fenate, and the nccelTity of m nutaiiiing military dif- 
cipline in the camp ; but as he knew, th it a fo^eigmy 
like his, acquired by flagrant iniqiiiry, could never be pre- 
ferved by reviving the rigid virtue and difeipline of the 
ancient Romans, he jconcludcd, that of the late tranf-^ 
grelTion but few w^ere guilty, and that of tbefe few two 
only fhould be punilhed. His Ipeech was favourably re- 
ceived, and two of the ringleaders in the late tumult were 
immediately executed, no one (hewing the Jeaft concern 
for them, though capital puniftiment was infliaed in the 
fight of their comrades and the whole army. 

Thus was the fedition entirely quelled; but neverthelefs rhteon- 
continued in the utmoil: coiifternation, from ft^^nation 
the apprchenfion of a civil war, and the dread of being 

involved 
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involved in the fame calamities which had proved fatal to if 
in the time of Antony and OflaVianus. They were, On 
one hands under the neceiSty of obliging Otho, and« on 
the other, afraid tt/ enrage Vitellius, who was fupported 
by a flrong party, and might ultimately get the better of 
his rival. The foldiers, difperfed all over the city, crept 
into houfes in difguifed habits, as fpies, watching f^or mat- 
ter of mifchief and deflruftion againft fiich as were diflin- 
guiihed for their nobility or wealth. Some too believed, 
that certain foldiers from the army of Vitellius were arrived 
at Rome, to found the afFeflions of the Roman people. 
Hence all places were filled with fufpicion and diflrulil 
and men were not exempt from caution and fear in the 
mofl fecret recedes of their own houfes. But, in public, 
this fort of dread chiefly prevailed ; there people fbudied 
with great care to frame their faces agreeable to the quality 
of the news that were faid to be brought, that they might 
not fecm to betray any diflidence, when affairs bore an am- 
biguous afpeft, or be flow in rejoicing, when they appear- 
ed profperous. The fenators chiefly, when afTembled, were 
at -a lofs how to preferve in all points a fafe and unex- 
ceptionable condu£t. They dreaded the confequences that 
might attend their ifluing decrees againft Vitellius ; but 
were afraid that, by forbearing to iffue them, they might 
roufe the jealoufy of Otho. In this perplexity, without 
publifhing any decrees, they contented themfelves with 
uttering inveAives againft Vitellius, but fuch as being 
common and vulgar, were not i^markahlc ; and even thefe 
the molt wary took care to utter when many were fpeaking 
al once 

TAtf gine- The general terror was increafed by feveral prodigies faid 
ralal^rm to have happened at this time. From the hands of the fla- 
heightened q£ Vidtory triumphant, ftandingupon the chariot in the 
proves po>’'^h of the Capitol, the reins dropped, as if flie were 
grown too weak to hold them any longer. From Juno’s 
chapel fuddenly arofe an apparition of a fize more than hu- 
man. The flatue of Julius Csefar, in an ifland in the Ti- 
ber, turned round from weft to eaft, upon a day utterly 
Free from tempefts. In Ketruria an ox fpoke ; divers ani- 
mals*were faid to have produced unnatural births; but the 
moft afFedling omen was a hafty and dreadful inundation of 
the Tiber, whofe waters, fwelling to an immenfe height, 
overthrew the Sublician bridge, and having their courfeob- 
ftrudled by the heap of ruins, not only overflowed the ad- 
jacent parts, but covered places which were reckoned fe- 

' Tacit. Hill. lib. i. cap. 80^85. 
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cure againfl: any fuch difafter. Many were fwept away in 
the (treets, and many drowned in their fliops and beds. 
Amon^ft the populace a famine enfued, the com and other 
provifions being in great part carried .away by the river. 

As foon as the waters returned into their channel, Otho 
performed the foleninicy of luftration, and purified the city 
with facrifices. Then w'^cighing carefully with his friends Othopro^ 
all the methods of cnnduiLting the war, he refolved to fend 
a powerful force by fea to invade Narbonne Gaul, fincethe ^ 
Apennine Mountains, with tliofe of the Cottian Alps, and ^ 
all the other approaches to Gaul, were blocked up by the 
arn^ies of Vitellius. With this view he rtinforced the navy 
and the marines with a detachment from the przetorian 
bands. The dire£lion in chief of the expedition was com- 
mitted to Antonius Novellus, to Suedius Clemens, both 
lately centurions of the firft rank, and to ^milius Pacen- 
(is, a tribune, difmifled by Galba, and new by Otho re- 
inflated. Ofeus, one of the emperoi^s freedmen, was ch.irged 
with the care of the (liips, and empWed to infpefl the fi* 
delity and behaviour of the other officers As for Otho 
him (elf, he refolved to march againfl Cxcina and Valens, 
at the head of the praetorian guards, and the other troops 
which were then quartered in the neighbourhood of Rome. 

Under him commanded, as lieutenants, Suetonius Paulin 
nils, Marius Celfus, and Annms Gatlus, all men of known 
valour and experience, and capable of performing great ex- 
ploits, had not Otho placed his chief confidence in Licinius 
Proculiis, captain of the p^xtorian guards, and fuffered 
himfclf to be governed by him, though quite unexperienced 
ill war ■. 


Otho, before he left Rome, ordered Cornelius Dolabella 
lo retire to Aquinum in Campania, where he was kept un- 
der confinement, being obnoxious on account of the an- 
cient luftre of his name, and kindred to Galba. Then the Oth^r- 
emperor ordered many of the magiftrates, and a great part 
of fuch as had been confuls, to prepare for the field, with 
no defign of allowing them any (hare in the war, but only 
under colour of accompanying him (£). Great on this oc- 


> Tacit. Hill. lib. ir cap. 87. 


(E) Amnngfl thefe was in- 
cluded Lucius, the brother of 
Vitellius, whom Otho did not 
dlfiinguifh with any new marks 
either of his favour or difplea- 
fure. Vitellius had likewife left 
at Rome his mother, his wife, 
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and his children ; and to thefo 
Otho, either through fear, or 
from an affefled moderation, 
{hewed a tender regard, com* 
tnendine them to the proteiElion 
of his friends. 
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cafion was tht confternation of the city ; the chief fenators 
were difabied by age from bearing the toils of war ; the 
nobles were funk in floth, andj through a long peace were 
entirely ignorant of the military laws } the Roman knights 
were unacquainted with the funAions and duties of a camp. 
The more thefe degrees of men ftro^fc to conceal their fear, 
the more apparently they difeovered it. Some, to difguife 
their wan| of courage, purchafed gay and glaring armour, 
with £ne and ftately horfesj others provided materials for 
riot and feafting, as fo many implements of war. The 
giddy and though tlefs multitude were puffed up with vain 
hopes. Thofe who found their fortunes and credit despe- 
rate during peace, rejoiced in the public commotions, pro- * 
miGng to themfelves in particular more fecurity in the ge- ^ 
neral diftra£lion ; but they all fooii felt the heavy evils and 
preffures of war, the price of provilions being doubled, and I 
the populace at once deprived of the ufual bounties of the :t 
prince, who could not, without much difficulty, find corn I 
and money to fupply his numerous armies ^ \ 

Takis hit When Otho’s forces were ready to take the Geld, he af- 
. fembled the fenate on the fourteenth of March, and to their 
e ttna t, recommended the commonwealth : he ordered the peo- ^ 
pie to meet, and in a long fpeech to them boafled, that his ^ 
intereft and title were fupported by the majefty of the city, i 
and the joint confent of th6 people and fenate. Againfl : 
the partifans of Vitellius he fpoke with moderation and re- J 
ftraint, taxing the German legions rather with ignorance I 
than with iiifolence and rebellion ; of Vitellius he made no 1 
mention. In all military delikerationu he confulted Sueto- '> 
nius Paulinus and Marius Celfus ; in his civil adminiflra- 5? 
tion he was believed to employ the talents of Galerius Tra- 
chalus. The emperor’s fpeech was received by the popu- 
lace with loud fhouts and acclamations, each ftriving to 
furpafs the other in drains of flattery. Otho, upon leav- 
ing Rome, committed to his brother Salvius Titianus the 
charge"bf maintaining its tranquility, and of managing the 
wndli^vn other affairs of the empire. When he had thus fettled mat- . 

ters in the city, he at laft fet out, at the head of the prato- j 
rian cohorts, with a chofen body of fuch of the pratorian ; 
bands as ferved under tlfe ftandard of veterans, and a great 
nufhher of marines. He himfelf mafched before the en- 
figns on foot, wearing a breafl-plaie of iron, in the rough 
attire of a foldier, without the lead attention to his perfor, 
which he had been ufed to cultivate with all the art of the 
.mod luxurious effeminacy". 

t Tacit. Hift. lib.i. cap. po. ■ Ibid, lib.ii. cap. ii- 
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fortune feconded his firft attempts for his fleet, having Thefucafs 
made a defeenfc in the province of the maritime Alps, dc- ofhiijlftt 
feated the Ligurians, whom Marius Maturus, who governed 
that province in quality of procurator,* had armed againft 
them, plundered Albium Intemelium, now Vintimiglia, and 
laid wafte the whole iountry. In the mean time news be- 
ing fent in great hade and alarm to Fabius Valens, that 
Otho's fleet was upon the coad of Narbonne Gaul, he fent 
thither two cohorts of Tungrians, four troops of horfe, and 
the whole fquadron of Treverians, under the command of 
Julius ClafTicus. To thefe were joined a cohort of Ligu- 
rians, and five hundred Pannonians. They no fooner ar- 
rived, than they were attacked by Otho’s troops, who had 
already landed. The engagement laded till night, and was 
renewed next day, when Vitellius’s forces were at length 
put to flight with great daughter ; however, as the viftory 
proved very bloody, the vi£tors retired to Albiugaunum, a 
municipal city in Liguria, and there continued without 
making any farther attempts upon Narbonne Gaul. At the 
fame time Decimus Pacarius, governor of Cnrfica, having 
declared for Vitellius, was flain by the inhabitants, who 
brought his head to Otho 

In Italy, the whole country which extends from the Po ThitouH’ 
to the Alps was poflelTed by the troops of Vitellius ; for the 
fquadron of horfe, named Syllana, had brought over vdth 
them fcveral cities to his party, as we have related ; and the 
cohorts, which Cxcina had lent thither before him, were mits to ri- 
already arrived. To^them tlferefore fcveral cities fubmitted, ttllmu 
not from any alFe£lion to Vitellius, or that they preferred 
bis caufe to that of Otho ; but becaufe they were enervated 
by long peace and eafe, ready for any bondage, and the 
cafy acquilition of the firft comer. At Cremona Vitellius's 
men furprifed and took prifoners a cohort of Pannonians ; 
and between Placentia and Ticinum intercepted a hundred 
horfe and a thoufand marines. Animated with this fuc- 
cefs, they pafled the Po, oppofite Placentia, where it was 
reported, that Csecina approached with his whole army. - 
Veftrius Spurinna, who commanded in that city for Otho, 
with five cohorts of the prxtoriacb guards, 'a thoufand vete- 
rans, and a few horfe, though he was certain that Cascina 
was not yet come, determined to confine his own men 
within the fortifications ; but they, headftrong, unmanage- 
able, and unacquainted with diicipline, fnatching up the 
enfigns and ftandards. Tallied out tumultuoully, turning 
againft their own commander, while he ftrove to reftrain 

▼ Tacit. Hill. lib. ii. cap. 
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them, the points of their weapons, and eaclaiming, that a 
plot was intended, and Csecina treacheroufly called in \ fo 
that Spurlnna was obliged to approve their refolution, iince 
it was not in his power to prevent it. With them there- 
fore he marched out of Placentia, and arriving, as night 
approached, within light of the Po| reprefented to them 
the iiecciTity of pitching and fortifying their camp againll 
any fudd^n attack. This toil, not able to be home by men 
to the gaieties of the city, foon abated their courage ; 
all over the camp dutiful and fubmillive language was heard ; 
they applauded with one voice the prudent care of their 
commander, who, for the feat of the war, had chofe^i a 
colony fo llrong and opulent ; and, fubmitting to orders, 
fulFered themfclves to be led back the fame night to Pla- 
centia, where the walls were forthwith flrengtliened, and 
new bulwarks added. 

In the mean time Cxcina. having pafTcd the Alps, en- 
tered Italy. After having attempted in vain to corrupt and 
feduce Ocho’s forces, he refolved to lay fiege to Placentia-, 
and accordingly encamped before the place. The firfl; day 
palled in mutual reproaches, Csecina’s men marching up to 
the \ralls, and upbraiding Spurinna’s upon the ramparts, as 
plnvers, dancers, idle fpetf^lators of Pythian and Olympic 
games, men corrupted by the licentious amufements of the 
theatre and eiicus, who triumphed in the murdering of 
Galba, a naked and difaimed old man, but were not very 
forward to face an enemy in the Held. Thefe reproaches 
fo iiiflamed the befieged, that ,next day, when Czeina or- 
dered a general alTault, they behaved S^dth incredible bra- 
very, made a dreadful flaughter of his men, and obliged 
them to retreat in the utiiioll confufion. In this condidl, 
the amphitheatre of Placentia, which (food without the 
walls, the moH (lately and capacious in Italy, was burnt 
down. This defeat brought great difgrace upon the party 
of Vitellius. Caecina, alliamed of his difappoiiicment, im- 
mediately repaired the Po, and bent his march towards 
Cremona. Upon his march, Turullius Cerealis revolted 
to him with a great number of marines, and Julius £rigan« 
ticus with a few horfe 

i^buut the fame time Martius Macer, who commanded 
under Orho a body of two thoufand gladiators, having em- 
barked them upon the Po, lauded uuexpefledly on the op- 
pofite Ihore, where he fuiprifed and defeated the auxiliary 
troops which belonged to the forces of Vitellius, cut many 
of them to pieces, and obliged the reft to take refuge in 

X Tacit. Hid. lib. ii. cap. lo— 1|. Plut. in Olh. 
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Cremona. Macer leftraincd his men from purfuinjj thcniv 
left the fugitives, ftrengthened by fuccours from the dlyi 
might have changed the fortune of the day. From this re- 
ftraint, great diltruft arofe amongft the fufpictous foMiers 
of Otfao, the moft cowardly urging criminal imputations 
againft their leaders, sAid patting a malevolent conftnichoii 
upon all their proceedings. Csecina, much concerned to 
fee all his enterprizes abortive, and fearing left Kabins 
lens, who was now approaching, Ihoiiid rob him of the 
whole glory of the war, hurried with more impatience than 
circumfpeAion to retrieve his honour At a pLicc about 
twelve miles from Cremona, mimed Caflores, he I'ecrelly 
conveyed the flower of his auxiliaries into the woods, which 
lay juft above the great road ; the horfe he commanded to 
advance, and, after having engaged the enemy, to retre.it, 
till the auxiliaries, lying in the woods, ihould l>ave an op- 
portunity of riling at once out of their ambuih, and falling 
upon the enemy. This ftratagem being difeovered by fome 
deferters to Otho’s generals, Paulinus and Celfus, they 
craftily drew Ctecina’s forces into the fame fnare ; for Pau- 
linus taking the command of the foot, and Celfus that of 
the horfe, they placed three cohorts in clofe ranks in the 
high road, and on either fide of it concealed, among the 
woods, the iirft legion, the thirteenth, fix cohorts of auxi- 
liaries, and a thoufand horfe. The three cohoits in the 
high road were immediately attacked by Cxcina’s horfe, 
who,!after having ftood their ground a while, turned their 
backs, and fled : but Celfus^ who was aware of the artifice, Carina 
with-held his men Arom purfuing them ^ and in the mean 
time the forces which Cxcina had concealed in the woods, 
were difeovered in their ambufh. Then Celfus, pretending 
fear, retired infenfibly before them, til) they found them- 
felves furrounded on all fides ; for on both iheir flanks they 
were attacked by the cohorts of the legions, and the horfe 
fuddenly wheeling about, fell upon them in the rear. 

Fabius Valens arrived with the troops under his com- 
mand at Ticinum -, where, while he was fortifying his 
camp, news were brought of the late unfuccefsful l^atile. 

On this occafion his troops, accupng him of treachery, as 
if he had, by feigned delays, detained them from afli^ting 
at the engagement, put themfelvesin motion, without wait- 
ing for their general’s orders, to join Csecina. Upon the 7->|, ofUen 
junction of the forces of Valens with thofc of Csecina, the ^frueUimi 
ofRcers of Vitellius declared for a decifive battle. Oiho, tncitne ua 
on the other hand, advancing to a village between Cremona 
and Verona, called Bedriacum, had recourfe to a confiil- " 

• Aation, whether it were advifcable to protra£k the war, or 
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rifle a battle. Upon this occaflon Suetonius Paulinusi the 
moft experienced commander of his age, declared, that it 
was his opinion, that hafte and prefent ad^ion were advan- 
tageous to the enemy, but to Otho procraftination and de- 
lay, fince the entire army of Vitellius was arrived, and in 
want of neceflaries ; which obliged them to ofler battle, as 
the fpeedieft way of fupplying their prefent want. On the 
contrary, Otho’s army w^s abundantly provided ; Italy, the 
fenate, and the people of Rome, were at his devotion, and 
ready to fupply him, not only with provifions, but with 
treafure, more neceflfary than the fword in all civil diflen- 
iions. Befldes, fcveral provinces had revolted from Vitel- 
lius ; whereas all the countries, which had at firft declared 
for Oiho, continued inviolably attached to his intereft. In 
his front lay the river Po \ his cities were fecure in the 
Arength of men and walls i and that none of them would 
yield to the attacks of the enemy, was evident from the 
brave defence of Placentia. He added, that were the war 
protradled till the fummer, the Germans, of all the enemy’s 
fort:c5 the moA formidable, could never endure fo great a 
change of country and climate, but Infenlibly moulder 
away, and vanifli, with all their terrors. He concluded, 
that as the legions of Pannonia, Dalmatia, and Moefia, 
were upon their march, and^ would arrive in a few days, 
the emperor might then refumc the prefent deliberation ; 
and if it were judged advifeable to engage, he might bring 
into the field a much more numerous army. With the 
counfel of Paulinus, Marius Cejfus concurred j and Annius 
Gallus, who was abfent, being ill of tb% hurt which he had 
received a few days before from his horfe falling with him, 
declared to thofe who were fent to learn his advice, that he 
entertained the fame fentiments, and would have the em-^ 
peror by all means to wait, at leaA till the legions from 
Pannonia, Dalmatia, and Moefia, had joined him. But 
Otho, Titianus his brother, and Proculus, were determined 
upon engaging : the two latter, hurried by raflinefs and 
want of experience, were always averring, that fortune, 
and the gods, and the deity of Otho, attended upon his 
counfels, and would undoubtedly profper his enterprizes : 
to f|jch grofs flattery had they recourfe, that no one might 
dare to thwart their opinion, which in the end prevailed. 

When an engagement was rcfolved upon, it was debat- 
ed next in council, whether the emperor (hould be pre- 
fect in the aflion, or remove elfewhere. Tatianus and 
Proculus advifed him to retire to Brixcllum, now Ber- 
fellp, where, fecure from the uncertain accidents of bat- 
tles, be (kould referve himfelf, they faid, fpi the direc- 
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tion of the whole, and the great ends of fovcreignty- 
Faulinus and Celfus, that they might not feem to advife 
expofing the perfon of the prince to perils, dared not 
oppofe his departure. This advice, which Otho readily 
embraced, was attended with two bad confequences ■, for 
he confiderably weakened the armv, by taking with him a 
numerous detachment of the belt troops to guard him ; 
and befides, the forces remaining loft all courage, (ince 
they fufpefted the fidelity of their leaders. In the mean 
time, the band of gladiators, who ferred under Otho, be- 
ing attacked and defeated by a detachment of Germans, 
tha death of Macer, who commanded thofe gladiators, was 
required by the whole army ; they had already wounded 
him with a lance, and were falling upon him with their 
drawn fwords, when, by the fudden interpofitioii of the 
tribunes and centurions, he was refeued. However, Otho 
being obliged to remove him, fent Flavius Sabinus, brother 
to Vefpafian, to take the charge of the forces that had been 
under his command. 

. After the departure of Otho to Brixellum, the name and 
honour of the generalfliip remained with his brother Ti- 
tianus, but the whole authority relided in Proculus. Celfus 
and Paulinus were on no occaQon confulted, but only bore 
the empty title of commanders, and thence ferved to anfwer 
for the faults and iniftakes of others. The tribunes and 
centurions were under the greateft concern, to fee men of 
fuperlor worth and capacity thus neglected, while the worft 
bore the greateft authority but the common foldiers, who 
fufpefted their fidelity, were chearful and elated, though 
rather difpofed to cenfure and difpute, than to obey slnd 
execute, the orders of their commanders. The two armies 
were encamped on the banks of the Po, whence Otho’s 
forces moved their quarters, and retired within four miles 
of Bedriacum. Their march was fo unfkilfully condudVed, 
that they were extremely diftrefled for want of water, 
though it was then the fpring of the year, about the thir- 
teenth of April, and there were rivers on all quarters. 
Proculus was for continuing the march next day, with a 
defign to attack the enemy, wjjo were encamped lixteen 
miles diftant, at the confluence of the Adda and tl^ Po. 
This rcfolution was vehemently oppofed by Celfus and Pau- 
linus, who declared agaiiift expofing the army, fatigued 
with marching, and loaded with baggage, to the enemy, 
who being themfelves light and unincumbered, and having 
moved fcarce four miles, would never lofe the advantage of 
attacking them, either as they marched with their ranks 
broken, or afterwards, while they were foitifying their camp. 
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This point was (till under debate, when a Numidiani dif- 
patched by Otho upon a fwift horfe, arrived with letters to 
the generals; wherein the emperor, having fharply re- 
proached them with want of fpirit and refolution, com- 
manded them to engage, without lofs of time. Upon the 
receipt of the emperor's letters, Cel&is and Faulinus drop- 
ped all oppofition, and the army immediately decamped 
The fame day two tribunes of the praetorian guards came 
to Cxcina, as he was intent upon building a bridge crofs 
the Po, and defired a conference. He was jult going to 
receive their overtures, when the fpies, in great halle, ap- 
prifed him, that the enemy was at hand. The difeoubfe 
with the tribunes being thus interrupted, it remained un- 
certain, M^heihcr they intended to betray their own party, 
to contrive a plot againil the enemy, or had fome ileGgn 
truly M'orthy and honeil. Ciecina having difmifled the tri- 
bunes, immediately quitted his poU upon the river, and re- 
paired to the camp, where he found the Ggnal of battle al- 
ready given by Valens, and the foldiers under arms. While 
Valens was drawing up his legions, his cavalry fallied out, 
hut were by a party of Otho’s forces, much inferior jii num- 
ber, repulfed, and forced to fly fur flielter to their ram- 
parts ; whence the Italic legion, with their drawn fwords, 
drove them back to the encounter. The legions of Vitel- 
lius were ranged in orticr of tfattlc, wiihoui ihe leaft con- 
(lernation or alarm ; for though the enemy approached, 
they were prevented from feeing them by a chick coppice. 
In the army of Otho an univerj^l confufion prevailed ; the 
generals diftrullcd the foldiery, and the foldiery were in- 
cenfed againU their generals, The carriages and retainers 
to the camp were mixed and crowded amongll; the ranks ; 
from a deep ditch on each hand, the way was too (Ireight, 
even for an army marching, where no danger from an 
enemy was to be apprehended. No order was obferved, 
fome tbrulting themfelves into the front, fome retiring to 
the rear, as each found himfelf prompted by bravery or by 
fear. Befides, a groundlefs report was fpread amongfl the 
foremod ranks of Otho’s army, that,the forces of Vitellius 
had revolted, and would join them immediately. Upon 
this report, they accoded the enemy with the falut^rion of 
fricnas ; but the others returned the compliment with an 
hodilc and threatening murmur, which not only difheart- 
cned them, but gave occalion to the red, who were unap- 
prifed of the caufe of fuch greeting, to apprehend that they 
V^ere betrayed. At the fame time the enemy attacked with 

y Tacit, Hid> lib. i. cap, 39, 40, 
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great vigour ; and Otho’s troops, though fewer in number, ffhe hattU 
and fatigued, fuftained the charge with great rcfolution and uj Btana^ 
intrepidity. As the place was embarraffed with trees, 
hedges, and vineyards, they fought without regularity, bcar- 
I ing down one upon another, body to body, buckler to buck- 
ler, with fwords andMcs, after a dreadful manner, each 
man exerting his ftrength, as if the event of the whole war 
depended upon his valour. In the open plain, between the 
Po and the high-way, two legions chanced to encounter ; 
the one-and-twentieth belonging to Vitellius, and named 
Rapaxi and the firft on Otho’s fide, entitled Adjutrix. The 
fowner was famous for feats of valour i the latter till then 
had never been led into the field, but was fierce, refolute, 
and eager of acquiring renown. They engaged with in- 
credible fury, rejefting the ufe of darts, and clofiiig refo- 
lutely with fwonls and axes. After a long and bloody con- 
teft, the foldiers of the firft having routed the foremoft 
ranks of the one-and-twentieth, carried off their eagle ; a 
difgrace which fo enraged this legion, that they returned to 
the charge, flew Orphidius Benignus, commander of the 
firft, and took feveral ftandards. In another quarter, the 
thirteenth legion, which fought for Otho, was defeated by 
the fifth. Alphenus Varius, at the head of his Batavians, 
having entirely routed Otho’j gladiators, attacked his army 
in flank ; a circumftance which ftiuck the praetorian bands 
with fuch a panic, that they fled precipitately, putting in Ofhu'j ar^ 
diforder fuch of their own men as ftill kept their ranks, and my routtd. 
faced the enemy. , 

Thus the whole 3rmy retired in the utmoft confufion to- 
wards Bedriacum. As the ways were obftruded by the 
bodies of the flain (for above forty thoufand fell on both 
fides), the enemy made a dreadful flaughter of the fugitives, 
it being of no advantage to take prifoners, who, in civil 
wars, were not converted into property. Suetonius and 
Proculus took difterent routes, both avoiding that to the 
camp, from apprehenfion of ihe foldiery, who had al- 
rt ady charged their commanders with the lofs of the battle. 

Vedius Aquila, commander of the thirteenth legion, having 
With more courage than diferetion, entered the camp, while 
It was yet day, W'as charged by tfie troops that had retrain- 
ed there, and by thofe who were returned from the battle, 
as a traitor to the caufe, and abufed in a moft outrageous 
manner ; not that he had really committed any crime, but 
fuch is the cuftom of the multitude, for every man to caft 
upon others his own guilt and difgrace Titiaiius and Cel- 
fus durft not retire into the camp till night, when the guards 
were already pofted, and thp tumult of the foldiery re- 
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preyed. The vidlorioud arm^ of V'heHiiu purfiied the fn* 
gitives within five miles of Bedriacum, where they halted, 
not thinking it fafe to attempt forcing the enemy’s camp the 
fame day \ and befi4eB, they entertained hopes of a volan- 
tary furrender. 

Otho’s forces feemed difpofed to *make a vigorous de- 
fence, boafiing that they had been overcome by aAs of 
treachery, not by the fuperior bravery of the enemy : bat 
the officers^ and Titianus himfelf, in a council which they 
held the day following, agreed to fend deputies to Csecina 
and Valcns, to treat of a furrender. Their propofals were 
accepted, and, upon the return of the deputies, the gabes 
of the camp were thrown open. Then both armies meet- 
ing, the conquerors, as well as the conquered, burlt into 
tears, and at once pleafed and grieved, lamented the dread- 
ful confequences of civil wars- AfTembling now without 
diitinflion, in the fame tents, they riretfed, with great ten- 
dernefs, one another’s wounds. There were fcarce any fo 
exempt from affli3ion, as not to have fome dead friend to 
bewail. The bodies of Orphidiusi and other officers of 
difiint^ion, were fought for and buried with the ufual fo<* 
lemnity. Finally, they all fubmitted to Vitellius, and took 
the oath of allegiance 

Otho waited at Brixellum [or an account of the battle. 
Reports were melancholy, but uncertain, till the fugitives 
brought a certain account of the total defeat. The firlk 
who arrived with the difmal tidings was a common foldicr, 
who, being taxed with fallhoi^ and cowardice by fome 
perfons about the emperor, to convine'e them of the truth 
of this account, and to (hew that he had not fled for want 
of courage, fell upon his own fword at the feet of Otho ; 
who, admiring his refolution and fidelity, cried out, “ No 
more fuch worthy and gallant men (hall, on my account^ be 
brought into danger.” The battle was not decifive ; for 
Otho had Aill with him many brave troops, inviolably at- 
tached to his caufe and intereft : bis forces beyond the Fo 
ftill remained entire ; there were numerous garrifons in 
Bedriacnm and Placentia ; and thf legions from Mcefia, 
Dalmatia, and Pannonia^^ were advancing ; befidcs, the 
Afiauc, Syrian, and Egyptian legions, were already near 
the Adriatic. Neverthelefs, be was no fo oner informed of 
the defeat of his army, than he manifeftly difeovered a 
fixed purpofe of facrificing his life to the public tranquility. 
The ioldiers, apprifed of his defign, did all that lay in their 
power to fupport him under his affiiftion. They prefled 

® T^cit. Hjft. lib. ii, cap, 41—45, Plut. in 0th. 
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him not to dcfpair, declaring, without flattery or deceit, nexea/o/ 
that thev were rcadyi for his lake, to expofe thcmfelvcs to MsfiUnrj, 
the SnSigerB, and fuffer aU extremities. Thofe who 
flood at a diftancC, fignified their z^al and ardour, by 
ft retching out their hands j fuch as were neared fell at his 
knees, kiffed his hand; and entreated him to accept of that 
duty and fidelity which could neTcr expire but with their 
laft breath. A^ve all, the intrepidity and fidelity of an 
obfeure and private foldier difplayed itfelf on this occa- 
fion j for finding the emperor flood altogether unOiaken 
and fixed in his purpofe, he drew his fword, and, addrefl- 
inghimfelf to Otho, From, this, Csfar (faid he), judge 
of our fidelity ; for there is not a man amongfl us but 
would ftrike thus to ferve you he then turned his fword 
againft himfelf, and fell at the emperor’s feet. Plautius 
Firmus, captain of his guards, by repeated entreaties be- 
Ibught him not to abandon an army fo faithful and zealous ; 
foldiers fo Angularly affeaionate and loyal. In bearing 
calamities (faid he), more greatnefs of mind is (hewn than 
in flying from them. To fupport themfelves with hope, 
even in fpite of fortune, was ever the part of the magna- 
nimous and brave, as it was that of the timoious and fpirit- 
Icfs to be drawn by cowardice into utter defpair.’* As, 
during thefe expreflions, Otjio happened to look chearful 
or peiifive, there followed fliouts of joy, or difmal groans. 

Nor was this zeal confined to the prstorian guards^ who 
were inviolably attached to the perfon of Otho ; but thofe 
troops who had been fent l^fore the reft out of Mmfia, and 
were now arrived, ^declared, that in the approaching army 
the fame fteadinefs prevailed, and that the legions had al- 
ready reached Aquileia. Hence it is evident, that the war 
might have been renewed, and that its ifliie, notwithftand- 
ing the late defeat, was altogether uncertain : but neither 
by perfuafions and entreaties, nor by all the apparent pro- 
bability of fuccefs, could Otho be prevailed upon to conti- 
nue the war, or be diverted from the refol ution he had taken ; 
a rcfolution which no one expefied from a perfon of his 
apparent effeminate temper. 

Having commanded filence, he fpoke to them after this Hhfpfech 
manner ; “ This day, my fellow-foldiers, which giv|s me 
fuch fcnfiblc proofs of your affeAion and loyalty, is far 
preferable to that on which you fainted me emperor. I 
therefore bcfeech you not to deny me the fatisfadlion of 
laying down my life for the prefervation of fo many brave 
men. To expofe wantonly to frefli perils fuch ’Virtue and 
fo much fortitude, is a price which I judge too high for the 
redeeming of my own life. I am well apprifed, that the 

enemy 



|o8 


^he Roman Hiftory. 


Hit calm 


I 


enemy has neither gained an entire nor a decifive viftoiy: 
I have advice that the Moefian army is not far off ; that the 
legions from Afia, Syria, and Egypt, are near the Adriatic ; 
that the forces in Judaea have declared for us; the fenate 
favours our caufe ; and we have in our power the wives 
and children of our enemies : but, alSs ! it is not with Pyr- 
rhus, with Hannibal, with the Cimbrians, we fight; but h 
is eagle againft eagle, and Rome againff Rome. Italy rouit 
bleed, whether I vanqnilh or am vanquifhed ; and even 
who triumphs will have occafion to mourn. I cannot bear 
the thought, that fuch a number of Roman youth, that fo 
many noble armies lliould be cut off, and ravifhed for ever 
from the commonwealth. With me let me carry this fa- 
tisfadlion, that for my caufe you were all ready to die; but 
be content to furvive me. Vitellius began the civil war, 
and thence fprung the fource of our ftruggliiig for the em- 
pire by arms. To me will be owing the example of ftrug- 
gling for it no more than once. By this rule, let poflierity 
judge of Otho. Vitellius ftiall again poflefs in fafety his 
brother, his children, and his wife. Others have held the 
fovereignty longer ; in a manner more glorious none ever 
yet rclinquiflied it. Affure yourfelves, it is my free choice 
to die rather than to reign, fince I cannot fo much advance 
the Roman ffate by wars and, bloodfhed, as by facrificing 
inyfelf to the public peace and tranquility. Nothing but 
my death can feal a tailing peace, and fecure Italy againil 
fuch another unhappy day. Let us no longer retard one 
another : let not me delay yourtcare of your own preferva- 
tinn, nor you me in the purfuit of a deiign never to be 
ihnken or changed. To multiply words about the fubjedl 
of dying, is the part of a dailardly fpirit. How much I am 
undaunted in this my purpofe, 1 defire you to take this 
fignal proof, that ! cdmplain of no man, fince, to blame the 
gods or men, upon the approach of death, implies a mean 
and indirefl defire of Jiving 

After this difeourfe, he deiired his attendants to leave 
him, and fubmit without any delay to Vitellius. The 
young men he preffed with authoritys the old by entreaties, 
addreifing himfelf to all wjth great courtefy, in a language 
fuitaWe to their years or dignity. At the fame time he re- 
buked, as ill-judged and unreafonable, the tears and lamen- 
tations of his friends, with a countenance calm and com- 
pofed, and a fpeech cool and determined. To fuch as were 
ready to depart, he ordered boats and carriages to be given. 
To thofe who were abfent, he fent paflports, forbidding 


a Tacit. HiU. lib. ii. cap. 47 , Plut. in Otb. Dio, lib. Ixiv. 
r-73»» 733' Sutft. cap. 5 . 
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any one to ftop them in their journey. All memorials 
and letters, remarkable for expreflions of zeal towards him, 
or for inve£iiv€s againft Vitcllius, he committed to the 
flames. What money and jewels he .had, he diftrlbuteJ 
amongft his friends. 

After having taken ihefe precautions, he caufed all thofe 
who were about him to retire ; and, withdrawing into a hts jijhr^ 
private room, he wrote coiifolatory letters to his filler, and to 
to MeflTalina, who had been formerly M^edded to Nero, and 
whom he himfelf had defigned to marry, recommending to 
her his memory and alhes. While he was thus exercifing 
hi^ thoughts about his lall moments, a fudden tumult in- 
terrupted him ; for notice was brought of an infurredlion 
among the foldiers, who threatened with prefent death all 
who intended to depart, as traitors and deferters. Againfl 
Virginias chiefly they were enraged, and had already be- 
fiegcd his houfe. On this information Otho, appearing 
again, reprimanded the authors of the mutiny, gave au- 
dience to fuch as were departing, and continued thus em- 
ployed till they were all gone in perfeft fafety. He then 
withdrew again to his chamber, which he left open till the 
night was far advanced, allowing free entrance to all who 
were defirous to fee him. Having quenched his third with 
a draught of cold water, he called for two daggers, ami 
having carefully examined tht points of both, he placed the 
lharpell under his pillow. He next rcfolved to be fully 
alTured that his friends were gone 5 a circumllance which 
he no fooner underdood, t^an he lay down, pafling the 
night in perfect refofe, and, as is affirmed, not without 
fleep. At break of day he feized the dagger, and gave Hu dtath» 
himfelf a mortal dab on the left fide of the bread. Upon 
hearing him groan, his freedmen entered, and his Haves, 
with Plotius Firmus, captain of his guards: they found no 
more than one wound. 

His death was no fooner divulged than the whole place Islamtnted 
refounded with the mournful cries of the foldiers, blaming by thefil- 
themfelves with the deeped concern for not watching him 
more carefully, and f^riving to fave a life which was laid 
down to preferve theirs. His funeral was difpatched with ffjf obff- 
great expedition (for fuch had bftn his own defire), tt^pre- quiti. 
vent his head being cut off, and expofed to public derifion. 

The prxtorian cohorts bore his corpfe, magnificently at- 
tired, often kiffing his wound and his hand, and even pay- 
ing him divine honours. At his funeral pile fome of the 
foldiers flew themfelves \ and others who were at Bedria- 
cum, Placentia, and in other quarters, underdanding the 
manner of his death, were fo deeply and fenfibly affe£led, 



1 io 


Mis €ha~ 
raBtr, 


OM0V 
trwtps fub- 
mit tg yi~ 
uUiujw 


The -RomiiH ffifloTyt 

that they Hew ont another, not caring to outlire a pHnce 
whom tney fo tenderly lovdd. To him they raifed a tomb 
of a mean ftru£lure> with this epitaph only, To the me- 
mory of Marcus Ot^ho;'’ which they thought the beftfecu- 
rity againit any infults from the conqueror \ Such was 
the end of Otho, in the thirty-feventh year of his age, after 
he had reigned, according to fome, three months, accord- 
ing to- others, three months and live days. He derived his 
origin from the municipal city of Terentinum in Hetruria* 
His father had fufliained the dignity of conful ; his grand- 
father that of piietor. His mother’s line was not of equal 
lultre, but far from obfeure. He fpent his tender years* in 
idlenefs, his youth in fcandalous debaucheries, and grew 
acceptable to Nero by imitating his profligate life. To him, 
therefore, as to the chief confldant of his impure pleafures, 
Nero committed the care of his beloved millrefs Poppxa 
Sabina, till he could accomplifli the removal of Oflavia, 
his wife but foon fufpe£king him for a rival, he fent him 
into Lulitania, where the adminiflration of that province 
furnifhed a pretence for keeping him from Rome. In Lii- 
fitania he governed with gentlenefs and popularity, was the 
foremofl: to efpoufe the caufe of Galba, and promoted it 
with vigour. Thence he conceived hopes of being adopted 
by him, and declared his fuccQflbr but finding himfelf dif- 
appointed, and feeing nothing but defpair in the quiet and 
cflablifhment of the ftate (for he lived in a courfe of riot 
and expence, which even to the fortune of a fovereigii 
would have proved burdenfomc), he re^volted from Galba, 
and feized the empire in the manner we have related. His 
death was as much applauded as his life was cenfured ; for 
though he had lived like Nero, yet he left this chara£ler 
behind him, chat no one ever died more refolutely ^ ; and 
indeed nothing can be more glorious in a man ihan to fa- 
crifice his life for the good of his country. 

After the death ofOtbo the foldiers again mutinied j nor 
was there any one to reftrain them. They applied to Vir- 
ginius, prefling him, with many intreaties and menaces, 
to accept the fovereigniy, or at leaft to go as their ambaf- 
fador to Cxcina and Valcfis. Already they were breaking 
intonhis houfe, when he retired by a private way, and 
efca^d. But Rubrius Gallus, a perfon of great rank, im- 
mediately undertook the embafly to Vitellius’s commanders, 
and obtained pardon for all the troops that lay at Brixcllum ; 
and at the fame time Flavius Sabinus prevailed upon the 

Tacit. Hift. lib. ii. cap. 49. Suet, cap. ii. Plutt in 0th. 
• Tacit, ibid. cap. jq, Suet, Pint, in Oth, 
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forces under his command to go over to the conqueror ; fo 
that war had now every-where ccafed, and peace was at 
cncc rc-eftaWifted. Many fenators had accompanied Otho 
from Rome, and had been afterwards .by him left with a 
fmall body of troops at Mutina. Here the fenators found 
thcmfelvcs expofed to great danger ; for news being brought 
thither of the defeat, the foldiers flighted it as a report void 
of truth : fufpedting the fenate to be difafFedled to Otho, 
they watched the words of every individual, and wrefted 
even their countenances and behaviour to a malignant fenfo. 
At laft they proceeded to infult them with inve£bive6, and 
fepmed only to want a pretence of putting them all to the 
fword. On the other hand, they were afraid of being 
deemed difafFefled to Vitcilius, whofe brother was among 
them, if they feemed flow and cool in their rejoicings for 
the victory. They rcfolved, therefore, to return as far as 
Bononia, and wait for more certain intelligence. They 
pofted men upon the feveral roads leading to the city, to 
examine fuch as pafled. By thefe one of Otho’a freedmen 
being queflioned, why he had quirted his lord, anfwer- 
cd, that he had about him his lord’s laft will and com- 
inands ; and that he had left him indeed alive, but fixed in 
his purpofe of dying, and of facrificing his life to the pub- 
lic tranquility. Upon this nojtice they immediately declared 
for Vitellius, whofe brother now prefented himfelf to be 
flattered, as did all the fenators to flatter him ; when on a 
fudden Ccenus, a freedman of Nero, arriving, affirmed, 
that by the arrival of the fgurteenth legion, in conjunction 
with the forces frofti Brixellum, the army which had lately 
conquered was entirely routed, and the fortune of the other 
party retrieved and changed. What prompted him to fuch 
a forgery was, that Otho's warrants for poll-horfes, which 
were now negle£lcd, might be efteemed valid. Ccenus 
was by thefe means with great fpeed carried to Rome ; but 
there, a few days after, put to death by Vitellius’s order. 
The fiftion, however, was believed by the foldiers, who be- 
gan to threaten the fenators for having departed from Mu- 
tina, and declared for, Vitellius ; infomuch that thev were 
obliged to conceal thcmfelvcs, not daring, for fear "of the 
incenfed foldiery, to appear abroad, till letters frogi Fa-' 
bins Valcns, afliiring them of Otho’s death, removed their 
terrors 

Rome was, in the mean time, free from alarm ; the in- 
terludes facred to Ceres, which yearly began on the twelfth, 
and ending on the nineteenth of April, were celebrating, 

* Tacit. Hift. lib. ii, cap. 53, 54. 
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when news were brought into the theatre, that Otho hadf 
by A ToluntAry put ah fnd to faK tifc* The fpe6^a- 

tora i mntediately» with loud fliQnts> a^huded the name 
qf/^^ new emperors uttering jgainft Otho the fame in- 
which a little before they had poured forth againft 
VittlHus. The troops in the city immediately fwote alle- 
giance to ViteJlius. The people carried the images of 
Gaiba round the temples, crowned with laurels and adorn- 
ed with flowers ; and piled up heaps of coronets, after the 
manner of a fepulchre, clofe by the lake of Curtius, where 
Galba had been flain. In the fenate, the many honours 
given to former princes at intervals, and during a Iqng^ 
reign, were at once decreed to Vitcilius. On the German 
armies high commendations were bellowed, and an em- 
bady fent to return public thanks, and congratulate them 
upon their late vi£lory. The letters, addrefled by Fabius 
Valens to the confuls Virginius Ptufus and Poppscus Vo- 
pifeua, of whom the firft was abfent, were publicly read, 
and found to be conceived in terms no way arrogant; but 
the modelly of Csecina was more applauded, who had not 
fent any, it being deemed affuming in any but the emperor 
to write to the fenate and magillratcs 

In the mean time Italy was affliiicd with greater calami- 
ties than ftie had fufFered during the war. The foldiers of 
Vitellius, didributed amongll the cities and municipal 
towns, committed dreadful devaftations, without fparing 
even the temples : fome, in the dlfguife of foldiers, killed 
their particular cnemie.s ; and ,the foldiers themfelves, as 
they were well acquainted with the country, marking out 
the richclt inhabitants, plundered their houfes and farms, 
putting all to fire and fword without mercy, if any refiilance 
was ofi'ered. Their generals durfl not reilrain them, being 
equally guilty, and intimidated by their men. Of the two 
Caecina was lefs addi£led to avarice, but courted the favour 
of the foJdiery. Valeiv was infamous for pillage and ra- 
pine, and thence blind to the exceffes of others. Thus, by 
fo mighty a force of foot and horfe, by fuch adls of vio- 
lence,'- fu many depredations and i^fults, was Italy quite 
exhaulled, and many of the moil wealthy inhabitants re- 
i duceji^ to beggary ^ 

Vitellius, not yet apprifed of tfie fuccefs of his arms, 
having left Hprdeoneus Flaccus with a fufficient force to 
guard the banks of the Rhine, was marching towards Italy 
with the refidue of the German army, reinforced with eight 
thoufand men drawn from Britain, and frefli levies hailily 

■ Tisit, Hiil. lib, u. cap. 55, f Ibid. cap. $6. 
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aihbiigft die Gauls. After a few days marcli te re* 
ceived the agreeable news of the ridlory of Bedriacum, and 
the death of Gtho. Tranfported with joy, he aflcmbicd 
hismenj and from the tribtffial acquainted them with the 
intelligence he had received^ beftowlng extravagant praifes 
upon the bravery of his viftoriolis troops. The army, not 
yielding in the bafe arts df flattery to the fenate, made liim, 
at this junfture, a general requeft^ that he ^ould raife his 
favourite freedman, Afiaticus, to the equeftrian dimity. 

The emperor, with feeming indignation, rejc6led their de- 
mand ; but ^at in the face of the public he had refufed; 
ha foon after privately conferred at a banquet, honouring 
Aflaticus, a mofl: infamous and rapacious flavcj with the 
gold ring, the badge of knighthood. As he was matching TAeAfoM- 
through Gaul, other meflengers came with tidings, that ritanias 
both the Mauri tanias had acceded to his party : Lucius Albi- 
nus who, in quality of procurator, governed there, and had 
declared for Otho, being killed by the Moors, upon a re- 
port that Albinus, fcorning the title of procurator, intended 
to ufurp the enGgns of majeily, and the royal name of Juba. 

With him were flain AGnius Pollio, who commanded a 
body of horfe, Feftus and Scipio, both captains of cohorts, 
and feveral other ofRcers of diflinfbion. Into thefe tranf- 
adlions Vitellius made no enquiry, not regarding the mur- 
der of fo many great men, a hafty hearing being all he 
afforded to any affair, however iihportant. 

His army purfued their march by land ; he himfclf failed Htpurfm 
down the Saone, without the luftre and appointment of an 
emperor, till Junius Blsefus, governor of Lyonefe Gaul, a 
man of great generofity and proportionable wealth, fumifti- 
ed him with a princely train, and accompanied him with 
great ftate and magnificence. This very behaviour provok- 
ed Vitellius againfl him, though he then difguifed his aver- 
lion under many courteous expreflions. At Lyons he was 
met by the generals of both parties, the conquerors and the 
conquered. Valens and Cxcina he commended in public, 
and placed them on each fide his chair of (late. Soon after, 
he ordered the whole army to march out, and meet his fon, 
yet ap infant, ivho was brought; covered with an inmcrial 
crat of armour. His father, taking him thus drefM in ' 
his arms, bellowed upon him the ^rname of GermaHr- 
CMs, and all the marks of fovercignty. He freelv pat- 
doned SalviuB Titianus, Otho’s brother ; the inftin^ and 
tendernefs of nature which had prompted him to erpou/c 
bis brother’s caufe, and his own want of abilities, plead- 
ing for him. Of Marius Celfus we are only told, that 
Vitellius referved for him the coirfulfliip, to which hehafd 
VoL. 2J11. 1 been 
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Hovf he been formerlj defigned, and which he was td difeharge in 
trials the the month of July. He long poilponed admitting Sueto- 
0/ PsLiflinus and Licinius Proculus, keeping them in 
^ furpenfe like criminjils ; at length he heard them, when 

they both made a defence rather neceflary than honourable, 
and altogether unworthy a man of Paulinus’s chara£ler ; 
for upon themfelves they freely topk the guilt of treafon, 
aferibing to a fraud concerted between them the long march 
before the battle, the great fatigue of Otho's foldiers, and 
the intermixing the carriages among the troops, when drawn 
up in battle-array. Vitellius gave credit to the confelhDn 
of their treachery, and forgave them the crime of fidelity. 
Galerius Trachalua, who compofed Otho’s fpeeches, was 
faved by Gajeria, the wife of Vitellius : but all the centu- 
rions, who had fignalized their faith and bravery in the 
caufe of Otho, were, by the new enaperor’s orders, put to 
the fword ; executions which eftranged from him the minds 
of the foldiery, efpecially of the Illyrian legions. However, 
he fuffered the lait wills of fuch as died fighting for Otho 
to continue in force, and the law in behalf of thofe who 
died inteflate. 

He fent an edi£l to Rome, to fignify that he deferred 
meral receiving the name of Auguflus, and would not accept that 

jfowip of Cxfar : by another he ordered the aftrologers to depart 

Italy by the calends of Oflober : this was no fooner pub- 
lifhed, than a libel was hung up in the fame ftyle, ordering, 
in the name of the aftrologers, Vitellius Germanicus to 
quit the world by the fame day \ a circumftance which fo 
incenfed him againlt all thofe of that* profellion, that no 
fooner was any of them dete(!ied, than he caufed them, 
without farther enquiry, to be immediately executed. By 
a third edi£l he decreed, under a heavy penalty, that thence- 
forth no Roman knight fhould debafe himfelf to fight 
amongft the gladiators, or with the wild beafts *, a practice 
which had been greatly encouraged by former emperors. 
Before Vitellius left Lyons, he difpaiched orders to Rome 
Delahilla for the execution of Dolabella, who had been confined by 
falfly ac- Otho to the city of Aquinuni, and^ upon the death of that 
’ prince, was returned to Rome. The crimes alleged againft 
■ liiiiL were, that he had broken out of prifon, and, prefent- 
ing himfelf as a new leader to the vanquiQied party, had 
attempted to corrupt the cohort quartered at Oftia. Thefe 
offences were urged before Flavius Sabinus, governor of 
the city, by Plautius Varus, a man of prsetorian dignity, 
and one ot Dolabella’s intimate friends. The charge of 
treafon could not be proved ; but neverthelefs Vitellius, 
wli2 dreaded a man of his birth and abilities, and likewife 

hated 
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hated him cm account of his having married Petroriia, liis 
divorced wife, refolvcd to' get rid of one whom he looked 
Upon as a competitor. Having therefore Cent for him from 
Rome, arid dircaed him not to take jhe Flaminian road, 
but to come round by Interamna, now Terni, he placed 
aflaffinS there, with orders privately to difpatch him \ but 
they, without waiting till he arrived at the place appointed, 
maflacred him in an inn upon the way, while he was not 
under the the lead apprehenfion of danger s. This inftance 
of cruelty raifed great murmurs amdng the people and no- 
bility, and brought upon the new reign uiiiverfal hatred 
and abhorrence. 

From Lyons Vitellius removed to Vienne, where he 
publicly adminiftered juitice, and thence continued his 
route to Italy. As he was a man of a molt voracious ap- 
petite, which Tacitus llyles altogether bealtly and bound- 
lefs, and greatly addicted to banqueting, from Rome and 
Italy were brought him dainties of all forts, and every in- 
centive to gluttony, the roads from both feas being conti- 
nually filled with carriers'loaded with viands for the empe- 
ror's table. The chief men of the municipal cities, through 
which he palTed, were quite beggared by the magnificent 
fealls, by which they made court to the new emperor. The 
foldiers, following the example of their leader, rioted in 
all manner of excelTes, pluifdcring and laying wafte, with- 
out control, the cities, villages, and farms, contiguous to 
the road. The emperor was overtaken on his route by 
Marcus Cluvius Rufus, geyrernor of Spain, who came to 
clear himfelf of the crimes with which he was charged by 
Hilarius, the emperor's Freedman, who urged, that upon 
advice of the contefl between Otho and Vitcllius, Cluvius 
had attempted to ellablilh an independent principality, and 
to appropriate to himfelf both the provinces of Spain. The 
charge appearing groundlefs, Vitcllius ordered his freedman 
to be punifhed, and took Cluvius into the number of his 
chief favourites, commanding him to attend him, without 
depriving him of the government of Spain, which he Rill 
retained, though abfept. The like honour was not (hewn 
to Trebellius Maximus, who had fled out of Britain, alarm- 
ed by the menaces of the foldftrs in that ifland. In his, 
room was fent Vettiua Dolanus, then attending at court. 
Vitcllius arriving in Italy, found the country filled with 
the troops of bis own army, and thofe of Otho difperfed 
amongR the villages and municipal tpwns, and mixed to-^ 
gether 5 fo that continual quarrels and difordcr^ enfued 
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for the vanquIQied legions continued ftill in their former 
difadeftion, ^d breathed nothing but war. 

The emperor therefore refolved to feparate thenni and 
deliver Italy from fo heavy a burden. The fourteenth 
lesion was accordingly remanded to Britaiuj from 
whence they had been called over by Nero. With them 
were fent the Batavian cohorts^ who had foughj; for ViteU 
liuB \ whereas the legion had efpoufed the caufe of Otho : 
and hence arofe a fource of perpetual quarrels. The em- 
peror ordered the Batavians, as men in whom he could con- 
fide, to be incorporated with his own army, and the legion 
to be led forthwith over the Alps, lhaping their route fo as 
to avoid Vienne j| which city was thought to be difaifedied 
to Vitellius. Notwithftanding this order, they no fooner 
defeended from the Alps, than they turned their enligns to 
Vienne, and were marching thither, till fuch as were ripe 
for mutiny were by the welUaffedied prevailed upon to 
march back, in compliance with the emperor’s orders, and 
purfue their route to the coalt of the ocean, whence they 
were tranfported in a body to Britain. The praetorian co- 
horts were feparated, and then difeharged j but firft conci- 
liated by the rewards which were beftowed upon fuch as 
had ferved their term of warfare. The firft legion of ma- 
rines was lent into Spain, to be there indulged with tran- 
quility and repofe. The fev^th and eleventh were fent 
back to their old quarters in Dalmatia and Pannonia. The 
thirteenth was kept in Italy and employed in ereffing two 
amphitheatres, for Csecina and Valens were preparing 
each a public combat of gladiators, the former at Cremona, 
the other at Bononia. 

Thus Vitellius feparated and difperfed, without the lead: 
noife or dillurbance, the dirafie£l;ed troops which ferved 
under Otho but had not authority fufficient to rellrain 
the licentLOUfnefs of his own army. As the officers, and 
even the common foldiers, ufually adopt the manners of their 
emperors, about Vitellius were lecn only diforder, drunken- 
nefs, and all things more refembling no£lurnal revellings, 
and the debauches of Bacchanals, than a Eomaa army, and 
military dil'cipline. In this fituation a tumult arofe, which 
jderiyed its beginning front matter of paftime, but was not 
quellbd without much bloodffied. Two foldiers, one of the 
fifth legion, the other from amongit the auiiliary Gauls, 
having', while they fported together, provoked each other to 
^wreftle, the legionary was overcome', and the Gaul triumph- 
ed^ pyqF with great fcqrn. This incident immediately 
divided thofe who had aflembled only as fpedbtors into two 
pafiic^s \ ii>fomq.ch that the foldiers of the legions falling 

with 
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with fury upon the auxiliaries, put two cohorts to the 
fwoFilE but this tumult was in the end compofed hj an- 
other j forduft and the glitter of arms being difeerned at a 
diftance, a general cry ran in an indadt throiigh the whole 
army, that the fourfeenth legion had returned, and was 
approaching with hc^ile intent; for they were known to 
be difafFeAed to ViteHius. Hereupon they all joined to 
oppofe the common enemy : their fear was foon allayed ; 
for it proved the rear of their own army. However, as 
they met a Have belonging to Virginias, they charged him 
as one employed to adaffinate Vitellius; and, rufhing into 
tHe banqueting' room, inlided, that Virginius fliould be put 
to death ; though Vitellius entertained not the lead doubt 
about the innocence of Virginius, yet it was with the ut- 
mod difficulty that he prevailed upon the enraged foldiery 
to forbear ffiedding the blood of one who had borne the fu- 
preme dignity of conful, and been formerly their general 

Next day Vitellius gave audience to the ambafladors from 
the fenate, at Ticinum, now Pavia; then he entered the 
camp of the vi£lorious army, where he was received with 
loud (houts, and joyful acclamations. After he had com- He dj/bande 
mended the zeal and bravery of the conquering legions, and f^verat 
promifed them their ufual rewards, he fent back to their 
own country the eighteen Bfitavian cohorts, which had at- 
tended him in his journey, having found by experience, 
that they were altogether ungovernable. He likewife dif- 
mifTed to their feveral territories all the auxiliary Gauls, 
who had been levied in thl beginning of the war. At the 
fame time, that the revenues of the empire, nearly exhauft- 
ed, might be able to fupply his extravagance, he ordered 
the number of men in the legions and auxiliaries to be re- 
duced, put a Hop to farther levies, and granted difeharges 
to all who required them ; which, to thofc who continued 
in the fervice, proved matter of great difgufl, fince upon 
them, now reduced to a few^ refted all the military duties 
before fhared amongft many. 

From Ticinum the emperor took the route lo Cremona, 
where he beheld the public fports, exhibited with extraor- 
dinary magnificence by Cxcina." While he was there, hc^e/ur^t 
conceived a defire of viewing the field at Bedriacum, and the field ef 
furveying the fcenc of the recent viftory. As the battle 
had been fought not quite forty days before, the field was 
Hill covered with the bodies of the (lain, torn and mangled 
limbs, carcafes of horfes and men putrefied, and the ground 
ftained with corruption and gore ; all the trees felled, the 


^ Tacit, Hift. lib. ii. cap. 65*69. 
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corn trpd down, the whole exiubiting a (hocking fcene of 
cruelty, flaughter, and defolation. The emperorj how* 
ever, perfifted in his refolution, an4 with a great retinue 
fet out for Bedriaciftn ; the people of Cremona brewing 
the road with flowers and laurel, rearing altars, and facri- 
ficing vi£tims, even where the ghaftly remains of their 
(laugntered countrymen were ftill to be feen. Csecina and 
Valens accompanied him, and pointed out the fcenes of 
every remarkable circUmftance in the battle, Vitellius did 
not once turn his eyes from a fpeftade fo tragical, nor 
{hewed the leaft horror at the light of fo many thoufand 
Roman citizens flaiii and unburied : he even telfified jdy, 
and offered a pompous facriflce to the tutelar gods of the 
place * (F)- From Bedriacum, Vitellius purfued his route 
to Bononia ; and the nearer he advanced to that place, his 
march proved the more diforderly and debauched. Amongit 
his military troops were blended bands of comedians and 
herds of eunuchs, agreeable to the genius of the court in 
Nero’s reign; Vitellius always fpeaking of hiin with adw 
miration and praife. At Bononia he aflifted at the combat 
of gladiators exhibited by Valens, which was extremely 
pompous and magnificent, all the decorations of the enter- 
tainment having been brought from Rome. Before he de- 
parted from thence, that he (might procure fome vacant 
months to Valens and Caecina, for exerciflng the conful- 
£hip, he abridged the term appointed for others, and Vale- 
rius Marinus, nominated conful by Galba, he poflponed to 
a farther time, for no offence ^iven, becaufe Valerius 
would fubmic to any injury. 

As he was on his march from Bononia, he received let- 
ters from his friends in Syria and Judxa, informing him, 
that the provinces in the Eaft had taken the oath of fidelity 
Hii nrmjf to him. Ashe dreaded Vefpafian, and upon the very men- 
Ut thim- tion of his name was frequently obferved to flart, he no 
felvfj loofi fooner received thefe tidings, than both he and his army, 
to /pot and power to fear, abandoned [hcmfelves 

to all the exceffes of cruelty, luff, and rapine. In all the 
great towns through which he paffdd, every pleafure, and 
every diverfiqn, proved an allurement to flop his progrefs. 

t Tacit. Hill, lib- ii. Cap. 7p, 71. 

(F) Suetonius writes, that them, “ A dead enemy fmelU 
Ibme of his train being offended well, but a dead citizen bet- 
with the flench of the half- ter evidently betraying by 
putrefied bodies, the emperor that impious faying, his natural 
was fo imprudent as to tell turn to cruelty and bloodfhed. 

He 
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He entered the cities in triumph, and was rowed down the 
rivers in painted gallies, curioufly adorned with garlands 
of flowers, and plentifully ftored with the molt exquiflte 
delicacies, and incentives to gluttony.. He was accompa* 
nied by threefcore thoufand armed men, a greater number 
of retainers to the camp, and an immenfe multitude of buf- 
foons, mimics, playerS| fingers, and charioteers. Among 
ihefe there was no order or difcipline nay, their rapine 
and daily tumults, however infupportable, proved to the 
emperor matter of fport and diverfion. Hence, not fatis- 
fied with free-quarters wherever they came, they enfran- 
chjfed flaves, plundered the houfes of their hofts, infulted 
their wives and children, and, where any refiftance was 
offered, beat, wounded, and killed at their pleafure \ for 
though they were conflantly quarreling among themfelves, 
yet, in contefting with the peafants, they were always una- 
nimous. Not only the colonies, villages, and municipal 
cities, were confumed by furnifhing fuch vaft fupplies of 
provifion ; but as the grain was then ripe, the hnds were 
llripped and laid wade. As the emperor approached Rome, 
the crowd, great in itfelf, was encreafed by the arrival of 
the fenators and Roman knights, who came out to meet 
the emperor ; a compliment which fome paid out of fear, 
others out of flattery. When the multitude was within 
feven miles of Rome, Vitellius caufed a quantity of meat 
ready drefled to be diftributed amongil his foldiers, to every 
man his portion, as if he had been fattening a number of 
gladiators. ^ 

In the mean tlmtf, the populace, who came in crowds to 
the camp, and were fcattered all over it, while the foldiers 
regarded them not, cut and conveyed away their belts with- 
out being perceived \ which, it feems, was a joke in great 
vogue with the nibble of the city. The foldiers, who were Thipopu~ 
drangers to fuch tricks, and could not brook them, upon lact of 
being afked by way of derifion, what was become of their 
belts, ran to arms, and with their drawn fwords falling upon 
the dcfencelcfs multitude, flaughtered great numbers ; a 
circumdancc which qccafioned a general alarm and con- 
demation in the city. When the tumult in the camp was 
compofed, Vitellius, mounted fipon a dately courfer, and, 
in bis coat of armour, with his fword by his fide, began to 
advance to the gates of the. city, ordering the fenatc and 
people to march before him. Being advifed by his friends tmpt^ 
not to enter the city in his warlike drefs, as if it had been rtr's entry 
t^ken by dorm, he put on the fenatorial robe, and made intoRgmtM 
entry altogether orderly and pacific, furrounded with 
1 4 ftandards 
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ftandirds and coIduts, and followed bg^liiB numerous army \ 
In this ftate he went to the Capitqli to offer (acrifice tp Ju- 
piter ; and there finding his niother Sextiiia, embneed and 
honoured her with tjbe title- qf Aqgufta. From the CapU 
tol^ be inarched in the fame pomp to the imperial palace. 
The next day he affembicd the fenate^ and made a fpeech, 
in which he promifed extraordinary advantages from his 
admioiffration, uttered high and pompous things of himfelf, 
and chiefly enlarged upon his temperance, though all Italy 
had feen him^ during.his march, wallowmg in voluptuouf- 
nefs^and continually intoxicated with wine. The thought* 
lefs multitude, however, broke out into loud acclamations, 
and preffed upon him the title of Augudus, which, though 
formerly reje£led, he now affirmed. He lifcewifc took upon 
him the office of chief pontiff; but was fo ignorant of the 
religious rites, that on the eighteenth of July, he publiflied 
an ediA concerning the celebration of certain folemnities, 
though that day had been always held unlucky, becaufe on 
it had happened the tragical overthrows at Cremeia and 
Allia. 

Hh ton- His chief ftudy was to gain the good graces and applaulc 
dua, of the rabble. With this view he frequented the theatre and 

circus, exhibited public (hews, and did all that lay in his 
power to keep them in good humour. He went often to 
the fenate, even when the deliberations were about things 
of fmall moment. In the room of the pratorian cohorts, 
which he bad difeharged, he raifed fixteen new ones, and 
four city cohorts, each containiqg a thoufand chofen men. 
For captains of the prsetorian guards, he^appointed Publius 
Sabinus, raifed from the command of a cohort, and Julius 
Kufa- Prifeus, then only a centurion. Prifeus owed his prefer- 
ment to the intcreft of Valcns, and Sabinus his to C^ecina ; 
%T'power, favourites all tlvc funfiions of fovereignty 

were difeharged, and no portion of power was left VitelHus, 
They ftrove to excel each other in credit and authority, in 
magnificence, in the number of attendants and dependents ; 
and hence were ever at variance with one another, their 
ancient and mutual hatred, which, qiren during the war, 
had been ilUdifguifed, being inflamed by the malignity of 
(heir fcjveral friends. However, their animofity did not ren- 
der them more remifs in feizing for tbcmfelves fine houfes 
and gardens, and the wealth *of the empire. Afiadcus too,, 
formerly the emperor’s pathic, and now his freedman, had 
a great fliare in the ^dminiilration ; for before four months 

Tacit. HiJt lib. ii. cap. 87^89. 

were 
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srere eUpfeil, he i& fajd Id hay^ equalled iq wealth aU the 
freedmen of formc^r'cmpcrore. 

Viteilius abandoned tho functions of an emperor, reGgn* 
ing himfelf cjpiirely to riot, Imiurya and duttony. In hiq 
court no man ftrovc to rife by virtue or ability. One only 
road there was to preferment, namely, by means of con- 
fuming banquets, to gorge the appetite of the emperor, ever 
craving, and never fitiatcd. He eat conftantly three, and His glut- 
often four and five meals a day, having brought himfelf to 
a habit of difcharging his ftomach by vomiting when he 
pleafcd. All his meals were espenfive almoft beyond be- 
lief, but not always at his own charge; for he frequently 
invited himfelf to the hqufes of his friends, to breakfafl in 
one place, to dine in anotheri and to fup in a third, all on 
the fame day. He was every where entertained in a moil 
fumptuous and expenfive manner: but of all thefe enters 
tainments the moft memorable was made for him by Lu- 
cius bis brother; in whfoh, if Suetoqius ‘ and Eutropius ^ 
are to he credited, two thoufand different dilhes of fi(h, and 
feven thoufand of fowl, were ferved up ; the choiceft of 
both forts that the fea and land afforded. His own profufe- 
nefs fell not much fliort of his brother’s at the dedication 
of a charger, whichi by reafon of its capacity, he termed 
the target of Minerva. It \^aB neverthelefs fflled with the 
livers of the filh called fcari, the brains of pheafants and 
peacocks, the tongues of birds called phoenicopteri, and 
the fmall guts of lampries brought from the Carpathian 
Sea, and ihe farthermoll crafts of Spain. As he judged 
it fufficient to enje^ prefent pleafures, without troubling 
himfelf about future events, he fquandered away in ban- 
quets above feven millions of our money in four months " ; 
and JofephuB afferts, that if he had reigned long, the whole 
wealth of the empire would not have been fufficient to fup- 
ply the expences of his table. BeGdes the vaff fums he 
confumed by his riotous living, he creeled at a great charge 
(tables for the ufe of charioteers, exhibited almoft daily 
(hews in the circus, combats in the theatre and amphithea*. 
tre, and wantonly fcattered his treafures in every kind of 
expence. Nothing gave greater difguft to the virtuousi 
though it proved matter of joy to the profligate anik dc«« 
hauched, than his folemnizing with great pomp in the Field 
of Mars the obfequies of Nero, and obliging the Auguftal 
priefts, an order by Tiberius confecrated tp the Julian fa- 
mily, to affift at that ceremony. 

• Suet, in Vit. cap. 13* » Etttrop. p. " Tacit, 

Hift. Uh. ii. cap- S5- 

Whilc 
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While ViteIHus thus Wafted the wealth of the empire in 
Toluptuoufnefsj fortune, or rather Providence, was railing 
him a competitor in a diftant part of the world. Vefpa- 
lian had been fint b)' Nero with three legions, and a conli- 
derable number of auxiliaries, to make war upon the Jews, 
which war he was carrying on with great fuccefs, when 
news arrived of the death of that [p'ince, and the acceflion 
of Galba to the empire. He immediately difpatched his 
fon Titus to pay homage to the new emperor, and to receive 
his orders concerning the profecution of the war. But ob- 
taining upon his arrival at Corinth, advice of the murder of 
Galba, and at the fame time underftanding, that VitelUus 
had taken up arms, and defigned to difpute the empire 
with Otho, he refolved to return to Judsea, to receive far- 
ther inftruf^ions from his father. Having therefore left 
Greece, he fteered his courfe to the ifland of Rhodes, from 
whence he proceeded to Cyprus, and thence to Syria. In 
the ifland of Cyprus his curiofity prompted him to vifit the 
temple of Venus at Paphos, which was at that time highly 
renowned amongft the natives as well as foreigners- After 
he had furveyed the lignal wealth of the temple, the dona- 
tions of princes, and other curiofities, he confulted the 
oracle firft concerning the fecurity of his voyage, and then 
propofed, but in vague termg, queftions concerning him- 
felf. The prieft named Softratus, returned him in public 
a ftiort anfwer, but deflred a fccret interview, wherein he 
difclofed to him his future grandeur. He proceeded to his 
father ; but before his arrival tbe armies in the £aft had al- 
ready fworn fidelity to Otho. In Judsefi, three legions were 
under the command ofVefpafian; men thoroughly exer- 
cifed in war. Mucianus governed Syria at the head of four 
legions. 

Between thefe two commanders, as they ruled in two 
bordering provinces, great animofities had reigned \ which, 
however, they dropped upon the death of Nero, and agreed 
to a£t in concert for their mutual fecurity and intereft. 
This union was firft begun by the interpofition of their com- 
mon friends, and afterwards accompliftied by Titus. Into 
the fame confederacy entered the tribunes, the centurions, 
and by degrees the common foldicrs, who, upon hearing 
that Otho and Vitellius were contending for the empire, 
began to complain, that while others enjoyed rewards for 
bellowing the .empire, they alone were doomed flaves to 
every emperor. The ardour of the foldiery was well known 
to the generals \ but they judged proper to wait the ifliie of 
the war between Otho and Vitellius : even after Oiho's 
death, Vefpafian took the ufual oath to Vitellius, and wifh- 
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cd him a prorperous reign in prcfence of his army, as a 
precedent for them to follow. His troops beard him with 
difguft and fiknee, and were not without great difficulty 
prevailed upon to take the fame oath, idiinking thcmfelvcs 
no lefe able to create and fupport an emperor than the Ger- 
man legions or the pfzetorian bands. They amounted to 
feven legions, with numerous auxiliaries, and the two pro- 
vinces of Syria and Jud»a were in their poffeffion : to them 
lay contiguous that of Egypt, which was governed by Ti- 
berius Aleijcander, by birth an Egyptian, at the head of two 
legions. Several bodies of forces were quartered in Cap- 
padocia and Fontus, upon the frontiers of Armenia, in 
Alia, and the other provinces. The governor of Egypt, 
who was entirely attached to Vefpafian, accounted the third 
legion, then in Mirfia, at his devotion, fince it had been 
tranfpored thither out of Egypt ; hopes too were entertained, 
that the other legions in Illyricum would efpoufe the fame 
intereft. Vefpafian continued ftill in fufpenfc, reflefting 
how dangerous it was to throw himfelf, at the age of fixty, 
and his two fons, Titus and Domitian, in the prime of their 
yearij, upon the caprice of fortune, and the fate of war: in 
private piirfuits, room was always left for retreat ; but to 
thofe who grafp at the fovereignty, no middle lot remains; 
they muft cither reign or perjffi. At the fame time he had 
before his eyes the great ftrength of the German army; i 
circumdance perfedlly known to him, who was a man of 
great experience in war. He yielded at length to the foli- 
citations of Mucianus, and^the other officers, promiGng to 
aflume the title oi emperor, when a proper opportunity 
fhould offer. The two commanders, after having fpent fe- 
veral days in private conferences, parted, Mucianus going 
to Antioch, and Vefpafian to Cxfarea; the former the me- 
tropolis of Syria, the latter of Judwa. 

In the mean time, Alexandria fet the example of ac- 
knowleging Vefpafian for emperor, through the zeal of Ti- 
berius Alexander, who brought the legions there to fwear 
allegiance to him on the firft of July, the day ever after- 
wards kept and folemnized as the firft of his reign. The 
army in Judsea took the fame qath on the third of July, 
with fuch ardour, that they would not wait the arrival of 
Titus, who was then on his return from Syria, where he 
had been concerting meafures with Mucianus. Thefe glad 
tidings no fooiier reached Mucianus, than he adminiftered 
to his foldiers, who were themfelves well difpofed, the oath 
to Vefpafian. Before the fifteenth of July, the whole pro- 
vince of Syria had taken the fame oath. To the party ac- 
ceded Sohemus, king of Edeffa, AiUiochus, king of Co- 

magene, 


ytjpafian 

proclaimed 

emperor. 
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in agen Cl and Agrippa, king of Iturea, who was rehinicd 
with great expedition from Rome, upon private ititeUigence 
conveyed to him by his friends concerning the tranfamons 
in the £aft. Allegiance was likewife fwom by all the ma- 
fitinie provinces, extending to Alia and Achaia, and by 
all the inland regions bordering upoii PontuS| and the two 
Armcnias ^ » 

Vefpalian, having now alTumed the Imperial authority, 
eftabliHied in the firft place, at BerytUs in Phoenicia, a 
council for the dircAion of all important affairs. Thither 
repaired Mucianqs, with a train of general officers, tribunes, 
and fuch centurions and private men as made a diftinguifhed 
appearance. The army in Judsea furniihed a great number 
of principal officers, who, while they ftrove tofurpafs each 
other in pomp and parade, contributed to the fplendid ap- 
pearance of the court, and grandeur of the emperor. The 
firft flep taken for profecuting the war, was to infill men, 
and to recall the difmiffed veterans to the fervice. Forti- 
fied cities were allotted for forging arms. At Antioch mo- 
ney was coined, gold and filver. All thefe undertakings 
were, in .their feveml quarters, diligently difpatched by 
careful and capabk infpei^ors. To the kings of Parthia and 
Armenia, Vologefes, and his broiher Tiridates, were fent 
as ambalTadors ; and at the fame time provifion was made, 
that when the legions were withdrawn to profecutc the ci- 
vil war, the countries behind Ihould not be left naked wncl 
defencelefs. It was refolvedj in a council of all the chief 
officers, that Titus Ihould profe^'ute thqwarin Judxa, Vef- 
pafian feize the ftreights leading into Egypt, and Mucianus, 
with part of the forces, encounter Vitelfius. To all the 
generals ami armies letters were fent, with orders to invite 
to arms the pmetorian foldiers who had been dilhanded by 
Vitellius. Mucianus, at the head of the fixth legion, and 
thirteen thoufand veterans, began his march, afling rather 
like a colleague, than a miniller of the emperor- He took 
his route through Cappadocia and Phrygia to Byzantium, 
where he had ordered the fleet to attend him. He loaded 
the countries through which he pnffefl with exorbitant taxes, 
for which the urgent neccifitics of warforniflied an excufe. 
'Froirrhis own treafure he helped to fupport the war ; thus 
liberal of a private fum, which he was fure to repay himfelf 
with ufury out of the public. The reft contributed after his 
example ; but few were found who recovered their ftiare. 

The Illyrian army, upon advice that the legions in the 
Ball had declared Vefpafian emperor, efpoufed the lame 

” Tacit. Hift. lib. ii. cap. 72— Hi, Bb, S4. Suet. Vefp. cap. 9. 
Jofepb. Bell. Jud. lib. iv. cap. 36, 40. 
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party with extraordinary zeal- The third legion, then In rhe lify- 
Moefia, was the forenCMjftj the eighth^ and the feventh in- nanarmj 
titled Claudiana, followed the example of the third, being 
both devoted to Velpalian, though they^ad not been in the 
laft batdc- They had indeed advanced as far as Aquileia, ^ * 

and there hearing melancholy tidings of Otho, iiifulted 
thofe who brought them, rent the ftandards bearing the 
name of Vicellius, and ’(haring the public money amongft 
ihemfelves, adted with open hoftility. Hence, confidering 
that they might urge to VefpaGan thefe adls of violence as 
matter of fervice and merit, whereas they muft expedt to 
be juniftied for them by Vitellius, they not only declared 
for the former, but by letters induced the army in Fannonia 
to join in the confederacy, and were preparing to have re- 
courie to force, if they refufed. In Paunonia the thirteenth mnd thw 
legion, and the feventh, called after the name of Galba, Pannonian 
acceded without heCtatioii to the caufe of Vefpafian, chiefly 
inftigated by Antonins Primus ; who finding that Vefpafian 
was likely to prevail, abandoned Vitellius, devoted himfelf 
to the new emperor, and proved a great accefiion to the 
caufe; for he was a man of tried bravery, daring and en- 
terprifing, a ready fpeaker, powerful in popular tumults, 
and, though rapacious, protufe, and in peace altogether 
wicked and corrupt, yet very ufeful in war. The McKiGau 
and Paniionian armies drew'after them the forces in Dal- 
matia. Into Britain two difpatches were fent to the four- 
teenth legion, others into Spain to the firft ; for they had 
both engaged for Oiho agaiuft Vitellius. At the fame time 
letters were difperfeJd over all the territories of the Gauls >*- 

Vitellius Vas firll informed of the revolt of the third le- n/eirtvi 
gion in MecGa ; which intelligence was conveyed to him hears of th§ 
by Aponius Saturninns, who commanded in that province ; 
but the circumllances were much foftened and qualified. 

The emperor’s friends, foothing hjm with flattering fpeeclics, 
look care to put favourable conftrudlions upon the difagree- 
able intelligence. Vitellius himfelf, in an harangue to the 
foldiers, inveighed againft the prsetorians lately difeharged, 
as if they had publilhed lying reports, and aflured both the 
loldiery and people, that there was no ground to fear a civil 
war. He took care to fupprefs tfte name of Vcfpafiaii| and 
difperfed foldiers all over the city, with direflions to fjence 
the murmurs of the populace ; a precaution which greatly 
increafed the public alarm. From Germany, from Britain, Sends for 
and from both Spains, he fent for fuccours, but in a very neg- fuecours^ 

I* Tacit. Hill. lib. ii. cap. 85— 87. Suet. cap. iB. Dio, lib. Ixviii. 
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li^ent manneri the better to conceal the neceflitf of his 
fairs. In the provinces^ and commanders of the provincts^ 
no lefa remifTnefs was found : Hordeonius Flaccus, who 
commanded in Gerpiany, and Vettius BolanuS| governor of 
Britain, wavered in their fidelity to Vitellius ; nor in Spain 
was there any forwardnefs or expedkion (hewn, the com- 
manders of the three legions thercj^ men equal in authority, 
watching the fortune of war, and being ready to follow it 
which way foever it might turn. In Africa, the legion and 
cohort levied by Claudius Macer, and afterwards difcharged 
by Galba, upon orders from Vitellius, returned to the. fer- 
vicc. The youth of the province offered to inlift with (ig- 
nal alacrity, Vitellius having ruled there as proconful with 
great uprightnefs, as had Vefpafian in the fame quality with 
ignominy and public hatred. Valerius Feftus, governor of 
the province, promoted atfirft the inclinations of the people 
with exemplary zeal; but foon after beginning to waver, 
while he afferted in public the caufe of Vitellius, by fccret 
intelligence encouraged that of Vefpafian, refolved, what- 
ever party prevailed, to maintain the juftice of theftronger 
The meafures concerted and agreed on by Vefpafian and 
Mucianus were, that the lllvrian army fhould advance as 
far as Aquileia, poifefs themlelves of the Pannonian Alps, 
and there wait, till their foj^ces from all quarters behind 
them came up, in order to enter Italy the following year 
in a large body. In the mean time the fleet was to keep 
conftantly cruifing both in the Mediterranean and Adriatic 
feas, in order to prevent the ccgiveying of com from Egypt 
to Rome, and provifions from Achaia^or Sicily. By thefe 
means they did not doubt that Italy would be obliged to 
fubmit without bloodfhed : but thefe orders did not reach 
the Illyrian army, till it was too late to put them in execu- 
tion ; for the leaders of Vefpalian’s party in Illyrium having 
held a council at Petovio, now Pettaw in Stiria upon the 
Drave, to deliberate whether they fhould content them- 
felves with guarding the paffes of the Pannonian Alps, till 
the forces left behind advanced, or, by a refolution more 
daring, march forward, and ventufic a ftruggle for Italy, 
fome thought it advifeable to wait the arrival of fuccours, 
magnifying the fame antf renown of the German legions ; 
but Antonius Primus, who was againft all delay, argued, 
that to themfelves difpatch was altogether advantageous, 
and to Vitellius only pernicious ; fince the German le- 
gions, once indeed formidable, were, by frequenting the 
circus and theatres, and following the idle diveriions of the 

* Taciti Hifb lib. il. ciip« 96^8, 
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city, at prcfent utterly enervated and debauched, and dread- 
ful to none but their hofts whereas if lime were allowed 
them, their ancient vigour would return, by their applica- 
tion to the cares and toils of war. ‘^iNot far from them 
(added he) lies Germany 5 beyond the channel, Britain ■, juft 
by, Gaul, as alfo both •Spains ; from all a ready fupply of 
men, horfes, and contrlljutions. Italy itfclf is in their pof- 
fefTion, M'^ith the immenfe treafures of Rome. The pro- 
tracting of the war, therefore, to another fummer, will 
prove highly advantageous to them ; but in this interval 
where (hall we find provifions ? where money ? Let us 
therefore inftantly make an irruption into the boundaries of 
Italy. The meafures which 1 advife I am refolved to purfue. 

You, who are yet free to follow fortune on either fide, ftay, 
and with you detain the legion. To me a few cohorts, 
lightly equipped, will be fufficient. You lhall foon hear 
that I have opened my way into Italy, and broken the 
power of Vitellius ; you will then be glad to follow the 
track of one who has conquered for you.” 

This fpeech, uttered with eyes darting fire, and a fierce 
and thundering voice, animated even the moft cautious 
and wary. The common foldiers, who, together with the 
centurions, had flipped into the council, extolled him as the 
only brave man, the only refolute leader. His refolution 
being generally approved of, to render the march into Italy pofal ap- 
fecure, letters were forthwith difpatched to Aponius Satur- prfn}td. 
ninus, who had already joined the party of Vefpafian, with 
direftions to follow in hafte with his army from Mcefia. 

That the provinces, *thus bereft of their armies, might not 
be expofed to the incurfions of the bordering nations, the 
chiefs of the lazyges, a Sarmatian nation, were taken into 
the fervice, and retained in pay. Into the party were 
drawn Sido and Italicus, kings of the Suevians, men re- 
markable for their attachment and fidelity lo the Romans. 

On the fide towards Rhxtia guards of auxiliaries were 
pofled, that country being governed by Pnrtius Septimius, 
the procurator, a man unfhaken in his fidelity to Vitellius. 
Sentilius Felix was ordered to pofTefs himfelf of the bank of 
Oenus, now the Ins, flowing between Rhxtia and Nori- 
cum. Thefe precautions being taken, Primus mar^rhed 
with great expedition to invade Italy, at the head of a 
chofen body of infantry and cavalry. He was accompa- 
nied by ArriuB Varus, an officer of great bravery and expe- 
rience, which he had acquired under the renowned Cor- 
bulo, whom he was fuppofed, in fecret conferences with 
Nero, to have accufed, and thereby occafioned the ruin of 
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th&t celebrated commander. favoiif dius in/amoufly 
gainedi he was raifed to the rank of a principal centurion. 

PrimilB and VaruSf advancing to Aquileiaj were ad- 
mitted into the cityy and likewife into the neighbouring 
towns of Opitergium and Altinuin : Paduai and Abefte, 
now Efte, received them with great demonftrations of joy. 
In the latter place they learned, that three cohorts of Vitel- 
liu6*B army, with the fqUadron of torfe called Scriboniana, 
had conftrudled a bridge at Eorum Allienum, now Ferrara, 
where they were polled. At break of day therefore this 
body was lurprifed, Ibme of them put to the fword, and the 
reft either obliged to fave themfelves by flight, or to .re- 
nounce their allegiance. In the mean time two legions ar- 
riving at Padua uom Pannonia, namely, the feventh, fur- 
named Galbiana, and the thirteenth, named Gemina, Pri- 
mus, after having allowed them a few days for repofe, di- 
rected his march to Verona, with a deflgn to feize that 
city, and make it the feat of war, as it w'as (ituated among 
fpacious plains, fit for encounters of horfe, in which his 
principal force lay. In their march they became mafters of 
Vicetiaj an acquifition which, though fmall in itfelf, pafled 
for one of great moment ; fince in it Csecina was born, and 
from the general of the enemy the place of his nativity was 
fnatched. The feizing of Verona was deemed a more im- 
portant conqueft \ for it was a wealthy and flourilhing city, 
and befides, the key of Germany and Rhaetia : fo that now- 
all communication between Vitellus and thofe countries 
was cut olF. In the mean tim^letters arrived from Vefpa- 
fian, with orders to his generals not^ to venture beyond 
Aquileia, but to wait the arrival of Mucianus. Mucianus 
was impelled by a paffion for gaining all the glory, and re- 
ferving for himfelf the whole honour of the war : but from 
diftant quarters of the world thefe counfels arrived, when 
other meafures were already taken ^ 

Intelligence of the irruption of the enemy into Italy no 
fooner reached Rome, than Vitellius, at length thoroughly 
alarmed, ordered his two generals, Cxcina and Valens, to 
prepare with all expedition for taking the field. New le- 
vies were raifed, and volunteers were enlifted on promife 
of bfing difmifled immediately after the fervicc, and grati- 
fied with the fame rewards that were beftowed on veterans 
after a long courfe of warfare. As Valens was juft then 
recovered from a fevere fit of Gcknefs, Caccina alone was 
placed at the head of the German army. The appearance 

' Tacit. Uifl, lib. iii.cap. 1—5^ 

of 
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Jit tbofe forces, fo dreadful upon their late eritry^ proved 
far different upon their departure : they had, by imitating 
the exceffes of their emperor, by abandoning themfelvcs to 
the voluptuous entertainments of the^city, and following 
other pratliccs too abominable to be named, quite exhauft- 
ed their martial ardour, and enfeebled their bodies. Their 
march was diforderly and flow, their ranks were thin, great 
numbers having been fwepl off by diftempers ariflng from 
their riotous living ; their horfes were almoff lifelefs, and the 
men grown too delicate to bear the fun, the duff, or the 
weather : but the more averfe they were to military toils^ 
tl^c greater propenflty they had to difobedience and mutiny* 

Ic was generally believed, that.Cxcina, who commanded Caeina 
them, out of jealoufy and hatred to Fabius Valens, Vi tel- wvfnm 
bus’s chief favourite, had already refolved to change Gdes^ hisjidditj^ 
and Hgnified his intention to Flavius Sabinus, Vefpafian’s 
brother, whom Vitellius had not yet removed from the go- 
vernment of Rome. Cxcina, after Vitellius had embraced 
and difmiffed him with high marks of honour, leuing the 
city, detached part of the cavalry to poffefs themTelves of 
Cremona, ordering the reff to repair to Hoffilia, a place of 
fome ffrength, about thirty miles from Verona. He him- 
fclf turned off to Ravenna, to confer with Lucius Baffus, 
who, from the command of a fquadron of horfe, had been 
preferred by VitelHus at one? to that of the two fleets, the 
one riding at Ravenna, the other at Mifenum \ but was ne- 
verthelefs highly difl'atished, becaufe he was not appointed 
captain of the prsetorian gjjards. Cxcina having rejoined HutrtaOi^ 
the legions, employed many devices to alienate the afFec- 
tinns of the centurions and common foldiers from ViteL 
bus, to whom they were ftrongly devoted. BalTus under- 
took the fame talk with the fleet, and accompblhed it with- 
out much difficulty *, for as they had lately ferved under Otho, 
they were ready to throw off their allegiance to Vitellius. 

C^cina advanced to Hoffilia, and encamped between that 
village and the marffies formed by the river Tartarus, be- 
ing defended behind by the river, and on each fide by the 
marffi. As he had witji him flx legions, and a great num- 
ber of auxiliai^es, it was in his power to have uLterly de- 
feated Primus’s two legions (for^is other forces were not ^ 
yet arrived), and to have forced them to abandon iPaly : 
hut framing delays, he privately carried on a correfpondence 
with the enemy’s generals, till, by intercourfe of meflhngers, 
be agreed upon the articles of his treachery. In the mean 
time the feventh legion, named Claudhna, arrived at Vc- 
fona, under the command of Vipfanius Meflala, a maii of 
3 moff illuffrious family, and the only perfon who engaged 
VoL. XIIL K 
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xrho had advanced clofe to the walls of Cremona, having 
Icized a few ftragglers, learned of them, that fix legions of 
Vitelliusj and the whole army which had encamped at 
Hoflilia^ having that day marched thirty miles, were juft 
approaching in order of battle. Primus immediately drew 
up his men, according to the naturp of the ground, and 
made the necefiary preparations to receive the enemy, who, 
as they wanted a leader of experietice, inftead of refting at 
Cremona, refolved, fatigued as they were, to attack the 
forces of Primus, and af^ually began the engagement at the 
third hour of the night ; that is, about nine in the evening. 

The combat lafted the whole night, fortune fometimes 
favouring one fide, fometimes another. As they foughl in 
the dark, and the watch-word of each, by being frequently 
aiked and repeated, became known to the other, they could 
not difeem friend from foe. In this dreadful confufion the 
feventh legion, called Galbiana, was feverely handled. Out 
of it fix centurions of principal rank were fiain, and fome 
of i.he enfigns taken : the eagle, however, was preferved 
by Attilius Verus, the chief centurion, who, in defending 
it, flew heaps of the enemy, and at laft was fiain. The 
troops of Primus were chiefly annoyed by a balifta of amaz- 
ing bulk, which being placed in the middle of the highway, 
fwept away whole ranks, by difeharging againft them many 
ftones. At length two com^non foldiers, pafTing undif- 
covered through themidft of the enemy, cut the fprings of 
the engines, and thus, at the expence of their own lives 
(for they were immediately cut in pieces), faved part of the 
army from deftruflion. To nAther fiile was fortune yet in- 
clining, when the moon rifing difeovered the two armies to 
each other. More favourable, however, fhe proved to that 
of Vefpafian, as fhe flione upon their backs, and full in the 
enemy’s faces. Primus, now that he could diftinguifh his 
own men, and be by them diftinguifhed, exerted all his 
endeavours to animate them by force of applaufe, reproach, 
and exhortation. In the midft of thefe efforts the third le- 
gion, according to the cuftom in Syria, where they had 
been long quartered, paid theJr adoration to the rifing fun. 
This incident gave birth to a report, Vhich flew in an inftant 
through the whole army, and reached the enemy, that Mu- 
ciantis was arrived, and between his forces and the third 
legion mutual falutations had pafTed. The troops of Vitel- 
lius were greatly difheartened by this report; when Primus, 
feizing the occafion, pufhed them with redoubled vigour, 
iind cntip'ly broke their ranks ; which they attempted in- 
dr^cd to reftore, but in vain, being embarrafled by their own 
Carriages and engines. 

Being 
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Being therefore no longer able to keep their ground^ they 
fled with precipitation, and ftrorc to gain Cremona ; ifae 
vigors purfuing them with great flaughter, Viiellius isfaid 
to have loft, in the engagement and ^urfuit, about thirty 
thoufand men (G). , 

As the conquerors approached Cremona, they found the 
enemy encamped quite round the walls, defended by a deep 
ditch, which, had been dug in the war againft Otho, and 
fince ftrengthened with frefti works. To proceed to the 
aftault with an army exhaufted with the continued toil of a 
day and a night, feemed to the leaders an enterprize full of 
dhngerand difficulty; but the foldiers, more inclined to brave 
perils than to bear delays, demanded to be forthwith led on 
to the attack. Primus, yielding to this humour, ordered 
them, in the form of a ring, to inveft the entrenchments, 
and begin the aflault; which they gave with a fury hardly 
to be exprefled, railing their ftiields over their heads, and 
thence forming a teftudo, under the (belter of which they 
advanced to the foot of the ramparts- But Virellius’s men, 
by hurling down huge ftones, loofened the teftudo, beat to 
the ground the men beneath, and made a dreadful havock 
of them, thus naked and expofed to vollies of ftones and 
arrows. The onfet began to (lacken, when the officers, 


(G) The light of fo many 
dead bodies lying together in 
heaps, and covering the fields 
and highways, did not occafipn 
fo much horror as th*e death of a 
father (laugh tered by his own 
fon. The fafl is thus related 
by our hiftorian, upon the au- 
thority of Vipfanius Meftala, 
who, in this engagement, com- 
manded the feventh legion, 
named Claudiana ; Julius 
Manfuetus, a native of Spain, 
lifting in the legion called Ka- 
pax, left behind him la fon, 
then a boy, who afteru’ards be- 
ing under Galba, inrolled in 
the feventh legion called Gal- 
biana, happened in this battle 
to engage his father, and killed 
him ; but being known by his 
parent juft expiring, as he was 
niliDghim,and recognizing him 


at the fame time, he embraced 
with a flood of tears, his pale 
corpfe; charged, with amournful 
voice, the public with the crime 
of parricide; and lifting up the 
body, digged a grave, and un- 
der the utmoft uffiiiSbon, dif- 
charged towards his parent the 
laft duty. Thofe who were 
neareft obferved w'hat paflbd, 
and in a moment the tragical 
accident was divulged through- 
out the whole army, with many 
lamentations and bitter execra- 
tions, upon a thus unnatu- 
ral and barbarous; yet they 
continued to butcher and plun-t 
dertheirkinrmen,theirreracioDs, 
nay, their brethren, at the 
fame time relating what a cry- 
ing iniquity had been commit- 
ted, and committing it them- 
felves(3). 

Dio, lib, Ixv. p. 740- 


(3) Tacit. Hilt. lib. iii. cap* 13—15. 
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finding their men unmoved by exhortations, pointed to 
Cremona as the price of their vi£lory. Thus encouraged, 
they renewed the afiault, all pbftiiiately determined to fuc- 
ceed or die : rcgarcjltfs of wounds and blood they ftrove to 
demolifh the rampart, battered the gates, flood upon the 
Ihoulders of one another, and upon the tefludo now reflor- 
ed i thence feized the weapons intthe hands of the ene^- 
xny, and the hands too which held them ; fp that the 
wounded and un wounded, fuch as were half dead, and fuch 
as were juft expiring, tumbled headlong together, and pe- 
rifhed. When the troops of Vitellius were no longer able 
to fuftain the fliock, and found that all the difeharges from 
the balilla wxre rendered ineffeftual by the teftudo below, 
they at laft flung down the engine itfelf, huge and ponder- 
ous as it was, which failed not to crufh thofe upon w^hom 
it fell ; but at the fame time drew with it the battlements, the 
anJ force upper part of the rampart, and the adjoining tower, in 
it, this confufion Caius Volufius, a fpldier of the third legion, 

having mounted the rampart, bore down all who refilled, 
and cried aloud that the camp was taken. The reft then 
having broken the gate wjth-their fwords and axes, rufhed 
in, the enemy being repulfed, and leaping with great precipi- 
tation from the battlements. The whole fpace between 
the camp and Cremona, whitter the enemy retired, was 
covered with dead bodies. 

, Here was prefented a new feene of diflicultic.^. The rity 

W'as furrounded by high walls, and ftroiig towers of ftone, 
and the gates were fecured by vatT: bars gf iron, the garri- 
fon numerous, the inhabitants devoted to the party of Vi- 
Cellius, and at this time a great part of Italy aflembicd in the 
town on occalion of a fair. Primus ordered fire to be im- 
mediately fet to the moft fumptuous and beautiful buildings 
in the neighbourhood of the pity, hoping, by that expe- 
dient to oblige the people of Cremona to S)andon the party 
Cremna of Vitellius. At the fame time he conveyed all his braveft 

miiacked. men into fuch houfes as flood near the fortifications, from 

' % whence, with vollies of darts, arrows, and ftones, they 

drove away all who made oppofitimi, while the legions, 
fbrminga teftudo, advanced to the foot of the walls. The 
^efieggcl fuftained the attack with great intrepidity, till their 
ofiicers fearing that, fliould the city be taken by ftorm, all 
the fuiy of the conquerors would difeharge itfelf upon them, 
began to deliberate about furrendering. Having therefore 
agreed to throw themftlvcs on the mercy of the conquer- 
ing army, they erafed the name, and defaced the images 
of Vitellius; then difeharging Cxcina from confinement, 
befought him to intercede in their behalf. Thus .were fo 
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many brave men reduced at length to implore ihe aid and 
prote£lion of a traitor. At his requcft Primus granted them furrea- 
their livcsi ordering them to lay down their arms, and 
march out of the town ; Caecina, who was then conful, 
walking before them, attended by his*li£lors, and arrayed 
with the enfigns of the confular dignity. This fpedhadc 
even the conquerors could not bear : they upbraided him in 
bitter terms with his pride, cruelty, and ireafon, and would 
have proceeded to violence, had not Primus reftrained 
them ; then fumifhing Caecina with a guard, fent him aM ay 
to Vefpafian 

, As the city of Cremona had, even in the war againft h^nUfred 
Otho, fupported the caufc of Vitellius, and even fliewed a and burnU 
paflionale zevil for his intereft. Primus and his army were 
highly incenfed againft it: neverthelefs, the general did not 
think it advifeable to deliver it immediately up to be plun- 
dered, great part of the wealth of Italy being at this time 
lodged there, on occafion of the fair. In a fpeerh which 
he made to the foldiers, after the furrender of the place, 
he commended their bravery, exhorted them to ufe mercy 
towards their fellow-foldiers who had fubmitted ; but pur- 
pofely avoided making any mention of the city or its inha- 
bitants. Having ended his harangue, and difmifled his 
troops, he went to a bath to wa(h olF the blood with which 
he was ftill ftained \ for helfiad, during the feveral engage- 
ments and attacks, commanded as a general, and fought 
like a common foldier. In the bath he happened to drop 
a word, which was remarked, and quickly divulged ; for 
finding the water loo cooT, he complained of it, adding, 

“ It will foon prove abundantly hot.” This faying, though 
in jeft, uttered to his Haves, was inftantly fpread all over 
the camp, and by the foldiery, greedy of plunder, interpret- 
ed as the watch-word for fetting fire to Cremona. 'Accord- 
ingly forty thoufand foldiers ruftiing into it, and a greater 
number of fervants and retainers to the camp, more aban- 
doned to adls of cruelty and licendournefs than the foldiers 
themfelves, pillaged, murdered, and ravifhed, without rc- 
ftraint, for four days cogethei, and then fetting fire to the 
deferted houfes, reduced them to afhes. 

Such was the fate of Cremona, two hundred and eighty- 
fix years after its foundation. Primus, incenfed at ttie bar- 
barities committed by his foldiers, commanded, that no 
one (liould prefumc to hold captive any citizen of Cremona. 

In confequence of this order, thofe who had any began iunties 
to murder them ; which inhumanity obliged tbeir relations committtd 

to redeem them. Soon after, the inhabitants that had 

^ moaa, 

> Tacit. Uift, lib. iii. cap, 16*31. 
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outlived the general maiTacrei returned to Cremona, and 
rebuilt the city, being aflifted by Vefpaflan. Jofephus 
tells us, that of Vitellius’s party there fell in the battle thirty 
thoufand two hundr^.d, and four thoufand five hundred on 
Primus’s fide ” ; and Xiphilinus writes, that in the field and 
in the city of Cremona, fifty thoufdnd perfons pcriflied. 
The conquerors, not able to bear the ftench of the putrefied 
carcafes, having lodged one night on the ruins in which the 
city was buried, retired next day three miles from thence. 
The foldiers of Vitellius, fcattered and difperfed Tovcr the 
country, were aflembled again, placed under their former 
banners, and, as the war ftill fubfifted, fent into Illyricum. 
MelTengers were immediately difpatched into Britain, and 
both Spains, to acquaint the troops there with the viftory, 
as was Julius Calenus, a tribune, into Gaul, and Alpimis 
Montanus, commander of a cohort, into Germaiw, two 
officers chofen for ollentation, as the latter was of Treves, 
the former an ^duan, and both partifans of Vitellius, At 
the fame time guards were pofted upon the pafies of the 
Alps, to cut off all communication between Germany and 
Italy j for it was reported that the Germans were arming, 
with a defign to affift the vanquiftied party 
Viielliujfi- Vitellius having difmiffcd Caecina in the manner we have 
him- related, and a few days after ordered Fabius Valens tu take 
/iif up to buried himfelf in the Towers and alleys of his gar- 

dens, llriving to fmother all his cares in voliiptuoufnefs 
* and all manner of exceffes. From Rome he retired to the 
grove at Aricinum, where, whiie he paffed his time, re- 
figned to floth and gluttony, he was alSrmed with the der 
fe£lion of the fleet at Ravenna. Soon after, came another 
melancholy account, yet blended with joy, that Czecina 
had revolted, but was by the army put in irons. Upon 
this Intelligence he returned to the city, and, in a full af^ 
femby, extolled the fidelity of the foliliery ^ but ordered 
Publius Sabinus, captain of the prxtorian guards, to b<; 
confined, on account of his intimacy with Csecina, and ap- 
pointed in his room Alphenus Varus. The fenate, informT 
cd of the defertion of Csecina, inveighed againll him in a 
lludied ftyle of indignation; for not a man dropped a bitter 
^xprelf on againfl: the leaders of the oppofite party, and all, 
with great circumfpef^ion, avoided mentioning Vefpafian, 
Though only one day remained of Cxcina’s confulfhip, he 
was depofed, and Succeeded by Rofeius Regulus, who, 
upon the laft day of Odober, began his magiftracy, and 

n Jofrpb. Bell, lib.iv. cap, 41, * Tacit. Rift, lib. iii. capi 
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with the day ended it. In the mean time ValenS, who was 
upon his way to join the troops at Hoftilia and Cremona, 
being informed, that the fleet at Ravenna had revolted to 
the enemy, inftead of quickening his march, halted, and 
wrote to Vitellius for fuccours. 

The epipcror immediately difpatched after him three co- 
horts, with the fquadron of horfe froni Britain. ThefeVa- P^aUmrE- 
lens fent forward to Ariminum ; but he himfelf turning ^^resto Hf- 
afidc, followed the route to Umbria, and from thence to 
Hetruria. Having there learned the ilTue of the battle at 
Cremona, he conceived a defign, which, had it been put 
in execution, would have been attended with very dreadful 
confcquences : he propofed to embark for Narbonne Gaul, 
and landing upon any part of that coall, roufe thofe pow- 
erful provinces, and all the Roman forces there, as alfo the 
feveral nations of permany, and thence renew the war. 

With this delign he embarked in the port of Pifa \ but was, Dtfigns u 
by contrary winds, forced to land at Monaco, where he was 
kindly recejved*by Marinus Maturus, procurator of the ma- 
ritime Alps, who, though all the country round efpoufed 
the oppofite party, had never fwerved from his allegiance. 

By him Valens was informed, that Valerius Paulinus, pro- 
curator of Narbonne Gaul, an officer of known bravery, 
and Vcfpa(ian’5 intimate friend, had declared for him, and 
fecured with a ftrong garrifon the city of Forojulium, now 
Frejus, which commanded all accefs from the fea. Upon 
this intelligence, Valens returned dircflly to bis veflcls, 
with four foldiers of the praetorian guaids, three friends, 
and as many centurions, leaving to Maturus, and the reft, 
full liberty to ftay, and fwear, if they pleafed, fidelity to 
Vefpafian- As he hovered on the coafts of Gaul, he was, 
by contrary winds, driven upon the Stoechades, ifiands near 
Marfeilles, and there, by fome gallies belonging to Pauli- 
nus, taken prifoncr ; a circumftancc which was no fooner Is taktn 
known, than firft the neighbouring, and foon after the moft prifintr. \ 
diftant, provinces efpoufed, without hefitation, the caufc 
of the conqueror. In Spain, the firft legion, nained Ad- Gaulf^ ' 
jutrix, which had ferved under Otho, declared for Vcfpa^ Spain, and 
fian, and alfo the tenth and the fifth. In Britain the fecond 
legion, which Vefpafian had commanded in the reign of y^rpajian. 
Claudius, acceded to his party, though not without fome 
oppofition from the other legions, in which many centu- 
rions, and a great number of foldiers had been promoted 
by Vitellius : however, they were all brought at length iQ 
^cknowlege Vefpafian *. 

* Tacit. Hift. lib. iii. cap. 41^51 
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In the me'an time, nidandi0ly accounts of the overthrow 
at Cremona reaching Rome, Vitdlius, inilead of deliber- 
ating with his friends about the moft proper meafures to be 
taken in fo crltical^a conjun£ture^ with a (tupid difEmula- 
tion, fmothered the news of the calamity, feigning, that 
all his proceedings profpered, and, by fuch falfe reprefenta- 
tions leaving his condition quite defperate. About his 
perfon was obferved a wonderfuf filence concerning the 
war; and through the city all difeourfes about it were pro- 
hibited, which, for this very caufe, grew more frequent. 
However, -he privately fent perfons, in whom he could con- 
fide, to view the enemy's camp ; but, upon their retqrn, 
when he had fecretly examined them, he caufed them all to 
be murdered, that they might not divulge what they had 
feen. Julius Agreftis, a centurion, having attempted in 
vain to loufe the emperor from his lethargy, at lafl. obtain- 
ed permiflion to furvey the forces of the enemy, and to 
learn the tranfa£lions at Cremona. Agrdlis did not alTume 
the behaviour of a fpy, nor attempt to efcsfpe the notice of 
Primus ; but declaring the inflruiLlions from the emperor, 
and his own deiign, demanded to view the whole in perfon. 
Primus readily fent certain perfons with him to fhew him 
the field of battle, the dcfolation and remains of Cremona, 
and the legions taken prifoners- Agreftis, having carefully 
examined the enemy’s ftrength, returned to Rome; but asVi- 
tellms gave no credit to his accounts, and even accufed him 
of corruprion and infidelity ; “ hince then (faid he) fome 
remarkable confirmation is neqeft^ry, and fiiice neither my 
life nor my death canferve you, I will'furnifh an evidence 
which you may credit having thus fpoken, he fell upon 
his own fword at the gates of the palace y. 

Some of Vefpafian’s troops, under the condufl of Cor- 
nelius Fufeus, advancing as far as Ariminum, befieged that 
place, and poflefled themfelves of the plains of Umbria, and 
the territories of Picenum, lying along the Adriatic Sea. 
Thus between Vefpafian and Vitellius, all Italy was ftiared, 
and the ridges of the Apennine become the common 
boundary. As winter approachecl, and the plains were 
fioocled by the overflowing of the Po, Primus fent the le- 
gion^ back to Verona, with the aged and wounded ; and 
palling the Po, at the head of the auxiliary cohorts and ca- 
valry, advanced as far as the temple of Fortune, at prefent 
a city on the Adriatic Gulf, known by the name of Fan o. 
Thcre he halted, upon intelligence that the pnetorian co- 
horls had already left Rome, and that guards were pofted 

r Tacit. Hift. lib. iii. cap. 54. 
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upon the Apennlnc to oppofe his pafi^ge. Vitclllus, roufed Viuliiui 
at length from a flate of ftupidity, had ordered Julius Prif- Jtndt an 
cus, and Alphenus Varus, with fourteen pra;iorian co- 
horts, a legion cif marines, and other forces, to feize the 
paffes of the Apennine^. They were all chofeu men, and 
able to have’earried on an offenfive war, had they been un- 
der the command of an entcrprlfnig general. They en- 
camped at Mevania, now Bevagna, in the neighbourhood 
of Foiigno ; but Vitellius, without departing in the leaft 
from his ufual courfe of debauchery, continued at Rome, 
where he fettled a fucccfllon of confuls for ten years, difeharg- 
cd frme nations from every kind of tribute, conferred upon 
others frefli immunities, and, in fhort, without any regard 
to futurity, rent and cxhaulted the empire with fiich ex- 
travagant bounties, as could neither be granted nor accept- 
ed by men of feiife, but were highly applauded by the un- 
thinking herd. 

At length, moved by the repeated folicitations of the ar- He arrives 
my, he lelt Rome, .iiul repaired to the camp at Mevania, at- ot the 
tended by a great uumber of fenators, which only fervedto 
expofe him to public contempt and derifion; for as he was 
quite unacquainted with the military art, he was continu- 
ally applying for information how to draw up an army, how 
to procure intelligence, and by what meafures he might tic- 
feat the defigns of the foe. Upon every flying report of the 
approach of the enemy, he betrayed great fear, and never 
failed to gee intoxicated. In the end, forfeited with ihc ramp, 1 he fleet ai 
and apprifed of the |evolt ol the fleet at Mifenum, he re- Mtfenum 
turned to Rome in the utmoft conflernation. The fleet was 
induced tp revolt by Claudius Faventius, who was only a 
centurion, and had been degraded by Galba with marks of 
ignominy. By forging letters from Vefpafian, and in his 
name tempting the officers with great rewards, he prevaif- 
ecl upon them to transfer their allegiance. To reclaim 
them, Vitellius made choice of Claudius Julianus, who had 
lately commanded the fleet, and was highly eileemed by the 
marines : but he, without hefitation, joined the party of 
Vefpafian; and putting'himfelf at their head, took the city 
uf Terracina. Vitellius then dif^tched meflengers to the 
army, with orders to retire frqm Mevania, and drawing 
nearer to Rome, to encamp at Narnia, now Narni. From 
he detached fix cohorts, and five hundred horfe, whom 
he feiit under the command of his brother Lucius, to oppofe 
the foldiers of the fleet: he remained at Rome, where he 
^embled the people by their tribes, and to all who defired 
to be inlifted, adminiflered the oath offfidelity. As he ex- 
pited cuDipaffion by his mournful countenance, his doleful 
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expreflions, and many tears i was liberal, and even extra- 
vagant in his promifes, multitudes entered their name^. 
To this daftardly crowd be gave the awful name of legions; 
to blmfelf he affuKicd, at this junfkure, the title of C;efar, 
which he had hitherto rejefled, as if the Cxfars alone were 
deflined to hold the fovereign power \ 

The army no fooner left Mevanca than the Samnites, the 
Pelignians, and the Marfians, embraced the caufe of Vef- 
paGan. At the fame time Primus, informed of the enemy’s 
motions, haftened topafs the Apennine, where, while his 
troops were annoyed with the cold, and llruggling with 
dilEculty out of the deep fnow, he rcfleQcd on the. dangers 
he mull have undergone, had not Vitellius’s army abandon- 
ed their poll. Primus having pafled the Apennine, en- 
camped at Carful2c, between Mevania and Narnia, and 
there waited the arrival of the legions from Cremona, which 
were in full march to join him. As the forces of Vitellius 
were only ten miles diflant, the troops which Primus had 
with him were for attacking them before the legions af- 
fcmblecl, whom they conlidcred rather as ftiarers in the prey 
than partakers in the peril ; but Primus found means to 
calm their rage, and in the mean time the legions arrived, 
and foon after pollcfled themfclves of Iriteramna, now Ter- 
ni ; a motion which fo terrified Vitellius’s army, that they 
began to join the enemy in whole companies and troops, 
being encouraged in this defertion by their tribunes and 
centurions. 

However, fome of the common foldjers perfifted in their 
adherence to Vitellius ; and a report was induftrioufly pro- 
pagated, that Valens had cfcaped into Germany, and was 
aflembliiig a powerful army. To confute this rumour, 
and prevent their cheriOiing any farther hopes, Valens was 
put to death at Urhinum, where he was detained in prifon, 
his head fent to the camp, and difplayed to the view of Vi- 
tellius’s troops. At this fight, they funk into defpair \ and 
feeing tbemlelvcs on all Tides deprived of hope, joined in a 
body the party of Vefpafian. Upon this general defeflion. 
Primus and Varus did not ncgledl, by repeated meflages, to 
make oll'ers to Vitellius o( fafety to his perfon, of large re- 
venues, of any private retirement in Campania, or elfe- 
where, if he^ould rehgn the fovereignty, and fubmit to 
Verpafian. Mucianus likewife difpatched letters with the 
like conditions ; to which he would have yielded, bad he not 
been dilTuaded by his friends from ever leading a private 
life, after he had been emperor. To him now remained 
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oal7 the city of Rome, which Flavius Sablnus might have 
cafily reduced ; but, he from a natural abhorrence to cruelty, 
or becaufe he envied the grandeur of his brother’s fortune, 
iicgledlcd to a£t with any warmth or alacrity; it is true, he 
often conferred with Vitellius on the means of reftoring 
public peace, hut couVl not be prevailed upon to ufc vio- 
lence. In one of thefe conferences, Vitellius agreed to re- VitelVmsdi^ 
hgii the empire upon cel-tain conditions, which Sabiiius af- fgnstw 
fured him fhould be ratified by his brother Vefpafian ; a 
cifcumftaiice which was no fooner known, than his fol- 
lowers exerted their utmoll efforts to divert him from his 
refolution \ reprefenting to him how ignominious, how in- 
fecure the terms of peace were, fiiice the performing them 
entirely depended upon the wanton humour of the con- 
queror. Notwithfianding all their endeavours to roufehim 
to fomc daring and brave attempt, having learned on the 
eighteenth of December the defeQion of his army at Nar- 
nia, he left the palace in deep mourning, attended by his 
domeftics, with his fon, a helplefs infant ; and pafiing in 
this forlorn condition through the flrccts of the city, ar- 
rived at the place where the people ufed to alTemblc. There 
to the multitude, which had flocked from all quarters, he 
declared his refolution in a few words, fuch as fuited his 
prefent condition, that he voluntarily withdrew for the fake 
of the public peace, and the* good of the commonwealth ; 
that he only dcfired they would remember him ; and to 
his brother, to his wife, and to his innocent anil tender 
children, fliew compaflioii and mercy ; at ihc fame time 
extending his arms<^ with his little Ton in ilicm, he recom- 
mended him to them all; and at lalt, buriling into tears, 
he ungirt his fword, and prefented it to the conful Cseci- 
lius Simplex, thus refigning the power of life and death 
over the citizens. 

As the cunful refiifed to receive it, anil the all'embly with 
loud clamours oppofed his refignation, he departed, declar- 
ing, that he iiuemled to divefl hiinfclf of the enfigns of the 
imperial dignity in the temple of Concord, and thence to 
feck a private retirement in his brother’s hnufe : but the but it n§t 
people, fenfibly alfeiHied with this diftrefsful fgene, declared ptrmitted. 
with one voice againfl; his withdrawing to a private dwel- 
ling, called him back to the palace, and even (hut up ftvery 
other way. Thus precluded, not knowing what to do, nor 
how to proceed, he returned to the palace *, As the ru- 
mour had already flown all over the city, that Vitellius had 

3 Tacit. Hid. lib. ili. cap. 60—69. Suet. cap. 15. Dio, lib. Ixv. 
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abdicated tbe empire ; all the principal feqators, great num > 
bers of knights^ with ihe city-guards, and thofe of the 
night-watch, crowded to the houfe of Flavius Sabinus, 
Thither news werf brought, that Vitellius, encouraged by 
the people, and his German guards, was returned to the 
palace. As Sabinus had advanced too far to retreat, all his 
frienrls aiivifed him to take arms, ^nd force Vitellius to ad- 
here to the treaty he had made. Sabinus at lafl yielded to 
their advice j but fomc of the boldeft of Vitcllius’s fol- 
lowers, as he advanced to the palace, attacked him with 
great refolution, and put him to flight. 

Sabinus, under this didrefs, had no other refource b^t to 
fhut himfelf up in the Capitol ; which he did accordingly 
with a fmall number of foldiers, feme fenators, and a few 
Roman knights. The foldiers of Vitellius immediately in- 
veded the Capitol, but with Rations fo loofe and ill-guarded, 
that Sabinus, during the night, found means to acquaint 
Primus with his danger, and to caufe his own children, Sa- 
bin us and Clemens, and his brotlier^s fon Domitian, to be 
brought to him. Next morning, when day began to dawn, 
before holtilities were committed on either fide, Sabinus 
feiu Cornelius Martialis, a centurion of the fird rank, to 
remind Vitellius of the treaty, and cxpodulate with him 
about his thus violating fuch folemn ftipulations. Vitel- 
lius blamed the foldiers, whole ardour, he faid, it was not 
ill his power to reftrain. He even advifed Martialis to re- 
tire by a private way, that he might not be afladinated, as 
the mediator of a peace whifh they abhorred. He was 
fcarce returned to the Capitol, when Vitellius*s foldiers ap- 
proached, and began the attack with great fury. The be- 
iiegeri, with diowcrs of dones and tiles, drove to over- 
whelm the adailants ; but the latter, advancing boldly to 
the gates of the citadel, fet hre to them, and mud have en- 
tered, had not Sabinus pulled down the datues, and, with 
thefe glorious monuments of antiquity, raifed in the very 
entrance a new w^all. Then they attempted to force a paflage 
from die oppofite avenues of the Capitol, climbing over the 
cuuiiguous buildiugs, which, during a long peace, had been 
fudered to be raifed to the height of the foundations of the 
Capkol. Here the alfauft was clofe and fierce. The ad- 
joining roofs being fet on fire, whether by the adailants or 
the belieged is uncertain, the flame fpread from thence to 
the porticos of the Capitol ; and by means of the timber, 
which was very old, ipread every way with terrible rapi- 
dity i nor did the conflagration ceafe, till th,at glorious and 
dately ediflee was burnt to the ground ^ 

^ Tacit. Hill, lib, iii* cap. 70—73. 
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While the Capitol was burning, Vitellius’s bands, burn- 
ing in, put all who oppofed them to the fword: of chefe 
the moft Hgnal were Cornelius MartiaJis, ^mllius Pacenfis, 
Cafperius Niger^ and Didiiis Sesva, ^^aviiis Sabinuh and SabJ^iu 
Q^inclius Atticus, the conful, were taken and loaded with pri- 
irons. The reft, by flratagem, efcapecl, having learned the 
word by which the foldiers of Vitellius were diftinguiflied 
by one another. .Young Domitiaii was faved by the con- 
trivance ol one of hisS freedmen, under the difguife of a 
linen robe, as if he had belonged to the tribe of the priells 
who offered facrifices in the Capitol. Sabiiius and Atticus 
were carried to Vitellius 5 and ho did all that lay in his 
power to appeafe the fury of the populace and foldiery, 
who cried aloud for their execution. They were chiefly in- andmur- 
cenfed againft Sabinus ; and therefore, inllead of regard- dered, 
ing the emperor’s entreaties, they ran him through in bis 
prefence ; then cutting off his head, dragged his trunk 
through the ftreets to the Scalse Gimoniae, where the bo- 
dies of malcfaclors were ufually expofed. He had, for the 
fpace of thirty-five years, carried arms for the common- 
wealth; had governed Mocfia feveii years, and Rome twelve, 
maintaining an unblemifhed reputation both in peace and 
war. The only failing, which even his encnriies could ob- 
je£t to him, w^as his loquacitj. As to the innocence of his 
life, and juflice of his aftioiis, he was altogether blame- 
Icfs. All agree, that before Vefpafian became empernr, 

Sabinus was confidered as the chief ornament of the Fla- 
vian family, and the fupport of VcTpafiaii hinifelf, who 
was his younger brother. When the people demanded the 
facrifice of the conful Atticus, Vitellius perfilted in op- 
pofing them, being entirely neconcilcd to him, in confe- 
queiice of his openly confefling, that he had let fire to rhe 
Capitol ; and by thus afluming the odium of the crime, 
though the whole was by fome thought a fiction, acquitted 
the party of Vitclhus of the facrilegc. 

About the fame time, Lucius Viiellins, the emperor’s Luriuj 
brother, defeated in Campania tlic marinrs who had de- 
dared for Velpafian, aijd retook Tcrracina. iSix fmall gal- 
lies efcaped, and in one of them Apolliaaris, commander 
of the fleet. All the other veflbls were feized along the , 
fhorc, or, furcharged by the fugitives, funk to the bottom. 

Julianas, who had been fent by Vitellius to reclaim the 
fleet, and had gone over to Vefpafian, was taken prifoner, 
and, by Lucius’s orders, firft inhumanly fcourged, and then 
executed. Had Vitellius’s troops, now elated with fucce/s, 
piocecded diredly to Rome, a dreadful daughter muft have 
ejifued ; nor could it have been decided without the de- 
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firuflion of the city. While Lucius was deliberating! whe« 
ther he ihould return forthwith to Romci or purfue the re- 
duction of Campania! the troops of Frimus! informed of 
the danger of SabmuSi haftened to his relief. Petilius Ce- 
realis! nearly allied to Vefpafiani a commander of no mean 
character, upon the iirfl: news that the Capitol was befieged, 
was detached with a thoufand horfe, and ordered to crofs 
the Sabine territories, and enter Kome through the Sala- 
rian way. Frimus himfelf advanced along the great Fla- 
minian road! and, when the night was far advanced, ar- 
rived at a place called the Red Rocks. There he received 
the difmal tidings, that Sabinus was murdered, the Capitol 
reduced to afhes, the city under dreadful conftemation, and 
the populace and Haves all under arms for Vitellius. Petilius 
Cerealis, meeting not far from the city a party of the enemy^ 
attacked them furioufly, but was received with equal refo- 
lution, and, after a long and bloody conteft, put to flight, 
and purfued as far as Fidenx. This fuccefs heightened 
the zeal and partiality of the people for Vitellius ; they 
ran to arms, mod of them fnatching up whatever fell firfl: 
in their way, and then demanded to be led out againft the 
enemy. 

Vitellius commended their zeal, but at the fame time 
fent ambafladors to Cerealis and Primus, to renew the for- 
mer tieaty. The foldiers of l^erealis infiilted the deputies, 
and even wounded the pnetor Arulenus Rufticus, a man of 
great merit and diflindion, and flew his principal liClor for 
daring to open a paflage through the crowd. Thofe who 
went to Frimus were better received :‘ they were attended 
by the Vellal virgins, who brought letters from Vitellius to 
Primus, wherein the emperor deflred, that the battle, which 
was to be the lalt, might be fufpended for one day, flnee 
during that interval all things might be eafily accommodated. 
Frimus difmifled the virgins with all demonftrations of ho- 
nour ; but to Vitellius replied, that by the niurder of Sa- 
binus, and the burning of the Capitol, all means of ending 
the war by treaty were cut ofF. The ambafladors were no 
fooner gone, than the whole army moved, advancing in 
three bodies to the walls of Rome, where the forces of Vi- 
teilius expefled them, dfvided likewife into three bodies. 
The'weak and unwarlike populace was routed at the firft 
onfet ; but the other troops, fallying out againil the enemy 
as they approached the walls of the city, attacked them 
with a fury hardly to be exprefled. Primus's men flood 
their ground with equal refolution and intrepidity; fo that 
the mofl cruel and bloody battle enfued that the Romans 
had ever fullained. 


The 



The Roman Hijloryl 145 

The conflift lalled feveral hours with various fuccefs; but 
in ihe end proved favourable to Primus. The Vitellians 
were with great Daughter driven into the city, where they *^*^*^** 
aflembled again ; and though vanquilbed and routed, re- 
newed the battle with frefh vigour, and continued it to ^ 
the clofe of the day. *The people gathered about the com- 
batants as fpe£tators ; and as if they had been only attend- 
ing the reprefentation of a fight exhibited for public amufe- 
ment, they fometimes favoured one party, fometimes an- 
other, with theatrical fhouts and clappings : nay, as often 
as the foldiers on either fide turned their backs, or fled into 
hcxifes, or concealed themfclves in (liops, they infilled upon 
their being dragged out and (lain. The people, as Tacitus 
obferves, were fo little aftefled with this tragical fpe£lacle, 
that at the fame time were feen in one place cruel con- 
fli£ls, and bleeding wounds ; in another luxurious ban* 
queting, and voluptuous revellings; every-where ftreams 
of blood, and heaps of carcafes j and hard-by, wanton de- 
bauchees, and lewd harlots : in fhort, all the abominations 
of a moll diffolute and riotous peace, and all the barbarities 
of a moil dreadful and cruel civil war. Primus’s troops, ^htch is 
having in the end prevailed, and made themfelves mailers of 
the city, marched in the next place to llorm the camp of 
the prjetorian guards, whith«r the mod determined among 
the enemy had retired. As they confidered the camp as 
their lail hope and -refource, they exerted their utmoll 
efforts in defending it ; and though in number inferior^ 
often repulfed the^enemy^ At length, when the gates, 
ill fpite of all oppofition, wereburll open, uniting together, 
they made a lail effort; but being overpowered by num* 
bcrs, they all fell facing the enemy 

Vitdlius,- feeing the city taken, caufed himfelf to be 
conveyed in a chair, through a private part of the palace, 
to his wife’s houfe upon mount Aventine, with a defign to ^ 
lie concealed during the day, and fly by night to his bro- 
ther, then at Terracina : but as to one who 13 under dread, 
and fears all things, the prefent affairs feem mod dangerous, 
he foon changed his Inind, and returned to the palace. 

Suetonius writes, that he altered his refolution upon a 
groundlefs report, that a treaty of peace was concltded. * 

Be that as it will, he found the palace now quite dcfolate 
and abandoned ; all his Haves and domedics having fled, or 
carefully avoiding to meet him. Terrified with the'difmal 
folitude and filence, he tried to enter feveral apartments i 

c Tacit. Hill. lib. iii. d&p. 73^84. Dio, lib. lav. p. 747. Suet, 
in Vit. cap. 15, jofeph. BclU Jud. lib. iv. cap. 411 
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but finding them all fattened, and being at latt weary 
with fuch miferable andfolitary wandering, he thrutt him- 
felf into the porter’s lodge, and concealed himfelf behind 
the bed. In the mran time, a party of Primus’s foldiers 
entering the palace, fearchcd every place and corner, till at 
latt they difcovered the emperor, and" dragged him out. As 
they knew him not, they inquired wjio be was, and whether 
he could inform them what was become of Vitellius. He 
deceived them at firft -, but being foon recognized by Julius 
Placidus, tribune of a prsetorian band, he pretended to 
have matters of the iitmutt importance to impart to Vefpa- 
fian, and with great earueftnefs begged to be kept, though 
it were in prifon, till his arrival. 

But the tribune and foldiers, deaf to all entreaties, tied 
his hands behind him, threw a halter about his neck, rent 
all his apparel, and dragged him half-nake d into the forum 
through the great ttreet called the Sacred Way, compelling 
him with their fwords pointed at his throat to hold up his 
head, and prefent his face to the indignities offered him by 
the mob, who now reviled him in a molt outrageous man- 
ner : they forced him to behold Ills own ft'atues thrown 
dow’n, and to view the place where Galba had been mur- 
dered. While be was thus dragged along, a German fol- 
dier meeting him, drew his fword, and difeharged a vio- 
lent blow, whether at Vitellius to revenge fomc former in- 
jury, or at the tribune, or to relcafc the emperor from 
infults and derifion, is uncertain. The tribune’s ear be 
actually cut off, and was himfeVf inftantly llain. They putt - 
ed Vitellius forward, the populace the whole time upbraid- 
ing him with his gluttony, bis target of Minerva, his lewd- 
nefs, and even the imperfeCtions of his body; for he was 
enormoully tall, corpulent, and fumewhat lame, having 
been hurt by a chariot, while he was attending Caligula at 
the races in the circus. He bore all tlic infults and indig- 
nities ottered him without uttering a fingle word, except to 
the tribune, to whom, while he treated him in a manner 
altogether ignominious, he anfwered, that neverthclefs he 
had been his emperor. They draigged him at latt to the 
Gemonix, the common charnel of malefaCfor^ where the 
body. of Flavius Sabinus nad lain expofed, and there with 
many wounds put an end to his unhappy life : his head was 
cutoff, and carried on a pole through the chief ttreets of 
the city ; his body was dragged with a hook, and with all 
pottibJe ignominy thrown into the Tiber, but afterwards 
buried by his widow Galeria Fundana. Thus died A ulus 
Vitellius, the ninth empreror of Rome, according to feme 
in the fifty-fourth, according to others in the fifty-eighth 

year 
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year of his age, after having reigned near a year, from the 
time he was proclaimed emperor at Cologne, and eight 
months and a few days after the death of Otho. He was 
raifed to the firft dignities of the ftate Yff no parts or merit 
of his own, but through the lullre of his family, which was 
one of the moft confpicuous in Rome. By his extravagant 
bounties and largefles, he gained the afFeiiiions both of the 
foldiery and people. Of the former, many adhered to hint 
with uiifliaken fidelity to the laft, though, in the opinion 
of hiilorians, he had not one good quality to recommend 
him to fuch as wiflied well to the republic, having been 
(billed even from his tender years with all manner of 
crimes, and moft infamous and abominable iniquities 
The fenate could not be afl'embled till next day, the fena- 
tors and magiftrates having either privately withdrawn from 
the city, or concealed themfelves in the boufes of their de- 
pendents. Domitlaii apprehending now no farther danger, Dmiliaft 
prefented himfelf to the leaders of the party, and was by faluttdC^ 
the foldiers thronging about him faluted Caefar, and by them 
conduffed in triumph to his fathers’s houfe. 

In the mean time Lucius Vitellius was with his cohorts 
advancing from Terracina to the relief of his brother- The 
cavalry was therefore fent forward to Aricia, and the le- 
gions were ordered to advance to Bovillx : but Lucius was Lucius 
no fooner informed of the unhappy fate of the emperor, yiuUius 
than he furrendcred himfelf and his troops to the pleafure 
of the conquerors. The foldiers were difarmed, and led 
through the city, gi;arded dn each fide by files of armed andisput 
men, without betraying a fupplivint look, or dropping a deaths 
daftardly expreflion, though outrageoufly infultcd by the 
vulgar. They were all committed to prifon, but foon after 
releafed. Vitellius was put to death ; a punilhment which 
he deferved, being no lefs addidled to albkinds of vices than 
his brother. Notwithfianding all his defedls, he wanted 
neither courage nor a£Iivity, and fupported the caufe with 
tefolution and vigilance. By the death of the emperor and 
his brother, war was rather feen to ceafe than peace td 
commence; for the conquerors, continuing in arms, fearch^ 
cd all over the city for the conquered, filling with carnage 
and mangled bodies the (Ireets, the places of public rirfort, 
the temples, and even the private houfes, which they burfl: y 

open and pillaged, pretending that there fome VitclJians 
^ere concealed. The indigent part of the populace failed tion afths 
not to join the foldiers in the general violence and fpoil ; fo 

^ Tacit. Hifl*. lib. iii. cap. 85, 85 . lib. iv. capi a. Suet, in Vit. 

”P- 5i >51 Dio, p. 743. 
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that on all fides nothinj; was heard but difmal complaints 
and outcries, and nothing feen but the dreadful calamities 
of a city {formed and facked. Di^itian, who already en- 
joyed the name andirefidence of Caefar, inifead of flriving 
to check the infolence of the foldiery, attended his infam- 
ous pleafures, and only by his dilTolulce life ihewed himfelf 
the fon of an emperor. Primus, in pvhofe hands the whole 
power was lodged, made ufe of it only to plunder more 
freely, being entirely taiken up in conveying from the palace 
treafure, moveables, and domeflic flaves, as if he were 
ftill feizing the fpoil of Cieinona. When the fury of the 
foldiers began to abate, the fenate met, and confirmed tlie 
fovereignty of Vefpafiaii, decreeing to him with great ala- 
crity all the titles and prerogatives ever veiled in former 
princes. They declared him confnl, giving him his fon 
Titus for colleague in that dignity: Domitian they honour- 
ed with the prxtorlhip, and confular authority : they pre- 
fented Primus with the confular ornaments, and Cornelius 
Fufeus, and Arrius Varus, with thofe of the prxtorfhip. 
All thefe decrees were pafled at the motion of Valerius 
Afiaticus, conful-cle£t ^ 

During thefe commotions in Italy, the Batavians revolt- 
ed, under the condu£l of the celebrated Claudius Civilis ; 
bqt of the caufes and events of. this war, which continued 
long, we fliall treat in the following reign. The people of 
Dacia alfo rofe up in arms ; a people never well affedled to 
the Romans, and then reltraincd by no forces, fince the 
army w-'as withdrawn from Ateefia. They llormed the 
winter-quarters of the auxiliary cohorts,' pafled the Danube, 
and were proceeding to level the intrenchments of the 
legions, when Muciaiius happened to march through Moefia 
wHh the forces of the Fall. As that commander was already 
apprifed of the vidory at Cremona, he detached the fixth 
Ugion to oppofc the Barbarians, and appointed Fonteius 
Agrippa, governor of Mcefia, with part of the troops which 
had furrendcred at Cremona, and which it was thought ad- 
vifeable to engage in a foreign war, that they might not 
difturb domeftic peace. Agrippa obliged the enemy to re- 
pafa the Danube ; and to ^prevent any farther attempts of 
'the like nature, built a great number of forts on the banks 
of that river, and llrengthened them with numerous 
garrifons. 

In Pontua likewife great diHurbances were raifed by Ani- 
ectus, fornterly freedman to king Polemon, in great power 
under him, and commander of the royal navy. As he 

c Tacit. Hill. lib. iv, c^ 
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highly provoked againft the Romans for reducing the 
kingdom into a province, in the reign of Nero, and by that 
change depriving him <of all his authority, he feiaed thh 
prefeut opportunity, and levying foftea under ^lour of 
afliftiiig VkelliuB, fuz-prifed the city of TrebiUond, burnt 
the fleet avhich guarded the coafts^ and entering intd an 
alliatice the neighbouring Barbarians, the fea, 

and Committed dreadful ravaged 6tk the cohlb of Afla. 

Againft him Verpafian fent a choice body of legibn^es, 
under the command of Virdius Geminus, an officer diftin- 
guiflied in urar; M^ho, racking the enemy while they 
vrhtt roving about in quell of booty, drbVe them intU their 
vefTels ; then with fome gallics built with great tapedition, 
chafed Anicetus into the mouth of the river Chubus, where 
he relied upon the proteflion of Sedochus king of the La- 
zians, a people of Colchis. That prince feemei at iirft de- 
termined to defend his ally-, but as foon as a ^CWhrd for his 
treachery was offered, and a war threatened, he betrayed 
Anicetus, and all his followers, to the conqueror, Tnus Aniettus 
ended thatfervile war; and Vefpalian received an account 
of the fuccefs which had attended his arms, a few days be- 
fore the joyful tidings were brought him of the great viQory 
gained by his forces at Cremona ^ 

0 0 0 O OOtS O gORB 0 HW 0««*0 MOpQ MtAO MW O MM 0 BCM 0««*«OMNO 

CHAP. LIV. 

• 

The Hiftory of Rome, from the Death of Vitellius 
to the Death of Domtian, the Ufi of the 
twelve Ccefars; in whom ended the Flavian 
Family. 

T he Flavian family, now raifed to the higheft pilch Tkedi-. 

of grandeur, was not confpicuous cither for its luftre fidHt,birth^ 
or antiquity. Titus Flavius, the emperor's grandfather, 
was a citizen of Reate^ now Rieti, in the country of the 
Sabines; and, in the civil wars^between Ctefar and Vom^^grthf 
pey, ierved under the latter in quality of centurion, bSt left attained 
the aurmy after the battle of Fharfalia ; and, having obtained ^be five- 
hii pardon, was employed in collti^ing taxes, under the 
fatuners of the public revenue. His fun Titus Flavius Sa- 
bitU48 Followed the fame profellion, and acquitted himfetf 

f Tacit. Hill. lib. lii. cap. 46, 47. 
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in it with fuch integrity, that, by the feveral cities of Afia, 
where he was receiver of the tax called quadragelima, flatues 
were ere£);ed to him with this infeription, “ To the honeft 
publican.” Afterw!irds he withdrew into the country of 
the Hplvctiii where he acquired a cpnfiderable fortune by 
lending money upon intereft. He married Vefpalia Polla, 
whofe father had been military tribune and prefeft of the 
camp; and had by her two children, Sabinus, and Vefpa- 
Can, who was born on the feventeenth of November of the 
ninth year of the common Chriftian aera; fo that he was 
raifed to the empire in the lixtieth year of his age. He 
was, amongft many other new men, chofen from the mu- 
nicipal towns, from the colonies, and even from the pro- 
vinces, admitted into the fenate by the emperor Caligula. 
He afterwards ferved in quality of military tribune in 
Thrace, was quaeftor of the provinces of Cyrene and Crete, 
sedile, and prsetor. He attended the emperor Claudius into 
Britain, where he diftinguiflied himfelf, though only tri- 
bune of a legion, by many remarkable exploits. He was 
conful during the two laft months of the eleventh year of 
Claudius’s reign, and by Nero appointed governor of Africa 
in quality of proconful. He married Flavia Domitilla, a 
native of Africa, at firft Have to Statilius Capella, but after- 
wards manumitted, and niade5free of the city. By her he 
had two fons, Titus and Domitian, wlio reigned after him, 
and one daughter, named Domitilla, who died, as did alfo 
her mother, befqre his accelTion to the empire. 

While he was in a private ftation, he ufed to court the 
favour of the prince by the moft abject flattery. During his 
praetorfhip, he entreated permilhon to exhibit extraordinary 
fports in honour of Caligula, on account of the pretended 
vjdlory in Germany. He was one of the few fycophanls 
who M^cre of opinion that thofe who were faid to have con- 
fpired againfl that prince (hould be publicly executed, and 
their bodies left unburied. In the prefence of the whole 
fenate, be returned Caligula thanks for having done him 
the honour of inviting him to his table. He was chiefly 
indebted to NarciiTus, the freedmah of Claudius, for the 
confulfliip, and the two facerdotal dignities which he cn- 
joyeif : what dignities thefe were, we are no where told. 
After the death of Narciflus, his great patron, he with- 
drew, and led a private life, dreading the violent fpirit of 
Agrippina, who bore an irrecpncileable hatred to that mi- 
fiifler, and all his frieqds ; it was therefore probably after 
her death, that he was by Nero appointed proconful of 
Affica, in which government he acquitted himfelf, if we 
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may believe Suetonius with honour and integrity; ac- 
cording to Tacitus ^ with ignominy and oppreffion. Soon 
after his return from Africa, his affairs being in a defperate 
condition, and his credit low, he wasK)bliged to mortgage 
his houfc and poffeffions to his brother Sabiiius, and to fup- 
port himfelf and his f’amily, by felling and changing horfes, 
and even by other means ftill more i^egradlng ; for he was 
convidled of having extorted from a young knight the fum 
of two hundred thoufand fellerces, for employing his in- 
tereft in procuring him a place in the fenate, againff the in- 
clination and exprefs will of his father. He attended Nero 
in* Achaia, where he incurred that prince’s difplcafure, and 
was banlfhed the court, for his inattention while the em- 
peror was (inging ; a crime, which had nearly coll him his 
life at Rome, as we have related elfewhere. Thus dif- 
graced, he withdrew into the country, and there led a life 
altogether private and retired, expe£ling every moment a 
tragical fate, when he was, contrary to his expeftation, ap- 
pointed by Nero to command in the war againft the Jews, 
as a perfon of great military abilities, and one, who, on ac- 
count of his mean extra^lion, gave him no umbrage. He 
was therefore fent into Judaea with three legions, eight 
fquadrons of horfe, and ten auxiliary cohorts, his fon Titus 
ferving under him in qusility of his lieutenant. In the fUs cha~ 
courfe of that war, which proved fo fatal to the Jewifti na- ra£fer at m 
tion, Vefpafian acquired fignal reputation. In every duty 
incumbent upon a leader, or even a foldier, he was inde- 
fatigable : it was Jie wh<f always led the march ; he who 
always chofe the ground for encamping. Upon confulta- 
tioiis and difpatches he fpenl nights and days, and was ever 
ready, upon any exigency, to encounter the enemy hand to 
band : his diet was fuch as chance prefented : in his garb 
and drefs, he varied little from a common foldier. Had he 
been exempt from avarice, he would have equalled the 
mod famous commanders of ancient times ; with that vice jj 
he is charged by ninit writers ; among the icfl, by Tacitus, nuith ava- 
who owed his firfl: promotion in the (late to his intered; nVr. 
but ncverthelefs declares, as becomes an impartial hifforian, 
againft admitting perfonal hatred or affefiion in the cha- 
racters of men. After the death of Nero and idQalba'f 
while Otho and Vitdlius were contending for the fove- 
reignty, he began to cherifti hopes of obtaining it for him- 
felf^, relying on feveral prodigies, prophecies, and propitious 
refponfes of oracles. Of the many predictions, that of Jo- 
sephus the hiftorian is the moft remarkable, who falutcd 

B SuBt. in Vefp. cap. 4, Tacit. Hilt. lib. ii. cap. ^ 7 * 
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V^fpafian with the title of emperor even in Nero's reign, 
and afTured him, he (hould be foon invefled with the fo- 
▼ereign power. His prediction is mentioned not only by 
himfelf^, but likewife by Suetonius who tells us, that 
JofephuB, being by Vefpafian’s orders put in irons, boldly 
affirmed, that in a (hort time he (hould by him be fet at 
liberty ; but that he (hould be emperor firll. 

Vefpalian, being encouraged by Mucianus, governor of 
Syria, by Tiberius Alexander, governor of Egypt, and by 
all his officers, not to negledf the prefent opportunity, 
while two unworthy competitors were contending for the 
empire, at length yielded ; and was proclaimed emperor ‘at 
Alexandria on the (irft of July, of the (ixty-ninth year of 
the Chridian sera ; on the third of the fame month, in Ju- 
daea, where he then refided ; on the fifteenth, in Syria; and 
a few days after, in all the provinces of the £a(t. He was 
not in himfelf at all changed by fo fudden a turn of for* 
tune : no loftinefs appeared in his afpeC^, no arrogance nor 
any new circumftance of deportment, under his new cha- 
raCler. He immediately rewarded his friends, raifing fome 
to military commands, others to be governors of provinces, 
feveral to the rank of fenators, mod of them nytn of fignal 
merit and accomplifhments, who afterwards acquired the 
highed honours in the date. ifVs he thought it below him 
to court the foldiers by largcfles, he promifed them no 
greater donative in the heat of the civil war, than had been 
given them by others during full peace. In the council 
which he edablilhed at Berytds for the direClion of all 
weighty affairs, it was refolved, that Titus (hould profecute 
the war againd the Jews, and Mucianus march with part 
of the forces againd Vitellius. But Titus undertook no- 
thing till the next year. Antonius Primus, with the Illy- 
rian army, defeated the troops of Vitellius before the ar- 
rival of Mucianus ; made himfelf mader of Rome, and all 
Italy; and caufed the unhappy emperor to be publicly exe- 
cuted 95 a common criminal ; all which tranfaflions we 
have already related, 

Meanwhile Vefpafian, having palTed fome time at An- 
tioch, the capital of Syria, proceeded fiom thence to 
Egypt, where he received the agreeable tidings of the vi£lory 
gained by Primus at Cremona. He forthwith hadened to 
Alexandria, with a defign to didrefs Rome by famine, fince 
from Egypt the city was chiefly fupplied with com. Ho 
was at the fame time preparing to invade Africa by Tea and 
)?|Dd, in prdcT to bring upon the enemy, by intercepting 

I Jpfepb.^il, Jud. lib. y. psp, 12. It Sueton. cap. 5. 
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their provifions, the calamity of hunger, with that of dif- 
fenlion. But during thefc tranfaflions, many perfons of 
all ranks and degrees arrived from Italy, to acquaint him 
with the fate and fall of Vitellius ; which were no fooner 
known, than multitudes flocked from all quarters, notwith- 
llanding it was then winter, to court the favour of the 
new emperor \ infomuch that Alexandria, the greatelt city 
of the empire after Rome, proved too confined for the 
numbers of ambafladors, deputies, noblemen, and officers} 
who reforted thither. Among the reft, an embafTy arrived 
from Vologefes, king of Farthia, who offered to aflift him 
with forty thoufand Parthian horfe. Vefpafian returned 
him thanks, and, deliriiig he would fend ambafTadors to 
the fenate, acquainted him that the commonwealth wai 
re-eftablifhed in peace The death of Vitellius made 
Vefpafiaii alter his mcafurcs \ for inftead of diftreffing the 
city, which had already proclaimed him emperor, witn fa- 
mine, he difpatched thither a great number of veflels laden 
with corn ; which arrived very feafonably, there not being 
at that time remaining in all the public ftores above ten 
days proviflon of grain As the winter-feafon was far 
advanced, VefiiaGan continued fome months at Alexandria^ 
waiting for the approach of fummer. . 

Mucianus arrived at Rome, according to Jofephus, the 
day after the death of Vitellius ; and in a moment arrogated 
the whole adminiftration to himfelf. Licinius Mucianus 
was a man remarkable for a ftrange combination of good 
and bad qualities luxury *and vigilance, haughtinefs and 
complaifance ; when unemployed, exceflively voluptuous ; 
of infinite abilities and activity, when bufinefs required 
them. Hence his equal (hare of praife and reproach ; as 
a public minifter, admired ; as a private voluptuary, con- 
demned. He was a great mafter in the feveral arts of in- 
finuation, an able orator, well verfed in civil affairs, ready 
in forefeeing events, dexterous at concerting febemeS) high 
in credit with thofe who were above him, under him, or in 
equal authority with him \ in fhort, fuch a man as could 
more eafily create an einperor, than be one. Vefpafian, as 
he was chiefly indebted to him far the empire, upon his de- 
parture for Italy, invefted him with unlimited powers and * 
is even faid to have trufted him with his fignet, as if he 
had fliared the fovereigiity. Hence, upon his arrival at 
Rome, he was confldered and revered, rather as the em- 
peror’s colleague, than as a fubordinate minifter. Q^ite 

^ Tacit, Hilt. lib. iv, caPf 51. Jofcphi Bell, Jud. lib. iv. cap* 5 ^* 
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funk was the power of Antonius Primus, and Arrius Va- 
rus, which lafl Vefpafian had already appointed captain of 
the prztorian guards. As Mucianus could not dilfemble 
his animohty towai^ds them, the city immediately forfook 
her late favourites, and devoted herfejf to the new minion. 
To him alone court was paid, to him all addrefles were 
made ; neither did he negledt his own grandeur ; for he 
never appeared in public but encompafled with guards, and 
attended with an equipage becoming a fovereign. He for- 
bore indeed the name, but performed all the funftions, of 
fovereignty. Soon after his arrival, he caufed Afiaticus, 
the late emperor’s freedman, to atone for his late wicked 
a£tions, by fud^ering the death of a Have. His doom was 
by every one cxpedled, and even wiftied for ; but the death 
of Calpurnius Galerianus occaOoned a general dread in the 
city. He was the fon of Caius Pifo, who in the reign of 
Nero had afpired to the fovereignty ; but had himfelf no 
(hare in that confpiracy, nor had ever attempted to didurb 
Be caufes date. However, as he was of an illudrious family, 
^Serhmts ^ graceful perfon, and greatly beloved by the people, 
$0 be mur- by order of Mucianus, committed to the cudody of 

iicred. a band of foldiers, fent forty miles from Rome, and there 
put to death by having his veins opened 

While Mucianus thus ruled ^vith abfolute fway in Rome, 
the Batavians were carrying on the war againil: the Romans 
with amazing fuccefs in Lower Germany. Of that war we 
(hall here, as in its proper place, briefly recount the caufes 
The Jlata- events. The Batavians, *briginaUy the fame people 
•vians take with the Cattans, who dwelt beyond the Rhine, being 
Arms, driven from their country by a domedic infurredlion, fettled 
at the extreme borders of Gaul, in an illand formed by the 
mouths of the Rhine and the ocean (H) They were net 
fubjefls, but allies, of the Romans, and oblig^fd to affid 
them only with troops commanded by men of the fird rank 
amongd them. They had at this time eight cohoits, men 
thoroughly exercifed in the wars of Germany and Britain. 
Thefe Vitellius had gained over to his pariy, and they had 
a great diare in the viftory at Bedfiacum ; but proving af- 
terwards refraftory and ungovernable, the emperor thought 
it advifeable to order them to their own country. Julius 
Paulus, and Claudius Civilis, both men of royal defeent, 

n Tacit. Hitt. lib. iv- cap, ii. Joieph. Bell- Jud, lib. v. cap. 4a. 

(H) According to this de- countr)" of Utrecht, and the 
fniptioii, the BaraviHDS poiTcfr- illand of Betaw, in the duke- 
cd South Holland, part of the dom of Guddedand. 
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greatly furpafled the reft in credit and quality. The former 
was flain by Fotiteius Capito, who falily charged him with 
rebellion. The latter was put in irons, and Cent to Nero; 
but declared innocent by Galba, and fet at liberty. Under 
Vitellius he was again in danger of his life, being charged 
with treafon : and hence his hatred to the Romans^ which 
induced him to arm h«s countrymen againfl them. As he 
was a man of great addrefs, led the Romans fhould regard 
him as a public enemy, if he once appeared to have revolted 
from them, in the beginning of the war between Vitellius 
and Vefpafiati, he pretended an attachment to the latter, 
and was, by letters from Antonius PrimUwS, ordered to op- 
pofe the forces fummoLied to fuccour Vitellius. Civilis, 
therefore, determined to revolt, but concealing for the pre- 
fent his intention, contented himfelf w'ith preventing the 
Batavian youth from enliding themfelves purfuant to the 
orders of Vitellius. Soon after, on pretence of celebrating 
a banquet, he afl'embled the chiefs of the nation, and the 
moft daring among the populace, in a facred gro\^e, where, 

W’^hen they had caroufed till Lite in the night, and were 
warm with liquor, he acquainted them with his real defign, 
difplayed the renown of their nation, enumerated the iii- 
fults they had fuITered, the opprefllon they groaned under, 
and all the miferics attending a Rate of fervitude. As he 
v/as heard with great applaufe, he bound them all, with 
many barbarous ceremonies, in a combination. 

He then difpatched mclTengers to the Caninefates, who CivUhis 
inhabited part of jhe iflarftl, to engage them in the fame joined by 
caufe. The Caninefates readily agreed to his meafures : 
choofjng for their leader one Brenno, famous for brutal 
bravery, they took the field ; and being joined by the Fri- 
fians, a people beyond the Rhine, forced the winter-en- 
campment of two cohorts, and mafi'acred all the Roman 
viiTuallers and traders, v. honi they found confidently ram- 
bling about, as in time of peace. In confequence of thefc 
hoftilities, Civilis, pulling off the malk, and openly aflb- 
ciating with the Caninefates, and Frifians, marched to at- 
tack the Romans, who, under the condu£f of Aquilius, 
had retired to the upper part the iiland. The conflidf 
was fcarce begun, when a band of Tungrians, whoderved* 
under the Romans, deferted to the enemy. At the fame 
time the Roman fleet, confifling of twenty-four veflels, the 
lowers being for the molt part natives of Batavia, made for 
the enemy’s ihore. By thefe means the Roman forces were 
eafily defecated, put to flight, and imhumanly butchered, Romaju to 
both by the enemy, and their own companions. Upon the fight, 
{lews of this yi^ory, the Germans immciiiateiy difpatched 
^ ambaf- 
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ambaffladors to Civilis, with offers of fuccours. On the 
other hand, HordconiusFlaccus, who commanded the army 
in Upper Germany, ordered Memmius Lupercus to march 
againft the enemy ^ith two legions, all the cavalry of the 
Ubians andTreverians, and a fquadrpn of Batavian horfc, 
men long (ince corrupted in their fidelity to the Romans, 
but feigning a great zeal for their eaufc, purpofely to be- 
tray them in the heat of the fight. The two armies having 
joined battle, the Batavian cavalry, deferting the legions 
while they were fighting with great bravery, joined Civilis ; 
then inftantly, like enemies, turned upon the Romans. Yet 
the legionaries, though preffed on all Tides, kept their ranks, 
and flood their ground, till the auxiliary Ubians and Tre- 
verians fled in a fhameful manner. Againft them the Ba- 
tavians bent their fury and purfuit ; a circumftance which 
gave the legions an opportunity of retiring with fafety to 
the old camp, which is placed by mod geographers near 
the prefent city of Stanten, in the duchy of Clevcs. 

About the fame time the eight Batavian cohorts, which, 
in obedience to the orders of Vitellius, were upon their 
march to Rome, being informed of the revolt of their coun- 
trymen, and the advantages already gained by them, re- 
turned, and took their route towards Lower Germany, to 
join Civilis. Herennius Galluf, who then governed Bonna, 
now Bonn, attempted to oppofe the palTage of the Bata- 
vians, at the head of three thoufand legionaries, and fome 
cohorts haflily raifed ; but was defeated with great flaugh- 
ter. The conquerors purfued their march, without com- 
mitting any hoftilities, and joined Civilis, who now feeing 
himfelf at the head of a regular army, hut dill dreading the 
formidable power of the Romans, obliged his forces to fwear 
allegiance to Vefpafian, and difpatched ambalfadors to the 
two legions i|i the old camp, requiring them to take the 
fame oath. The anfwer they returned was, that they would 
not follow the counfcls of a known traitor, nor thofe of a 
public enemy ; and that a Batavian fugitive mud not inter- 
fere in the adairs of the Roman date, but prepare to meet 
the punifhment due to his enormous' crimes. Civilis, highly 
^ provoked at this anfwer, r^ufed to arms the whole Batavian 
natioh, and being joined by the Brudleraiis and TenAerans, 
attacked the camp with great fury. The Romans, though 
fcarce five thoufand men, made lo vigorous a defence, that 
Civilis, defpairing of fuccefs by affault, changed his mea- 
furesj and blocked them up on all Tides, not doubting but 
they would be Toon conilrained by famine to capitulate. In 
the meantime Hordeonius Flaccus, underdanding that the 
camp was befieged, immediately difpatched Dillius Vocula. 
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commander of the eighteenth legion^and Herennius GalliiSj 
with powerful fuccours, to the relief of the two legions : 
but while thefe commanders were ftlll encamped at Gel- 
duba upon the Rhine, now Gelnub, fmall village near 
Ordingen, in the territory of Cologne, news were brought 
them of the defeat fif Vitellius at Cremona. In confe- 
quence of this event thf officers immediately declared for 
Vefpalian, forced the foldiers to fwear allegiance to him, 
and fent Alpinus Montanus to acquaint Civilis with the 
vidlory, and dedre him to lay down his arms and difband 
his troops, if he meant to affid Vcfpadan, (ince they all had 
already acknowleged him emperor. 

But Civilis had greater obje£ts in view. He therefore 
openly declared, that he would never fheath his fword till 
he had redeemed both his own country and Gaul from the 
tyrannical yoke of the Romans*, and that indantdifpatched 
againd Vocula the veteran cohorts, and the flower of his 
German forces, under the command of Julius Maximus 
and Claudius Viftor, hufband to his fifter. Thefe coming 
upon the Romans by furprize, put them to flight, and made 
a dreadful havock. But in the mean time fome Gafeon 
bands, lately raifed by Galba, arriving at Gelduba, fell 
upon the enemy in the rear, whild earnedly purfuing their 
viffory, filled them with difmay, and infpired the Romans 
with frefh courage j fo that they returned to the charge, 
and, with the allidance of their allies, put the enemy in 
their turn to flight, and gave them a total overthrow. All 
the braved men of the Batavian infantry were cut off* ; but 
their horfe efcaped with the Roman daudardsand prifoners 
taken in the beginning of the encounter. Vocula, encou- 
raged by this fuccefs, marched againd the enemy, employ- 
ed in befieging the old camp, and, after a bloody confliu, 
forced them to abandon the enterprize. In the heat of the 
engagement, Civilis, being thrown by the fall of his horfe, 
was by both armies believed to be dangeroufly wounded or 
flain ; and to this report chiefly was owing the victory 
gained by the Romans. Vocula, indead of purfuing the 
enemy when broken and in diforder, applied himfelf to for- 
tify the old camp ; which having, drengthened with fome 
new works, he returned to Gelduba, and thence procoeded 
to Novelium, now Nuys, where Hordeonius Flaccus lay 
encamped with part of the army. 

Vocula was fcarce gone, when Civilis again laid fiege to 
the oid camp j and advancing with a drong detachment to 
Gelduba, reduced that place » but he was put to flight by 
the Roman cavalry near Novelium. In the mean time the 
foldiers began to mutiny, ai\d claim prefent payment of their 
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donative ; for they had learned that the money was already 
fent thither by Vitellius. Hordeonius immediately com- 
plied with their demand ; but diftributed the money in the 
name of Vefpafian. *'Thc foldiers no fooner received it, 
than they abandoned ihemfelves without controul to every 
kind of debauchery, to nodturnal revellings and cabals, and 
when intoxicated with wine, renewTfed their ancient fury 
and rage againft Hordeonius, who was fufpefted of favour- 
ing Civilis, becaufe, from a mind well difpofed towards 
Vefpafian, he had not oppofed his firft attempts. As none 
of the general ofRcers dared to check them in the height of 
their rage, they violently burft into the bedchamber of thdir 
general, dragged him out, and put him to death. Vocula 
would have undergone the fame fate, had he not made his 
cfcape in-the'difguife of a flave. They then reftored the 
images of Vitellius, defpoiled thofeof Vefpafian, and com- 
mitted, during that night, innumerable diforders. 'Iheir 
rage, upon the return of day, was fuccccded by terror and re- 
niorfc. 'Ihe firft, the fourteenth, and the eighteenth le- 
gions were eafily reclaimed by Vocula; and led by him, 
after they hud again taken the oath to Vefpafian, againft Ci- 
vilis, who had befieged Magontiacum, now Mentz. Before 
their arrival the befiegers had retired; but the Romans com- 
ing up wfth them as they marfhed without order, fufpefl- 
ing no danger^ fell upon them fword in hand, and made a 
dreadful havock of the difperfed and diforderly multitude*’. 

The death of Vitellius, the murder of Hordeonius, and 
the burning of the Capitol, being divivlged through Ger- 
many and Gaul, both thefe nations engaged in open hofti- 
lities againft the Roman people. A motley multitude of 
Cattails, Ufipians, Mattlacians, and other German nations, 
joined Civilis. The Gauls too, feizing the prefent oppor- 
tunity, while the Romans were weakened by fuch fucceftive 
civil wars, combined ta attempt the recovery of their an- 
cient liberty, being ftrongly inclined by the burning of the 
Capitol to believe, that the difTolution of the empire was at 
hand. The city, they faid, had formerly been taken by 
the Gauls ; hut the manfion of Jupiter having efcaped, the 
empire had continued fubfift. The Druids too ani- 
mated them with vain oracles, that to nations beyond 
the Alps the empire of the world was portended. Ihe 
chief fway among the Gauls was borne at this time by Claf- 
iicus, Julius Tutor, and Julius Sabinus ; the two f^ormcr 
Treverians,and the latter a native ofLangres. Thefe three, 
having in private conferences founded the minds of the reft, 

■ Tacit, Hift, libi W, cap. 11^36, 


X 



> 59 . 


7he Roman Hiftory, 

and engaged in their defigns fuch as they judged proper, 
came at length to a refolution of throwing off all difguife, 
and openly declaring againft Rome. The only difficulty 
which occurred, was, how to difpofe of the Roman forces 
then in Gaul. Some were for maiTacring them all, others 
for putting to the fword only their commanders, fince the 
common herd, bereft oj" their leadersi would be eafily re- 
duced into the confederacy. The latter opinion prevailed ; 
and this was the refult of their firll confultation. The con- 
fpirators then difpatched incendiaries into all the regions of 
Gaul, to excite them to walr ; but in the mean time feigned 
gr^at refpeft to Vocula, who was well apprifed of their de- 
ligns ; but thought proper to diflemble in his turn, and pur- 
fue the fame artifices vi'hich were ufed againft him. With 
this view he repaired to Cologne ; but Clafficus and Tutor, 
who were both commanders of the Treverian horfe, en- 
camping by themfclves, and feparating the firft time from 
the legions, he returned back, and, with the legions alone, 
proceeded to Novcfium, a numerous body of Gauls having 
encamped in the open fields about two miles from that place. 

To the camp of the Gauls, as hoftilities were not yet be- 
gun on either fide, daily reforted great numbers of Roman 
foldiers ; and there, as they found themfclves furrounded 
with terrors on all fides, thejr agreed to purchafe their own 
fafety by committing an enormity till then unknown among 
the Romans 5 which was, to fwear allegiance to the Gauls, 
and promife either to murder, or deliver up their officers 
in chains. Vocula was npt unapprifed of what palTed 
in the camp. Jud^ng it beneath him to fly, he aflemhlcd 
the foldiery ; and having in vain attempted to divert them 
from fo monftrous a crime, he retired, with a defign to put 
a period to his life ; but being reftrained by his freedmen 
and flaves, he was fuon after murdered by ^milius Lon- 
ginus, a deferter from the firft legion, fent by Clafficus for 
that purpofe. His lieutenants, Herennius and Numifius, 
were only put in irons. After this aflaffination Clafficus, 
aifuming the badges of a Roman magiftrate, entered the 
camp, and adminifterej the new oath to the legions, every 
one fwearing allegiance to the fovereignty and empire of 
the Gauls. Between Tutor andT Clafficus was lliare^ the 
charge of managing the war. The former laid fiege to 
Cologne, and forced the inhabitants to take the fame oath, 
which he likewife tendered to all the foldiers who lay 
farther up the Rhine. Claflicus ftrove to gain, by fairpro- 
mlfcs, the two legions that were ftiut up in the ancient 
camp. After having eaten their horfes, and other beafts 
of burden, they were obliged to fupport themfelves by 
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pUickmg flirubs and plants, and picking the herbs ixrhich 
fprautcd amongfl; the floncs of the walls : but at length, 
after exhibiting fo much glory^ and patience, they brought 
a foul ftain, by fencKng deputies to Civilis to beg tneir lives. 
Neither were their fupplications received, till they had 
fworn homage and fidelity to the Gaiils. Then he granted 
them their lives ; but referved the plunder of the camp to 
himfelf, appointing guards to fecure the money, flavea, and 
baggage, and others to convoy the foldiers thus divefted of 
all their cf}e£ls. When they had marched about five miles 
the Germans rufhed upon them from an arnbufh, and cut 
the greater part of them in pieces. The remainder fled *10 
the camp, which the Germans fet on fire ; fo that fuch of 
the unhappy Romans as had furvived the late /laughter, 
were to a man confumed by the flames. Civilis, elated 
with the fuccefs of his arms, foon reduced all the neigh- 
bouring cities, fonie of them being willing to follow his 
fortune, and others awed by his power p. 

JmUus Sa- Julius Sabinus having demolifhed the public tables con- 
hinuj dt~ taining the confederacy with Rome, caufed himfelf to be 
feattd* proclaimed Csefar ; and, leading a large number of his 
countrymen the Lingones, fuddenly invaded the adjacent 
country of the Sequanians, who continued faithful to the 
Romans ; but being defeated by them, in order to raife a 
report that he had periflied, he fet fire to the country 
dwelling, whither he had fled, and by that flratagem faved 
his life. By the vifibory of the Sequanians the fury of the 
war in Gaul was reflrained. The fevcfal ftates began, by 
degrees, to recover coolnefs and judgement, the re/t fol- 
lowing the example of the people of Rheims, who pub- 
lifhed through the provinces of Gaul an invitation for auem- 
bling their feveral deputies, to confuJc w^hich conduced mofl 
to the good of the whole, war or peace. The aflembly was 
held at Rheims, where Tullius Valentinus, one of the am- 
bafladors of the Treverians, wdth great vehemence promot- 
ed the war ; but was oppofed by Julius Aufpex, one of the 
chiefs in the ftate of Rheims, who difplayed at large the 
power of the Romans, and the blefflngs of peace. They all 
extolled the courage and refolution of Valentinus, but fol- 
lowed the cQunfcl of Aufpex, molt of them being deterred 
from purfuing a general confederacy, by the mutual jea- 
loufy and competition of the feveral provinces. It was 
aiked, where mull be the head of the war; whither mud 
they recur for fupreme authority? and, (hould all their 
purfujts profper, what place would they choofe for the feat 

v Tacit, Hifli lib. Iv. c^p. 67, Bel) Jud, lib. vii. cap. ii- 
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bt empire ? Some boafted their alliances, fome their wealth 
and forces, others their antiquity ; and, from all thefe, 
each claimed fuperior prerogative aiid rule. At length, ^ht Gaub 
after long and warm debates, they agreed to acquiefee in 
their prefent condition. To the Treverians letters were 
immediately difpatchifd in the name of the Hates of Gaul, 
advifing them to lay di^wn their arms while their pardon 
was yet to be procured, artd their friends were ready to in- 
tercede for them ; but Valentinus, a better fpeaker than 
commander, oppofed this counfel, which the nation re- 
je£feii accordingly. What chiefly difpofed the Gauls to 
pejee was, the news they received, that an army was ad- 
vancing againd them, confiding of folir legions from Italy, 
two from Spain, and one from Britain, under the condiuSfc 
of two renowned commanders, Annius Callus and Feti- 
lius Cciealis, whom Mucianus had difpatched from Rome, 
to put a dop to the farther conqueds of Civilis and Claflicus. 

Sextilius Felix arrived before them, having, at the head of 
fume auxiliary cohorts, forced a paflfage through Rhsetia. 

He was joined by the twenty-drft legion, and the fquadron 
of horfe furnamed the Singular, commanded by Julius Bri- 
ganticus, nephew to Civilis, but hated by his uncle. 

With thefe forces Felix attacked and routed the Treve- 
rians, commanded by Tutor,near Bingium, now Bingen j 
and in a few days obliged the Tribocians, the Vaiigioncs, 
the Cercatiaiis, and the Nemetians, to defert their country- pgHx* 
men, and return to the Roman dominion. After he had 
thus made himfelf maderof^he countries bordering on the 
Rhine, from Mentz'to the prefent city of Bafil, the legions 
who had revolted to the Gauls, renewed the oath of alle- 
giance to Vefpafian ; and, leaving Treves, where they 
were then quartered, retired to Metz, a city in alliance 
with the Romans. In the mean time PetiJius Cerealis ar*- 
rived at Magontiacum, where being informed, that Valen- 
tinus was poded at Rigodulum, now Rigol, with a nu*> 
nierous band of Treverians, he drew into one body the 
fuldiers he found at Magontiacum, with the forces he 
had brought over the Alps ; then marching to Rigodulum, 
he attacked the enemy’s intrenchments, though inclofed by 
the mountains, and the river &fofclle, and ftrength<pied 
with deep trenches, and ramparts of huge dones. The 
Treverians fought for fome time with great refolution ; but and hj O- 
werc, in the end, forced to abandon their camp, and fave 
themfelvca by flight. The Romans purfued them, and, in 
the purfuil, took many perfons of great didinftion ; and 
^mongd them Valentinus their general. Next day Cerealis 
entered Treves ; which city the foldiers paffionateJy delir- 
VoL. XIII. M cd 
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ed to raze, as the birth-place of Clafficufl and Tutor ; but 
Cercalis, dreading licentioufnefs and crnelty^ checked their 
rage. Their attention was likewife diverted by another 
objeft, the arrival^ of the legionSi which had fworn al- 
legiance to the Gauls. They appeared fad and dqe^ted, 
keeping their eyes immoveably fijced''upoii the ground, and 
imploring their pardon by (ilcnce and weepingi till Cerea- 
lis comforted them, afcribing their defertion to the inevi- 
table operations of fate^ and alTuring themi that neither he 
nor the emperor would remember Uieir pall offences. At: 
the fame time he caufed an order to be publiftied through- 
out the camp, that no one flionld, upon any difpute,* re- 
proach his felJow-foldier *1. 

Civilis, Tutor, and Clafficus, having from different quar- 
ters affembled all their forces, attacked unexpededly the 
intrenchments of the legions now at the gates of Treves, 
forced them, put the cavalry to flight, and feized the bridge 
of communication over the Mofelle in the midlt of the city. 
News of this genera! rout and havock being brought to 
Cerealis, while yet in bed, he ftarted up, and, undaunted 
by all this confufion and diftrefs, ffrove with his own hand 
to flop the fugitives; animated them by his example, 
and, heading fuch as were remarkably brave, recovered the 
bridge, and fecured it by a ^uard of armed men. Then, 
haftening to the camp, and rallying the difperfed legions; 
he not only repulfed the enemy, but the fame day forced 
their intrenchments, and recovered the city of Cologne, 
where he found the wife and fifter of Civilis, with the Ion 
of Claflicus ^ Civilis, having after this unfortunate event 
recruited his forces with incredible expedition, pofted him- 
felf in the old camp, where he was attacked by Cerealis, 
reinforced by the acceffioii of three legions. But, as the 
furrounding fields were naturally marfhy, Civilis had 
diverted the courfe of the Khine, which thence flooded all 
the neighbouring grounds, the Romans were eafily repulf- 
ed, and their cavalry put to flight, by fome German fqua- 
drons Tallying out againft them. 

By the ifltie of this encounter; both the leaders were 
prompted, though from different motTves, to put the whole 
to the ifluc of a general battle ; Civilis eager to purfue his 
good fortune, Cerealis to cancel his diflionour. The next 
day both armies appeared early in the field, and engaged 
with equal fury and refohition. After the conflict had 
laffed many hours, the Germans were in the end defeated; 
and the war would have been finifhed that day, bad not 

a Tacit, Jrlxiv. cap. 71—7^, » Idem ibid. cap. 7S. 
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conquerors been prevented, by night, and a fuddeo 
ftorm, from puffuing tne 0 ying foe. After this overthrpwr, 

Civilis withdrew to the ifland of the Batavians ; Claflicus' 

Tutor, and an huiidred ^nd thirteen t^oators of Treves^ 
crblfed the Rhine to taife new forces. Their endeavours 
were attended With fuch fuccefs, that they returned with 9 
vaft multitude, ■ and at*the fame time afTauJtcd the Romau 
forces polled at AvcnacUm, Vadc, Griniics, and Batavo- 
diirum, now Arnhem^ Wageningen, Rhenen, and Duet- 
fiede. They were repulfcd at c^ch attack with gre^ 
flaughter, and forced tp throw thcmfeJvcs precipitately into 

tiver. Notwilhftanding this difapppintment and defeat, Hr fur* 
Civilis, afliort time after, in the dead of njght> ftormed the 
camp of Ccrealis, upon the banks of the Rhine, made a 
dreadful havock of the Roman foldiers, while, apprifed of 
no danger, they were rcpofing in their tents, and carried 
off a great number of captives. The general, half-awake, 
and alnioft naked, efcaped through a miftake of the ene- 
my ; for they had carried off the admiral’s (hip, diftijiguifli- 
ed by its flag, from a belief, that Cercalis was in it : but 
he had pafled that night in the embraces of Claudia Sa- 
crata, a native of Cologne. The cenlinels excufed their 
own negligence by the difhonour of their general, alleging, 
that they were injoined to*keep filence for feiir of inter- 
rupting bis repofe ; fo that, ^5 fpcaking was reftrained, they 
had fallen afleep. 

Not withftaii ding this advantage, Civilis was in the end but is ob~ 
obliged even to abandon hi^own ifland, and retire beyond ®: 

the Rhine. Cerealis committed dreadful ravages throughout 
the ifland of the Batavians; but, through a policy ufual '^^dfubmit 
to generals, left all the lands and dwellings of Civilis un- to the Rg. 
touched, templing at the fame time the Batavians with an 
offer of peace, and Civilis with a promife of pardon : this 
he refolved to accept, finding his countrymen ti^ed of the 
war, and inclined to prevent the defolation and ruin of thp 
whole nation, by devoting him to puniflimeiit. He there- 
fore defired a conference, which was granted : the bridge 
upon the river Wahal w^s broken down in the middle ; ^nd 
the two generals, ftepping forward on each fide, Hood upQU 
the oppofite extremities., The iflue of this conference fvas. 
an entire fubmiflion on one fide, and an unreferyed pardpn 
nn the other. The Batavians remained in the fame epndi- 
t^ion they were in before the war broke out, rhatia, ^empt 
from alt tributes, and only obliged to the Rpm^tn 

''"ith troops when required \ 


■ Joftph. Bell. Jud. lib. ii. cip. iii 
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During thefe tranfaflions in Germany, Verpafian and 
Titus commenced confuls, the former the fecond time, and 
both abfeiit. The fenate was therefore aflembled on the 
fii(t of January by Julius Frontinus, city-praetor, when they 
decreed, that public thanks ihould be returned to the ge- 
neral ofHcers, to the armies, and to the confederate kings, 
for having zealoufly cipoufcii the caufe of Vefparian. 
From Tertius Julianus they took away the prsetorlhip, for 
having forfaken his legion, when going to declare for Vef- 
pafian, and transferred that dignity to Flotius Griphus. 
IJpon Hormus, Vefpalian’s freedman, they conferred the 
equeftrian dignity. Soon after, Frontinus refigned ,hi3 
oftce, which was afliimed by Domitian, whofe name was 
prefixed to all letters and edi£ls ; but the whole fway re- 
mained in Muciaiius. The young prince, however, boldly 
exerted many ad^ of power, at the infligation of his inti- 
mates, or his own caprice Antonlus Primus and Arrius 
Varus gave Mucianus great umbrage ; they were both 
renowned for their late exploits in war, in great credit with 
the foldiery, and beloved by the populace. Antonius was 
befiiles reported tg have foUcited Scribonianus CralTus, the 
brother of Pifo, whom Galba had adopted, to afTume the 
fovereignty. Mucianus, therefore, finding he could not 
openly crufli Primus, pretend^ great friendfhip and efleem 
for him, and flattered him with praifes in the fenate, 
made him great promifes in private, and filled him with 
hopes of obtaining the government of Hither Spain, void 
by the departure of Cluvius Rufus. Having thus entirely 
gained him, he difmifTed the feventh legion, which was in- 
violably attached to him, to their wintcr-quai ters, at a great 
dillance from Home ; and Tent the third legion back into 
Syria, and the reft of the forces into Germany, to ferve 
under Ccrealis. Having by thefe means quite broken the 
power of Primus, and difburdened the city of thofe who 
were apt to raife tumults and diforder, Rome returned to 
her former tranquility, the laws refumed their force, and 
the maglftrates their wonted funflions 

Domitian, appearing for the iirft rime in the fenate, fpoke 
In few words, apnd with^great modefty, of the abfence of 
his father and brother, and alfo concerning his own youtli 
and infufficieiicy. Then he propofed, that all the honours 
which had been beftowed on Galba, but afterw'ards abrO' 
gated by Otho, (hnuld be reftored. Curtius Montanns 
moved, that feme public mark of honour (hould be likewife 
paid to the memory of Pifo. The fathers ordained both ; 


I Tacit. Hid Ub. iv. cap^ 39. 
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but of what regarded Pifo, nothing %as executed. In the 
next place commiffioners were drawn by !a\ who were to 
caufc reflitution to be made of whatever had been nfurped 
by violence during the war, and to refftrain the public ei- 
pences. To Tertius lulianus^ as foon as it was known that 
he bad joined Vefpanan, the office of pnetor was reftored ; 
but Griphus ftill retained the enfigns of that dignity. Be- 
fore the aflembly broke up, one of the fenators, named Ju- 
nius Mauricus, petitioned Domitian, that he would impart 
to the fenatc the regifters of the late emperors, that they 
might thence difeover who had folicited tn be admirted ac- 
cuierSj and againft whom : but the young prince ju'.licioudy 
replied, that, in an affair of this furt, the fentinieiits of the 
emperor muff be firft obtained. However, P. Lgna!iiis 
Celer, the accufer of the celebrated Soranus Barea, was 
condemned 3 but Mucianus haranguing in behalf of the in- Mmeiawmj 
formers, and exhorting the fathers to rblitcratc the im- JP*oh fvr 
preffions of all refentment, and forget the grievances anting * 1 *^ 
from the ncccffity of the late times, all farther profecutiaiii 
were dropped *- 

This year Mucianus ordered the fon of Viiclliu8 to he. 
put to death, pretending, that civil difeord would never 
Qeafe, unlefs the feeds of war were utterly extinguiflkeil. 

He treated Antonlus Prim its with fuch baughtiiiefs, that AHtmimg 
he forced him to retire from Rome, and recur to Vcfpa- Primms n* 
fian, by whom he was received without any particular 
marks offriendfliip or disfavour, the emperor’s mind being 
fwayed, on one fide, by ihe great ferviccs of that com- 
mander ; on the other, by letters from Mucianus- The 
other courtiers at the fame time combined to difgracc him, 
charging him with arrogance, and heightening the charge 
with the enormities of his former life. He did not fail to 
create new enemies by his haughty carriage ; for, with ex- 
ceffive offentaiion, he ufed to recount his own eiploirs, 
treating the other commanders with the utroolt contempt, 
efpecially Csecina, whom be ufed to revile as a captive, and 
a man of no fpirit, who had tamely fubmitted. Hence, by 
degrees, he funk in his ahara^fer 5 but, from the emperor, 
retained to the Lift fome appcar^mce of favour. Of him 
we find no farther mention made by the ancient writers. 

Mucianus likewife difplaced Arrius Varus, commander of 
the praetorian guards, but beftowed upon him another, that 
or fupplying the city with grain, which had been formerly 
difeharged by perfons of the firft quality. To foften Domi- 
tiun, v'ho had a great kindnefs for Varus, he beftowed ibc 


Tacit, llift, lib. iv. cap. 40— 44. 
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command of the guaMs upon ArretinusClcmens) a perfon 
nearly allied to the houfe of VerpaGan. The father of Ar- 
retinus had difcharged the fame trufl with great credit un- 
der Caligula^ whenae his name was in high eftimatidn with 
the foldiery. The guards had beep hitherto commanded 
by a Roman knight ; but Arretinus ^as by rank a fenator^ 
Vtjpafian VefpaGan continued at Alexandsia, and is faid to have 

•works fame wrought fome miracles in that city (I). From Alexandria 
mirades^ ^ ^ 

Y Tacit, Hid. lib. iv. cap. 68. 

(I) A blind man, lyell known from their fhtter3^ Vefpafian 
at Alexandria, proftrating him- was hence feized with an er?jger 
ftlf at the emperqrV feet, im- dcfire of vifiting the refidenep 
ploring him to reftore him to of the deity, in order to confnlt 
fighi, telling the prince, chat he him on the date and fortune ut 
had been warned by the god the empire, fie therefore com- 
SerapiB to repair to him, and manded all to retire from the 
beg that, with his fpitrle, ho templci and then entered him- 
would condefeend to waih his fdf. While he was there, he 
cheeks, and the balls of his fuddenly perceived one of the 
eyes. Another, lame in his grandees of Egypt, named Ha- 
hand, by the direflion of thfe Glides, Handing by him, though 
fame god, btay-ed him to tread he knew him to be then at a 
i^on It. vefpafian at Grfl: de-r gitat diftanre from Alexandria, 
tiditfd them j but, as they con- •‘and confined by lick nCfs. How- 
tinued to itfiporcunl! him, hit ever, heexatnined the priclt?, 
began ro waver, learine on ono whether B^Glides hr.d that day 
fide the imputation of vanity, entered the retti pic ; alkcd fuck 
and on the other drawn into cis he met, whether he hvHi becu 
hopes through thfe intreaties of fcCn in rfie city ; then by horlc- 
thc fuppliants, and the argu- men, purpofely difpatched, he 
ments of fiatterers. At length, learnt, that Balilidcs was ai that 
tbnfidcring himfelf as an inltru- inftant eighty miles from thence 
fhfeftt chb&h by the gb'ds to acr (i). St. AuRin, without que- 
Mnpliih tlife curt, he uhdeitook Hirohing the truth of thefe fafb, 
fhfe tbflt with a thtatful (oun- jtttkRea by fefm^l writers of 
ftnmiofe btfcre a grtat tnufti- grpat authority, obferm, that 
tudt, Intent upon the ifl'ye. Vtfphfiin, according to Tacl- 
IftfUntly the lame hand rcco- tash account, ordered the phy- 
▼ered mil ftreniph^ and upm Geiaas to examine firft, whe- 
fbe ey^ of the blifid light broke ther fuch lameoefB and blind- 
m. I Tacitus alTures ua, mt, neft yrete curable by humaB 
even in his time, both thefe aid^ who reported, that, in the 
events continued to be recount- one, the power of fight was not 
M and averred by thufe who wholly ex tin£l, but would rc- 
badbceneye-witnchcsofthclB, turn, wete the obftacles re- 
%lad cbul'd reap no ady^tage . moved,- and, ki the other, the 

(i) Tacit, lib. iv. cap. Bi. D|o, jib. Uvi. p. 748, Suet, in Vefp. 
cap. 7. 
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he failed fpr Italy • and) having viGted In his paiTage the 
ifland of RhpdeSi and fereral cities of ACa Minor, landed) 
according to JofephuS) on the fouth Gde of the promontory 
of lapygia or Otranto. At Brundufnira he was niet by 
MucianuS) and a great number of fenators and Roman 
knights j and at Beiftventum by his fon Qpmitian. On 
his route to Rome, bp was received every where with 
loud acclamations ; for every one entertained an exalted 
opinion of his virtues, and looked upon him as fent by the 
gods to reftore the empire to its former Juft re or tranquility. 
As he approached the city, the greater part of the inhabit- 
%i\t3 flocked out to congratulate and condudt him in tri- 
umph to the Capitol, the ftreets through which he paGed 
being ftrewed with flowers, and the whole city, like a tem- 
ple, filled with precious odours and perfumes. Altars were 
every where raifed, and viftims flain, with fupplications to 
the gods, that Vcfpafian might rule the empire many years, 
and his fon Titus reign after him ^ that the fovereignty 
might for ever remain in his family, and Rome flourilh un- 
der their aufpices and authority \ 

Great expeftations were formed of Vefpafian by all ranks 
of men, and no one was difappolnted in his expe^ation : 
for he made it his whole buGnefs to re-ellablifh the com- 
monwealth, and reftore the: empire to its former grandeur ; 
to conform to the laws, and fee that all others conformed 
to them ; to confult the good of the whole, and of indivi- 
duals I to prevent oppremon, and to puuifh it ; to promote 
virtue, and reward it; to enforce the obfervance of the laws 
by his example, asTwell as by his judgements ; and to me- 
rit the aiFe£fions and fidelity of the people, by his paternal 
care and impartiality. His firft talk was, to revive the an- 
cient diiciphne in the army ; for the foldiery had abandoned 
themfelves to all manner of licentioufnefs, and committed 
iMumerable diforders, not only ia the colonies and muni- 
cipal towns, but in Bnme itlelf. He therefore diibanded 

> Joiepb. Bell. Jud. lib. vii. cap. aoi 

joints were only diftorted, and occalion exerting it, to eclipfe, 
might be reftored with regular ifipoflible, the nuraclei wrought 
prefliire. Hence St. AuIUd by the apofllcB and theip difei- ' 
condudcB, that fuch cures were pies ( 2 ). As for the vifion in 
not above the power of men, the temple, it might well hare 
and much lefs above that of tbft been the cffe£k of a warm and 
evil fpirlts, endowed with a lii- firong ima^nation. 
perior knowlege, and on this 

(a) 5i Augi Civil. Dei, lib. x. cap. iS. 
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great numbers of them, erpecially fuch as had ferved under 
VitelliuSj and had been long inured to rapine and licen- 
tioufnefs ; in the others he puniflied the lead tranfgreflions 
with the utmoil fefierity, A young noblemanj to whom 
he had given a coriliderablq command, w^aitifig upon him 
to return thanksf and fmelling fragrantly of rich oils and 
perfumes, the emperor, with a voice exprefling his indig- 
nation, told him, that he had rather he had fmelt of gar- 
lick ; and took away the commiflipn which he had given 
him a few days before. He was no lefs fevere with the 
marines, who were appointed to carry letters and difpatches 
from Puteoli and Oftia to Rome ; for, upon their petition- 
ing him to have fome allowance, befides their ufiial pay, 
for flioes, inflead of complying with their requefl, he or- 
dered, that for the future they fliould difeharge their duty 
barefoot \ and caufed this ordinance to be immediately put 
in execution 

He feldom failed to aflift at the debates and deliberations 
of the fenate, without aifuming any authority above the 
other fenators, whom he frequently exhorted to fpeak their 
fentimencs with freedom ; telling them, that he had called 
them not blindly to approve what w^ashis will and pleafyie, 
but to receive their counfel, to truft and to follow it. Hav- 
ing taken upon him, foon afterthis arrival at Rome, the of- 
fice of cenfor, he degraded fuch of the fenalnrs and knights 
as he found unworthy of their dignities ; and fupplied their 
places with fuch perfonSi either from the colonies or pro- 
vinces, as were recommended tB him by men of known inr 
tegrity. By thefe means he increafed the number of fciia- 
tors to a thoufaiid, which, by repeated maflacres, had been 
reduced to two hundred He likewife flri£lly examined 
into all the courts of judicature, and reformed innumerable 
abufes and grievances, appointed new judges, apd caufed 
the laws to be digefled and reduced to a moderate compafs. 
He frequently adminiflered jullice in the forum with great 
impartiality, and univerfal applaufe. 

As Rome had lofl much of its fplendor by the late con- 
flagrations, and many houfes lay ftill in rgins, bo com- 
manded the proprietors cq rebuild them in a limited tiinci 
allowing any one to take pofleflion of the ground, if the edi- 
fices were not raifed within that term to a certain height. 
The Capitol he had ordered to be rebuilt before he left 
Alexandria; and appointed Lucius Veflinus, a Roman 
knight, to dire£l and overfee the work- By him were af- 
fembled the foothfayers, who declared, that the remains of 
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tlic former temple fliould be removed into the mai/hes^ 
that upon the fame foundations the new building Ihould be 
raifedi and that fo the temple nothing new , except height, 
fhould be added. With this variation ^he new temple w’as 
raifed in a fliort time^ and this alone was judged wanting 
to the magnificence of the former. As the late fire had de- 
ftroyed many public r^ords, he reftored three thoufand ta- 
bles of brafs, which had been melted, having with indefa- 
tigable pains found out their true copies. In thefe were re- 
corded all the decrees of the fenatc, all the ordinances of 
the people, all treaties, alliances, and privileges, granted 
to-any perfon or city, and all remarkable occurrences, from 
the foundation of Rome. In thefe and the like ufeful works 
he expended great fnms. 

He was fo far irom feekiiig the tlefiru£lion of any man. His cU~ 
that he could not behold, without fighs and tears, even the and 

greateft criminals led to execution. To all he wa^ cour- 
teous and aflrable, allowing perfons of every rank to accolt * 
him with freedom, the gates of his palace being kept con- 
fiantly open. Far from concealing the m^annefs of his 
former condition, he frequently difeourfed of it, and ufed 
10 deride thofe who, to hatter him, undertook to derive his 
pedigree front the founders of Reate, and the companions 
of Hercules. He defpifed tkles, and, with much dilficulty, 
was prevailed upon to accept that of the father of his couii- 
tiy j a title to which no one had ever a better claim. The 
king of Parthia having written to him thus, “ Arfaces, king 
of kings, to FJavips Vefjfefianus 5” he, without finding 
fault with the title, or relenting it as an affront, direi£led 
his anfwer thus 5 “ Flavius Vefpafianus, to Arfaces, king 
of kings Ihewdng thereby in what contempt he held fuch 
titles. He was fo far from being dazzled with the fplendoc 
of public honours, that, when he triumphed with his fon 
Titus over the Jews, being quite fatigued with the length 
of that ceremony, he was heard to fay, that he defervedly 
fuffered for having, at his age, defiled a triumph, as if fuch 
an honour had eyer been due to his anceflors, or hoped for 
by himfelf. He bore vith incredible patience the many 
lampoons that were difperfed ali over the town, reflefting ^ 
upon his avarice ^ and the invedlives of the philofo^hers, 
whom he had baniflied the city (K). He gave no ear to 

(K) One of thefe, a Cynic, Head of chaftiling him for hi» 
named Demetrius, meeting him infolenr behaviour, contented 
one day out of town, reviled himfelf with telling him, that 
him in, a moll outrageous man- he was a Cynic indeedi 
per ^ but the good emperor, in- 
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wliilpercrs, nor ever put any one to deatb| whofe crimes 
were not notorious, iind plainly proved (L). Though fe- 
yeral confpiracies were formed againlt him, yet he could 
not be prevailed upq;i to punilh the confpirators with death, 
faying, that they deferved rather pity than punilhment, 
lince they knew not what a burden the empire wa$. He 
took the daughter of Vitellius, his inveterate enemy, under 
bis protefiion, married her into a noble family, and allowed 
her a large dower. 

Bifirgiis He never fought to revenge the affronts which he had 
wijwritf, fuffercd in the reign of Nero ; but generoudy forgave all 
who had injured or reviled him. Being in that prince’s 
reigTT forbid the court, he had repourfe to Phccbus, the em- 
peror’s freedman, alking him, whither he fhould go. Phoe- 
bus returned him no other anfwer, but that he might go 
hanghimfelf 5 and thruft him out of his room* The freed- 
man coming to implore his pardon after he was made em- 
peror, VefpaGan was provoked no farther, than to bid him 
be gone in the fame terms. Though Mucianus aflumed far 
greater authority than was fuitable to the rank of a private 
man, and behaved with much h^ughtinefs towards the em- 
peror, boaffing, that in his own hands he had held the 
empire, but freely bellowed U upon Verpafian ; yet the em- 
peror never rebuked him bi^t in private ; and having once 
complained of him to a common friend, he ended his 
complaints with thefe remarkable words ; For I myfelf 
am but a man, and confcqucntly not free from blame 
hgm- The only fault with which h^is charged by the ancients, 
ed immoderate love of money, which^ie was not afhamed 

to procure by means altogether unworthy of a great prince. 
rice. He noc only revived the old impofitions and taxes, which 
had been fuppreifed by Galba ; but loaded the provinces 
with new tributes : he bought commodities, that he might 
fell them to advantage ; and defeended to fome very low 
and unufual impoffs, layii^ one even upon urine \ which 
gave occafion to his fon Titus to remonftrate again (I the 
meannefs of fuch an impofition ; but he, prefenting the 
firft money that accrued from that tax to his fon, alked 
him, whether the fmell off^ended him. Neither did he 

I 

c Suet. cap. 8, 9, 11, la, 14. 

(L) His friends having be- ful, adding pleafantly, When 
foQgbi him to beware of Me- he w invefted with the fove- 
tiiis Pom pofianus, who was born, reignty, he will, I hope, re- 
they faid, under a confldlatioo member my friendfhip, and re*' 
that promifed h'un tbe empii:e, quite k.’* 
he immediately named him con- 

^ fcruple 
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fcruple the felling of any office, nor pardoning any crimi- 
nal, howerer enormous nis offences were, provided lie could 
with a fum of mqncjr redeem himfelf from the deferved pu-^ 
nifliment. He is faid to have preferrp,|d to the moll profit- 
able employments fuch of his officers as were noted for their 
avarice and rapaciouliiefs, and to have made ufe of them as 
fponges, by wetting them when they were dry, and 
^'queezing them when they w^ere wet He often drove to 
dirguife his avarice by a joke. Thus certain ambaffadors 
having acquainted him, that by the council of their nation, 
a conSderable fum of money was decreed for creiEling him 
a ^atuc in the form of a coloffus, Here is the bafis (faid 
he, llretcliing oqt his hand) ^ lay the money down here, 
and the datuc is reared (L).” 

Some writers think, that he was naturally covetous ; and 
tell us, that he was upbraided with avaiice oy an old herdf- 
man, who, earncdly intreating the emperor, upon his ac- 
ceflion to the empire, to grant him his liberty without ran- 
fomi and being denied it, cried out fo as to be beard by the 
whole multitude, The wolf may change his hair, but not 
his c[ualities.” Other authors excufe him on account of the 
urgent iieceffities of the date, and the emptinefs of the ex- 
chequer, when he fird came to the government 5 for he then 
publicly declared in the fenjite, that the republic could not 
fubfid without a fupply of a hundred and forty millions of 
iefterces. This is, by the generality of writers, thought 
the mod prob^bl^ opinion, becaufe he always employed his 
« 

* Suet, in Vefp. cap. iS. 

(L) One of his favourites 
having one day begged of him 
the fupcrintetidence of his 
houlhold for one whom he pre- 
tended to be his brother, the 
tmperor evaded his lequefl for 
theprefem and, fending after- 
wards for the perfon whom he 
had recommended, he received 
of him the fum, which was to 
have been paid to the other for 
his inrereft, and beftowed on 
him the employment. When 
the favourite returned to folicit 
in behalf of his pretended bro- 
ther, You muft find out an- 
pother [aBfwered the em- 


peror) ; for the perfon, whom 
you recommended, proves in 
the end to be my brother, and 
notyour’s.” One day, while 
he was traveiling in a litter, the 
muleteer flopped, under pre- 
tence of having Jiis mules fhoed, 
but in reality to give an oppor- 
tunity to a perfon of accofiing 
the emperor, and craving fome 
favour. Of this Vcfpafian was^ 
apprifed i and therefore, having 
pleafantly aiked the muleteer 
what he had received for fhoe- 
ing his mules, he obliged him 
to account for half rheiiini (1). 
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(1) Suet, in VcTp. cap, 1$. 
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rereniie to great and noble purpofcs, and laid it out \rjth 
uncommon generofity. His public works and edifices were 
very expenfive ; his prelents and peniions numerous ; his 
fcafts and cntertainftients frequent and magnificent. He 
fupported a great number of poor fenatorsj allowed five 
hundred thoufand fefterces a-year to* every decayed confu- 
lar; reftored to their former luftre a^gieac many towns, that 
had been ruined by fire or earthquakes ; and repaired the 
public roads and aquedufts. He was a great cncouragerof 
learning, and the firfl who fettled falaries upon the profef- 
fors of rhttoric, to be paid yearly out of the exchequer. 
He invited to Rome, with liberal allowances, not only ^le 
moll celebrated poets, but fcch artificers and workmen at 
were famous in any part of the world. Of the latter, one 
Ikillcd in mechanics having nlFered to convey certain co- 
lumns of vafl weight into the capital at a very fmall charge, 
the emperor rewarded him for his invention ; but would 
not employ him, faying, we mull not debar the common 
people from earning their livelihood ^ Such was in general 
the condutl of Vefpafian. We lhall now proceed to the 
moll remarkable a£lions of his leigii, digefted according to 
the order of time. 

Though Vefpafian had, during his firft confulfhip, re- 
fiorcd Rome to her former trail quillity, yet he did not re- 
fign thefafees on the firft of January ; but choofing for his 
colleague M. Cocceius Nerva, afterwards emperor, conti- 
nued to difebarge that office till the calends of March, when 
he was fucceeded by his fon DoiTiitiaii, as was Nerva by Q. 
Pedius Callus. This year Titus having, by the taking or 
Jcrufalcm, entirely reduced the Jcwilli nation, returned to 
Rome j where he wa^ received with all poflible demonftra- 
tions of joy, and honouied with a triumph, which was de- 
creed by the fenate both to him and his father } fur Vefpa- 
fian had begun that war with great fuccefs. They both 
triumphed about the latter end of April, difplaying on that 
occafion all the wealth of the Jewifh nation. To Titus 
M^as likewife decreed a triumphal arch, deferibing his noble 
exploits ; which continues to this day almoft entire, as a 
lafting monument of his v^florics over the Jews. The tri- 
umph was no fooner over, than Vefpafian commanded the 
temple of Janus to he iliut, a profound peace now reigning 
in every part of the empire. Soon after, he began the tem- 
ple of Peace, which being finiftied in four years, the fpoils 
of the temple of Jerufalem were there depofited. 'i'itiis, 
before his arrival at Rome, had been honoured by his father 

^ Suer, in Vefp. cap. 17, iS. 
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^tb the title of emperor, and taken for bis colleague in 
the tribunitial power ; fo that being, in a manner, his part- 
ncr in the empire, he difcliarged all the funftions of fo- 
vereignty. He even took upon him rtie command of the pawtr. 
praetorian guards, by which means that office became, as 
Aurelius Vidor obfcfves, the moft honourable employment 
in the whole empire. • 

Cefennius Paitua, whom Vefpafian had appointed gover- 
nor of Syria in the room of IVluciaiuis, having written to 
the emperor, that Antioch us, king of Comagene, and his 
foil Epiphanes, had held private conferences with Volo- 
g^fes, king of the Parthiaiia, and were difpofed to revolt 
from the Romans, the emperor, without examining the 
charge, which Jofeplius fufpeds to have been quite ground- 
lefs, allowed Pjctiis to take what meafures he thought moft 
proper. In coiifequence of. this peiniiflion, Patus, who 
bore fome private animoHiy to AntiochUvS, entered his do- 
minions in a hoflilc manner ; and being joined by Arlllo- 
biilus, king of Chalcis, and Sohemus, king of Emefus, 
feized Samofata, the metropolis of Comagene, defeated 
Epiphanes and Calliiiicus, the two foils of Antiochus, and 
obliged the kingliimfclf to take flieltcr in Cilicia, where he 
poflefTed fome domains. The young princes found a 
fafe afylum at the court gf Vologcfcs, who entertained 
them in a manner fnitable to their rank ; but Antiochus 
was, by order of Pxtus, feized in Cilicia, and loaded with 
chains, a circumftance which Vefpafian no fooner knew, 
than he commanded him tc^be fet at liberty. His kingdom, Cnmagtnt 
however, was rediTced to a Roman province, known by the 
name of Augulteupliratcriana, or Euph rate fi ana, becaufc 
it extended along the Euphrates. Antiochus was allowed ^ 
to retire to Laceda-*mon, whence he removed foon after to 
Rome ; where both he and his two fons, whom Vefpafian 
took under his protc£lion, at the recommendation of the 
Parthian king, w^ere fuppnrtcd fuitabic to their rank at the 
public charge ^ 

In the following year, llomitian being conful the fecond 
time, with Valerius M«i/lriliiius, Vefpafian reduced Greece, 
which Nero had declared free, and likewife Lycia, Rhodes, 
Byzantium, Samos, Thr^ice, and Cilicia, to Romaic pro- ' 

Vinces, alleging, that they were no longer capable of liber- 
ty, fince they only made ufe of it to undo themfelves by 
their inteftlne difl'enfinns. This year Vefpafian condemned 
to banifiirnenl the celebrated Hclvidius PrifcUiS. He was 

^ Jofeph. lib, vii. cap. 9. & lib. vi. cap. ay. Suet. lib. viii. cap. 8. 
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a native of Terracina, and the fon of a centurion : but, 
his ihining talents. Toon diftinguilhed himfelf in Rome. 
When he was very yoUng, he applied himfelf to the ftudy 
of philofophy, not, 'as many did in thofe days, to difguife 
indolence under a pompous name, bpt in order to engage 
in the public adminiftration with a mind fortified againlt 
all difafters. Before he had rifen hf^her than the quaeltor- 
lliip, he was chofen by the famous Thrafea Fsetus for a 
hufband to .his daughter. From the character of his wife’.; 
father he copied nothing fo ftudioufly, as his undaunted li- 
berty in fpeaking his fentiments, never to be fliaken by fear, 
and ever immoveable in what he judged conducive to the 
public welfare. When Thrafea was condemnedj he was 
driven into exile, but recalled by Galba, and honoured by 
Vefpafian, in the firft year of his reign, with the piretor- 
fhip. He fpoke with great fieedom in the fenate againft 
the arbitrary proceedings of Galba, Otho, and Vitellius j 
neither did be fpare Yefpafian, but inveighed againft him 
with as muchbitternefs as bis father-in-law had ever fpoke 
againft Nero. The emperor, however, patiently bore with 
him, till he began openly to folemnize the birth-day of 
Brutus and that of CaiTius i to encourage the people to fol- 
low their example, and attempt the recovery of their an- 
cient liberty : then Vefpafian c^uTed him to oe feized ; but 
foon after difmifl’cd him unhurt, contrary to the advice of 
all his friends. Helvidius, forgetful of the kindnefs the 
emperor had Oiewn him, purfued his foimer courfe ; and 
was again accufed, and condenfiied to banifhment. As he 
could not refrain, even in the place of his exile, from ex- 
claiming with great bitternefs againft the emperor, he was 
at length by the fenate fentenced to death. Vefpafian en- 
deavoured to fave him, and fent orders to countermand the 
execution ; but they came too late, Mucianus having de- 
tained the meflengers, under various pretences, till the fen- 
ten ce was put in execution s. 

VerpaGan being conful the fifth time, and Titus the third, 
nothing memorable happened during their adminiilratloii, 
except the cenfus, which was performed by them in quality 
of cenfors, the emperor having taken his fon for his col- 
league in that dignity. This is the laft cenfus we find men- 
tioned in hiftory They both retained the fafees till the 
calenda of April of the following year, when Vefparian re- 
£gaied them to Dtomidan, and Titus to Mucianus. At this 
period the emperor confecrated the temple of Peace, and 

C Dio, in Excerpt, Val. p. 705. col. 66. p. 750 Suetoii. cap. 15^ 
Piui. lib. vii. ep. 19. ^ Cenrorinusde die natali. 
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raifed a coloffus of brafs ont hundred and ten feet high, 
which had been defigned for Nero ; but inftead of his head, 
that of Titus was placed upon it, or, as others aflert, the 
figure of the Sun *- in the two following yearc, Vefpafian 
being conful the feventh and eighth time, and Titus the 
fifth and fixth, nothing happened at Rome, or in any part 
of the empire, whiclt authors have thought worth tranf- 
to pofterity- 

L. Osionius Commodus and D. Novius Prifeus being con- 
fuls, the celebrated Cneius Julius Agricola was fent into 
Britain, to govern that province in the room of Julius Fron- 
timus. As we fllall have frequent occafioii to fpeak of this 
renowned commander, we (liali here briefly recount hJs 
courfe of life and purfuits, before he diflinguifhed himfelf 
by his memorable exploits in this ifland. He wa^ bom in 
the colony of Forojulium, nowFrejus, in Narbonne Gaul; 
and both his grandfathers were procurators to the emperors; 
a dignity peculiar to the equeflrian order. His father, Julius 
Grxeinus; was a fenator famous for his eloquence and phi- 
lofophy, put to death by Caligula for refuGng to accufe 
Marcus Silanus. His mother, Julia Agricola, a woman re- 
markable for her modefty, brought him up in his tender 
years under her eye, and with great care. In liis early youth 
he ftudied philofophy and in the i^ity of Marfeilles, with 
more affiduity, as he himfelf ufed to declare, than became a 
Roman, and a fenator, till the diferetion of his mother check- 
ed his ardour. Reafon and age afterwards qualified his heat ; 
fo that he contentq^ himft^f with a limited meafure of phi- 
lofopby. He learned the firft rudiments of war in Britain, 
under Suetonius Paulinus, one of the greateft commanders 
of his age, by whom he was diilinguifhed with particular 
marks of friendflnp and effeem. He was not one of thofe 
young men who turn warfare into riot; but ftudied to ac- 
quaint himfelf with the province, to be known to the army, 
to learn of fuch as had experience, to follow fuch as were 
Worthy and brave, to fcck for no exploits from oftentation, 
to refufe none through fear. He would not afTume the 
title and office of tribufle, till he thought himfelf well qua- 
lified for that command : neithef did he make ufe of it, as 
many did in thofe days, to Indulge his pleafures with-'morc 
liberty, or to abfent himfelf from duty ; but to encourage 
others, by his example, to bear with patience the toils at- 
tending the profcflioii of arms. Paulinus was engaged 
In a dangerous war with the Britons, Agricola had an op- 

^ Plin. lib. xxxiv. cap. 7, 
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portunity of improving hifldfelf in the kaowlegc of military 
affiuTS under fo great a mailer. 

Hii prtftw^ Departing from Britain to RomCi to enter upon the pub- 
lie ofilceB, he was fiirt fent into Aiia as qusftor, where he had 
SalvIusTitianus for proconful,but neither the province, in It- 
felf very rich, nor Titianus, though h&nt upon all afts of ra- 
pine, and ready, upon the fmalled encouragement, to have 
purchafed a mutual connivance in iniquity, corrupted his pro- 
bity. He was afterwards created tribune of the people; but 
paired the year of his tribuneihip in repofe and ina^livity, 
well apprilcd, that, under Nero, lloth was the beft fecurity. 
With the like indolence he held the prxtorihip, exhibitipg, 
however, as was incumbent upon theprxtors, public fport5> 
according to the meafure of his wealth, not favouring of 
prodigality, but dill deferving popular applaufe. Being af- 
tervf^ards appointed by Galba to furvey the gifts and obla- 
tions belonging to the temples, by a diligent fearch, he pro- 
cured full reditution of all, except what had been facrile- 
gioufly taken away by Nero. In the year following, his 
mother was killed by the foldiers of Otho, upon her edate 
at Intemelium, now Ventimiglia ; and the edate itfqlf plun- 
dered, with great part of her treafure, which had proved 
the caufe of the murder. As Agricola hadened from Home, 
to folemnize her funeral, he received intelligence upon the 
road, that Vefpanan had alTumed the title of emperor, and 
indantly efpoufed his party. Upon his return from Intc- 
melium, he was employed by Mucianus to levy forces; and, 
as he difcitarged that truft with great uprightnefs and fide- 
lity, he was preferred to the commancT of the twentieth le- 
gion, then in Britain, their own commander being found 
void of authority to keep them to their duty. Vettius Bu- 
lanus was at that time governor of Britain; but, as he ruled 
with great geritlcnefs, Agricola had no opportunity of ilii- 
tinguidiing hinil'elf by any military exploits. Bolanus wjs 
fucceeded by Petilius Cerealis, who attacked the Brigaiites, 
the mod powerful people of the whole illand ; and, after 
many encounters, fome of which proved very bloody, held 
molt purl of their country by cunqued, or continued lu 
ravage it by war. Under him Agricola had opportunities 
• to d^^play his valour and abilities. 

Raiftd.iQ Upon his return from Britain, where he had commanded 
tkt rank 9 f a legion, he was by Vefpafian raifed to the rank of a patri- 
mpatn ciaii, ami afterwards appointed governor of Aquitain; which 
^Hmund difeharged with great judice and ability. Me was 

wr'M thw sfter three years recalled, and honoured with the conful- 
fliip 9 which office he enjoyed during the two lad rhonths of 
the preceding year. Before he ended his confulffiip^ be 

con- 
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CoAtrtaed his daughter to Tacitus the hiftorian, who Was 
yet very youn^i and her to him in marriage as ioon 
as he had reHgned the fafees. He was then immediately 
promoted to the government of BritaiTi, and at the fame 
time honoured with tfcc pontifical dignity 

VefpaOan being conful the ninth time, and Titus the 
feventn, Julius sAinuS, who, as we have already related, 
had caufed himfelf to be jproclaimed Csfar, was at length 
difeovered, feized, and put to death. After his defeat, he 
had fled to his country-dwelling, and fet it on fire, in order 
to raife a report, that he had periihed : and indeed he was 
thvre believed to have fuflered a voluntary death ; but he 
lay concealed with his treafures (for he was immenfely rich) 
in a cave, which he had caufed to be dug in a folitary place, 
and which was known only to two of his freedmen, upon 
whofe fidelity he could depend. He might have eafily with- 
drawn into Germany but could not prevail upon himfelf 
to abandon his wife Empona, whom he tenderly loved^ 
Sabinus did not for fome time even undeceive his wife ; 
who folemnized his exequies with great pomp, bewailed 
him with many tears, and at laft, no longer able to bear the 
lofs of her hufband, refolved not to outlive him, and be»n 
to abilain from all food. Alarmed at this refolution, Sa-» 
binus, by means of Martiahs, one of his freedmen, in* 
formed her, that he was Hill alive) and acquainted her with 
the place where he lay concealed, cautioning her at the fame 
time to fupprefsher joy, left the fecret might be thence be- 
trayed. Empona, ^ough ill the utmoft tranfports of joy, 
continued to lament him as dead) but, in the mean time, 
pafled great part of the night with him, and fometiihcs 
whole weeks, pretending bufinefs in the country. She had 
even two children by him, who were born and brought up 
in the cave. She concealed the whole with exemplary fi- 
delity, and wonderful addrefs : ihe even found means to 
convey him in difguife to Rome^ upon what motive wc 
know not, and from thence back to his cave. 

After he had pafled nine years in this condition, he was 
at length difeovered by fi)me peifona, who narrowly watch- 
ed his wife, upon her oeing frequently abfent, and followed 
her to the cave, without being difeovered. Sabinus* was 
immediately feized, and fent to Rome, loaded with chains, 
together with his wife, who, throwing berfelf at the em- 
peror’s feet, and prefehting to him her two children, en- 
deavoured with her tears and entreaties to move him to 
compaflion. Vefpafian could not forbear weeping at fo 

^ Tacit, Vit. Agric. cap. 9. 
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andpta to moving an objef); ; but neverthelefs condemned both ber 
death ytith and her hufband, and caufed them to be foon after executed. 
huswife, "phe two children were faved, and with great care brought 
up at the public ex^tbnce. 

‘ execution of SatiinuSi AHetius Csecina, 

confpire^ of whom we have often fpoken in the reign of Vitelliusj and 
againJiVeJ- ^prius Marcellas, an abandoned acctifer in the reign ofNe- 
pajian ; ro, entered into a confpiracy againlt the emperor, and drew 
into it great numbers of the pnetorian guards : but before 
the confpiracy was ripe for execution, one of the confpira- 
■ tors betrayed the whole to Titus, and even delivered a copy 
of the fpeech which Cxcina was to pronounce to the fol- 
diers after the adaflinationi written with his own hand. 
hut ^re tut fufficicnt evidence; and therefore Titus, the night 

■ after this difcovery, having invited Caicina to fupper, caufed 
him, without any farther enquiry or trial, to be murdered 
in the baiiqueting-room. Marcellas was tried and con- 
demned by the fenatc ; but prevented the execution of the 
feiiteiicc, by cutting his throat with a razor K Before Vef- 
paflan reflgned the confullhip, he was feized with a pain in 
his bowels, which obliged him to repair from Campania, 
where he then was, to Rome; and from thence to Cutyli;^, 
his paternal eftate in the neighbourhood of Reatc, which 
he vifited every fummer, in drder to drink certain waters, 
in great reputation on account of their extreme coolnefs. 
Here he was feized firft with a fever, and afterwards with 
a flux, occafioned by the immoderate ufe of cold water, 
which brought him lo low, thdt all ab;*ut him began to de- 
fpair of his recovery. However, he ftill attended bufinefs, 
received ambaffadors, and gave audience to his minillers. 
Once, as he found himfelf ready to faint, If 1 am not 
miflakeii, (he cried out), 1 am going to be a god,’’ ridiculing 
the cullom of the Romans, who placed their emperors, af- 
ter death, in the number of their gods, and honoured them 
with divine worfhip. Upon the approach of death, he 
cried out with his ufual bravery and refolution, “ An em- 
peror ought to die ftanding tjut while he endeavoured to 
Yr. of FI. rife, he expired in the arms of hfs attendants. His death 
24a8._ happened on the twenty-fourth of June, in the feventy- 
eighith year of the Chriflian aera, after he had lived fixty- 
nine years, feven months, and feveii days, and reigned 
ten years, fix days excepted, from the time he was pro- 
claimed emperor in the city of Alexandria. 

His death was univerfally lamented ; and his memoiy 
gratefully preferved by fuen as were true friends to their 

1 Suet, in Tit. cap. 6. Dio, lib. lzvi,p. 751. Taciti Hift. lib. iv. 
cap. 6. 
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country. In war, he was next to Julius Caefar, and to 
guftus in peace } aird feemed to have been raifed by Provi- 
dence to preferve the empire frbm utter deftru^ion. Great- 
hefs and majefty, ftys Pliny, wrought no alteration in him, 
but that of making hig power of doing good anfwerablc to 
his will. He was the fccond Roman emperor, if not the 
firftj who died a natural death ; and the firlt who was fuc- 
ceeded by his Ton. He is faid to have been fo confident, 
that the empire was by the laWs of fate deftined to him, and 
his pofterity, that he affirmed in the frnate, he fhouid, in 
oppolition to all plots and confpiracies, retain the fovereign- 
ty to his death, and be fuccesdedin it by his two Tons. His 
obfequics were performed With extraordinary pomp by Ti- 
tus (N). 

Vefpafian founded various colonies in different parts of Hiscok- 
the empire ; one at Emmaus, about fixty furlongs from Jc- "w- 
rufalem, to which place he gave the name of Nicopolis, or 
the Ci^ of Viftory J one at Caefarea, which was from him 
called Flaviana, with the addition of Prima, as being the firfl 
in dignity of all the cities in Palseffine. Develte, or, as 
fomecall it, Deuite, in Thrace, Sinope in Pontus, and Fla- 
viobrigia in Spain, now Bilbao, are by Tome writers rec- 
koned among the colonies founded by Vefpafian Nea- 
polis in Samaria, called formerly Sichem, Samofata the ca- 
pital of Comagene, Tripolis in Phoenicia, Chalcis and Phi- 
ladelphia in Syria, Cyrene in Libya, Critia in Bithynia, and 
Eumenea in Phrygia, bore each the name of Flaviana ; 
whence fome writer^conclude Roman colonies to have been 
fettled in all thefe cities, either by VefpaGan himfelf, or 
one of his children. 

VefpaGan was fucceeded in the empire by his eldelt fon Titus 
Titus, who was born the 30th of December, about the time ^^redem^ 

™ Vide Spanh. lib. vii. & Baud. p. z9i. b Vide Baud, p, 

769, Si Norris de Epoch. Syro-Macedon. 

(N) The Romans were at this nating the deceafed emperor, 
time To prepoderouGy fond of demanded aloud, what the wholie 
mimics and farces, that ftiey expence of the ceremony a- 
Were exhibited even at the fune- moimted to ; ami being told, to 
Jals of perfons of quality, when one hundred thoufandfefleftes, 
the pantomimes ufed to perfo- ** Give me the money, (laid he, 

Aate the deceafed, counterfeit Itrecching out his hand, and 
their fpeech, and imitate their counterfeiting the emperor’s 
adions. At the obfequies of fpeech), and throw my carcafe, 

VefpaGan, u celebrated panto- if you plcaic, into the Tiber 
Wmc, by name Favor, perfo- (1)-” 

(1) &uctOB. cap. 
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ef the death of Caligiihi that U| in the 40th year of the 
^ Chrifkan serai lb that he was mw thirty-nine years of age^ 
was bfougfit up with Bntannicua in the court of ^r0| 
aij^ it faiil to baye Rafted the poifon which was given to the 
priim at the ^peroA table.^ "We are told than an 
aftrbi^gerv being conlillt^ by Kltaflus, the celebrated 
&eedman of Oandiusi relatiog to ' the lot of Britani^uii 
aofwereds th^ .by ^ laws of fate» the empire was not 
dettined to him but to TituSf who happened to ftand by bhn. 
Hii educM^ Titus, from hia tender years, fplbw^ with much applicar 
don the ftudy of rhetoric and poetry, and made great pro* 
^grfkis ferved firft in quality of tribune in^r* 

niany, aild afterwards in Britain ; and in both provinces 
thtempirt, gain^ ito lets reputation by his modeft and engaging be- 
haviour than by his courage. Upon bis return from Bri- 
tain he pleaded fome cauies of great importance with un- 
common wplaufe. While he was very young he married 
Arricidia Tertulla,^whofe father was only a Roman knightp 
but had been captain of the pnetorian guards. Upon her 
death he efpoufed Maitia Fumilla, defeended of an illultri-* 
ous family; but divorced her after he had one daughter by 
her, named Julia Sabina. After his quaellorlhip, which he 
difeharged with great reputation, he was advanced to the 
command of a legion, and attended his father into Judwa 
in quality of his lieutenant. In that war he diftinguilhed ' 
bimfelf, as appears from Jofephus, in a very eminent man- 
ner ; reduced, while he ferved under his father, fome 
ftrpng places, and gained the imputation both of a brave and 
prudent leader. TCing fent by Vefpafian to congratulate 
Galba upon his acccilion to the empire, and to receive his 
,dire£rions concerning the profecution of the war againft the 
jews, it was reported by the populace at Rome, that Galba 
had fent for him in order to adopt him. Ground for this 
report was adminiftered, as Tacitus obferves, by the condi- 
tion of the emperor, ancient and childlefs, and the great 
eharafter of Titus, who was judged equal to any degree of 
fortune, however elevated. But, having received at Cy-* ' 
rinth authentic advice of the musder of Galba, he return^ 
to hisfadier, to whom he reconciled Mucianua, goverudc 
of iSyria; for, between Vefpafian and him, as the one ruled 
over Judflsa, and the other over Syria, great animoktiea 
reigned, occafioned by their governing two neighbousth^ 
provinces". 


• Tacit. Hift. lib. ii. cap. 77. Suet, in Tit. cap. i, a, 3, 5, Phi- 
loftr. in Vit. Apoll. Ty, lib. vii. cap. j. jofeph. Bell. Jud. lib.ivi 
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He was left by his father in Jndaea to profccqte the war Ukfl 
againll the Jew^. Upon their parting Titus gave a hgnal i^fmtkgr 
inftance of hii good-nature and afie£Hon towards his bro- ^ 

ther Domitian : for the emperor being^informed that Do» 
mitian had already abandoned himfelf to all manner of de- ^ 

baucheryi and afliimed more authority than was fuitable to 
a fon only, was highly'^ncenfed againft him. Titus, there- Hhimd-’ 
fore, upon the departure of his father for Italy, pleaded "A ^ ^ 
with great affeflion and eameftnefs in favour of his brother, 
befceching the emperor to beware of being ralhly incenfed 
by intelligence from fuch as brought criminal reprefenta- 
tions. Vefpafian was not fo much reconciled to Domitian, 
as charmed with the tender affe£tion of Titus. He defired 
him to reft perfe£tly eafy, and to ftudy how to aggrandize 
the commonwealth by war, and the ezercife of arms ; addi^ 
ing, that it (houldbe his talk to infure the public peace and 
that of his family Of the condu£l and military atchieve** 
ments of Titui, during the war which he carried on againft 
the Jews, the reader wiU find an account in our hiftory of 
that nadon. 

After the reduAIon of Jernfalem, inftead of returning to 
Rome, he went to Alexandria, where he aiGfted at the 
confecration of the ox ApiSi wearing a diadem \ which cir- 
cumftance, together with hh deferring from time to time 
his journey into Italy, and his giving a private audience at 
Zeugma to the ambafladors of the Parthian king, occalioncd 
a report, that he defigned to revolt from his father, and 
make himfelf empejor of ftie Eaft. This rumour obliged i^imnuU 
him to haften his departure for Rome, where he was rc^ 
ceived with acclamations of joy, and honoured with one of 
the mod magnificent triumphs the city bad ever beheld. 

He was dignified by the fenate with the title of Csefar, and 
by his father taken, in fome degree, for his colleague in the 
empire ; fince, with him, he excrcifcd the cenforflup, the 
tribunitial power, feven confulfhips, and managed all the 
affairs of the empire, writing even letters, and arawing up 
edi£^s, in his father’s name. 

Tacitus tells us, that he was more ftrid: and referved in 
his own reign than in that of his father i and Suetonius 
charges him with pride, cruelty, and even avarice. When 
any onei fays the latter writer, gave him, by his unguarded 
conduA, the leaft umbrage, he hired people to demand his 
doom in the theatre, and in the camp of the prsetorian 
guards, and then condemned him without farther proof or 
trial. In adminiftcring juftioe he was eafily hiaffed by pre* 

r Tacit. Hift. lib. iv. cap. 51. 



|Bi Ulot Roman Hiftory. 

fents, fold federal employments of great trail unknown to 
his father, and indulged himfelf in feftivity and pleafures, 
fpending great part of the night in riotous banquets, with 
the inoft diflblute o( the Roman youth, with eunuchs, ca- 
tamites, and proHitutos. His paOipn for Berenice, the 
daughter of Agrippa the Great, and fitter of Agrippa II. 
king of Iturea, waS highly cenfured by the Roman people, 
who confidered him as a lecond Neroj fo that fcarcc ever 
any man arrived at the empire with a more fuilied reputa- 
tion, or more abhorred by the populace 
Oo^>rus Upon his acceffion to the empire all tlicfe accufatinns 
ivitk great turned to his praifeand reputation 5 for no prince ever go- 
m^deration. greater moderation and humanity. Soon after 

bis father's death be dilmifled the b^tiful queen Berenice, 
who had followed him tp Rome with her father Agrippa, 
the hit king of Judsa ; and obliged her not only to with- 
draw from the city, but from Italy, though he was paf- 
fionately fond of her-, and this ftep he took merely out of 
complaifance to the fenate and people, who were difpleaf- 
cd to fee their emperor captivat^ with the charms of a fo- 
Hii eonduSi reigtl woman Though his brother Domitian pretended 
towards to an equal Ihare in the government, and raifed great dif- 
his brother^ tur^ancea in the city, by arrogantly maintaining that his 
father had left him partner iii‘the empire, but that the will 
had been falfified j yet he qould not prevail upon himfelf 
either to punilh or banifii him : on the contrary, be treated 
him as his colleague in the empire, conjuring him often in 
private, wiih tears in bis eyes, •'not tp fiatc a brother who 
hore him a fincere and tender affeftion, and was willing to 
^llow him a due ihare in the adminiilration Pliny ob- 
ferves, that Julius Bafliis dreaded Titus, on account of his 
intimacy with Domitian ; but that he received no injury at 
the hands of the former, whereas he was banifhed by the 
latter. The emperors, ever fince the reign of Tiberius, 
had paid no regard to the ordinances of their predecefibrs, 
granting to cities, or particular perfons, privileges, immu- 
nities, or exemptions, till fuch grants were confirmed by 
thetnfelves, after the charters were* firft carefully examined. 
Cwnfirmi^ But Titus, Without fuffering any application to be made to 
aU the confirmed them all by one general edi£l j and his cx- 

^hl!ridi followed by moft of his fucceffors. He could 

affln* ‘ prevail upon himfelf to difmifs any fuitor difistisfied, 
6r without fome hopes of fuccefs. Being admonifhed by 
fbme of his friends, that he had promifed more than he 

q Suet. cap. 6, 7. Tacit. Hilt. lib. iv. cap. ■ Suet. cap. 7 r 

i Idem in Dom, cap. 1, & 9. 
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could eafily perform, he replied, that no man Oiould de- 
part diflatfsfied from the prefence of a prince. It is well 
known, that, being told one night he had bellowed no fa- 
vour that day, he ezprefled his difla^isfa£lion and regret 
with that memorable faying, ■* Myfriends, I have loft a day.” 

He treated the people with extraordinary kindnefs and Hu cm- 
complaifance. Having defigned to exhibit a Ihew of gla- 
diators, he lignified by proclamation, that it fhould be ex- 
hibited, not according to his pleafure, but that of the peo- 
ple ; and he was fo far from refuiing what they defired, 
that he earneftly folicited them to declare what they liked 
heft, complying with their tafte, though difagreeing with 
his own. He allowed free accefs, even while he was bath- 
ing, and received evm perfon with great affability and con- 
defeenfion, yet fo aaV maintain the dignity of bis rank, 
and the majefty of an emperor. No man’s property he 
ever coveted ^ he often refufed the ufual prefents, and fuch 
contributions as were due to him : ncverthclefs, of all his 
predeceffors, none was more generous than he, nor ex- 

E ended larger fums in private bounties, in fliews, and in 
uildings. After he had dedicated the famous amphitheatre 
and finiflied with incredible expedition certain baths clo^ 
to it, he exhibited, at an immenfe charge, a (hew of gla- 
diators, a naval battle in the old naumachia, and brought 
into the arena five thoufana wild beads of all kinds. 

When he entered upon the office of chief pontiff, he fo- 
lemnly declared, he took upon him that dignity in order to 
preferve his hands undefil^, and pure fromfhedding blood : 
and from that tirrit be never was acceffary to any man’s 
death, though he might have exerted feverity with great 
jufticej but, however provoked, he fpared the criminals, 
declaring, that he had rather die himfelf than put another 
to death. He gave the following inftance of his great cle- His ck~ 
njency : two patricians having confpired againft him, were mimj. 
difcQvered, convided, and fentenced to death, by the fe- 
nate^ But the human^ emperor freely forgave them, ad- 
monifiiing them only in private, that in vain they afpired 
to the empire, which was given by deftiny, exhorting them 
to be fatisfied with the rank in which by Providence they 
had been placed, and offering tliem any thing elfe wjiich itp 
Was in his power to grant. At the fame time he difpatcbed 
a meffenger to the mother of one of the traitors, who was 
then at a great diftance, and under deep concern about the 
fate of her Ton, to affure her, that he was alive, and out of 
danger. He invited them the fame night to his table, and. 
having next day placed them by him at a ftiew of gladiators, 
when the weapons of the combatants were, accordhig 

■NT . 
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to cuftotniprefentod to him, hedcfired they would examlns 
them^ The law of majefly he utterly abrogated, and 
would not fuffer any perfon to be profecutcd for fpeaking 
difrefpeftfully of himfelf, or the emperors his predeceflbrs ; 
faying, If they blacken my chara£Ier undefervcdly, they 
ought rather to be pitied than punifhed ; if defervedly, it 
would be a cruel piece of injuftice to punifh them for fpeak- 
ing truth. As for my predecelTors, if they are truly gods, 
they are in a condition to revenge, when they think fit, the 
injuries done them, and Hand in no need of my afiifiance 
and power The informers were the only perfons againfl 
whom he proceeded with unrelenting feverity, caufing them 
tobepubliclyicoucged,to be ezpofed to open view, andtotfie 
infults of ihe populace in the forum^^e amphitheatre, and 
the circus, and then to be either fofllfbr Haves, or banifti- 
ed to defert iflands He was a prince, according to Sue- 
tonius, in whom all virtues centred, without the allay of 
one vice. 

Towards the end of the year 79 of the Chriftian sera, and 
firfi of Titus’s reign, Campania was alarmed with a moil 
dreadful eruption of Mount Vefuvius, which laid wafte the 
country to a great difiance, and deftroyed a great many 
cities with their inhabitants, among the refi Pompeii and 
Herculaneum. The former had fufilsred much by an earth- 
quake in the year 63 of the Chrifiian sera, but had been 
rebuilt, and embellimed with feveral ftately edifices, efpe- 
cially a theatre, in which the people were afiembled, and 
intent upon the public fiicws, wjjen the city was fwallowed 
up by an earthquake, which attended the eruption of the 
flames from the mountain. The cities of Puteoli and pumse 
were greatly damaged, partly by the earthquake, partly 
by the burning allies ; which, if the ancients are to be cre- 
dited, reached Africa, Egypt, and Syria, and at Rome 
turned day into night, to the great terror of the inhabitants. 
Pliny the elder, who was then at Mifenum, where he com- 
manded the fleet, having difeovered this cloud on the firfi 
of November, and not knowing whence it iflued, went im- 
mediately on board one of the gallips, and failed towards 
Mount VefuviuB. He was foon met by great numbers of 
perfons, who, in finall bohts, were flying from the dread- 
ful conflagration ; but neverthelefs, prompted by his cu- 
riofity, he purfued his courfe, though ftones, afiies, and 
earth began already to Ihower down upon his veflel. We 
are alfo Cold that, Co his great furprize, he found a new 
cape formed by the earth, and huge ftones thrown put by 

K cap. 9. ” Dio, lib, Iviii. p. 3^ ^ Suet. cap. 19. 
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the mountain. However, he proceeded with great intre* 
pidity ; and, reaching Stabix, between Pompeii and Sur* 
rentum. thoueh the inhabitants had all abandoned the place 
pafled the night there, the better to o^ferve the mountain’ 
which feeroed all on a blaze. The fame night a dreadful 
earthquake happenectat Stabix, and fuch a huge quantity 
of ftonesfell, that Plipy rcfolved to put to fea, but waspre- 
vented by contrary winds. At length the 6re approaching, 
he attempted to faye himfelf by flight ; but, though fuL 
ported by two of his flaves, he foon fell, fuffbgated, as k n ^ s 
fiippofed, by the thickijefs of the air, and the infupportable 
(tench of fulphur. His body was found three days after, tUeiV 
and interred by his nephew, Pliny the younger, who was 
then at Mifenum, and narrowly efcaped the fame fate, as 
he himfelf relates in ^is Epidle^ This is the firft erup- 
tion of Mount Vefuvius we find mentioned in hillory. 

In the courfe of the fame year Titus alTumed the title of Agrie§U‘t 
emperor with the ufual folemnity, on account of the ad- ficimdcam. 
vantages which the brave Agricola had gained in Britain 
during his fecond campaign in that illand. Neat year Titus, 
now conful the eighth time, with his brother Domitian, 
the feventh, give many remarkable inllances of his huma- 
nity and generofity, in repairing, at his own expence, the 
biles which the unhappy inhabitants of Campania had fuf- Tam rt- 
fered by the late eruption of Mount Vefuvius. He fent pointht 
into Campania two confulars, with large fums, to be em- 
ployed in rebuilding the cities which had been overturned : 
and applied to the relief of the poor bft'erers the goods and 
eltates of fuch as bad periuied on this occafion, and left no fuviut^ 
heirs; nay, he went in perfon into Campania,- and, with 
his own hand, diftrlbuted immenfe fums among thofc who 
feemed moft worthy of his compaffion r. While be was in 
Campania a dreadful fire broke out in Home, which lafted 
three days, and reduced to allies a great many private and 
public buildings, the library of Anguftus, with all the books 
bdged in it, great part of the Capitol, and the theatre of 
Pompey. Titus was no fooner informed of this calamity, mi h a 
than he haftened to jhe city, and publicly declared, that fi'“a 
the whole lofs Ihould fall upon him ; and that he would 
repair the damage fuffered by the public. He punaually, 
performed his promife ; for though many cities ud fo- 
reign princes, by whom he was no Icfs beloved than by the 
Rornans, offered to bear their fliarein the expence, he could 
riot by any means be prevailed upon to accept their oiFers ; 
but chofe rather to fell even the ornaments and furniture of 
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his own palace and countrp-h<)ufeaj in prder tp raife mo- 
ney to defray the immehfe charged at in rebuilding 

the templesj the public edifices^ tiid the dwellings tf pri- 
vate people. This cenflagration Wad followed the mod 
dreadful plague that had ever raged in Rpine. JjioCalHus 
afcribes its rife to the afhes of ^^ijtnt VefiftvinsV which had 
covered the country all round to a great tfiftance *. 

Yr. of FI, Titus left no remedy unattertiptro to abilte the malignity 
A*D°i of the diftemper ; exerting atthe fame time, afllfhc care 
IL a *810', regard of a prince, all the tcndcfnelfe and cotfipaffion 
* of a father; encouraging the diflrefled multitude with his 
tftj good cdifls, and relieving them with lirge and daily bounties *- 
mature dur- ToM^ards the end of this year he finiflied the famous amphi- 
theatre, which is elegantly deferibed by Martial ^ who like- 
wife mentions the baths that were finluied about tbe fame 
time(R). The emperor Titus, in bis eighth confulftiip, 
repaired fome ancient aqueducts, and, at a vaft expence, 
paved with large ftoncs the road from Rotne to Arxmlnumj 
crofs the Apennines, where I5 Hill to be fecn, not far from 
the prefent city of roffombrone, a huge rock cut through 
on this occafion 

The next confuls were Sex. Annius SilVanus and T. An- 
nius V erus Polllo. The latter is by fome writers fuppofed 
to be the grandfather of the emperor M. Aurdius, who 
was, according to Capitolinus, raifed by Vefpafian to the 
rank of a patrician, difeharged twice the office of conful, 
and governed Rome with general farisfaflion. This year 
the feriate, not out of flattery, but a fenfe of gratitude, 
conferred new honours upon Titus. What honours ihefe 
were, we arc not told; but the good emperor lived not to 
enjoy them, being fuddenly fnatched away, to the inex- 
prcllible grief of the Roman people. Suetonius tells us, 
that he exhibited certain fhews (during which he flied many 
tears in the prefence of the multitude), andretiredi as foon 

^ Dio, lib. Ixvi. p. 758. » Ibid. & Suet. cap. 8« bXiart.lib, 

de 5pe£t. Epigr. i. c Onupb. Ln p. 2io» QoUa, p. 56. 

(R) The amphitheatre, of dedifzated, a^rduiy^ WjCufi^ 
^which the (lately remains .a*'e l^tely 

flill to<3e fecn, had been begun, exhibit^ ttvoft niagplificent 
by VcfpaGan, and flood, aswfe fhews, which lafled a hundred 
learn from Dio Callius, in Ybe days, and i^fed ijbd ^Mnisi bf 
inidft of the city, though its ihd people read)’ to fipk uhdjer 
ruins lie in the outfkirts of ino- the CaUmkici’t^ hi^ fuibred 
dern Rome, Titus, when he 

(1) Dio, p. 757* Marc. Velfer^ Mbttuhim* A«|goftiibiipid. 35. 
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h« aftet %av% 
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ef the a^htBta, ati bUpredcccffori, ia^ 

Sf tn??"* *”* »«*, quailed by few l,ii &«efe^r ”"■ 
w piitpofe of being mere jPowejfeifc.thttROtlicra,- »M- 

but to do good to all. He wa« a ftr^tigeri« isarade and 
oftentation, cimoflng to live whh W^ferither at a fa- 
thcr with hit children, than a prince^^Tubfcai; whence 

kind” “7“' of human 

forrnw « w r'T” a general I. «».W. 

''ll'’"' ‘Wwihces. toth^ 
m.^*S T^^htatort.with. 

fwnnioned acceding to cuftem, liaftcned to 
tho palate} and, baying caufed the doors of; the chapel, 
w ere they met, tobelhutfor a time, Jndrdet to indulec 
thei^^f, they- i^ned them again, and, int the prefenl & 

deatlTwS't?'’ bwpedlnore ptaifes uptm hinrrftef 
death, than they had eyer uttered while he lived amo|S ■ 

IS A-’ ‘I** '’f *!’«' efteemtS 

5S?‘”nd caufed him to be tanked amonrSJ 

gods, and was the fiift who paid him divine bonoun f bltt 
at the fame time lludied, both in private and in public, «• 

^le hit memory, and Jeflen the efteem and yenerifeott<; 
which all orders of men had for fo wdrthy and defe“^^-*^ 

Titus left only one daughter, named Ju" 
t^wmoni we lhall have occalion to fpeak in the 

rHVn * 


^hout the leaft oppofition, was immediately acknoidl^ «*««• 
^eror, notwithftanding the bad bpinion which manyc^ 
SSTl- OA^IL He was born, on the twJntp. ^ 

father^ing thcnconfulelea, and appointed to difcharee 
that office the month following. He pafled his youth m 
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great poverty, and is faid to have been a jpathie to Nervar 
who lucceeded him, for hire, and HkewHe to one Clodinit 
Pollio, formerly prstor, who kept a note, under Domitian’s 
own hand, by which fie bound himfelf, for a fum of money, 
to comply, when required, with hn lewd ^nd unnatural de- 
firei. He did not apply himfelf, froiji his tender years, to 
the ftudy of biftory, poetry, eloquence, or any other liberal 
ah;or fctence : hence in all his fpeeches and harangues he 

JKi fdrr^ availed himfelf of the eloquence of others. He took great 

iMi. delight in archery, in which he was To wonderfully expert, 
that he was frequently feen to flioot a great number of 
arrows between the fingers of one of his domeftics, whom 
he placed at a great difiance with his hand expanded, telling 
before, between which fingers the arrow would pafs, and 
never mifiing his aim. He was naturally cmcl> fufpicioas, 
and addifled to revenge ; greedy of honours, but impa- 
tient of the leaft toil or labour; afTefled the reputation of 
a brave commander, but carefully avoided expofing himfelf 
to any danger. Being at Rome when his father afliimed 
the title of emperor, Vitcllius placed guards about him ; 
but he might neverthelefs have eafily efcaped, feveral mef-< 
fengers having, by various difguifes and Ihifts, reached 
him from Antonins Primus, and (hewed him from what 
place he might fly, and upon ^hat fecurity depend ; nay, 
even thofe who guarded him, offered thcmfelves for com-r 
panions of his flight; but he, apprehending from thence, 
chat they defigned to betray him, could not by any means 
be prevailed upon to make his effape ,;Upon the burning 
of the Capitol, whither he bad retired with his uncle Sabi- 
nus, be concealed himfelf in the room of one of the mini- 
fters of the temple ; and next morning was conveyed, by 
his freedman, beyond the Tiber, in the difguife of one of 
the priefU of Ifis. 

Ir /afmid When Primus had made himfelf mailer of the city, and 

all apprehcnfions of hoftility had ceafed, he difeovered him- 
felf to his father’s generals ; and was, by the foldicrs 
thronging about him, faluted C^far ; which title was con- 
firmed to him the day following by 'the fenate. From that 
time, to the arrival of his^ather, he bore the chief autho- 
rity ih Rome; but gave no attention to the cares of govern- 
ment, abandoning himfelf to all manner of voluptuoufnefs, 
and making ufe of his power only to indulge his vicious in- 
clinations with more liberty. He took Domitia Longina, 
the daughter of the famous Domitius Corbulo, from her 
hufband L.' .^lius Lamia, married her, and bad a fon by 


* Tacit. Hift, lib hi. cap, 59. 
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her, who was honoured with the title of Cxfar, but di^d fin 
infanCi and was, by Domitian, ranked amoE|5 the gods ^ 

In the beginning of his father’j reign^ being jealous of He re/ghme 
the glory which his brother had acquiihd in the Jewilh war» ^ 

he refolved to go into Gaul, and take upon him the com- 
mand of the army which was employed againflL Civilis, 

Mucianus did all that' lay in his power to divcit him| as he 
was unexperienced in military afiairSp from fuch a lefolu- 
tion : but Domitian continuing obftinately determined upon 
that expedition, Mucianus refolved to attend him, in order 
to check his ardour; left, following the impetuolity of his 
age, and inftigated by evil counfellors, he might difconcert 
all mcafuresj whether for peace or war. After many pro- 
craftinations and delays, they both fet out; but received, be- 
fore they reached the Alps, advice of the defeat of the Tre- 
verians. Upon this intelligence, Mucianus declared his 
fentiments freely. He obferved, that Domitian would pro- 
ceed with an ill grace, now the war was near concluded, 
and rob another of the whole glory. He added, that, 
were the empire threatened with danger, it would be the 
duty of the emperor’s Ton to venture his perfon in battle ; 
but to contend with the Caninefates and Batavians, was 
beneath his dignity. Let Domitian (continued he), re- 
tire to Lyons, and from thince difplay the power and for- 
tune of the^mpire ; neither engaging in fmall hazards, nor 
failing to meet fucb as are greater.” Thus Mucianus pre- 
vailed upon him to retire to Lyons. From this city Domi- Heattempu 
tian was believed to have wied, by fecret emlffaries, to cor- to corrupt 
nipt the fidelity of Cerealis ; and to have inquired, whether 
he would commit to him the army and empire, if he came 
in perfon. It remained uncertain whether he meditated a 
war againlt his father, or intended to arm himfclf againft 
his brother ; for Cerealis artfully eluded bis fuit, as that 
of one who, with a childifh fondnefs, longed for things to 
which he was not equal. 

Domitian, perceiving that Cerealis defpifed his youth, 
rclinquiflied all fun£lions of government ; and, burying Ketireu 
hlmfelf in folitude, aSe&cd a zeal for learning, efpccially andfeigm 
for poetry; in order to conces^ his ambition, and other 

S allions, and to efcape the jcaloufy of his brother*. While 
e pretended to place his whole delight in lludy, and a 
fondnefs for folitude, the king of the Parthians having de- 
manded fuccours againlt the Alani, he earnellly intreated 
bis father for the command of thofe troops ; and, wh^n he 
found the emperor averfe to allilt the Parthians, he applied 

* Suet. cap. iiL Spanb. p- 650. a Tacit. Hift. Jib. iv. cap* 8*. 
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to the eaftern princcBi ibliciting them with proiniles and 
prefcnts to requefl: fupplies, and himfelf to lead them. Vef- 
pafian was too well acquainted with his views and temper , 
to truft him with the command of an army. Upon the 
death of his fatheci he deliberated a Ipng time, whether he 
fliould openly revoltj and tempt the fidelity of the pne- 
torian guards, by ofibring them a larger donative than his 
brother had promifed them ; but, his courage failing him, 
he bore no other title, during the reign of Titus, than that 
of Cxfar prince of the Roman youth ; a title now peculiar 
to the prefumptive heir of the empire His brother iiu 
fooner expired, than he repaired to the camp of the pne- 
torian guards, and was there, by the foldiery, after having 
promifed them the ufual donative, faluted emperor ; at the 
fame time he afliimcd, as appears from fevcral ancient in- 
feriptions, all the other titles annexed to the fovereignty, 
which other emperors had taken fuccelTively ^ 

Domitian, now invefted with the fovercign power, which 
he had long and impatiently coveted, perrormed the obfe- 
quics of the deceafed emperor, and pronounced his funeral 
oration, with an affeded concern, lamenting the lofs of a 
brother fo dear to him, and by whom he was fo tenderly 
beloved : but that his grief was only afieAed, he foon made , 
appear, by publicly reviling the memory of that excellent | 
prince, by cenfuring his condufi:, and perfecuting all thofe ' 
whom he had diflinguifhed with particular marks of his fa- 
vour ; he openly declared in the lenate, that both his father | 
and brother were indebted to hiln for the empire ; and that 
they had only reflored what was his own gift : however, in 
the beginning of his reign, he itudied to gain the afFeflions 
of his people, by a condu£t worthy of a great prince, dif- | 
guifing his vices, and affecting the oppofite virtues : he 
fhewed fuch an abhorrence to all manner of cruelty, that I 
he once refolved, by an exprefs edidl, to forbid the facri- 
being of oxen, or any living creature ; he was fo far from 
betraying any inclination to avarice, that he gave daily in- 
ilances of a temper princely and munificent, prefenting his 
officers and minifters with large Turns, in order to raife 
ihem above the temptation of accumulating wealth by me- 
ihod^ fordid and mean: he could not be prevailed upon to 
ucoept fuch inheritances as were left him by perfons who 
■had children and becaufe one Rufeius Scipio, by his will) 
obliged his heir to pay a certain fum to every new fenator, 
he declared the will void, and would not fuffer it to be 
executed to the prejudice of his own children. All debts 
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alNove fire years ftahifing, which were owing fb the exche- 
liiier, he freely remitted and, after the divifion of lands 
^mongft the reteranS, teftored the reni|inder to the ancient 
ffoprici^ors, though he might, after the example of other 
emperors, have appropriated it to himfelf : he forbad, on 
pain of banilhmeiiit, a|^ the officers of the treafury to fue 
for debts that were not clear and undoubted^: he con- 
firmed at once all the grants made by his predecefibrs, in- 
ercafed the pay of the foldiers, and finiffied, at an immenfe 
^argey all the public buildings, which had been begun by 
Titus- 

Plutarch affirms that he expended above twelve thoufand 
talents in gilding the Capitol only \ and that neverthelcft 
each hall and gallery of his own palace far excelled that 
ftately temple in magnificence To the] ancient edifices, 
which he either repaired or bnilt^ he added an incredible 
number of new ftru£tures \ having a great paffion for build- 
ing, and feeming dehrous, as Plutarch exprefles it, to 
change every thing into ftones and gold. He was affiduous 
and impartial in the adminiflration of jufiice ; punifhed^ 
with the utmoft feveiity, fuch judges as were convifled of 
having received bribes ; and kept the magiftrates of the city, 
as well as the governors of the provinces, in fuch awe, that 
they were never known to Ifehave with fo much re£fitude 
as in his time. Though after his acceffion to the empire 
he neglected all kinds of literature, and was never known 
to have peniffid any book, yccept the Memoirs of Tiberius, 
yet he repaired thcilibrarics which had been burnt in his 
brother’s reign *, procuring copies of fuch as had been con- 
fiinied in the fiames, and font perfons to Alexandria, to 
tranferibe thdfe that were lodged in that famous library. 
Authors obferve, as^ a thing very remarkable in Domitian, 
thati in the bcgmmng of his reign, he ufed to retire every 
day, for fomc time, into his room, where his whole em- 
ployment was to Patch flics, and pierce them with a fliarp 
bodkin ; which Puftom gave occalion to Vibius Frifeus, 
when he was a&cd, wjiether any body was with the em- 
peror, to attfWer pleafantly, Not fo much as a fly“*/* 

Domj^n, in the firft year of his reign, took upon him 
Ae cdniiTular dignity ; and chofe for hts colleague Titus Fla- 
fius Sybils', nU coii fin-german, the fon of Flavins Sa- 
Mhus, Rome, who was murdered in the reign 

W Vitellf^ l'hc emperor fafees on the thir- 

^nth i to whom, wc are no where told 5 
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Uid affumcd the title of cenfor i which office he difcharged 
with great re{)utationi rcftraining, by feferal edifisj the li-* 
eentioufnefs which generallv prevailed amongft all ranks of 
men. He enaded fevere laws againft the authors of fuch 
writings as refle£ted on perfons of 3 degraded 

the fenator Cwcilius Runnusi fof other reafon chan be- 
caufe he took great delight in dancing. Such women as 
led fcandalous lives^ he deprived of the privilege of being 
carried in litters, and declared them incapable of enjoying 
legacies or inheritances : he ftruck a Roman knight out of 
the lift of judges, for taking his wife again, after he had 
divorced her for adultery : one of his freedmen having 
crefted a monument for his fon, with the ftones which were 
defigned for the temple of Jupiter Capitolinus, he caufed 
it to be demolifhed, and the bones and aflics of the de<^ 
ceafed to be thrown .into the fea : he would not fuffer the 
comedians to a£l on the public ftage ; but confined them to 
private houfes and gardens : many perfons of both fexes, 
convicted of adultery, he punifliied with death Thefc 
regulations, and a£ts of juftice, were received with great 
fatisfaftioni but the death of Flavius Sabinus, which hap- 
pened in the end of this, or the beginning of the following 
year, occafioned a univerfal dread in the city ; for the em- 

E eror, without any regard to Ifis own blood, caufed him to 
e aflaflinated, becaufe the public crier had, by miftake, in- 
ftead of conful, proclaimed him emperor in the afiembly of 
the people Sabinus had married Julia, the daughter of 
the emperor Titus \ which marriage proved the fource of 
Domitian’s jealoufy. 

Domitian, in the fecond year of his reign, undertook an 
expedition againft the Cattans, whom Tacitus deferibes as 
the moft warlike nation in Germany. The emperor at- 
tacked them without the leaft provocation, and wnile they 
were unprepared for war, laid wafte part of their country, 
took a fmall number of peafants prifoners, and then, upon 
advice that the enemy were colleffing their forces, re- 
turned to Rome with all the pomp and parade of a con- 
queror. The fenate, for this pretended viftory, decreed 
him a triumph ; in which were led before his chariot great 
nunfbers of Haves, by him bought, and attired like Ger- 
mans. On occafion of this mock-viQory he promifed to 
increafe the pay of the foldiers 3 but not having a fufficient 
fum to difeharge his promife, and at the fame time fu^ly 
bis other extravagance^, he foon after betook faixnfelf to 
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lli minher of rapine and violence- From this time Dooii* 
tian conllantly wore in the fenate, and at all public aflem- 
blieSj the triumphal robe p. 

In the mean time Agricola, having entirely reduced Brl- 
taiil| acquainted Domjtian, by ietterS| with the fuccefs that 
had attended his arms in that country. Few things of con- 
fequeilce ha4 been trahfai^ed in Britaini iince the admi^ 
niftration of Suetonius Faulinus. Petronius Turpilianus, 
who fuccCeded him in that governmenti did not hazard 
any new enterprize s and his inactivity was imitated by his 
fucceflbr Trebellius Maximus, who being unfkilled in war, 
an4 naturally indolent, thought of nothing but the prefer- 
vation of the public tranquility. The only interruption he 
met with, was a mutiny of the twentieth legion, encouraged 
by its leader Rofeius Coelius, who defpifed the proprsetor’s 
pacific difpontion. Maximus was obliged to compound 
matters with the mutineers, who allowed him to maintain 
the Hiadow of authority till the latter end of Nero’s reign, 
when the auxiliary cohorts and cavalry revolting under the 
aiifpices of Coelius, he quitted Britain, and fled for pro- 
tediion to VitelliuS, who had alTumed the purple in Ger- 
many. As foot! as this new emperor was eltablifhed at 
Rome, he gave the command of the forces in Britain to 
Vilnius Bolanus, who governed the province with great le- 
nity ; but his fuccefTor, Petilius Cerealis, performed a num- 
ber of exploits, as we have fecti above : when he was re- 
called, the goverament of Britain devolved to Julius Fron- 
tinus, who acquired equal glory in fubduing the fierce Si- 
lures, rendered almoit invincible by their courage and the 
nature of their Gtuation. It was in the room of this brave 
general, fo famous for his book on ftratagems, that Agricola 
Was fent to command in Britain, where he arrived about 
midfummer. Underilanding that the Ordovices, a people 
of North Wales, had juR furprifed and cut off a body of 
Roman horfe that guarded their frontiers, he forthwith af- 
femhlcd the forces that were nearell, and marched againft 
the enemy, whom he defeated, and indeed almoR exter- 
minated. After this exploit, he fwam his horfe over to the 
ifle of Mona, or Anglefey, the inhabitants of which were A^UqU 
fo intimidated by this bold meafure, that they 
fubmitted, and fued for peace- . 

Agricola fpciit the winter in re£tifying the diforders that 
had crept into the adminiftration of the province ^ in re- 
forming the foldiery, and improving the difeipline of the 
army. He prevented extortion, appointed magifbates of 
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approved integrity, and by his mild and equitable govem- 
ment maintained the province in peace and abundance; (o 
that the Britons had caufe to rejoice;, when, upon the death 
of VefpaGan, his^-fon Titus confirmed Agricola in his 
command. In the beginning of fummer he took the field 
again, direAing his march northward, where he fubdued 
the Otodini of Northumberland, who had not yet fubmitted 
to the Romans ; and fecured his conquefts with a chain of 
fortSi in which he left garrifonsi with direflions to fuftain 
one another in cafe they fliould be attacked in the winter. 
The fevere feafon of the year he employed in civilizing the 
natives, who, charmed by the elegance of his manners, be- 
gan to be enamoured of the Roman arts and majgnificence) 
which they now imitated with furprifing emulation. They 
raifed ftately temples, porticos, and public edifices \ they 
learned and fpoke the Latin language ; they put on the Ro- 
man toga, and looked upon that as a mark of politenefs, 
which was, in effeft;, the badge of their (lavery. In thefc 
improvements they were encouraged and aflilted by Agri- 
cola, who, in his intercourfe with their chiefs and princes, 
made them acquainted with the comforts and conveniences 
of life. He had already fecured their elleem and confi- 
dence, by inlifting their vafifals in the auxiliary cohorts, and 
giving the command of then;^ to Britifh officers* He now 
perfuaded them to build houfes more fuitable to the dignity 
of their birth, than thofe contemptible cabins in which they 
refided : he even furnifhed them with the mekns to make 
thefe improvements, and gav9 their Tons a Roman educa-' 
tion at his own expence. In his third campaign, he pene- 
trated into the country now called Scotland, where at firft 
he met with no refiftance, and built forts fo judicioufly fl- 
tuated, and fo faithfully maintained, that not one of them 
was ever taken, abandoned, or betrayed. The fucceeding 
year he employed in extending his conquefts. He drove 
the enemy to tne weflern extremities of the ifland, and for- 
tified the ifthmus between the rivers Forth and Clyde with 
a chain of caftles, by which the natives were excluded from 
the Roman fettlements, and as it iwere confined within the 
limits of another ifland. In his fifth campaign, he em- 
barked on board of a fleet equipped for conqueft and difeo- 
very, failed along the weflem coafl of Scotland, made de- 
feents in feveral places, and in repeated engagements de- 
feated the tribes who ventured to oppofe his progrefs. On 
his return from this expedition, he quartered his troops in 
the part of Britain which lies oppofite to Ireland, with a 
view to invade that ifland, which he hoped to conquer with 
a very moderate force, in confequence of the information 
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he hid i^ceived from an Irifli chief, who having beefi ex- 
pelled from his own country, fled for refuge to Agricola s 
but he was prevented from executing this projed^ by the 
envy and jealoufy of Domitian, who had by this time fuc- 
ceeded Titus on the imperial throne. Mean while, in the 
fixth campaign, he refolved to penetrate to the very northern 
extremity of the iflandj^ having received advice, that the na- 
tions on the other fide of the Forth were in commotion. 

The Britons of that country, diftigguifiied by the name of 
Caledonians, had affembled a vaft multitude in arms, to 
difpute his paflage : neverthelefs he put his troops in mo- 
tiop, and o^ered his fleet to keep pace with the march of 
his army along the (hnre. He had not proceeded far, when ottains 
he learned from fnme prifoners, that the enemy intended viBoiy 
to make an irruption into the Lowlands, with feveral dif- •wr tk$ 
tinfl armies, in order to attack the Roman fettlements. In 
confequence of this advice, he divided his forces into three 
diftin^ bodies, that he might not be furrounded by their 
numbers, or circumvented by their fuperior knowlege of 
the country. The Britons no fooner underitood this difpo- 
fition, than they joined their troops again with incredible 
difpatch, furprifed in the night the ninth legion, which lay 
at a diftance from the main body of the army, and break- 
ing into the camp, made a ^onfiderable carnage* Agri- 
cola, apprifed of this attack, immediately detached his ca- 
valry to fuftain the legion, and amufe the enemy until the 
infantry fhould arrive. When the day broke, the Britons 
perceived the fuccours advancing, and would have gladly 
retired ; but, as thc^ were now engaged in front and rear, 
they found themfelves obliged to maintain the battle, which 
Was fought for fome time with equal obflinacy on both 
fides; till at laft the arms and difeipline of the Romans pre- 
vailing, the Caledonians fled for (belter to their mountains, 
woods, and moraifes. 'ITiey were not, however, fo much 
difeouraged by this defeat, but that they refolved to ven- 
ture another battle. With this view they reinforced their 
army, and fent their wives and children into places of fe- 
curity -, but nothing farther was attempted on cither fide 
during the remaining part of the feafon. In the fucceed- 
ing fpringi Agricola ordered his navy to alarm the coaft^ 
while he himlelf taking the field again, began his marcli to 
the Grampian Hills, a high ridge of mountains that di- 
vides Scotland nearly into two equal parts. There he found 
the enemy waiting to receive him, under the^ command of 
their prince Galgacus, who had taken every precaution in 
his power to render this their laft ftand fuccefsful. Taejv 
tUB ^Ives U3 to underftand, that in a pathetic fpeech to his 
A 0^1 foeo^ole 
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people he reprefcntedp that, lituatcd as they Were at the 
extremity of the ifland, they had no refource but their cou- 
nge, and that vi£%ory alone could fave them from eternal 
bondage. Agricok drew up his army in order of battle, fo 
as that the confederates Ihould bear. the firll Ihock of the 
enemy’s attack, and the legions, which were polled in the 
rear, be ready to fnpport them, in dtfr they fliould be over- 
powered. This difpofition being made, he harangued the 
troops, reminding thenipof the glory of the Roman arms, 
reprcfenting, that this day would, iii all probability, ter- 
minate their labours ; and that the enemy, who now offered 
them battle, were no other than the fugitives of thofe, na- 
tions which they had already conquered. Galgacus had 
occupied the declivity of a hill, while his cavalry Ikirted the 
plain, with the chariots in the front of the line, his whole 
army amounting to above thirty thoufand men. The Ro- 
man general, being greatly inferior in number, extended 
his firll line to the right and left, that he might Hot be out- 
flanked by fuch a multitude ; and alighting from his horfe, 
polled himfelf at the head of the legions. The battle be- 
gan with fhowers of darts and javelins, which did but little 
execution on either fide: but Agricola, , fenfible how little 
the fmall targets and long pointlefs fwords of the Britons 
would avail in a clofe engagqnent againft troops armed in 
the Roman manner, detached four cohorts of Batavians and 
Tungrians to charge them fword in hand. Thefe nilhing for- 
wards into clofe fight, with their long bucklers, and fhort, 
pointed fwords, employed them againft the naked bodies of 
the Caledonians with fuch efFe£l, thal great numbers fell, 
and the reft were thrown into confufion, which was encreafed 
^ their chariots, rendered ufelefs on this uneven ground. 
The firft line of the Romans profiting by this diforder, ad- 
vanced to the attack, and falling among them with great 
impetuofity, a terrible flaughter enfued. Neverthelefs, the 
Britons, who were drawn up on the brow of the hill, made 
amotion to attack the Romans, by this time difperfed in 
purfuit of thofe they had already routed : but Agricola per- 
ceiving their defign, ordered part of his cavalry to advance, 
2nd keep them in awe, and the reft of his troops in the 
mespi time completed ttie viflory. The wings now clof- 
ing, fianked the enemy on each fide, and the carnage and 
confufion were redoubled: They endeavoured to fly 5 but 
finding themfelves inclofed, threw down their arms, and 
ruflied upon ihe fwords of the Romans. The ground was 
ftrewed with the bodies of the dead and dying, and over- 
flowed wirh blood. Yet even in this extremity, the Bri- 
tons exhibited repealed proofs of courage and rccolleftion* 
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As they were repulfed into the neighbouring woods, they 
rallied in fmall TOclies, and fell upon thofe who were too 
eager in the purfuit- They made fcveral efforts oF this tia- 
ture, and killed a good number of their enemies ; till a|^ 
length Gal^cus finding it impoffible to reffore the battle, 
retired with the remains of his army, leaving ten thoufand 
killed or wounded on^the field. Agricola did not think 
proper to purfue a fcattered enemy through mountains, 
fens, and woods, to which he was^ ftranger ; but the Turn- 
mer being far advanced, he marched back into Angus, in- 
habited by the Horefti, who immediately fubniitted, and 
dc^vered hoftages. Here he dillributed his army into win- 
ter quarters, after he had embarked a body of troops on 
board of the fleet, the commander of which had orders to 
furround the whole coaft of Britain. He accordingly peer- 
ed northwards, fubdued the Orkneys, and having made a 
tour of the whole ifland, arrived fafe in the port of Sand- 
wich \ 

The account of thefe fuccefles which Agricola fent to 
Rome, was plain and modefti without oilentation or pomp. 
The emperor received it with joy in his countenance, but 
with anguifh in his heart; being well apprifed, that his late 
pretended triumph over the Germans was held in public 
dcrifion; whereas now, a trme and important vidlory, gain- 
ed by the llaughter of fo many thoufands of the enemy, was 
cvery-where founded by the voice of fame, and received 
with univerfal applaufe. He could not endure, that the 
name of a private man fho«ld he exalted above that of the 
prince ; to the emperor alone, he thought, properly apper- 
tained the glory and renown of being a great general. Tor- 
tured with thefe anxious thoughts, and indulging his hu- 
mour of being fhut up in fecret, a certain indication that 
he was meditating fome bloody defign, he at laft judged it 
the belt courfe, upon this occafion, to fmotlier his refent- 
ment, till the fame of thefe conquefls. and the affe£lion of 
the army to Agricola, were in fome degree abated. 

He therefore procured him a decree of the fenate, for the 
triumphal ornaments, and a llatue crowned with laurel ; 
heightening thefe honours with^many expreflions full of 
clleem and refpcfl ; but in the mean time he refoltf^d to 
recall him ; and that this fiep might not be aferibed to jea- 
loufy, or envy, he caufed a report to be fpread abroad, that 
Agricola fhould have the province of Syria, then vacant by 
the death of Atilius Rufus. Agricola leaving the province 
of Britain, fettled in peace and tranquility, to his fucceffor, 

1 Tacit, Agricol. Vi|. 
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croflcd the Channel in his return to Rome. To avoid all 
popular diltinAion, and cpncourfc, he entered the city by 
night, and repaired, as he was dire^ed, to the palace ; 
wh^re the emperor received him with a cold embrace, but 
fpoke not a word : then he mixed uiffli^nguiflied amongft 
the crowd of courtiers. 

Jlgrinla From this time he refigned hlmfelf entirely to inaflivity 
Aroi/j a re^ and repofe. In his drefs he was modeft ; in his converfa- 
Uridl^i, ^Q|| 3^ble and free, and never accompanied by more than 
one or at moft two of his friends \ infomuch that many, 
cfpecially fuch as judge of great men from their retinue and 
parade, when they l^held and obfcrved Agricola, could 
not conceive whence proceeded his extraordinary fame \ 
and indeed few there were, who could account for the mo* 
tives of his condu£l. Notw^hftanding his retired life, he 
was frequently accufed in his abfcnce before Domitian, and 
as often in his abfence acquitted. What threatened his 
life was no crime pf his, nor compl^lpt of any perfon for 
injuries received, nor any thing elfe, except the gloriouf 
chara£ler of the man, and the pervcrfc difpoGtion of the 
emperor, hating all excellence and every virtue. With 
thefc caufes concurred the word fort of enemies, fuch as 
extolled him, in order to defti^oy him. BeGdes, fuch times 
afterwards enfued, as would not fuffer the name of Agri- 
cola to remain unmentioped ; fo that he was in conftaiit 
danger of being facriGced to the jealoufy of the emperor, 
but neverthelefs lived nine years after his lad return from 
Britain ^ * , 

Cariomerus, king of the Cherufeans, a German nation, 
being expelled by the Cattans, becaufe he had fubmitted, 
and delivered hodages to the Romans, had recourfe to Do* 
mitian for adidance. But the emperor, unwilling to engage 
in a war with that Gerce nation, contented himfelf with 
conveying to his friend and ally a fum of money, indead of 
troops, which, he faid, he could not at that jun£kure well 
fpare About the fame time one Ganda, a German vir- 
gin and prophetefs, revered in Germany as a deity, arrived 
at Rome; and, beingkindly received by Domitian, afterfomc 
private conferences with him, returned to her own country. 

Ilf the year following Domitian was conful the eleventh 
time ; and had for his colleague one Fulvius, whom Onu- 
phriuB takes to beT. Aurelius Fulvius, or Fulvus, the grand- 
father of Titus Antoninus. He was a native of bafmes, 
twice conful, and governor of Rome. This year Domitian 
took fbe title of emperor four times ; but for what viftories 
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wc do not find recorded. Wc read indeed in Dio Caflius, 
that the Suevians and L^giansi whom that writer places in 
Mcefiaj folicited Domi&an for fuccoursi who fent them 
only an hundred horfemen 9 an inftanco of contempt which 
fo provoked the .SueviuiSj that joining the lazygians, a peo- 

E le of Sarmatias they advanced, with a defign to pafs the 
lanubc, and lay waftd the Roman territories. Dio Caflius 
does not acquaint us with the ifiiio of this bold undertake 
ing ; but Tacitus, having told us ip one place, that the Sar^ 
matians and Suevians entered into an alliance againft 
Rome S adds in another, that foon after the return of Agri- 
co]a from Britain, the Romans loft feveral armies in Moefia, 
in Dacia, in Germany, and in Pannonia, entirely through 
the bad oondufi of their generals. From different medals it 
appears, that Domitian returned this year to Rome from 
fome expedition, of which not the Icaft mention is made by 
the hiftorians ; perhaps he marched in perfon againft the 
Suevians and lazygians i at leaft feveral medals were ftamp- 
ed this year, in memory of a fignal vidtory, real, or pre- 
tended, gained over the Germans ". 

The emperor, after his return to Rome, abandoning him- 
fclf to all manner of cruelty, caufed the nativity to be caft 
of all the illuftrious perfons in the city, and put fuch of 
them to death as the aftrolqgers faid were deftined to the 
empire. Metius Pompofianus, againft whom fome ill-de- 
iigning perfons had, on the fame account, endeavoured in 
vain to ftir up the emperor Vefpafian, was on this occalion 
baniftied Italy, and confined to the ifland of Corfica ; where 
he was foon after, Uy Domitian’s order, aflafllnated. Nerva, 
who fucceeded him in the empire, would have fuffered the 
fame fate, had not an aftrologer afftired the emperor, that 
he had no reafon to be afraid of Nerva, who could not live 
many days- He now encouraged informers, though in the 
beginning of his reign he had treated them with great fe- 
verity, and fplemniy declared, that he would never attend 
to their accufations- 

Apthors obferve, that in the courfe of this year multi- 
tudes of fenators and knights were accufed of treafon j and 
either fentenced to death by the fenate, or ordered by Do- 
mitian to difpatch themfelves. Of thefe the mnff illpftri- 
ous was ^lius Lkmia, whom he caufed to be publicly exe- 
cuted only for a jeff j for the emperor, who, as we have 
obferved above, had taken away his wife, commending one 

t Tacit. Hift. lib. i. cip. s. ■ Vide Birag. Numifin. p. 134. 
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^ 2 j his ToicCi Lamia anfwered^ Y ct, alas 1 1 mtift be filent.'* 
Civicus Cerealis was murdered during his proconfullhip of 
Afia» on pretence that he defigfted to raife difturbances in 
the ftate, but in reaKty becaufe be had accepted the govern- 
ment of AGa^ which had fallen to hing by lot. Hence Agri- 
cola, when the proconfullhip of Afia or Africa came to him 
by the fame determination j declined the emplpyment| and 
prefented a petition to the emperor^ excufcd. 

Domitian not only graiyted his requeftj but fuGFered him- 
fclftobe, on that account, prefented with fotmal thanks. 
Neither to Agricola did he give the falary which was ufu- 
alFy paid to proconfuls. Salvius Coccianus was executed 
for celebrating the birth- day of the emperor Othb, who 
was his iincle by the father’s Gde \ Salluftius Lucullus, who 
had fucceeded Agricola in the government of Britain, was 
condemned for fuffering a ne^lf kind of lances to be called 
after his own name ; Junius Rufticus died for publilhing a 
writing in commendation of the celebrated Thrafea, and 
Helvtdius Frifeus; Matemus, ^ renowned philofopher, 
fuffered death for having declaimed in public againll tyran- 
ny and tyrants. All the profeflbm of philofophy, and every 
liberal fcience, fays Tacitus, were expelled, and driven into 
exile \ and that nothing which was worthy and honed 
might any where be feen, nrDt only againd perfons, but 
againd books, commending virtue. or patriotiiVn, a new kind 
of cruelty was exerted; for in the forum, the works of 
men famous for their genius and parts were publicly 
burnt 

Every thing gave the jealous tyrant fear and offence. 
Was a man nobly bom, and popular ; he withdrew the af- 
fe£fions of the people, rivalled the prince, and threatened 
U civil war. Was he afraid of popularity, and lived rer 
tired ; he gained fame by fhunning it, was dill obnoxious, 
and found it prudent to abandon his country. Was be 
virtuous, and his life and morals without blame ; bp affeffed 
to be another Brutus, and, by the purity of his manners. 
Upbraided the vicious behaviour of the emperor. If a man 
feemed dull and inadlive, he only put on the difguife of 
dupidity and lloth, till hq fhould find room for fome bloody 
pur^fe. If he had a different charafler, and was lively 
and arrive ; then it was plain ho did not fo much as feign a 
defire of private life and recefs, but avowed a bold repub- 
lican fpirit. If he was rich, he was too wealthy for a fub- 
jeft ; and great wealth in private hands was dangerous to 

Suet. cap. xOi Tacit. Vit. -Agric, cap, z. 
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princes : if he was poor^ he WouM be the more enterprifing 
and defperate. No inan could polfefs any advantage ia 
quality that rendered him acceptable to his fellow-citizens, 
and a bleflinff to his country^ to his friends^ or to himfelfi 
but he was ^fe to ro|ife the jealoufy nnd vengeance of the 
tyranti and prpcurc a.fliazneful deatL 

The perfohs of ihi accufers were confidered as facred Entwram 
and inviolable ; the more thev were detefted by the public, im/ormerM, 
the more they were prote£led by tl|e emperor ; and, in pro- 
portion as they deferved death and ignominy, had coun- 
tenance and preferment. Their vilefl forgeries, convid^ed 
anri acknowleged againft the lives and fortunes of the 
greateft men, drew down no punifhment upon them la 
the midll of his cruelties, Domitian abandoned himfclf to 
all manner of debauchery, and was on that account no lefs 
infamous than the moft vicious of his predecelTors. His 
avarice was equal to his lewdnefs and cruelty ; not that he 
had any natural turn to that vice, fays Suetonius ; but hav- 
ing exhaufted his treafury by the many buildings he raifed, 
by the magnificent fports and ihews which he exhibited, by 
increaling the pay of the foldiers, and by other wild and ex- 
travagant expepces, he had recourfe to all forts of rapine His 
and extortion, feizing the elites of the moft wealthy citi- ri:t and 
zens ; the lead adtion or worn againft the majefty of the 
prince, was ufed as a pretence for dripping them of what- 
ever they poiTelTed. He coiififcated inheritances, appro- 
priatiiigto himfelf ^11 the efFedfs of perfons whom he never 
knew, if he could find but one witnefs to depofe, that he 
had ever heard the deceafed fay, that Csefar was his heir. 

With thefe, and fuch contrivances, he reduced the mud 
opulent individuals to beggary, not only in Rome and Italy, 
but in all the provinces of the Roman empire. His officers 
and procurators exadled the tributes and taxes with the 
greated rigour and feverity imaginable ; but, above all, he 
opprefTed the Jews in a mod cruel manner, not excepting 
even fuch of them as had renounced their religion \ ana 
with the like rigidnefs he treated thofe, fays Suetonius 
(meaning the ChriftiaTis), who lived in Rome after the 
manner of the Jews, and feemed^to profefs the fame fuper- 
dition • • 

The heavy tributes, and the rigonr iifed by the officers 
in exafting them, occafioned great diforders, and frequent 
revolts, in the didant provinces. In Africa, the Nafatno- The Nafa~ 
nians, whom moft geographers place in the province of 
Cyrenaica, no longer able to bear the grievous impofb with * 

^ Dio, fib. Ixvii. p. 759. 7 Suet. cap. ja. 
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which they were loaded, and the infults and extortkmB 1^ 
the colleaorSi defeated Flaccus governor of Numidia, 
ftormed his camp, and put great numbers of his men to the 
fword : but Flaccus was foon revenged on them ; for being 
informed that, elated with their fuccys, they had abandon- 
ed themfelves to jollity and caroufing, he rallied his men, 
and coming unezpe£t^ly upon therih, while they were in- 
toxicated with the wine they had found in the Roman 
camp, cut them all off a man. Domitian, elated with 
the viflory gained by bis lieutenant over the Nafamonians, 
boailed in the fenate that he had cut off the whole nation ; 
for to himfelfhe aferibed *ail the advantages gained by Iji^is 
officers, though he bore not the leaft fhare in them, and to 
others every mifearriage, even if occafioned by a ftriA ob- 
fervance of his orders. As he hated and ful^fled every 
man of parts, efpecially fuch as had acquired military renown, 
the commanders of the armies to recommend themfelves 
to his favour, carefully avoided diftinguifliing themfelves 
by any fignal exploits, chooGng rather to bear the infults 
of the enemy than to expofe themfelves to the dangers arif- 
ii^ from the jealoufy of the princc^ The fame year he firff 
auumed, according to Eufebius, the titles of Lord and God, 
not being afhamed, in dida^g an order to one of his fe- 
cretaries, to begin it thus : ^ Lord and our God or-p 
ders and commands, &c.’* About the fame time he enact- 
ed a law, obliging all to pay him divine worOiip ^ and hence- 
forward no man dared to addrefs him by any other name 
than that of Lord and of God ^ nay, fome writers tell us, 
that by an exprefs law, all other titles, either in fpeaking 
or writing Co him, were to be fuppreffed. 

In the following year Domitian entered upon his twelfth 
confuKhip, having Servius Cornelius Dolabella for his col- 
’ league. At this period were inilituted the Capi Colin efports, 
fo much fpoken of by the writers of thofe days, according Co 
whom they were to be exhibited once in five, but, by our 
way of reckoning, once in four years 3 for they were cele- 
brated as the Olympic games, at the end of four years com- 
plete, and in the beginning of the fifth. As they were ex- 
hibited in honour of Jupiter Capitolinus, the emperor pre- 
fided ^t them in perfon, attended by the prieft of Jupiter, 
and the college of the Flavian priefls To this year £u- 
febius fixes the war with the Dacians, the moft bloody and 
dangerous the Romans fuilained during the reign of Domi- 
tun. The Dacians were accounted by the Romans as the 

zDioj in Excerpt. Val. p. 709. ■ Plin. lib. viii. Epilt 14* 

^ Suet. cap. iji 3 Aur. Vi£t. & Orof. lib. vii, cap. 10. 
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moft wnriikc nation then known. They w^ere not only men « 
for the moft part of great ftrength, but of equal' courage^ 
defpifing deathi which they confidered as the end of a 
tranfitory, and the beginning of a happyand eternal life'* (S). 

At this this time a p|ince, named Duras, ruled over the 
Dacians $ but, after having for fome time held the fove- 
reignty, by an inftance of moderatitm hardly to be matched 
in hiftoryi he tie}untary refigned it to otie DecebaluSi whom 
he judged better qualified than hicpfelf for the difcharge of 
fo great a truft ; for Dec&balua was a man of great prowefs 
and experience in war, and equally (killed in affairs of 
ft§ie 

The DacianSj dreading the effedls of the emperor’s ava- 7*^ 
rice, renounced the alliance which they had made with mams 
his predecelTorSj ^roffed the Danube, drove away the troops ftattdfy 
ftationcd on the banks of that river ; and, falling upon Ap- 
piu5, or Oppius Sabinus, governor of MoeGa, defeated aiid 
killed him, committing every where moft dreadful devafta- neratkintd. 
tions, and feizing all the forts and caftles raifed in their 
neighbourhood by the Romans. Alarmed by this revolt, 

Domitian, having with all expedition raifed a formidable 
army, marched at the head of it into Illyricum. Upon his 
approach, Decebalus difpatched ambalTadors, -declaring, 
that he was ready to put an.end to the war, and renew the 
former treaties. But Domitian, inftead of returning any 
anfwer to the deputies, ordered the flower of his forces to 
advance againft the Dacians, under the condufl of Cof- 
• 

* Strabo, lib. vii. p?i97. Suid. Phot. cap. i66« c Dio ia 

l£j^csrpt. Valel'. p. 709—761, 

(S) Dio Caffius obferveB, that vania- But the emperor Aure- 
thefc people were by fome Han haviug afterwards placed 
Greek writers called Getv ; them on this fide the Danube 
butby the Romans, Daci, which (with refpcfl to Rome), they 
was their proper appellation ; for gave their name to that part of 
the Getz dwelt t^yoiid Mount illyricum which they pofTefTed ; 

Hzmus, near the mouth of the and this is the province which, 

Danube, and the Euxin^ Sea ; in the fourth and fifth centu- 
but the Dacians more to the lies, was known by the name 
wefi, and nearer Germany; of”Dacia« As for the ancient 
that is, according to the opi- Dacia, it was then hAd by 
nion of moft modern geogra- the Goths, whom Jornandes, 
phers, in the countries now throughout his faiftory, con- 
jinown by the names of Mol- founds with the Dacians fi). 
davia, W'^chia, and Tranfyl- 

(1) Vide Lloyd. Di£t, Hiftori^c. p. 405. Baud. p. 137. Journand. 

G«t. cap. IB, 13, dtc. 
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iielius Fufcusy captain of the pnetorian guards* This offi^ 
cer was of an illuftrious defccnti and had in his early youths 
from a paf&on for folitude and repofci diveflcd ^ himfelf of 
the fenatorial dignity Upon the death of Nero he de- 
clared foF 'Galba, by whom he waBAcreated procurator of 
Illyricum. ' Afterwards he embraced ythe party of Vefpaiian 
Bgainft VitelliuSi and to the flame of war added frefli fuel ; 
for he delighted lefs in the rewards of perils than in the pe- 
rils tbemfelves. He Was i^cond in the command of the forces 
under the famous Antonius Primus, and honoured by the 
fenate^ after the death of Vitellius, with the oinaments of 
the prsetorflup. Domitian conferred upon him the com- 
mand of the prztorian guards. But with all his intrepidity 
he was not, if Juvenal is to be credited, fufficiently quali- 
fied for the chief command of an army. Hence Decebalus, 
defpiHng fuch a general, fent another embafiy to Domitian, 
offering to conclude a peace with him, upon condition that 
each Roman ihould pay him yearly two oboli ; and threat- 
ening, if they rejedfed his propofal, to purfue the war with 
vigour, and deftroy their territories with fire and fword. 
The Romans were fo provoked with the infolence of this 
propofal, that they demanded immediately to be led againfl 
the enemy. Accordingly Fufeus, having caufed his army 
to pafs the Danube on a brid^ of boats, entered the Da- 
cian territories, where, after Teveral fkirmifhes, Decebalus 
and Fufeus agreed to rifk the whole on the iffue of a ge- 
neral engagement. Both armies fought with fuch bravery 
and refolution, that the vidfory continued long doubtful: 
Thp are in the end the Romans were utterly 'routed, and Fufeus 
defeated a ijimfelf (lain. The Dacians took one eagle, a great quan- 
time and ^rms, all the engines of war, and a vaft number of 

Tufeustheir captives, who were afterwards found in the enemy’s caflles, 
general and relcafed by the emperor Trajan. Had Agricola been 

kiiiedn employed as general againfl this nation, according to the 

vows and wifhes of the people, in all probability the war 
would have been profecuted with very different fuccefs i 
but the mean-fouled emperor facrificed even his own in- 
tereil to his envy ; and dreaded nothing fo much as to fee a 
man df Agricola’s talents and reputation at the head of an 
army «- 

The news of this defeat alarmed Domitian, who was al- 
ready returned to Rome, where he made as dreadful a ha- 
vock of the fenate and people as the Dacians had made of 
the foldiery. He ftrove at firft to fupprefs the difmal tid- 

f Tacit. Hift. lib, ii. cap. 86. k Jornand, de Reb. Goth, cap* 
13* Orofi lib. vii. cap, Si Dio, lib. Ixviii. p. 773. 



The Roman Hiftoty. 


'105 


ings ; but finding they were by common fame divulged 
throughout the city, and even magnified, he left Rome f* 
fecund timje, preten^ng, that he would head the army m 
perfon. But arriving in Moefia, he remained in a cir^ of 
that province, and felt forward his generals againft thr; ene- 
my. Many bloody battles were fought with various fuc- 
cefs, fortune being lometimes favourable to the Romans, 
fometimes to the Dacians Julianus, one o£ the Roman TAe Da-^ 
commanders, gained a fignal vidtofy, by obliging his foldiers nanr rr- 
to write their names on their bucklers, that he might by “ 
that expedient the more efieftually encourage cr upbraid 
ejeh particular man. On this occaiion Vezinas, who among 
the Dacians, was next in authority to Decebalus, finding 
no other means to make his efcape, concealed himfelf 
amongit the dead, and in the night retired undifeovered. 
Decebalus, apprehending the Romans might, after their 
viftory, befiege his capital, cut down, during the night, a 
great number of trees in a neighbouring wood, covered the 
trunks with armour, and, by that contrivance, prevented 
the Romans, who miftook them for foldiers, from purfuing 
the advantages of their vidory. Decebalus was at length 
reduced to great difficulties, and obliged to fue for peace ; 
which Domitian would not grant him upon any terms wbat- 
foever : but inftead of pursuing the war with vigour, and 
forcing him to fubmit at difcrelion, he turned his arms 
againft the Quadians and Marcomanians, becaufc they had 
not fent him mccours during the war with the Dacians. 

Thcfe two nations, thoAgh celebrated for their bravery 
and power, unwilling to involve their refpeQive countries 
in an unneceflary war, fent deputies to the emperor, beg- 
ging him to forbear hoRilities, which they were not con- 
Icious to themfelves of having provoked. Domitian, in- Domitian 
Read of regarding their entreaties, caufed their ambafia- defoated fy 
dors, in defiance of the right of nations, to be murdered ; Mario- 
an outrage which fo provoked thofe warlike people, that, 
aflembling all their youth, they took the field, engaged 
Domitiaii, and put him to flight. Then the cowardly prince, Concludis m 
no lefs dejedlicd upon*his defeat than elated with his vie- dij^nowr- 
tory, difpatched ambafladors toJ)ecebalus, with offers of 
peace upon very advantageous terms ; which the Bacian j^acmas^ 
thought it advifeable to accept, fince his army had been 
greatly reduced by the many battles he had fought. How- 
ever^ he refufed to go in perfon to Domitian ; but fent his 
brother to treat with the emperor, whom Domitian re- 
ceived with particular marks of friendfliip and eReem, de- 


^ Tacit. Hift. lib. i. cap. a. 
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Hterine to him a diadem for Decebalu^i and thus ackhO\^A 
teeing him for king. Befidcs the diadem, he prefcnted him 
With large Turns fent to him, at his)requefl| a great num- 
ber of artificers and' workmen of all iprofeflions j and en^^ 
gaged to pay him yearly a certain income, which, to the 
reign of Trajanj was pun£^ually conv^ed to him but that 
prince would not fubmit to the payment of fo Oiamcful a 
tribute, faying, that he had never been overcome byDcce- 
balus Domitian, upo/i the conclufion of fuch an oppro- 
brious peace, acquainted the fenatc by letters, that he had 
at length obliged the Dacians to fubmit to the Roman yoke. 
At the fame time he difpatched the ambafladors of Deceha^ 
lus to Rome, with a letter written by that prince, or, as 
was moil commonly believed, forged by the enfperor him-^- 
felf, wherein the Dacian owned himfelf conquered, and no 
longer able to withftand the Roman troops, led on by fo 
brave and valiant a commander as Domitian. 

Upon this occafion the fenate decreed him a triumph, 
which he enjoyed at his return, and at the fame time one 
over the Daciansj of whom he had, with an annual tribnte, 
purchafed a peace ; alfo over the (Radians and Marcoma- 
nians, by whom he had been defeated, and driven out of 
the field j for his triumphs, fays Pliny *, were ever cer- 
tain proofs of fignal advantagesgainedby the enemy. How- 
ever, the poets who flouriOied under him, extol thefe ima- 
ginary vi£lories, and compare them to thofe gained by the 
ocipios and Cxfars. Domitian, before he left Dacia, 
cre£led a ftately monument id the memory of Cornelius 
Fufeus ™. 

^ In the following year Domitian was conful the thirteenth 
time with L. Satuhiinus ; but nothing happened, during 
their adminiilrationi which authors have thought worth 
tranfmitting to pofterit^ : but the next, when Domitian was 
conful the fourteenth time, with L. Minutius Rufus, is re- 
markable for difplaying the fecular games, fo called, be- 
caufe they were to be folemnized once in an age. They 
had been celebrated but forty-one years before, by Claudius} 
but Domitian computed the lime irdhi their being exhibited 
by Auguftus. ■ They ended, as appears from fevcral medals 
which have reached our age, fome time after the ides of 
September, in the eighth year of Domitian’s reign, while 
Tacitus the hiftorian was prsetor “. Domitian, purfuing 
the carnage he had begun before he left Rome to wage war 


■ Dio, lib. Ixvii. p. 761. & lib. iKviii. p. 771, Mart. lib. v. 
3 * k Dio, p, 761. Suet. cap. 6. Eufeb, iji Chrort. 

■ PJin. Ptnej. p. xi. m Mart. lib. vi. Ep. 7&. ■ Ta- 

cit Annal. lib. xi. cap, 12. 
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vlth the DacianSj filled the citf with funerals, putting all 
thofc to death who, nn account of their birth or virtue, 
gave him the leaft uiwragc ®- 

This general flauglter was in all likelihood produced by Yr. of FI. 
the revolt of L- Antlnius, governor of Upper Germany, 1439, 
where he had two legions under his command. Provoked A. D, 89. 
by the tyrannical conduft of the emperor, and depending 
upon the fidelity of bis foldiers, whofe afFefUons he had nvH 
gained by his mild and condefcencyng behaviour, he at once £, jgi,. 
took upon him the imperial title, and was acknowleged by jim/, 
the forces he commanded, as alfo by moft of the German 
nations, who promifed him powerful fuccours, not fo much 
from any efteem or kindnefs they had for him, but through 
hatred toDomitian. The news of this revolt no fooner reach- 
ed Rome than Domitlan, quitting the city, marched to fup- 
prefs it, leading'with him the prxtorian bands, and the flower 
of the troops quartered in Italy, all the fenators, and the 
greater part of the Roman knights, even fuch as had ab- 
lented themfelves from the city, and long led a retired life, 
left they fhould be afterwards accufed of having abandoned 
the emperor in time of danger ; a charge which might have 
coft them their lives. He had not proceeded far on his wknigdi^ 
route, when he received certain account of the total over- Md 
throw of Antonius, whofe^army was entirely cut off, and 
himfelf flain, by L. Maximus, according to fome writers, 
or, as others affert, by Appius Norbanus While the 
armies of Antonius and Maximus were engaged on the banks 
of the Rhine, the river fuddenly fwelled to furh a height, 
that the Germans, Vho came to the afliftance of Antonius, 
could not crofsit \ fo that his army was entirely deftroyed. 

Antonius himfelf being killed in the battle, his head was 
cut off, and fent to Rome % Maximus oa this occafion 
difpla^d no lefs generofity after the vi£lojE:y than he had 
manifefted courage in gaining it ; for, upon the death of 
Antonius, he feized and burned all his papers, that the em- 
peror mipht not ufe them to the prejudice of any man. 

Domitian, however, made diligent fenreh after his ac- 
complices, torturing in a moft cruel manner perfons of all 
ranks and conditions, upon the leaft fufpicion of their hav- 
ing been privy to the confpiracy, or having lived in ffiend- * 
fliip and intimacy with Antonius. On this occafion great 
numbers of perfons were executed or bani(hed, and their 
eftates feized. Of the many who were accufed, two per- tcMUd, 
fons only efcaped unpunimed, a tribune of fenatoriiil 
dignity, and a centurion, who faved their lives at the ex- 

* Eufeb. in Chron. p Dio| lib, Ixvii. p. 7641 9 Suet. 

^Pi Dio, in Excerpt. Val. p. 709. 
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pence of their reputation, by proving, that they tiad heell 
pathics, and confequently mcapab]|e of en^pging in any 
hazardous cnterprizc, or having ani intcreft in nlatters of 
this nature, either with the general,^r the army After 
this revolt, Domitian would not fumr two legions to he 
quartered in the fame camp during Lhe winter ; but kept 
them all feparate, and at a diftance from each other, left, 
depending upon their ftrcngth, they iliould form dangerous 
deflgns, and raife new^- dlfturbances *. In the courfe of 
this year, another counterfeit Nero appeared in Alia ; and 
having, with a great multitude of followers, Itruck terror 
into the neighbouring provinces, retired to the court of {he 
Parthian king, who received him with great marks of di- 
ftindlion, fupplied him with a chofen bi^y of troops, and 
feemed inclined to quarrel, on his account, with the Ro- 
mans. But in the end he was prevailed upon by Domitian 
to deliver him up to the governor df Syria ^ 

In the following year, T. Aurelius Fulvius and L. Atra- 
tinus being confuls, Domitian took the title of emperor 
fhree times ; but for what exploits, we are not acquainted. 
The next confuls were Domitian the fifteenth time, and M* 
Cocceius Nerva, who was afterwards raifed to the empire ; 
this was the fecond time ; for he had been conful in the 
fecond y^^ar of Vefpafian’s reign. Nothing happened dur- 
ing this y«”ar, either at Rome, or in the provinces, which 
the few hiitorians who have written of thefe times, and 
whofe works have reached us, thought worth recording. 
The fuccet'ding confuls were*M. Ulpius Trajanus, who 
fucceeded ^ferva in the empire, and Acilius Glabrio. As 
Glabrio was a man of great Arength and aftivity, the em- 
peror obligeo^ him to fight in the arena with a lion, whom 
he overcame vind killed. The people with loud fhouts ap- 
plauded his viv^ory ^ which roufed the jcaloufy of the em- 
peror to fuch a degree, that he immediately banifhed, and 
foon after caufed him to be murdered in the place of his 
exile, on preteni^.e that he had attempted to raife difturb- 
ances in the Aatt' This year Domitian exhibited a great 
many fhews, both in the amphitheatre and the circus, 
which ajre celebrated by the writers of thofe times as the 
InoAccoAly and m agnificent that Rome had ever beheld. 
Near the Tiber he caufed a vaft lake to be dug, in which a 
fea-fight was repnefented, with fuch numbers of fliips as 
amounted to complete fleets. In the combats of gladiators, 
not only men, but women, entered the lifts. In the am- 
phitheatre two great confliAs were exhibited, one of horfo, 

» Suet. cap. to. • Dio, p. 764. t Tacit. Hitt, lib. i. cap. s* 
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the otlier of foot : with the former^ which was quite new, 
the populace were fo Aharmcd, that, forgetting the empe- 
rors cruelties, they Ipftowed upon him higher encomi^s 
than they had ever gyen either to Vcfpafian or Titus. Dur- 
ing the fca-fight, a vmlent fhower fell \ but nevcrthelefs the 
emperor continued til the engagement was ended, often 
changing his cloathsi and would not fuffer any of the 
fpedlators to fetife ; whence, as the rain Jafted fome 
hours, many were feized with diftempers, and fonle even 
died* (I). 

The next confuls were, Domitian the lixteenth time^ 
aitd Q^Volufius Saturninus. This year the emperor ob- 
ferving a vaft plenty of wine, arid as great a fcarcity of 
corn, concluded froni thence, that the hufbandmen heg- 
le£led the tillage of the earth to attend the cultivation of 
their vines. To prevent therefore this inconvenience for 

* Suet. cap. 4. Dio, lib. Ixvii^ p. 76X, 763. 

(I) Dio Cafflus deferibes an his enemies. After they had 
entertainment, to which the long waited, expecting every 
emperor invited the principal momenta tragical end, the doors 
men among the fenators and were at length all on a fuddea 
knights; an entertainment, fayt^ bur/1 open, when a great num- 
ihat writer, which, more than her of naked perfons, having 
any thing elfe, difpUyed his their bodies dyed black, enter- 
tyrannical temper, how ed the hall, with drawn fwords 

Wantonly he abufed his powej^ ill one hand, and flaming torches 
At the entrance of tl^ palace, in the other. The gueils, at 
the guefls were received with this dreadful appearance, felt 
great ceremony, and condudled all the agonies of death ; but 
to a. fpacious hall hung round thofe whom they looked upon 
With black, and illuminated as their executioners, having 
with a few melancholy lamps, for fome time danced round 
which were only fufiicient to them, at once fet open thp 
difeover the horror of the place, doors, and acquainted them, 
and the feveral coffins, upon that the emperor gave the com- 
wnich Were written, in capitals, pany leave to withdraw. Thus 
the names of the fCveral fenators did Domitian infult thefe two 
and knights invited. Great was illuftrious orders, /hewing, fays 
their fright and conflernation at Dio<^aflius, how little he feared 
me fight of fo difmal a fccne ; them, and at the famp timePwith 
fnr the emperor had often pub- how much rcafon they might 
Ijcly declared, that he could not dread his refentment, fince it 
jhink himfelf fafe fo long as one was in his power to cut them all 
fenator was left alive, and that offi, without expofing him/elf to 
amongfi the kniehts there were the leall danger (i). 
lew whom he did conflder as 

(i) Dio, libr larvji. p. 769. 
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the futurei he publifhed an edi£bj, forbidding any mofe 
vines to be planted in Italy, and iteommanding half the 
vines in the provinces to be immedntely rooted up. The 
cities of Alia fent a folemn embairy,H intreating him to fuf. 
pend the execution of the edift withfefpeA to their lands, 
Ence their chief revenues accrued ffrom wine, and the 
neighbouring provinces abounded with corn. At the head 
of this embafTy was Scopelianus, profeflbr of eloquence at 
Smyrna, who, infinuatirg himfelf with wonderful addrefs 
into the emperor’s favour, prevailed upon him^, to repeal 
the edift, and allow all nations fubjedl; to Rome full liberty 
of planting and cultivating vines at their pleafure. „ 
For the following year Pompeius Collega and D. Prifcus 
were confuls. Pliny names the former among the confulars, 
who were living in the reign of Trajan®. This year was re- 
markable for the death of me celebrated Agricola. His end 
proved aiHifling to his family, fays Tacitus, forrowful to his 
friends, and matter of grief even to foreigners. The com- 
mon people, during his Ecknefs, were not only frequent 
in their viEts to his houfe; but in all public places, in all 
private companies, made him the fubjc£k of their converfa- 
tion : nor, when his death was divulged, was there a foul 
found, who did not lament it as a public misfortune. What 
aggravated the general concom was a prevailing rumour, 
that he was difpatchcd by poifon. That there was any proof 
of this, Tacitus, his fon-in-law, will not take upon him to 
aver : however, he tells us, that, during the whole courfe 
ofhis illnefs, Domitian caufed^Trequei^t viGts to be made 
him, both by his favourite freedmen, and his moll trufly 
phyGcians 5 whether from real concern for his health, or 
eagemefs to learn the probability that his death approached, 
our hillorian will not determine. It is certain that, on 
the day in which he expired, accounts were by meflengers, 
purpoiely placed, every indant tranfmitted to the emperor, 
informing him how fad his end was approaching \ and no 
one believed he would have been thus eager, had he been 
to feel any forrow from hearing fuch tidings. However, 
upon the news of his death, he ^ide£^ed to fliew in his 
countenance much grief,and concern \ for, being now fe- 
cur^againd the objcfl: of liis hatred^ he could more eafily 
difguife his prefent joy, than lately conceal his fear. It is 
incredible how great was the fatisfadfion which he exprefl- 
cd whch, upon reading the lad will of Agricola, he found 
himfelf left joinl-heir with his excellent wife, and tender 
daughter. This difpoEtiun he aferibed to the uninfluenced 


y Pliiloftr. Vit, Apol, Ty, cap., 17. , 
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jUdgrUeiit and choice rf the deceafed; fo blinded he was hj 
continual battery, as #dt to know, that to no prince but a 
tyrant, did ever any wod father bequeath his fortune*. 

Thus died Agricolal in the fifty-fixth year of his age; and^ 
without entering inti the enthufiaftic encomiums of his 
fon-in-law Tacitus, we may fafely aver, that whether con- 
fidcred as a military dbmmander, a civil magiftrate, or a 
private citizen, he was an honour to human nature, and 
much too good for the age in whic*h he lived. 

The fame year Bebius MafTa, ail infamous accufer, Was Bebiaj 
himfelf accufed of extortion by the Bithynians, whom he Majpt, a 
ha3 plundered and opprefled in a moft tyrannical manner, 
while he governed that province. The fenate appointed ^^aigntd,’ 
Pliny the younger, and Herennius Senccio, originally a 
Bitbynian, and formerly quseftor in the fame province, to 
plead the caufc of the Bithynians. This office they per- 
formed fo effeflually, that Bebius was condemned oy the 
fenate, and the confuls were ordered to feize his eftate and 
effefts. But as they delayed from day to day the execution 
of the judgment, Senccio, fearing the delinquent might in 
the mean time privately convey away part of his effefts, re-* 
folved to apply for an immediate execution of the fentence, 
and urged Pliny to aft therjin in concert with him. Pliny 
at firft declined engaging in an affair which he thought fo- 
reign to the profcffion of a pleader ; but Senecio continuing 
obftinatc in his refolution, he at length confcnted to foJicit 
the confuls jointly with hitii^ to feize the effcfts of Bebius 
without delay, thatf reparation might be made of the Ioffes 
fuftained by the Bithynians. Accordingly they went to- 
gether to the confuls, where they found Bebius, who, upon 
hearing their petition, was fo enraged againft Scnecio, that 
he fummoned him before the emperor, as guilty of treafon. 

The very name of treafon ftruck the whole aflembly with 
terror. But Pliny, without betraying the leaft fear, addrelT- Th cqh^ 
ing Bebius, told him, he was forry he did not charge him and 
with the fame ‘crime, fince, by his not accufing him, as 
well as Senecio, men might believe, that he had not afted 
againft him with equal zeal ; and that he ffiould be grieved, 
if he knew, that any one entertained of him fo bad ay opi- 
nion. This firmnefs and intrepidity in Pliny wis highly 
applauded ; and NerVa, who was at that tinie in exile aC 
Tarentum, congratulated him by letters upon his fteady 
conduft. Pliny himfelf wrote to Tacitus, acquainting him 
with what harf paffed, to infert in his hiftory, which he 
clteemed as a work that would never die \ but the letter of 


Tacit, Vit. Agr. c»p. 44. 
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bomitian'i PKny has outlived that part of Tacitus’s hiftoiy^. This year 
^°™*^^** undertook an expedition ^glinft the Sarmatians, 
pieces a whole legioif, with the officer who 

tianj, commanded them ^ : but, as to the iaffiie of this war, we 
are quite in the dark : all we know iL that, on this occa- 
lion, he quarreled likewife with thef Marcomanians ; and, 
on his return, affiimed the title of emperor for the twenty- 
fecond and laft time. He returned to Rome in the month 
of January, and, inileacF of triumphing, contented himfelf 
with prefenting a crown of laurel to Jupiter Capitolinus. 
Statius and Martial make frequent mention of this war, ex- 
tolling, with their ufual flattery, the fuppoled exploits, and 
pretended vi£lorie5, of their hero. 

The following year, L. Nonnius Afprenas and Sextilius 
Lateranus being confuls, Domitian grew quite outrageous 
in cruelty feemingly bent upon putting in execution the 
defign, which he had long fince formed, of utterly extir- 
pating the fenate, and deftroying all who were any way 

Thi eala- coniiderable either for their birth or virtue Tacitus thus 
deferibes the miferies of thefe calamitous timed: “ The 
iflands were peopled with exiles ; the rocks contaminated 
with murder and blood. But more hideous Hill were the 
ravages of cruelty at Rome. It was treafonable to be no- 
ble ; capital to be rich ; crimfual to have borne honours, 
criminal to have declined them ; and the reward of worth 
and virtue was quick and inevitable dellruftion. Nor were 
the iniquities of the informers^ more fliocking than their 
great and diftinguifhing rewards ; for upon fomc were be- 
llowed, as the fpoils of the Rate, the pontifical dignities, 
and thofe of the confulfliip ; others were fent with the cha- 
radler of procurators into the provinces ; fome were made 
prime miniRers and confidants at home ; and in every Ra- 
tion exerting all their terrors, and purfuing their hatred, 
they controled and confounded all things. Slaves were 
fuborned againR their maRers, freedmen againR their pa- 
trons ; and fuch as had no enemies were betrayed and un- 
done by their friends He thought it was happy for Agri- 
cola that he lived not to fee “ the court of the fenate bc- 
lieged, nor the fenate inelofed with armed men, nor the 
butchery x)f fo many perfons of confular dignity, nor the 
flight and exile of fo many women of the prime nobility, 
ull efFefled in one continued faavock. Even Nero (fays he) 
with-held his eyes from fcencs of cruelty : he indeed or- 
dercl murders to be perpetrated, but faw them not. The 

b Plin. lib. vii. epill. 33, Sr lib. iiii epift. 4. e Suet, cap* 

* Tacit. Vit. Agric. cap. 44. Tacit. Hill. lib. i, cap. a. 
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principal pact of our ^ifcries under Domitian was to be 
obliged to fee him, am be fecn by him, at a time when all 
our fighs and forrowawere watched and marked down for 
condemnation ; vhe^ that cruel countenance of his, al- 
ways covered with a lettled red, whence he hardened him- 
felr againftfliame antl|blufhing, ferved him to obferve all the 
pale horrors at once poflefling fo many illuftrious men 

The perfons whom he mentions in particular to have Helvidiut^ 
been this year put to death by Bomitian, are Helvidius, 

Rullicus, and Smecio. Helvidius was the fon of the ce- 
Icbrated Helvidius PrifeUs. He had been raifed to the con- 
fuifliip, and was, on account of his extraordinary virtue, 
abilities, and accomplifliments, in great credit with per- 
ibns of all ranks, thou^ he endeavoured, through fear of 
giving the emperor umbrage, to (hun the applaufes of the 
multitude, and conceal his talents in folitude and retire- 
ment. However, he was accufed of treafon ; and it was 
pretended, that in a poem compofed ^him, he had, un- 
der the borrowed names of Paris and CEnone, refledfced on 
the emperor for divorcing his wife Domitia. When the ac- 
cufed appeared to plead nis caufe before the fenate, one of 
the judges, named rublicius Certus, formerly prxtor, feized 
him, with the afliftance of fome otiier fenators, and, with- 
out allowing him Co ^eak hi his own defence, dragged him 
to pri(bn, where he was foon after executed by the empe- 
ror’s order K As for Certusi he was named for the con- 
fulfliip, which he difeharged four years after, in the fecond 
year of Nerva’s reign, wh?n Pliny arraigned him as a cri- 
minal before the fenate, in order to clear his friend Helvi- 
dius, and make his innocence appear, at lealt after his 
death, iince no one had been allowed to plead in his favour 
while living. The fenate put a flop to all profecutions of 
this nature, but yet degraded Certus, and deprived him of 
the confular dignity ; whence he di^ a few days after in 
great agonies and terror, imagining, as he himfelf owned, 
that Pliny purfued him with a drawn fword. Pliny pub- 
liflied the fpeech which he pronounced againtt him in the 
fenate, but it has been long fince loft, Herennius Senecio 
was, as we have related above, accufed, of treafon by Be- . 
bius MaiTa, whom he had charged with extortion ft the 
fuit of the Bithynians. The crime alleged againft him was, 
that he had written the life of Helvidius Frifeus, at the re- 
queft of Fannia his widow, and made ufe of the memoirs 
with which ftie had fumiflied him. Though Senecio had, 

f Tacit. Vit, Agric. cap. 44. s Suet, cap, 10, FJia. lib. ix. 
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with all poffible caro, avoided fuclii expreffioni ai might 
fee^i in the leaH to refiedi on the eiwerpri yetf becaufe he 
could not help commending a man yhom the prince had 
condemned, Domitian cauledhim to |pc fentenced to deathp 
and executed without delay. , 

Fannia acknowleged that (he had j^erfuaded Senccio to 
write the life of her hulhand, and l^pplicd him with ma- 
terlals. For this crime the was, hy a decree of the fenate, 
the ’Wife confined to a defert ifland, whither fhc carried with her, as 
her only comfort, the hiftory of her hufhand’s a£tions, 
mother which had been the caufe of her banifliment, though it was 
A'i ia, ba- declared capital to read or keep it. Arria, her mother, the 
widow of the famous Psetus Thrafea, was likewife ba- 
nifhed; but they were both recalled in the beginning of the 
reign of Nerya^. Domitian did not content himfelf with 
condemning Senecio for celebrating the praifes of Helvi- 
dius Frifeus’j and Arulenus KuAicus, for applauding Pxtus 
Thrafea ; but ordered the magiArates to commit their books 
to the flames, imagining that, in the fame Are,^he Aiould 
Aide the voice of the Roman people, with the liberty o^ the 
fenate, and all the ideas and memory of mankind. Lucius 
Junius Arulenus RuAicus, ^profefTed the philofophy of the 
Stoics, was tribune of the people when Psetus Thrafea was 
condemned by the fenate in ihe reign of Nero, and, as 
fuch, would have interpofed againA it, had not Thrafea 
himfelf rcArained him K He was prstor in the Aiort reign 
of Vitellius, by whom he was fent to Fetilius Cerealis, one 
of Vefpaflan’s commanders, to mediate <vji accommodation : 
on which occafion he was Wounded by the foldiery, who 
Aernly reje£led all terms of peace; and, notwithAanding 
the facred charadler of an ambaAador, would have been 
niaffacred, had it not been for the proteii^ion of. a guard 
appointed by Cerealis. The crime laid to his charge by 
. Domitian was his having, in his writings, commended 
Thrafea, and likewife Helvidius Prifeus, as men of honour 
and integrity. He was accufed by Marcus Regulus, who 
even pi\bliflied. a book filled with moA bitter inved^ives 
^ainA him. 

Several il- Junius Mauricus, the brother of RuAicus, who is highly 
commanded by Pliny was baniflied ; as was likewife Pom- 
Gratilla, the wife of RuAicus ; but they were both 
recalled bv the emperor Nerva. At the fame time was 
executed, by the emperor’s orders, Hermogenes of Tarfus, 
being accufed of fpeaking difrcfpcflfiilly the emperor, 

h Plin. lib. vii. epift. 19, & lib. ix. epift. 1 Diojib.lxvii. p. 765. 
Suet^ cap. 10. 1 Tacir. Vit. Agr. cap. 2. ^ Tacit. Annal. lib. 

xvi. cap, s6. J Plin. lib. i, epift. 1^. 
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under borrowed name^ Iti a hiftory which he compofed ; 

all thofe who were cOTOcrned in tranferibing or felling it 

Were condemned to ifc crucified". The fame year, and 

chiefly out of hatred Ip Ruftlcus, who profeffed the philo- 

fophy of the Stoics, nil philofophers were, by a decree of All pkihfo* 

the fenatci driven oullof Rome, and every fcience expelled 

Italy •*. Epiftetus, thb famous Stoic, was, in virtue of this 

decree, obliged to abandon the city. Lucius Telefinus, 

who had been conful in th^ reigmof Nero, chofe rather lo 

retire from his native country, as a philofopher, than to 

maintain his dignity by renouncing that profeffion Pliny 

bellows great encomiums upon the philofopber Artemi Ho- 

rus, who, on this occafion, left Rome. He had conrraflcd 

great debts, but for laudable purpofes, fays Pliny, who 

fupplied him with money to difeharge them, when his other 

friends, though poflefled of great wealth, abandoned him 

in his diftrefs. The philofopher would afterwards have re- 

imburfed Pliny; but he generoufly prefented him with the 

fum whiclf was owing to him Pliny frequently vifited 

him in the place of his retirement ; by which means he ex- 

pofed riimfelf to no fmall danger, his a£lions and conduff 

being the more narrowly dbferved, as he was at that time 

prsetor. 

He was himfelf well ap|lVilcd, that Domician fufpe£led pn^y 
him, as he bad lived in great intimacy with Seiiecio, Hel- fu/pe^rAly 
vidius, and Rufiicus. Had not Domitian been fcafonably I^omitian. 
cut off, Pliny would have undergone the fame fate whii^n 
moft of his friendi had fuffered : fnr, after the emperor’s 
4]eath, a memorial was found among his papers, prefented 
againfl Pliny by the celebrated informer Metius Carus"*. 

Many philofophers, dreading the refentment of the emperor, 
renounced their profefiion, and increafed the herd of in- 
formers. Some, abandoning Italy, fled to the moft weftem 
coafts of Gaul ; and others to the deferts of Lybia and Scy- 
thia. Dio Chryfoftomus, a celebrated fopbift, took Ihelter 
in the country of the Getse, where he earned a livelihood 
by tilling the ground, and carrying water, having always 
with him, to alleviate (lis diftrefs, a treatife of Plato, and 
an oration of Dertiofthenes ^ ki the height of this perfe- Apolhmiu 
cution, Apollonius Tyaneus came to Rome, if Fhik/ftratus 
is to be credited ; and was received with great marks of * 
efteem and veneration by Caf^erius ^lianus, commander 
of the prsetorian guards. 

, “ Suet, cap, 10. " Tacit. Vit. Agric. cap. a. • PhilD/lr. Vit. 

Apol. Ty. lib. vii, cap. 5. p Plin. lib. iii. epill. ii. s Ibid, 
hb, vii. epifti 17. ^ FhiJoft. Vit. Apol. Ty. lib. vii. cap. 1. 
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He had not been long in the city, t>efore he contrafled a 
llrift friendfhip with Nerva, RufusiWnd Salvidienus Orfi*> 
tus, whom he folicited to confpire agkinit Domitiani and to 
deliver the world from fo bloody a twant. , The author of 
hiB life tells uSj that the plot was aftually formed ; but 
that the confpirators delaying the exuution of it| the em- 
peror, in the mean time, fufpefting^heir defignj accufed 
them of treafon before the fenate : the charge was not 
proved but neverthelefsdlufas and OriituB were confined 
to the illands, and Nerva to the city of Tarentum. Orfi- 
tus was foon after put to death * in the place of his exile. 
We find no farther mention made of Rufus by the writers 
of thofe times. If Nerva was banifhed, as Fhiloflratus 
writesj he returned home the fame or the following year; 
for he was at Rorne, as is plain from Dio Caflius when 
Domitian was murdered : nayi that writer takes no notice 
of the banifhment of Nerva ; an omiflioi^ which makes us 
fufpe^l; the truth of what Fhiloflratua writesi who is often 
guilty of very confiderable miflakes (U). 

In the following year Domitian entered upon his feven- 
tcenth and laft confulfhip, taking for his colleague Flavius 
' Clemens, of whpm we fhall hereafter fpeak. At this pe- 
riod difcovery was made of a dangerous confpiracy againfl 
the emperor ; at the head of which was Juvenius Celfus, 
whom fome writers fuppofe to be the celebrated civilian 
Publius Jubenius Celfus, who was piretor in the reign of 
Trajan, and conful in that of Adrian, and is highly com- 
mended by Fliny Celfus, fiifding hipifelf betrayed, obr 
taincd a private audience of the emperor ; in which, throw- 
ing himfelf at his feet, and accofling him as a deity with the 
titles of Lord and God, he protefled, that, as to himfelf^ 
he was quite innocent of the crime laid to his charge ; but 
would, provided he was allowed a Ihort refpite, difcover 
all thofe who were concerned in the plot, and produce un^ 
deniable proofs of their guilt, liiiconfequence of this offer, 
the emperor difmiffed him untouched ; but Celfus deferring, 
under various pretences, from time to time, the promifed 

a Suet* cap. iq. i DiojJib- Ixvii. p. 767, n Plin. lib. vi. 

^ epift. ^ 

(U) Sulpitia, a Roman lady 'threatens him with death. She 
of great diftindtion, wrote a ii highly commended by Mar- 
poem upon the expulfion of the tial for the purity of her man- 
philofophers ; wherein flie in- ners, and the elegance of her 
veighs with great bitternefB compohcion (i). 
ggaiofl pomitian, and even 

(i) Mart, lib, z. epig. 35. 


difcovery. 



The Roman Hjflory, ] 

difcovery, efcaped, by ihe death of DomitJan, which hap- 
pened the following ^r, the danger that threatened him 

This year, the fourfeenth of Domitian’s reign, \ind 95 th Vr. of Fi. . 
of the Chriftian sera, jfs remarkable for the cruel peifccution *445- 
raifcd againft the Cmiftians, of whom infinite numbers 
were put to death bo^ at Rome and in the provinces, the 
emperor having difpaVhed letters and edids into the moll ThTU 
remote parts of the empire, commanding aU thofe, who genJrmJ 
profefled that religion, to be treated as declared enemies to pfr/tcutioM, 
the ftate * (W). 

Among the many illuftrious perfons who fufiered in fo 
gaod a caufc, were fome of the emperor's own relations ; 
namely, Flavius Clemens, his coufin-germin, and col- Thidtatk 
league in the confulfiiip, and the two Flavis Domitill*, the ffFiavimt 
one the wife, the other the niece, of Flavius Clemens. He 
wasthefon of Flavius Sabinus, the brother of Vefpafian, 

His eldelt Ton, named likewife FI. Sabinus, was conful with 
Domitian in the firll year of his reign, and foon aftej^ by 
the emperor s order, put to death. FI. Clemens married, 
in compliance with the emperor’s defire, FI. Domitilla, who 
was nearly related to Domitian y. By her Clemens had 
two fons, to whom Domitian, as he had no iffuc of his own, T*' /f/. 
refolved to leave the empire 5 and therefore changed their 
namics, calling one of theimVefpafian, and the other Do- fin. ^ 
mitian. Quintilian was charged with the care of inllru£l- 
ing and educating the two grandfons of the emperor's lifter ; 
a convincing proof that Fl^via Domitilla, the wife of Cle- 
mens, was daughtp to Dainitilla, the emperor's fifter; for 
thefe two youths were, without all doubt, the fons of Cle- 
mens by Flavia Domitilla. Clemens was this year conful; 
but had fcarce refigned the fafees, when he was, upon a 
flight and groundlefs fufpicion, cut off by the emperor’s 
order. Dio Caflius relates, that he was accufed of impiety 
or atheifm ; a crime, fays that writer, for which many 

wDio, lib. Ixvii. p. 765, >Orof.lib. vii.cap. 10. Tertull. 

Apol. cap. 5. Laftan. Perf. cap. 3. Eufeb. Cfaron. cap. 17. 7 Phi- 

loft. Vit. Apol.Ty. lib. vjii. cap. 10. 

(W) This perfccution is (p). That Suetonius meant 
noticed by Suetonius, who telU the Chriftiuis is evident / for all ” 
us, that Domitian obli^d the Pagan hiftoriana, whether 
thofe who lived at Rome after Greek or Latin, conftantly 
the manner of the Jewa, to pay Ircak of them as rdembling the 
the fame taxes as if they were Jews in their manners, though 
rnlly Jews, and treated them not originally of that nation* ^ 

wjth no lefs rigour and feverity 

(1) Suet. cap. la, 


othera 
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others ^ere at that time condemned)' who had adopted the 
manners of the Jews*. Thus the Ct^iftians are conflantly 
defcribed by the Fagan writersi as is evident from Origen, 
and other Chriftian writers of the prmiitive times The 
crime of impiety pr atbeifm, was one of the charges com- 
monly brought againit the Chriftians/ for refufihg to pay 
any worfhip to the pretended deities of the Gentiles Sue- 
tonfius, fpeaking of Flavius Clemensj fays, he was no way 
to be feared, being flothftil and ina£tive ; which was an- 
other charge, as Tertullian obferves S brought agairft the 
Chrillians, on account of the retired life they led, and their 
defpifing the dignities which were fo ambitioufly covettfd 
by others. It is, therefore, in our opinion, pretty plain, 
that the only crime alleged againit Flavius Clemens was his 
profeiling the Chriflian religion. 

Flavia Domitilla, wife of Flavius Clemens, was likewife 
arraigned of impiety ; andbefides, refufed to comply with 
the orders of the emperor, commanding her to marry an- 
other perfon a few days after the death of her hulband 
flavtd She was therefore banifhed to the iiland of Fandataria, in 
the bay of Futeoli, now known by the name of Santa Ma- 
"y i-jj, As to Clemens's two fons, to whom Domitian deilgned 
to bequeath the empire, we find no farther mention made 
of them by the ancient hiftoriads ; but we fuppofe, that if 
they were not deftroyedhy Domitian, the excellent princes 
Nerva and Trajan, who were enemies to all bloodfliL’d and 
llaughter, fiift'cred them to live unmolefled. 

During this perfccution St. John w^s confined to the 
ifland of Patmos, in the Archipelago, where he wrote the 
Man^ Apocalypfc-, and a great many champions of the Chriflian 
Chriji'tans m.cnLionedby the ecclefiaftic writers, fuffered, in the 

dtatkor fame caufe, death or banifhmcnt. This year Domitian 
kanljbid, caufed Epaphrodius, formerly freedman and fecretary to 
Nero, to be executed, for having afTifled that prince in dif- 
patching himfelf. By this iiiflance of feverity he hoped to 
deter his own freedmen from any attempts upon his life ; 
and this, as Dio Caflius obferves, was the only motive 
which prompted him to exert fueh rigour againft a perfon 
whom he had admitted to his confidence, and honoured with 
the faifte employment which he had enjoyed under Nero ^ 

The next conAils were Caius Fabius Valens and Caius 
Antiftius Vetus, of whom the former was ninety years old 
when he entered upon his confulfhip, and feems to have 

^Dio, Kb. Ixvii, p. 760. > Orig. in Cell. Kb. i. p. 5. ii Vid. 

Juft. Apol, i. p. ^6. c Tert. Apol. cap. fi, d^Pb'dnft. Vit. 
Apol. Ty. lib, viii, cap. 10. « Dio, p. 766. Plio. Panegyr. 

Suet cap. i4> 

died 
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died before, it ei^cd'J Siluy prodigies ate faid to have 
happened this year at Aome and in the provinces. The 
city was for eight moinhs almoft daily alarmed with dreads 
ful qlaps of thunder and flaflies of lightning ; the Capitol, 
the temple of the Flavian family, and the emperor’s own 
chamber, were damaged by thunder; the infeription upon 
one of the emperor’s ^umphal itatues was beaten off, and, 
by the violence of the fform, carried into a neighbouring 
monument ; the tree, which had, been thrown down in 
VefpaHan’s time, and rofe up again, fell down the fecond 
time 9 the oracle at Prsenede, which had always returned 
favourable anfwers, and promifed him good fortune and 
fuccefs at the beginning of each year, prefageil nothing now 
but calamities andflaughter; Domitian himfelf dreamed, 
that Minerva, to whom, tis his tutelar deity, he paid par- 
ticular worfhip, and whofe feaff he annually celebrated on 
the Alban Mount, had withdrawn herfelf from the chapel 
which he had confecrated to her ; telling him, that Jupiter 
had difarmed her, and thatfhe could prote£l him no longer. 
But nothing terrified him fo much as the anfwer of the 
aftrologcr Afcletarion, and the circumilanees attending his 
predidbion. This man being accufed of having foretold 
the death of the emperor, and not denying the charge, Do- 
mitian alked him, whether he knew what would be his own 
doom. The allrologer anfwere.d, that, in a fhort time, he 
Ihould be devoured by dogs. The emperor, to convince 
the world of the fallhood of his art, ordered him to he im- 
mediately put to d^ath, atAl his body to be burnt. The 
firff part of the-fentence was put in execution ; but before 
the body was half confumed by the flames, it was blown 
down, together with the funeral pile, by a violent Aorm, 
and devoured, purfuant to the prediction, by the dogs*. 
Another affrologer, named Larginus Proculus, foretold 
publicly in Germany, that the eighteenth of September 
would prove the laft day of Domitian’s life. He was im- 
mediately apprehended by the governor of the province, and 
fent to the emperor, in whofe prefence he maintained the 
truth of his predid^on, ^nd was, on that account, condemn- 
ed to be executed on the nincteeii^h of the aforefaid month ; 
but Domitian being murdered the day before, as Prpculua 
had foretold, he was not only difmf&d unhurt, but pre- 
fen ted by Nerva with a large fum, and ever after heJd is. 
great effeem 
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r Dio, p. 756. Ooupb. p- 313. Idat. in Fill. &Cv 
^,pioj p. 767, Suet. cap. 16. 
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Domitiaiij terrified with thefe priidiAions and prodigies, 
and alarmed by his own guilty confcience, lived in continual 
difquiet ; there was no accident fo trivialj no perfon fo con- 
temptiblei as not to terrify him, and put him upon fangui- 
nary precautions. Of the eminent perfonsi either of the 
fenatorial or equeilrian order, he wA under perpetual ap- 
prehenGons, and making daily viftpns : their wealth and 
race, their poverty, names, and quality, alarmed him : he 
fufpe£ted friends and enemies ; thofe who advifed him in 
council, thofe who diverted him at his leifure hours, his 
mofl intimate friends and confidants, were all martyrs to 
his jealoufy and fury : he dreaded all men, and every thing : 
feveral of his freedmen were put to death. He depofed the 
commander of the prxtorian guards, and difeharged great 
numbers of officers. But the more he made others fufFer, 
the fader he multiplied his own torments. At length he 
would not permit any criminal, however loaded with irons, 
to plead before him, till he had firll fccurcd the chains in 
his own hands ^ A young child, with whom he ufed to 
divert himfelf, having one day, while the emperor was 
afleep, taken a paper from under his head to play with it, 
the emprefs, happening to meet him, defired to fee it; 
when, to her great furprize, £he found it contained the 
names of feveral illuftrious peifons deftined to flaughter, 
including her own, with thofe of Norbanus and Petronius 
Secundus, captains of the prztorian guards, and of Farthe- 
nius, the emperor’s chamberlain. 

To thefe Domitia immediately communicated the paper; 
- and they refolved, without farther deliberation, to difpatch 
the tyrant before he had time to put his defign in execu- 
tion. Suetonius tells us, thatDomitianperifhedby a confpi- 
racy of his friends and freedmen, with the privity of his wife K 
The death of Clemens haflened, according to the fame 
writer, his own ruin, either becaufe the cruelty he exercifed 
towards thofe of his own family, occafioned a general 
dread and defpair, or becaufe it provoked Stephanus, who 
was freedman and procurator to Domitilla, the wife of 
Clemens, and befides, was at that time accufed of having 
embezzled part of ^ her ciF^s ^ Be that as it may, Sto- 
phanujf not only joined the confpirators, but, being a man 
of great ftrengtn, undertook to ^fpatch the tyrant Do- 
mitian is faid to have long before had an apprehenfion, not 
only of the year and day, but of the hour and manner of 
his death, having been forewarned of what in the end be- 

i Dio, p. 766. k Suet. cip. 14. 1 Pbiloft. Vit. Apol. Ty- 

lib. vUL cap! lot ■> Dio, p. 766. Suet. cap. 17. 
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fel hinii when he wa^but a child. One night his father 
Vefpafian, who gavs great credit to the prediflions of 
a(trol»gerS| and letained one of them, named Seleucus, 
conftantly about him, obferving that Domitian at fupper 
abflained from mufh^oms, derided him as one ignorant of 
his own fate, fince h|e feemed to be under greater appre- 
henfion of poifon tha\ of the fword. This remark Domi- Hhjeam 
rian ever after remembered, and was always ftrangely 
affe£^ed by the bare fight of a drilwn fword,, or any other 
weapon. From this timidity it was, that, however ambi- 
tious, he refufed the new and extraordinary honour that 
\i^s decreed for him ^ namely, that as often as he wascon- 
ful, a certain number of Roman knights, chofen by lot, 

(hould walk before him amongit his liftors, in their robes, 
with lances in their hands. When the time, which he 
chiefly dreaded and fufpefied drew near, his jealoufy in- 
creafed to fuch a degree, that he caufed the gallery, in 
which he ufually walked, to be fet round with a certain 
ftonc called phengites, by which images were refleded as 
in a mirror, fo that he could difdover what was done be- 
hind him. 

The day before his death he ordered fome choice fruit, Hifetm 
which were prefented to him, to be referved for the next . 

day, adding, If it be mf fortune to ufe them then, 
turning to thofe about him, “ To-morrow (faid he) the ^ 

moon will appear bloody in Aquarius, and fomething will 
happen, which will be much talked of.” About midnight 
he was fo terrified,ithat he leaped out of bed. However, he 
went next morning to the forum to adminiiler jufticc, and 
returned to the palace an hour before mid-day, the time 
which he chiefly dreaded. Having afked what time of the 
day it was, one of the confpirators, on purpofe to deceive 
him, told him it was noon. Overjoyed at this information 
he thought of nothing but abandoning himfelf to mirth and 
pleafure. As he was ^oing to bathe, according to the Ro- 
inan cuftom, before dinner, Parthenius, his chief cham- 
berlain, told him, he had fomething of great importance 
to impart, and fuch as could not be deferred. The empe- 
ror, ordering all his attendants td withdraw, retired to his 
chamber, where Parthenius introduced Stephanus, wlfb, the 
better to difguife his defign, had appeared for fome days 
with his left arm fufpended in a fling, as if it had received 
fome hurt. He prefented a memorial to Domitian, wherein 
he pretended to difeover a dangerous confpiracy formed by 
his coufin Flavius Clemens, whom he averred to be flill 
alive; and by feveral others, whofe names, were all fet 
down, with the places of their abode. While the emperor 

was 
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i was reading the membrial with grea^ attentioHi StephanM, 

:w9imded drawing faddenly a dagger^ which be had kept concealed, 
ftruck it into his belly. The emperor, finding bimfelf 
woahded, called to a boy, who happened to be in the 
room, to reach him a dagger, which ^y under his pillow, 
and to run for aflifiance j but under ^is pillow was found 
only the fcabbard, and the doors wCre locked and firmly 
fecured. Domitian, notwithfianding his wound, ftruggled 
Ibme time with Stepha'Tius, and even threw him with 
great violence to the ground, ftriving to wrell the dag- 
ger out of his hand, and with his fingers, though cut and 
mangled, to thruft out his eyes. At length Parthenids, 
who had withdrawn when Stephanus came ill, fearing 
fome of the guards might, in the mean time, come to his 
relief, opened the door of the chamber, and rufhing upon 
the emperor with Claudianus, Maximus, Satureius, and a 
MMd killed, celebrated gladiator, difpatched him with feveral wounds. 

Many who were not privy to the confpiracy, alarmed at 
the noife, haftened to the emperor’s apartment, and find- 
ing him wallowing in his blc^, killed Stephanus. The 
other cnnfpirators made their efcape as foon as the murder 
was perpetrated 

YnHf FL Thus died Domitian, notwith Handing all his precautions, 
9446. and his pretended divinity, aVter having lived forty-four 
A« !>• 96* years, ten months, and twenty-fix days, and reigned fifteen 
U. C. B46. and fiye days. At his death the common people 

He is rv- neither grief nor joy; ^ut the foldiers, whofc pay 

gretted by - he had incrcafed, and with whom he often (hared his ra- 
ihetroofj, pine, bewailed him exceedingly; and would have raifed 
great difturbanccs, had not their officers, as moft of them 
were concerned in the confpiracy, reftrained their fory. 
The troops quartered in the country of the Gete were ready 
to revolt, when they underftood he had been afiafiinated; 
but the philofopher Dio ChryfoHomus, who had retired -to 
that province, checked their rage, by a fpcech which he 
made to the mutinous legion upon the guilt of tyrants, and 
^ ptntiihments due to fuch as abufe^their power to the op- 

y^^Aijoy ef preffion of people committed to their care As for the 
iiAefiMtk> Senate, they could not Oifguife their joy : they afiembfed 
ki halle ; and after having, in the moft opprobrious manner 
imaginable, reviled his memory, they commanded all his 
ima^s to be tom in pieces. An infinite number of ftatues 
of gold and filveo eredled to him in the difierent quarters 
of the city, were, by their orders, broken and melted 

n S«et. cirfi; 17. Dio, p. 676. Phikft. in Vit Apol. Ty. p. 485* 
^ 5 uft» cap. PkiJolt. ibid. p. 499. 
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down; his triumphaly arches were overturned, and his 
name declared infamous : they even enafted a decree, com- 
manding all inferiptiohs, in which he was mentioned, to 
be obliterated, his name to be ftruck out of the confu- 
lar tables, and his -body to be thrown into the Tiber p. 
Several ancient inferibtions are ftill to be feen, in which the 
name of Domitian isDjrafed^ All his aAs were annulled, 
and thofe whom he had baniflied recalled. A woman, 
named Phyllis, who had been charged with the care of his 
education, while he was an infant, caufed his body to be 
privately conveyed upon a bier, like a perfon of the meaneit 
ccyidition, to a couiitry-houfe fhe had at a fmail diftance 
from the city; where fhe burnt it, and, carrying the aihes, 
without being obferved, to the temple which fhe had built 
for the Flavian family, mixed them with thofe of Julia the 
daughter of Titus, whom fhe had likewife brought up. 
Domitian was the lafl emperor of the Flavian family, and 
likewife the lafl of thofe princes who are commonly ftyled 
the Twelve Caefars. 

As the celebrated philofopher Apollonius Tyaneus a£ied 
a chief part in the late revolutions of the Roman empire, 
and made at this time a great figure in the world, a fuccin£t 
account of his life and a£lions cannot be looked upon as 
foreign to the prefent fubjefl, nor be ill re^ceived by our 
readers. Of ihr other writers, who dourifhed under Do- 
mitian, we lliall fpeak in our notes (W). Apollonius was 

born 

F Suet. ibid. Dio. lib. IxvIlL p. 769. Macrob. Saturn, lib. Vi 
cap. xii. Lafl. Ferfec. cap. 3. 9 Goltz. p. z34. 


(W) Thefe v;ere Quintilian, 
Valerius Flaccus, Martial, Sta- 
tiufl, Juvenal, and Silius. Mar- 
cus Fabius Quintilianus was, 
according to Sc. Jerom and 
Aufonius, a native of Ca- 
lagorina, now Calahorra, in 
Old Caftile ; he fludied rhe- 
toric under Domitius Afer : 
He pleaded feveral caufes at 
Rome before queen Berenice (1), 
and confequently under Vefpa- 
fian ; for in his time Berenice 
came to Rome, and was by 
TituB lent back to her own 
country, in the very beginning 
of his reign. Vefpalian having 


fettled a falary upon the profef- 
fors of eloquence, to be paid 
yearly out of the treafury, Quin- 
tilian was the firfl who opened a 
free fchool at Rome. He dif- 
charged that important office 
with ^reat reputation, and to 
the fatisfaftion of all, for the 
fpace of twenty years ; during 
w^ich time he acquired great 
wealth. He then refigped his 
charge, and wrote a book on 
the caufes of the decay of elo- 
quence (2), When he had fi- 
nilfaed this treatife, be was pre- 
vailed upon by his friends to 
undertake a more laborious 


Cl) OjiioL Ub. iif. cap. i. (1) Quint. Frafat. Sc lib. vL p. 177. 
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for he ia faid to haTtii^d m hundred yearSj and died foon 


work I hts twdTc books of 
rhetort^ which will be ever 
admlrdfby all perfona of tafte 
and judgment. While he waa 
' cnt{uoyed in compofiog this 
Work, Domitian charged ^lini 
with the educacioD of his filler’s 
^randfons, as we have related 
kn the text (3), He was after- 
wards honoured with the con- 
fular ornaments, at the recom- 
mendation o( Flavius Clemensp 
then in great fayour with the 

a ror. SidoniuB Apolinaris 
s's high encomiums upon 
Quintilian, and equals him to 
the molt elegant writers of anti- 
quity (4). 

C. Valerius Flaccus Setinus 
Bslbus was a native of Padua, 
as is evident from ^itial {p, 
and not of Sied# in Campania, 
as fome have eoi^^ured from 
the napte of Setlh^. Rewrote 
an epre poem bn the vo3rage of 
the Argonauts, divided into 
right which he began in 
the reign of Vefpafian, to whom 
it is idferibed, said, conrinued 
under Domitian ^ for he WaS^ 
^Cording to Voffius, pfev^ted 
by death from putting the lad 
hand to it (6). 

The poet M. Valerius Mar- 
tialis, lo famous dir bis epi- 
jjrams, was a native qf Bjlbi- 
«■ (7)1 which fmall 

dlftaace from the prefeat city 
. trf* Calamtudt if the kingd^of 
Alriagmi (f). He was 5cm in 
- the of Claudius, cme to 


# after 

Rome in^ that of Nerp, being 
then twenty years old, and lived 
there thirty years (9), favoured 
by tho emperors, specially by 
Domitian, whom, on all occa- 
fions, he Hatters in a mod ab- 
je£l manner. Upon that prince’s 
death he left the city, and retir- 
ed to bis own countiy ; where, 
afi»r three years, Which he 
paded without 'wriring, he was 
prevailed upon by Terentius 
Prifeus to compofe his twelfth 
book, in which he (peaks of the 
emperorsNerva ana Trajan ( 1 ). 
Pliny, in whofe commendation 
he had written an epigram, had 
a particular kindnefs and e^m 
for him ; whence he prefented 
him, upon his depanure from 
Rome, with a fum of money to 
4|Bfray the expences of his jour** 
ney (z). As to his writings, the 
emperor Lucius Verus ufed to 
call him his Virgil (3) ; but 
fe^i either before or fince that 
prince’s tune, feem to have en- 
tertained fuch a high opinion 
of his compofidotis. Scaliger 
approves of what he himlelf 
wrote of hia epigrams. Mod 
critics have found fault with 
his thoughts, his' (^le, and, 
hove all, with his puns, which 
are often very lon^ and with 
hia preteBded wlttfcifms (4). 

fome of his epigrams 
are, for thw lewdnefs, infam- 
ous, perhaps beyond any thing 
written in the Ladn tongue. 

Statius flouriflied at the famt 


1 ( 4 > SiH. Apollin. Ith- V. epift. 10 . 

II. car. var. f9o. & llbf «. ver. 31 B.' ^ (s) Mart. fib. i. 


fi. 77 

y*r. 15. 


tS) Volf. Poet. Lit. p. 46. (7) Mart. Hh aiii. 

(S) Biudr,& Bill. Poet. p. 41s. (9) Voff. Poet# 

(1) Mirr. lib. xii. Prsf. epigr. 18, 4, 6, B. & lib. x. 
(a) Pliiu lib. Hi. epift. 11. (3) Lraprid. Vik. 

(4] Vide Bail. Poet. p. 41s. 

time; 



I ^ ' 

koinoH Hijoty. 

after tlie acceffion oIK^em to the ehipirej which happened 
io the niirety-fixth year of the, Chriftian ara. The 

of 

tlmc^ Imt is never mentioned under Nerva and Trajan. He 
by Martial, which fotne afcribc was born at Aquinum, whence 
to jealoufy, Statius bein^highly he came to Rome when he was 
efteenied by Domitian, on ac- very young, and gained great 
count of his making, with ez-^ credit by his Satires, which were 
traordinary eafe, extemporary reaif by many Romans, i^ho pe- 
verfes upon any fubjeft what- rufed no other book (7). A 
ever. He wrote two epic player, in great favour at court, 
pdems ; namely, the Thebais, offended at fome verfes of his 
comprifed in twelve books, and feventh faiire, had intereft 
the Achilleis, which conlifts on- Enough with the eitiperor to get 
ly of two, the poet being pre- him removed from Rome, and 
vented by death from accom- fent into Egypt, to command a 
plilhing that work (5). They legion quartered in the utmoll 
are both inferibed to Domitian. bounds of that province ; where 
Befides thefc poems, he wrote he died foon after of grief, be- 
feveral other pieces, upon va- ing fourfqorc when lie was ob- 
rious oc^afions, which have liged to undertake that journey, 
likewife reached us, under the ^Caius Silius Italicus wrote a 
title of Sylv®, and are compre- poem, highly commended by 
bended in five books. His com- Martial (8) , on the fecond Pu- 
portions were much efteemeef iiic war. Before he applied 
at Rome In his own time, and himfeif to the ftudy of poetry, 
are Hill admired by the young be had pleaded many years at 
poets ; nay, Julius Scaliger is the bar, and bad even been con- 
of opinion, that of the aif- ful; which office he difebarged 
cleot poets, he comes neareft the year that Nero was killed, 
to the inimitable Virgil. But He is not, by our modern cri- 
better judges look upon Statius tics, much efteemed as a poet; 
rather as a bad hiilorian chan a but greatly commanded for the 
good poet, anddefpife his bom- purity of his Ayle, wherein he 
DaA lWle,Rn(LnuaiDt expreffions. is thought to excel all the, wri- 
His oylvzp which were for the ters of his time (9). 
moA pan couppofed eztempora- Several other poets are men- 
neoufly, and without premedi- tioned by Martial, as AouriAi- 
tation, are by the critics more, ing at this time ; namely, Cur- 
dleemed than his epic pdems, tius Montanus, Turnus, and 
. there being in them fome very Sciqva Memor, who were bro- 
good Aiou^'ts, 'iifixed withfuc^ thers ; Aruntius Stella, Qodrua 
as are ^uite trivial and low (6). or Cordus, Paceius, FauAus^ 
Deoius Junius Juvenalis was Rubrenus, Lappa, M^ Uiijcuiy 
contemporary Statius and Lfigurinus, TheodpruS| Canius, 
Mvcial, and continued to write Licinianus, Voegnius Vidtor^ 

(5) Bail. Poet, p, 415. (6) Ibid. p. 426. (7) Ammian. 

lib- xxviii. p. 374. (a) Mart. lib. iv, epig. 14. (9) Vids 

Bail, Poet. p. 39s. 





Hidppnn 

tA§ Pytha~ 
jhric phi’> 
wfipiy, 

Thi auflt- 
ritj of hU 


J%e Roman Hiftoryl 

of Tyaneus he borrowed from the ^ity of Tvanft in Cappa- 
dociai the place of his nativity. His birtn was foretoldj 
and^accompaniedi if the author of his life is to be credit- 
ed by many prodigies. When he was but fourteen years 
old, he applied him^lf to the ftudy of the Pythagoric pfai- 
lofophy, firil at Tarfus, the capital of Cilicia, and after- 
wards at ^gas, another city of the||fame province, under 
the direflion of one Euxenes. He retired at the age of 
fixteen to a houfe in the country, where he led a life of 
great aufterity, abftaining, purfuant to the maxims of his 
fe£f, from all manner of fleih, fuffering his hair to grow, 
going barefoot, and clad only in linen, that he might ufe 
nothing proceeding from any living creature. From nis 
country refidence, he removed, after fome time, to the 
temple of -^fculapius in the city of -^gae, where he foon 
became known, great numbers of votaries flocking daily to 
the temple of that pretended deity, for the prefervation or 
recovery of their health. There Apollonius commenced 
•cenfor and reformer of manners, having already, it feems, 
an extraordinary opinion of his own virtue”. 

His father dying, he took pofTefTion of his inheri- 
tance 5 but referved only a fmall fhare of it for himfelf, 
the greatefl: part of it he yielded to his brother, who led 
a vicious and difTolute lire, /rom which he was by this 
generolicy retrieved ; the reft, except a very fmall portion, 
he divided amongft his neceflitous relations. Being thus 
difengaged from every thing that could divert him from 
the Itudy of philofophy, anck the pra£lice of virtue, he 
pafled five years in filence, agreeably to the cultom of 
the Pythagoreans. During that time, he appeafed feveral 
tumults and feditions in Cilicia and Famphylia, efpecially 
at Afpenda, one of the chief cities in the latter province, 
where the populace were ready to burn the chief magiflrate 
alive, for not obliging fome of the wealthy inhabitants to 
produce their corn during a famine, and fell it at a reafon- 
able price. He, went afterwards to Antioch, to Ephefus, 
and to feveral cities, where he revived the worfhip of fome 
deities or idols, which now began to be negle&ed. He 


' ^hiloft. Vit. Apoll, Ty."lib. i. 

and PallienuB Paulus (i). Sui- 
das mentions one Epaphroditus, 
author of feveral broks tipon 
grammar ^ which have been 
long fince lofi. He was a na- 
tive of Bisotia, had been Have 
(i) Voir, ^oet. Lat. p. 4.7, 


cap. 3 1 ■ Ibid. cap. 6*9. 

to Modeilus, governor of E- 
gypt ; but afterwards became 
nmous at Rome in the reign of 
Nero, and died in that of Ner- 
va, in the feventy-iifth year of 
his age (2). 

(s) Suid. pi 966. 

prafUfed 



pra^ifed every, where to thofe aloQt 

were admitted, who had i^&rved l^nce for the fpace of 
four years. He aflumed the chantfh^ of a legiil^ator, pie- 
tending to require nothing of others but what he had per- dwflf iwid^ 
^rmed himfelf : he even boafted of a thorough knowlege of 
all languages, without ever having learned them ; and had '' ' 
the impudence to declare, that the molt fecret recelTes of 
men’s hearts, and their molt private thoughts, lay open to 
him However, he had yet out ftiven dilciples ; and thefe 
too abandoned him, as foon as he had declared his in- 
tention of travelling into India, to vifit the philofophers 
thare, known by the name of Bramans, or Brachmancs ; fo 
that he left Antioch, attended only by two domeftics; but 
at Nineve was joined by Damis; a native of that place, who, 
of all the difciples he ever had, proved the moll devoted to 
him ; for he obferved with great attention, and carefully 
regiltered, not only his molt minute adtions, but even his 
words. Thefe memoirs falling afterwards into the hands 
of Julia Augulta, the wife of the emperor Severus, Ihe 
imparted them to Philoltratus, who chiefly copied from 
them what he wrote of his pretended hero. Apollonius, 
on his journey from Nineve to Babylon, acquired the art of 
interpreting oracles delivered by birds. 

Upon his arrival at Babylon, he wal received by the ar- 
Magis of the place, with whom he often conferred in prl- 
vate. He foon left Babylon, and fet out for India ; where . 

he was received with great marks of elteem by a king named f* trwiU 
FhraOthes, of whorp Philoltratus relates wonders; and by 
him introduced to Hiarchus, the chief of the Bramans, 
who at that time was but eighteen years old. Apollonius 
paired four months with thefe priefts, held frequent con- 
ferences with the chief men amongft them, to which not 
even Damis was admitted, and ever after entertained the 
higheft opinion of their fed. After he had learned all the 
myfteries of their profeflion, he left India, and returning 
by fea, landed at the mouth of the Euphrates, or rather the 
Tigris ; went from thence by land to Babylon, then to 
Nineve, and from Nineve to Antioch. After a Ihort flay 
in this city, he removed to Ionia, «ind fettled in that coun- 
try, rending fometimes at Epbefus, and fometimos at 
Smyrna 

He is faid to have undertaken with incredible fuccefs the 
reformation of manners, firll ?t Ephefus, and afterwards in. 
the other cities of Ionia ; reclaiming, partly by his precepts. 


^ 0 Philoft. Vit. Apoll. Ty. lib. i. cip. iQ«a5. 
lib. lii, cap. 15, 16. 
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^tid partly by his exemplary life^ fuch as were abandoneil 
attd to all manner of lewdnefs and iniquity From Ionia he 
went to Ilium, ,wbere he embarked for Lefbos, and from 
thence failed to Athens ; in wbicb city be reformed innu- 
M/fM of merable abufes, and entirely abolifbed tbe inhuman fpec- 
'jmnarrj. tacles of gladiators. He travelled all over Greece, reviving 
the ancient fuperftition of tbe Greeln, and ellablifhing tbe 
idolatrous worfliip of the gqi^s- The Eleans invited him 
to the fports, which were to be celebrated on occafion of 
the one hundred, and tenth Olympiad. He complied with 
their invitation, and, by his warm exhortations, infpired 
both Greeks and foreigners, with the love of virtue, and 
abhorrence of vice. At Corinth he was kindly received, 
and ever after admired, by Demetrius,* the moll celebrated 
Cynic of thofe days, and his difeipde Menippus. At La- 
ced2emon, where he paifed great part of the winter, he is 
faid to have perfuaded the inhabitants to refume their an- 
cient manner of living In the beginning of the fpring 
he failed from Lacedaemon to Crete, and from thence to 
Rome, where he redded till he was obliged to quit the city, 
in confequence of an edidt enad^ed by Nero, driving all 
philofophers out of Rome. 

Hi m0ii- retired to Cadiz, where, in a private conference, 

ragij Gal- encouraged Galba to revolF from Nero, and alTume the 
ha to fovereignty. From Cadiz he crofled over to Africa, from 
:^ltfrom Africa he returned to Hetruria, and thence pafled to Sicily, 
in which country he received intelligence of Nero's deaths 
However, he would not return to Rome, but failed to 
Achaia or Greece, where he remained the winter, and ear- 


ly in the foring went into Egypt, followed by prodigious 
crowds. Vcfpafian, while he was in Egypt, went to vifit 
Js cenfulted ^ollonius : he confulted him in private about the ftate 
^Vejpa» or his affairs, and paid great deference to his judgment. 

Dio and Euphrates, two celebrated philofophers, advifed 
Vefpafian to renounce the fovereignty, after he had over- 
come Vitellius, and reftore the republic to its former liber- 
ty ; but Apollonius oppofed their fentiments. Vefpafian 
followed the opinion of Apollonius, who took the liberty 
to inftruft him how to govern with equity and moderation. 
Vefpafian offered lo reward him with great generoGty for 
his excellent precepts \ but the philofopher would not ac- 
cept the leaft acknowlegemcnt *. 

From Alexandria Vefpafian departed for Rome, and A- 
pidlbnius travelled into Ethiopia, with a defign to vifit the 


» Pliiloft. Vit, Apol. Ty. lib, iv. cap. i, i. ’ 1 Idem. lih. iv. 

cap. j— II. a Ibid, lib, ?. cap. 3—14. 
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philoFopliers of that ccluntry. _ Of his thirty difcipleSj ten Trawh 
only accompanied him in this journey, the others choofing *»to Eihi* : 
to remain at Alexandria. He was at firft received vety 
coldly by the Ethiopian philofophers, who had been preju- 
diced agaiiiil him by Euphrates ; but they were foon recon- 
ciled to each other, and held feveral conferences, which 
Apollonius interrupteyl to view the fources of the Nile \ 
but he did not go beyond the third catara£l. He returned 
to Egypt about the time that Titu^ took the city of Jerufa- 
lem. Next year Titus returned to Rome, and was met by 
Apollonius at Argos, who now travelled all over Fhmni- 
ci^, Ionia, and Cilicia; vifited feveral cities of Greece; 
and, if Codinus is to be believed, went to Byzantium, 
and there erected feveral talifmans, or magical figures, 
which remained till the year 870, when the emperor 
Bafllius caufed them to be removed From Byzan^ Goes t§ 
tium he returned to Greece, and from thence to Rome ; Koim. 
where he excited the people againft the emperor Domitiaii, 
and exhorted Nerva, who was afterwards emperor, to head 
the infurredlion. Domitian was informed of his private 
practices, and at the fame time told, that he had facrificed 
a child, in order to difeover, by viewing its entrails, what 
fuccefs would attend Nerva, if he engaged in the confpi- 
racy. In confequence of ihis information, the emperor 
commanded the governor of Alia, whither Apollonius was 
already retired, to feize and fend him in chains to Rome. 

But Apollonius, before the order arrived, had left Alia, in 
order to return to Rome. At Puteoli he found Demetrius, 
the celebrated Cynic, who acquainted him with the em- 
peror’s edi£I, ordering, all the philofophers to depart Rome ; 
and at the fame time exhorted him to conceal himfelf, left he 
fliould fall a facrifice to the rage of Domitian, who bore an 
irreconcileable hatred to all philofophers, and to him in 
particular. Apollonius replied, that he could not follow 
his advice, without betraying Nerva ; and that he was very 
fiire it was not in the power of the tyrant to put him to 
death. He therefore purfued his journey in the hflbii 
peculiar to philofophers ; but obliged Daihis, his only 
companion, to quit it, left be (hou]d be difeovered and im- 
prifoned • 

He no fooner arrived at Rome, than the emperor ordered h ^ 
Cafperius ^lianus, captain of the praetorian guards, to 
feize him. Cafperius, whdbad a particular veneration for 
him, on pretence of examining him in private, inltru^ed 

irr/. 

* Georg. Codini Origines Conilantinop. ^ Philoit. iibi yii. 
cap. z— 6, 
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him h 6 w to ntike hia defence, when fummoned before th^ 
iudgees and then, at he durft not difmirs him, committed 
him to prifon. After he* had been confined fix days, he 
was brought before the emperor, who examined him 
concerning the defigns of Nerva. Apollonius declared, 
that Nerva had never entertained the lead thought of con- 
^iring againft him, or afliiming the fovereignty. Domitian, 
finding he could draw no fatisfa£tory anfwer from him, or- 
dered his beard to be fliaved, a great infult to a philofo- 
pher; and commanded him to be led back to prifon, loaded 
with chains, from which, however, he was two days after 
difcharged, at the requeft of Cafperius- While he wa^in 
bonds, he aflured Damis, who attended him even in con- 
finement, that the emperor^ notwithftanding his unlimited 
power, could not hurt him ; and fo faying, drew, with 
great eafe, his leg out of the chain. He was brought again 
before the emperor ; who, after having examined him in 
the prefence of many perfons of difiinflion, declared hirn 
innocent, and afterwards had a private conference with 
him, in which Apollonius difplayed the great evils that mud 
necefiarily enfue from the prince’s giving ear to informers. 

As for myfelf (faid he), I am not under the lead appre- 
henfion : you may caufe me to be feized ; but put me to 
death you cannot ; that the 19 ws of fate, and my dediny, 
will not allow.” Apollonius, having thus fpoken, difap- 
pearpd, and was fecn that evening at Puteoli, three days 
journey didant from Rome ^ 

From Puteoli he paffed over into Sicily, and from thence 
into Greece, where he remained two years, followed and 
admired by great multitudes of people of all ranks and 
ages, whom, by his precepts and example, he animated to 
defpife wealth, and place their whole happinefs in the pur- 
fuit of virtue. From Greece he returned to Idnia, refiding 
partly at Smyina, and partly at Ephefus ; but frequently 
Vifiting all the cities of that province. While he was ha- 
ranguing a numerous afiembJy at Ephefus, the minute that 
Dofnitian was fiain, he fuddenly lowered his voice, appa- 
rently feized with fear; but nCverthelefs purfued his dif- 
courfe for feme time, theugh faintly, and often dopping, as 
if hd' had been intent upon another fubjeA. At length he 
left off fpealcing, fixed his eyes dedfadly on the ground, 
atid, after a fhort filence, Strike home (be cried), drike the 
tyrant home.” As the numerous affembly was greatly fur- 
prifed, he no fooner rccoTlcfled himfelf, than he bid them 
of good cheer, and rejoice : For the tyrant (added he), 

c Philoft. lib. viit cip, 3, ii, 14, 17, 
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is dead ; he Is juft now expired ■* ” The fame circumftance 
is related by . Dio Caflius, as an event not to be doubted ; 
nay, he adds/ that Apollonius, during his reverie, named 
Stephanus, crying out fo as to be heard by the whole 
aflembly, Courage, brave Stephanus ! courage ! difpatch 
the tyrant Nerva, who fucceeded Domitian, had no Js invited 
fooner taken poftellicn of the empire, than he wrote to 
Apollonius, inviting him to Rome. The philofopher re- 
plied, that, by the decrees of fate.rfhey were never more to 
fee one another. However, he wrote the emperor a letter ther, 
filled with excellent precepts for governing with equity and 
moderation. This paper he fent by Damis, whom he 
charged to recite to the emperor many excellent maxims of 
government, the refult of his experience. 

While Damis was at Rome, he received advice, that 
Apollonius had difappeared 5 he therefore concluded, that 
he had difpatched him to Rome, that he might not be pre- 
fent at his death ; hence he is generally thought to have died 
this year, the firft of Nerva’s reign, and ninety-fixth of the 
Chriftian aera (U). This philofopher was remarkable for 
his pride, arrogance, and prefumption He imagined 
himfelfpoffeffed of every virtue in an eminent degree; ar- 
rogated upon all occafions the charafter of cenfor, legifla- 
tor, and inftruftor; pretended to know every thing, to 
forefee future events, to be acquainted with the moft hid- 
denUhoughts of thofc with whom he converfed ; nay, 
he fuifered himfelf to be acknowleged as a god, and re- 

Philoft. lib. viih cap. 10. * Dio, p. 76B. f Philoll. lib. i. 

cap. 14, 15, 19. 


(U) Damis, in his memoirs, 
made no mention of his death ; 
and Philofiracus declares, thac 
in his time no one could give 
any probable account of it. 
Some pretended he died at £- 
phefus ; others related, that he 
went into a temple at Lindua 
in the ifland of Rhodes, and 
was never afterwards feen. Pbi- 
loftraiuB affures us, that though 
he had travelled into feveral 
countries, he could no where 
find his tomb, nor hear any cer- 
tain account of the manner of 
hifi death (i). This fiiccinft 

(I] PMlofi. Ub. 


account of the life of Apollonius 
is fwelled by Philoftratus with 
a great number of miracles and 
prediflions. Amongft other 
prodigies wrought by his hero, 
he tells us, that he reftored to 
life a young woman of a confu- 
lar family; but, at the fame 
time, feems to doubt, whether 
or® no file was quite dead. « 
Some of the fathers have been 
at great pains to prove him an 
impoftor; and as to his mi- 
racles, they were aferibed to 
magic. 

riii. cap. 13, 
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extols hU di(^Ilte^efl:edne&^ and the purity of Ids manners e, 
Ajs be maintained the doftrine of the metempfyghofis, or 
ttanfiulgr^ion of foufe, he pnbJidy adored a lion, pretend- 
ing* th^ tbe foul of Atnafis) one of the ancient kings of 
^SyP^i pafled into that animal (W). ' As nq perfon 
could give any certain account of' the death of Apollonius, 
bis countrymen, the inhabitants of Tyana, believed him 
immortal, and revered hi^ as a divinity. His images were 
erefled in many temples ^ and the emperors, inftead of 
fupprelTing, countenanced this fuperdition, the honours 
Vrhich they themfelvcs paid to the impoftor (X). But notr 
wiihftanding the great etteem which feveral of the em- 
perors had for him, and his many pretended miracles, he 
waSj at the beginning of the founh century, generally be- 


ePhiloft, Vit. Apoll. lib. v. cap. 15. 


(W) Philoftratus endeavours 
to ezoufe, in the belt manner he 
can, hia hero for quarreling 
with the philofopher Euphrates, 
on whom he lays all the blame. 
Pliny the younger, w’ho was in- 
timately acquainted with Eu- 
phrates, bellows the higheft en- 
comiums upon him(i); and 
Arrian, in his comments upon 
Epii^etus, not only extols his 
eloquence, but commends him 
greatly for having lived like a 
philofopher before he afllimed 
the habit peculiar to that pro- 
felEon (z). He died in the be- 
ginning of Adrian’s reign, with 
whofe permiffion he terminated 
the infirmities attending old 
age with a draught of poifon (3), 
He publilhed ^ome wTitings 
againft Apollonius, which Phi- 
lollratus promifes to refute (4). 
Eunapius feems lo aferibe otlw 
works \q him upon more im- 
pomnt fobjefls, by which he 
gained great reputation (5). 


(X) Adrian colledfed, and de^ 
pofited in the palace at Antium, 
a great number of his letters 
(6), Antoni us Caracalla ho- 
noured him with divine wor- 
Ihip, and confccrated a temple 
to him (7). The emperor Alex- 
ander kept his imaire in a pri- 
vate place of his place, toge- 
ther with the images of our Sa- 
viour, of Abraham, and of fe- 
veral prints, who had go- 
verned with equity and mode- 
ration (8). Vopifeus tells us, 
that he read in certain memoirs, 
andalfo heard ofperfQns of cre^ 
dit, that the emperor AurelUp 
being refolved to give up the 
city of Tyana to be plundered 
by his foldiers, Apollonius ap- 
peared to him, and diverted him 
from that delign ; and adds, 
that the emperor, convinced by 
that miraculous apparition, that 
Apollonius was a god, devoted 
to him an image, a temple, and 
a ftatue (9]. 


•pilb 10. fi) Arrian, £pi6l. lib. iii, cap. 15. k 
lib. ij. cap. 8. Hb. laix. p. 791, (4) Philaft. lib. i. 

Sf* ' 5 ) Eunap. in Vit. Sophifi. Prsfiit. (6) Philoft. 

^ »*n- cap. 13- >♦* (7) Dio, lib Ixxvii. p. 878, (gl Lamp- in 

Vrt. Verj, p. ixj. (9) Vopife. in Vit. AuTtl. 
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held as an impoftor and a masician. Philoftratus ha» pre- 
fcrved feveral letters written oy Apolloniusj mod of them 
very fliort, with a long apology, which he had compofcd 
with a defign to pronounce before Domitian. Beiides 
this apology, and a great numbed of letters to perfons of all 
ranks and conditions, he wrote a treatife upon judicial 
aftrology, comprifed in four books \ and another upon fa- 
crifices, wherein he pretended to demonftrate with what 
kind of viftims each deity was moft pleafcd. The former 
treatife was not much efleemed ; but the latter was re- 
ceived with general applaufe. 
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CHAP. LV. 

From the Death of Domitian, the laji of the 
fwelve Cafars, to the Death of Trajan, who 
brought the Empire to its utmoji Grandeur and 
Extent. 

T H E death of Domitian was no fooner divulged, than 
the fenace with one voice declared M. Cocceiiis Nerva 
emperor. He was a native of Narnia in Umbria, but his 
lamily came originally from' the ifland of Crete ; fo that he 
was neither by birth a Roman, nor defcended from an Ita- 
lian family (Y). He was born, according to Dio Cailius, 
fcventcenth of March, in the eighteenth year of 
liberius’s reign, and 32d of the Chriftian xra ; and was 
by Nero, in the twelfth year of his reign, honoured with 
the praetorfhip, and a flatuc in the palace, having, by 
his elegant poems (for he was One of the beft poets of his 
time), gained the aiFeflion of that prince, who . even in- 
fcribed fome of his poetical pieces to him. Pliny fpeaks 
of his epigrams, and commends them *. He was conful 
with Vefpafian in the year 71, and with Domitian in 90. 

He is celebrated by all the ancients as a prince of \ moft 
inild and humane temper, of great moderation and gene- 
rolity, who looked upon hiinfeJf as railed to the empire, 
not tor his own advantage, but for that of his people s and 

^ Philoft. lib. iv. cap* 6, i Plin, Jib* iii, eplA^ 8. 

(Y) However, his father, ther, had been honoured in 
grandfather, and gFca^-grsndfa- RoiMWkh tbocoofukr dignity* 
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indeed the bappinefs and welfare of tbofe who lived under 
him were, during the (hort time he reigned, his only end 
and purfuit. He Teems to have been naturally timorous ^ ; 
and Tome writers charge both him and Trajan with excef- 
five drinking. Apollonius Tyaneus was the firfl who foli- 
cited him to aflume the fovereignty, or at leaf! to deliver 
Rome from the tyranny of Domitian. Nerva hearkened to 
him, but his courage failed him when the defign was to be 
put in execution K However, Domitian, either acquainted 
with this delign, or giving credit to the aftrologers, who 
advifed him to beware of Nerva, fince his nativity Teemed 
to promife him the empire, confined him to Tarentum in 
the year 94 ; and would have put him to death, had not a 
more kind aftrologer alTured the emperor, that Nerva, who 
was of a weak conflitution, and Tubje£l to many infirmities, 
would die in a few days “ (Z). 

Domitian being killed on the eighteenth of September of 
the year 96, Nerva was the fame day declared emperor by 
’ the ienate, and acknowleged by the praetorian guards, not- 
withflanding their concern for the death of the late empe- 
[ ror, which they would have revenged, had they not been 
reftrained by Fetronius Scenndus, one of their captains, 
and by Farthenius, Domitian’s chief chamberlain'^. Nerva 
had fcarce afl'umed the fovereignty, when afalfe report was 
fpread, that Domitian was (till alive, and the account of 
his death only an artiBce to difeover the defigns of fuch as 
he Tufpc£led: hence difmay feized all, and the crowd about 
the new emperor difperfed in a momept. Nerva himfelf, 
naturally wary and timorous, was ftruck fpecchlefs, be- 
lt Am;. ViCt. in Vit. Trajan. * Philollr. in Vit, Apoll, Tyan, 
lib. vii. cap. 3. Dio, lib. Ixviii. p. 769. ** Plin, Fanegyr. 

Dio, lib. Ixviii. p, 769. 


(Z) Aurelius Vidlor writes, 
that Nerva, dreading the cru- 
elty of Domitian, had retired 
to Gaul, and was there when 
he received the news of the ty- 
rant’s death, and his own ^le- 
vation^o the empire ( i ) . On the 
other nand, Dio Caifius takes 
no notice of his banilhment, but 
fuppofes him to have been at 
Rome when Domitian was mur- 
dered i^for he tells us, that Par- 
theniufl, and' the other confpi- 

(t) Auti Vi9i in Eptt* 


rators, offered the empire, be- 
fore the affailination of Domi- 
tian, to feveral perfons ; who, 
regarding fuch an offer as a 
fnare' laid for their deffruflion, 
declined it : but that at length 
Nerva, who daily expedted to 
be facrificed to the jealoufy of 
the emperor, was prompted, by 
his own fear, to accept the Tove- 
reign power, as the only means 
of preferving his life (2). 

[%) Dio, lib. IxviL p. 767. 
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trayed great dread In his countenance, and, fallen from the 
higheft hopes, expeded nothing but inllant death, till Far- 
thenius alTured him, that the report was quite groundlefs. 

Then, recovering his former temper, he went firft to the 
camp of the prxtorian guards, and thence, after he had fe- 
cured them by a promife of the ufual donative, to the fe- 
nate, where he was received with the jgreateft marks ima- 
ginable of efteem and affedtion. Many congratulatory 
^eeches were made on this occ^on ; but that of Arrius 
Antoninus, grandfather to the emperor T- Antoninus by 
his mother, was of a Angular nature. Embracing the new 
onperor, with whom he had long lived in great intimacy, 

I am come (faid he) with the reft, to congratulate the 
fenate, the people of Rome, lind the provinces of the em- 
pire, upon your advancement to this high poll ; hut cannot 
pay the fame compliment to you, who, after having, by 
your wifdom and virtue, happily efcaped the rage of fo many 
wicked princes, plunge yourfelf into new dangers and trou- 
bles, being expofed to the cenfure and hatred both of your 
friends and foes, efpecially of the former, who will not 
fail, if any of their fuits are denied, to become your molt 
implacable enemies 

Nerva, conArmed in the empire both by the fenate and fol- T/ie R§- 
dicry, blended together puUic liberty p and fovereign power; 
for, under him, the Romans enjoyed all the former, and felt 
none of the evil cfFefts of the latter He immedi'ateJy releaf- 

ed all thofe who had been, jinder the late emperor, arraigned 
of treafon, and recalled fuch as had been baniftied under co- 
lour of the fame crime cauAng their lands and inheritances 
to be reftored to them, without the leaftdeduftion. However, 
he would not fufter IJcinianus, who had been exiled for de- 
bauching a Veftal, to return to Italy ; but allowed him to 
pafs the remainder of his life in Sicily *. He enafied fevere 
laws againft informers ; and caufcdall the flaves and freed- 
men to be put to death, who had accufed their mafters and 
patrons. BeAdes thefe, many other informers were pub- 
licly executed, and, among the reft, the philofopher Scras. 

At the fame time he publifhed an edi£t, forbidding, agree- 
ably to the ancient laws of Rome, a Aave or freedman to , 
appear againft his mafter in any accufation whatfocviir ; and AboHJbes 
Ordering, that no perfon fhould, for the future, be accufed 
of violated majefty, or profecuted for living after the man- 
ner of the Jews, by which words Dio, without all doubt, 

• Aur. Vift, in £pit. p Tacit. Vir. Agrlc. cap. j. s Plin. 
lib. ix. Epili. 13, » Dio, lib. Ixviii- p. 7^9* ■ Ejftb, 

lib. iii. cap. zo. 
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meant the Chriftians. He folemnly fworei that no fena- 
tor fliould ever by his order be put to death ; and reJigiouily 
obfcrvcd his oath, though fomc of that body confpired 
Zrii^mcu, prefently relate. All the goods 

and efiefts belonging to individuals, which he found in the 
palace, he ordered to be immediately reflored to the pro- 
prietors ; leflened the taxes i delivered the Jews from the 
cruelties and oppreflions of the eolledlors of the public re- 
venues ; and, to the gre^t fatisfadlion of the Romans, an- 
nulled the law of Auguftus, ordering the twentieth part of 
each inheritance and legacy to be paid in to the exchequer. 
Hisgentro- He allowed no gold or lilver (latues to be eredfed to hin;tf 
jiutQiuardi retrenched all fuperfluous expences, abolifliing, for that pur- 
i pjjfg divers facrifices, and public Ihew^s; but as he Hill 

wanted money to relieve the necefTitous citizens, and re- 
ward his friends, he fold great part of the gold and filver 
plate, and rich furniture, both of his own houfe, and of the 
imperial palace, with fevcral houfes and eftates. He 
expended a va(l fum upon the purchafe of land, to relieve 
the poor of Rome, appointing fome fenators of known 
integrity * to divide it among the indigent From feve- 
ral medals of this year it appears, that he twice beftowed 
conliderable Turns on the people, befides the lands, and 
a large quantity of corn children of fuch as were 

poor he caufed to be brought up, in all the cities of Italy, 
at the public expence. He eafed not only Italy, but all the 

E rovinces, of the heavy impofitions with which they had 
een burdened by VefpaGan aifd Domitian; and utterly 
aboliHied the tax upon all carriages, which was generally 
looked upon as an Infufferable grievance: hence the fenate 
caufed fevcral medals to be flruck, to perpetuate the re- 
H'ls difiH- membrance of fo great a favour. Of the many inflances of 
iereji^dnefi. difintereftednefs recorded by the ancients, we lhall only 
relate the following : Atticus, a citizen of Athens, father 
to the famous Herodes Atticus, of whom we lhall fpeak 
in the reign of T. Antoninus, having difeovered in his 
houfe a large treafure, applied to Nerva to know how he 
ihould difpofe of it. The emperor^ who had no turn to 
avarice, anfwered, Utye ; ufe it but Atticus, not 
thinkii^g himfelf fccure, wrote to him a fecond letter, ac- 
quainting him, that the treafure was too great for a private 
perfon, and that he was therefore afraid to ufe it. To this 
the generous prince replied in two words, Ergo abutcre i 

* PUn. lib. vii. epift. 31. ■ Dio, lib. Ixviii. p. 7701 Zo- 

nv. p. V99. ChroJi. Akxand. * Birag. Numiu p. 14}* 

then 
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then abufe it i” importing that the treafurc was his without 
referve *, and that he might difpofe of it as he thought fit 

Ncrva renewed the law of Domitian, prohibiting thecaf- Some of /^ij 
tration of children ; and by one edit^ confirmed all the 
I grants of that prince. He publiflied a law, forbidding a 
! man’s marrying his own niece, which was firft allowed in 
i the reign of Claudius ; applied himfelf with great care to 
the reformation of manners ; was affiduous in the adminif- 
tration of jiiftice ; and, in Ihort, "behaved in fuch manner 
towards all, that he ufed to fay, he believed he might rc- 
fign the empire, and return with fafety to a private life, 
not being confeious to himfelf of having taken one Hep that 
could give any man ju(t motive of offence r. He was per- His/oo 
haps too kind to fuch as wei^ altogether unworthy of his ^reat leni^ 
favours ; a circumftance in his conduft which gave occa- 
fion to fome perfons to complain of his lenity and indul- 
gence (U). As foon as public liberty was reftored, all 
who had fuffered by falfe accufations under Domitian 
flocked to the fenate, demanding, that condign punifhment 
might be infli£led on fuch as had informed againfl them. 

The fenate hearkened to their requeft, and punifhed fome 
with death, others with banifhment; but not without great 
partiality, Iparing thofe of their own body. On this occa- 
fion Pliny boldly accufed Publicus Certus, who was not 
only of the fenatorial ordet, but had been named by the 
late emperor to the confulfhlp with Veftius Proculus. The 
fenate, having attempted ip vain to perfuade Pliny to drop 
the profecution, referred the whole affair to the emperor, 
who contented himfelf with confirming the confulfliip to 
Vciaius, and naming another to that dignity in the room 
of Certus, who died foon after of grief. 

* Philoft. in Vit. Sophift.p. 548. 1 Din, lib. Ixviii. p. 771^ 

K PJin, lib. ix. Epift. 13. 

(U) Having one day invited under Domitian, when the ein- 
to his tabic, befides many other peror, hearing him named, 
perfons of diftinrtion, Junius “ What would Catullus do, 

Maurlcus, who had been ba- (faiJ he), were he alive now?” 
nilhed by Domitian, andFabri- ‘'if he were alive now, (re- 
cius Veiento, aconfular, who, plied Mauricus with grelt free* 
with his fecret machinations, doiii), he would be at table with 
hadoccafioned the ruin of many us which was an oblique re- 
illuflrious citizens in the pre- flexion on the emperor’s lenity 
ceding reign, one of the guclls and kiiidnefs to Veiento, and 
happened to mention Catullus others, whom he ought rather to 
Melfalinus, a notorious informer have punifhed chan carefled (i)« 

(0 Flin> libiiv. Epift. aa, 
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Nerva entered upon his third confulfliip on the calends of 
January! which was the hrlt after his acceiEon to the em-^ 
pire ; and chofe for his colleague L. Virginius Rufus^ to 
whom the foldiers had frequently offered the empire. As 
Virginius was rifingi after he had affumed the fafces, to 
pronounce a fpeech in praife of the emperor, according to 
the ufual cuffom^ he dropped a book out of his hand, and, 
as he ffooped to take it up, fell himfelf, and had the mis- 
fortune to break his le^; an accident which, as he was 
then in the eighty-third year of his age, occafioned his 
death. He was, by the emperor’s order, buried with the 
utmolt pomp and magnificence ; and Cornelius Tacitus the 
hifiorian, whom Nerva raifed to the confulate in his room, 
pronounced his funeral oratidn Pliny wrote another pa- 
negyric upon him in a letter addrelTed to one of his friends, 
acquainting him with the death of that illuflrious citizen. 
This year Calpurnius Craffus, defcended from the ancient 
and illuflrious family of the Crafii, confpired, with fome 
others, againfl Nerva; who, being immediately informed 
of their wicked defigns, fent for them, and carried them 
with him to the public theatre. There he placed them next 
to himfelf, and prefented them, as Titus had done on the 
like occafion, the fwords of the gladiators, which were al-< 
ways brought to, and viewed by, the emperor We arc 
not informed what effect this inflance of generofity had 
upon the confpirators. All we know is, that Craffus, hav- 
ing confeffed the crime, was, yvith his wife, baniflicd to 
Tarentum. The fenate were for condemning both him, 
and his accomplices, to death ; but the emperor, alleging 
the oath he had taken not to fpill the blood of any fenator, 
reflrained their zeal. Pronto, to whom Nerva had refign- 
ed the fafees, offended at the prince’s unfeafonable clemency, 
faid boldly, that “ it was a great misfortune to have u 
prince, under whom all things were criminal and forbidden; 
but a flill greater to be governed by one, under whom all 
things were allowed.” The emperor was fo far from re- 
feiuing this freedom, that from this time he a 61 ed with 
more feverity, taking for his counfellors fuch of the fena^ 
tors as were perfons of great experience, and known inte- 
grity, ^nd difpatching, with their advice, all matters of con- 
fequence. 

It was at this period, that the prsetorian guards, headed 
by ^lianus Cafperius their commander, occafioned dif- 
turbances in the city, under colour of revenging the death 
of Domitian ; flew to the palace, and befieged Nerva, de- 


* Flin^ lib. ii. epilti i. 
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manditig that all thofe who had been concerned in the aflaf^ 

(ination of the late emperor^ might be delivered up to them, 
or publicly executed. Nerva, though naturally timoroua, 
behaved on this occafion with incredible firmnefs ; for of- 
fering his bare neck to the incenfed foldiery, he begged 
they would be fatisfied with his life, and fparc thofe to 
whom he was indebted for the empire, and whom, on that 
account, he could not in honour abandon : but his refolu- 
tion did not avail ; he was in the ond conftrained = to con- 
demn thofe, whom he ftudied topreferve at the expence of 
his own life. The foldiers, without being in the leaft Nirva is 
moved by his in treaties, cut in pieces Petronius Sccundus, obliged la 
Parthenius, and the other coiifpirators They even obliged 
the emperor to return them public thanks before the people, 
for exterminating the worft and moft wicked of men. mands. 

This infolence of the foldier y eventually proved very ad- 
vantageous to the empire ; for Nerva, finding himfelf de- 
fpifed on account of his infirmities and old age, refolved 
to name fome perfon for his fuccelTor, who fiiould be able 
both to fupport him, and to govern with equity and modera- 
tion after his death. He was not without many relations 
and friends 5 but as he had more at heart the welfare of 
the empire than the grandeur of his family, ht chofe Ul- 
pius Trajan, the greateft anti moft deferving perfon of that 
age, for his fucceflbr, and at the fame time adopted him 
in the Capitol, dedaring his adoption with a loQd voice to 
this effed : With my hearty wifties for the profperity of 
the fenate and the people of Rome, and that what I do may 
prove fortunate to them and myfelf, I declare Marcus XJl- 
pius Trajan my fon.” He afterwards gave him the title of 
Csefar, with that of Germanicus, which he hinifelf feems 
to have alTumed about this time, invefted him with the tri- 
bunitial power, and even honoured him with the title of 
emperor; fo that he created him not only his fucceflbr, but 
partner in the empire : at the fame time he appointed him 
conful for the enfuing year The adoption of irajan, which 
was received with great joy both by the fenate and people, 
fupprefled the diforders 'committed by the foldiery, who im- 
mediately returned to their duty. 9 

In the following year he entered upon his fourth cinful- 
Ihip, having Ulpius Trajan, now the fecond time conful, 
for his colleague; but died, according to fome, on the 
twenty-firft, according to others, on the twenty-feventh, J 
of January. Having heated himfelf in chiding with great 
acrimony the celebrated informer AquUius Regulus, he was 

« Pliiu Pan. ^ Via. in Epit. « Dio, lib, Ixix. p. 77®- 
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biased with ft fe^er^ which, aa he was weak, and advanced 
iu years, foon put a period to his life, after be had ireigned 
Jixteen months and eight or nine days. He had lived, 'Ac- 
cording to Dio Caflius % fixty-five yeafs, ten months, and 
as ni^ny days 3 according to Eutropius, feventy-one ; and, 
according to St. Jerom, feventy-three years He died in 
the Salluilian gardens, whence his body was carried by the 
fenate to the tomb of Auguflus ' He was ranked amongfl 
the gods, and Trajan,' out of gratitude, eredled feveral 
temples to him both in Rome and the provinces ^ He 
was a prince of great wifdom, generofity, and moderation ; 
but Come of the provinces were more grievoufly opprelied 
in his reign than in that of Domitian, the governors, who 
dreaded Domitian, prefumihg upon the lenity and forbear- 
ance of his fuccclTor, to enrich themfelves at the expence 
of the unhappy people committed to their care, ^efe 
grievances Nerva would not have failed to redrefs, had he 
lived long enough to know them. 

Trajan was a Spaniard both by birth and extraiSlion, de- 
fcended rather of an ancient than an illuftrious family, born 
in Italica near Seville, now known, according to fome, by 
the name of Old Seville, according to others, by that of 
Alcala del Rio. His father, named alfo Trajan, had been 
honoured with the conrullhip,Miftinguilhed with triumphal 
ornaments, and raifed by Verpalian to the rank of a patri- 
cian. Trajan, commander of the tenth legion, who fig- 
nalized himfelf at the taking qf Japha, was father to the 
prefent emperor, who was born in thec-twelfth year of the 
reign of Claudius, and 52d of the Chriftian xra. He 
followed the profeffion of arms from his early youth, 
and ferved ten years in quality of tribune He checked 
the pride of the Parthians while he was yet very young, 
and defeated their meafures with the reputation of his name. 
But he then commanded, in all likelihood, under his father, 
to whom he gave, when emperor, the title of Parthicus, 
as appears from various medals K He was prztor in the 
year 86, and conful in 91, with Acilius Glabrio. Soon 
after his confulfiiip he withdrew 'to Spain, dreading the 
cruehy of Domitian, and led a retired life, till he was re- 
called by that prince, and appointed governor of Lower 
Germany. In this office he performed nothing which his 
panegyrift thought worth mentioning, iince he only fays, 
that while he governed in Germany he gained the affec- 


f Dio, Kb. Ixix. p. 770. g aujcD. ^nron. 

Epit. ^ Plin. Panegyri Eutfop, Sid. Car, vii. TCr. 113. ^Plin. 
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tiOns of the foldiery; but notwith (landing their inviohhld 
attachmeiiti never entertained the lead thought of revolting 
from the Word of princes^ to whoih he had fworn allegiance. 

He (till continued in this government when Nerva adopt- L aJ^pttd 
ed him for his fon, and appointed him his fuccelTor in the h 
empire. To this choice Nerva was impelled by the extra- 
ordinary merit of Trajan, and a (incere dedre of continu- 
ing to all the nations fubjedl to the empire, that happinefs 
which they enjoyed in his reign/ Trajan poflefled, in art 
eminent degree, all thofe qualities which form a great, an 
excellent prince. He was, when preferred to the empire, 
in-the forty-fecond, or as fome infift, the forty-fifth year 
of his age, and confequently neither fubjcfl to the vices of 
youth, rafhnefs and precipitatlbn, nor to the weaknefs and 
indolence attending old age. His body was robull and 
inured to fatigue ; his countenance comely and majeftic ; 
his (lature regular and tall ; and his behaviour extremely 
engaging *. He was not himfelfa man of learning, hav- 
ing from bis childhood been bfought up in a camp, but 
encouraged in others what he himfelf wanted. As to mi- Trajan an 
litary affairs, he was, without difpute, the bed commander txalUnt 
of his age, and equal to the grCateft generals of antiquity. "W**"*^^*. 
In every duty of war he was indefatigable 5 he marched al- 
ways on foot at the head of *the army, even after he was 
emperor, and crofifing immciife countries without ever 
mounting a horfe, or fuffering himfelf to be carried in a 
chariot or litter. His diet fuch as chance prefented. 

In his garb he little waried from a common foldier. Upon 
confultations and difpatches he bedowed whole nights and 
days. He never retired to his tent till he had vifited the 
camp, and was always the fird in the field when the ufual 
exercifes were to be performed. He was acquainted with 
all the old foldiers, remembered their exploits, and fami- 
liarly converfed with them ; but at the fame time he knew 
how to keep them to their duty. He was great in war, and 
equally great in peace. When he fird afTumed the foyereign 
power, he publicly profefied, that he did not think himfelf, 
in that high Ration, more exempt from the obfervance of 
the laws, than the meaned of the peoples and accordingly* 
took an oath to obey them, which he religioufly obfiA’ved* 

He delighted to fee Kis people hapffy, and had nothing fo 
much at heart as to make them fo. To accomplifli ■ 

pofe he chearfijilly lefiened his revenue, limited his authority, 
and redrained his prerogative, where it feemed in the lead anJptAer 
to interfere with the inteced and happinefs of his people, nfirtuff. 


m Dio, lib. Ixvii. p. 7S5; Spattian. p. i. Si 
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He was aware that overbearing pride was not the way ta 
gain afTeflion or efteem ; and that condefeenfion in a prince 
is not irreconcileable with his dignity: he therefore lived 
with his people rather like a father with his children^ than 
a prince with his fubje£l:s He advanced none but the 
moft virtuous and worthy ; and fuch as were otherwife, he 
reclaimed rather with gentlenefs and clemency, than with 
rigour and feverity. On his accclTion to the empire, he 
declared in full fenate, that no good man fhould ever be 
put to death by his orders ; a declaration which he confirm- 
ed by a folemn oath, and rcligoufly obferved it. He fuffer- 
ed but few ftatues to be creded to him, difcoiiraged flat- 
tery, and would notallow any extraordinary honours to Be 
conferred upon him. His palace was conflantly open to 
'perfons of all ranks, whom tie received with extraordinary 
kindnefs, heard w'ith great patience, and endeavoured, as 
far as poflible, to difmifs none from his prefcncc diflatis- 
fied; looking upon himfclf to be raifed to that high poft, 
not for his own advantage, but for that of others. To the 
reft of his great qualities he added that of veracity, ading 
in conncil, in public ncgociations, and with private men, 
without ihofe little artifices which wife men defpife, and 
none but the apes of wife men pradife. He would never 
fulFer any perfori to be condemped upon fufpicion, however 
ftrong and well grounded, faying, it was better a thoufand 
criminals flimild efcape unpuiiifiied, than that one innocent 
perfon ftiould be condemned °. When he appointed Su- 
burranus captain of his guards,*’ in prefenting him, accord- 
ing to cuflom, with a drawn fword, tlie^badge of his office, 
he ufedthefe memorable words ; Pro me ; fi merear, in 
me ; employ this fword for me ; but turn it, if I deferve^ 
it, againft me p.” 

He allowed none of his frecdmeii anyfhare in the admi- 
niftration, telling them that he, and not they, was invefted 
with the fovereigii power, and therefore cautioning them 
not to affunie any authority inconfiflent with their rank 
(W). He is faid to have excelled even Nerva himfelf in 

I 

* Plinj Fanegyr. Dio, lib. Ixviii. p. 77Z, 773. Vi£t. inEpit. 
” Flin. Panegyr. Vi£k. £pit.*Dio, p> 771. P Aur. Vi£tor. 

i 

(W) Some perfons having a laws of julliice; adding, 

fuit with one of them, named For neither is he Polycletus, 
Eurythmua, and feeming to nor I Nero.’^ Polyclctus, of 
dread the imperial freedman, whom we fpoke in the reign of 
Trajan afliired them, that the Nero, was that prince’s fiivouc- 
caule fhould be heard, difculM, ite freedman > 
and decided, according to the 


gcncrofity. 
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gdnerofity, and all the preceding princes In the largeflcs 
with which he relieved^ not only the citizens of Rome, but 
even the indigent people in all the provinces of the empire : 
whence he was by all nations looked upon as an afTcflionate 
father, and, as furh, loved and revered. Howevet, he was 
not without fome failings : he was addided to wine (X). 
Pliny extols his chafliity ; but Dio owns, that he abandoned 
himlelf to the mod infamous and unnatural pra£^ices ; and 
agrees therein both with Spartian c, and the emperor Ju- 
lian ^ who likcwife charges him with lazinefs, for fulFer- 
ing Sura to write mod of nis letters. He loved gay amufe- 
mcnts and diverfions ; but from hence arofe no negledl or 
relaxation in his conducting the public affairs. He was 
tinClurecl with ambition, and more defirous of extending 
the confines of the empire, than was conGdent with judice. 
He fuffered himfelf to be dyled lord, as appears from Pli- 
ny’s Epidles ; a title, which other good emperors, and Au- 
guduB himfelf, had condantly refufed, and he feems at Gfd 
to have declined”. He likcwife allowed facrifices to be 
offered to his datucs, and people to fwear by his life and 
eternity, as mod facred things. We (hall now purfue the 
hidory of his reign, according to the order of time. 

Trajan commanded a powerful army in Lower Germany, 
when he was adopted by Net va, and declared his fuccelTor 
about the latter end of the year 97. He declined at fiHt 
accepting that high pod \ but was foon prevailed upon by 
the officers of his own army, and the deputies difpatched 
from the armies in. Upper Germany, and in MoeGa, to 
affume the title of Caefar. He did not feem in the lead 
elated with his new dignity, chooGng rather to be regarded 
by his foldiers as their general than their emperor. Nerva 
dying on the twenty-Grd or twenty-feventh of January of 
the following year, tidings of his death were Grd brought 
to him by Adrian his couGn. Trajan, who was then at 

s Spart. in Adrian. ' Jul. Cxf. p. iii ” Piin. Panegyr, 
p. 4., & 106. 

(X) This fault Dio Cdflius 
owns ; but adds, that he never 
drank to excers(i). On the 
other hand, Aurelius Viftoraf- 
fures us, that he injoined all his 
officers not to put in execution 
fuch orders as he fhould give at 
or after his banquets (2) ; and 

rODio, p, 77Z. (sj Aur.Vifh. in Adrian, p.s. (3? 

Cal. p. 

R 2 Cologne, 


Julian, furnamed theApoffate^ 
writfs, chat Trajan had a talent 
for eloquenccj and woulcl have 
applied himfelf with fuccefs to 
that fludy, had he hot, by im<* 
moderate drinking, impaired 
his natural capacity (j). 
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Cologne, immedic^tely aflumed the title of Aoguftus, and 
was acknowleged as fuch by the armies in Germany and 
Mcefia, who with great joy fworc allegiance Co him. He 
had no.fooner taken poffenion of the empire, than he 
alFured the fenate upon his oath, that no man of probity 
fhould ever by his orders be either put to death, or injured 
in his fortune He did not immediately leave Germany, 
but continued there all this, and part of the following 
year ; for the time of hie confullhip was expired, as Pliny 
informs us ”, before he fet out for Rome. All the German 
nations fent deputies to him, congratulating him upon his 
TAf Bar- acceilion to the empire. The Barbarians, who dwelt be- 
awed\y yond the Danube, and ufed, during the winter, to pafs that 
hispre- On the ipe, and commicc great devaftaiions on the Ro- 

[itttM, man territories, hearing that Trajan was created emperor, 
refrained from all hoililities, not daring to provoke fo great 
a commander, now at liberty to challize them without 
control. 

The, next confuls were Aulus Cornelius Palma and Caius 
, Spfius Senecio, to whom Plutarch inferibed feveral of the 
lives he wrote, and fame of his moral works. The fenate 
had offered the confulate to Trajan ; but, he declining it, 
though all the emperors, ever lince the time of Claudius, 
had. aflumed tba 4 ; dignity the year after their acceflion to 
the empire, Palma and Senecio, his two chief favourites, 
Trajau/ih were appointed in his room'^. This year Trajan left Ger- 
0utjor ipany, and fet out for Rome : his march proved no way 
burdenfome to the provinces through wl^i^h he pafled, no 
man being injured either in his perfon or fortune by the 
emperor, or his numerous train. He caufed the expence 
of his march, and that of Domitian when he went into 
Gaul, tp be computed, and inferted in the public regiiters, 
that his fucceflbrs might thence learn how to conduft 
them&lves on the like occaflon. He entered Rome on 
£iiwd focjt, and was received, by perfons of all ranks, with the 

iwTf. greateft demon ft rations of joy imaginable, the people pro- 

^ mifing themfelves complete happinefs under fo good and fo 
great a piinpq. He tenderly embraced his old friends, who 
came to meet him ; and, would not be treated by them as 
their /bvereira, butt^ms a friend, afluring them, that fuch 
they (bould ^d him on aU^caflons. He went djre£l;ly 
to the Capitol, attended by the fenate, and the whole city, 
and thence to the palace. 

The fenate decreed the emperor, foon after his arrival, 
the title of Optimus \ which he willingly accepted, and 

<Dio,lib. Ixviii. p. 771. oFlin.Pan. vjbij. p. 1,0 — 115* 
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famed to value above all thofe which were afterwards con- Tht title wf 
ferrcd upon him on account of his viflorics *. However, Optimmi 
we do not find it in any infcription amongd his other titles 
till the year no, the thirteenth of his reign y. This year 
he paid part of the donative which he had promifed, ac- 
cording to cuftom, to the foldiery ; and made large diftribu- 
tions both of money and corn amongfl the Roman people, 
extending his generofity to fuch as were abfent, and even 
to children under the age of eleven, who had been hitherto 
excluded from any (hare in fuch largefTcs *. By means of 
thefe donations, which he frequently renewed, he is faid 
to have fupported near two millions of fouls. He did not 
confine the effects of his good-will to Rome alone, but ap- 
pointed very conliderable fumS to be paid yearly out of the 
treafury, for the maintenance of children, whom their in- 
digent parents could not, without great difficulty, bring up 
and fupport. He took great care, that Rome fhould be 
fupplied with plenty of provifions, efpecially with corn, 
which, during the whole time of his reign, was fold at a 
very moderate price : he exhibited feveral fhews, and a 
combat of gladiators, to fatisfy the populace, fond of fuch 
diverfions ; but drove out of Rome the players, who had 
been banifhed by Domitian, but, at the requeft of fhe peo- 
ple, recalled by Nerva. H^enafted feveral laws againfl in- // an m- 
formers, and confined to the iflands fuch of that vile tribe mji 
as had been fparcd by Nerva, utterly abolifhing the fan- Jormtrsn 
guinary law of majelly. fje repaired, at a great charge, 
faeral old building, and enlarged the circus ; but would His mo- 
not fuffer the people to return him thanks for his public 
works ; he even ilTucd an edifl;, forbidding bis name to be 
mentioned either in the circus or the .theatre, which, till 
then, refounded, fays Pliny, with the praifes of wicked 
princes All thefe circuit] fiances are related by Pliny as 
happening in the fecond year of Trajan’s reign, before the 
time appointed for the eleflion of confuls. The people 
had, it feemsj recovered their ancient privilege of creating 
magiflrates ; for Trajan, whom the fenate had prefTed to 
accept a third confulfhi^, Appeared amongfl the other can- 
didates, foliciting, like a private ckizen, the fuflrages of the 
tribes He chofe for his colleague Fronto, aCcorcKng to 
fome ; Frontinus, according to others j for l^th M. Julius 
Fronto, and Sextus Julius Frontinus, who wrote a trcatife 
on aqueduQs, lived at this time. In the fame affcmbly, 

*Dio, p. 781. y Vide Fabretti de Column. Trajan, cap. 9* 
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Pliny and Tertullus Cornutus were appointed to facceed 
them for at this time few confuls held that dignity above 
three months. 

Phds him- In the beginning of the year, Trajan had no fooner af. 
Jtlfbya fumed the fafc.eSj than he afcended the roftra, and| in the 
u ^ferw people, bound himfelf by a folcmn oath to 

alithi obferve the laws, declaring, that what was forbidden to private 

faw. citizens was equally forbidden to good princes, who, as they 
are not above the laws, are no lefs bound than the meaneft of 
the populace, to conform to them: hence to the public vows, 
which were in the beginning of each year offered, for the 
health and profpcrity of the emperor, he added thefe con- 
ditions ; “ If he obferves the laws ; if he governs the re- 
public as be ought; if hecprocures the happincfs of his 
people.” Before Trajan refigncd the fafces, the caufe of 
l/Iariui Marius Prifcus, accufed by a city of Africa of extortion 
Prifcus during Jiis proconfulatp, was heard by the emperor and fe- 
tried, and Pliny, and Tacitus the hiftorian, pleaded for the 

foBde^ne . lafted three days, the emperor 

liftening the whole time with great attention to the reafons 
alleged on both fides, without ever betraying the leaff par- 
tiality to cither. In the end, Prifcus was degraded from 
the rank of fenator, and banifhcd Italy : at the fame time 
Hoftilius Firminusi his lieuteifant and accomplice, was de- 
clared iiicapable of holding any employment in the em- 
pire 

fhe trial The condemnation of Marius Prifcus was followed by 
thatW ClalEcus proconful of bxtica, ^br rather of his ac- 
complices ; for Claflicus, finding himfelf accufed of extor- 
tion by the whole province, dcnToyed himfelf before the 
time appointed for his trial. However, his accomplices, 
who had fhared in his rapine, were, by means of Pliny, 
who pleaded in behalf of the province, all condemned. 
The eftate, which Claflicus poffeffcd before he was fent in- 
to Spairi, was adjudged to his daughter; but the reft was 
diftributed amongfl thofe whom he had plundered during 
bis adminiftration i Bebius Pfiobus, and Fabius Hifpanus, 
the niiinflcrs of his extortion, \i^efe baniflied for five years, 
though they alleged in rheir defence, that (bey were oblig- 
ed impUcjtly to obey the orders of the proconful. Stillonius 
Prifcus, who had commanded a cohort under Claflicus, was 
banifhed Italy for (wp years : the daughter of Claflicus was 
likcwife acepfed by the province ; but Pliny, believing 
innocent, declined pleading againft her ; whence the pio- 


« FJin. lip« at. epitt, 4. hbi \h cpilt. 




(c9Uti9R 



^47 


Romm Hijloiy. 

fecutlon was dropped. Norbanus Licinianus, who had been 
lieutenant to Claflicus, but his declared enemy, was at the 
fame time condemned for other crimes, not mentioned by 
hiftorians, and confined to one of the iflands in the Archi- 
pelago (Y),' Towards the end of this year, Julia Sabina, 
grand -daughter to Marciana the emperor’s fifter, was mar- -dt/riAa 
ried to Adrian the fon of .^lius Adrian Afer, coufin to 
Trajan. This match, which in the end proved unhappy to biiX 
both, was concluded by the emprefs Plotina, who had a 
particular kindnefs for Adrian**. 

In the following year Trajan, at the earneft requeft of 
the fenate, entered upon his fourth confulfliip, taking, for 
his colleague, according to fomc, Sextus Articuleius Pxtus; 
according to others, P. OrStus. Adrian was this year 
qu^fior, and charged with the care of the regifters of the qp 
fenate ; which employment he foon refigned, to attend the ^450, 

emperor in the war he undertook againft the Dacians. Dc- A.D. loz, 
cebalus king of the Dacians obliged Domitian, as we have * 5 °- 
related in that prince’s reign, to purchafe a peace with a tr ■ 1 
large fum, to be paid annually. To this tribute Trajan ^rfi^ar 
would not fubmit, alleging, that he had not been conquer- with the 
cd by Decebalus. Befi des, the Dacians grew ildily more 

^ SparP. in Adrian* 


(Y) For what we have hi- 
therto related of Trajan’s ad- 
miniftratioD, we are chiefly Ai-> 
debted to Pliny, Jrom whofe 
panegyric on that prince we 
have copied it. Pliny pro- 
nounced his fpeech in the fe- 
natc when he entered upon his 
confulflnp, having compofed it 
before at the requeft of the fc- 
nators. After he had delivered 
it in full fenate, he added, as 
he himfelf informs us, many 
things to it, th.-it it might ferve 
as a model for other princes. 
Before he publiflied it, he re- 
peated it before fome of his 
friends, who for three days to- 
gether heard him with great at- 
tention ; which he aferibes, hot 
|o the elegance or beauties of 


his performance, ^ but to their 
being perfuaded, that the praifes 
which he beftowed on Trajan 
were a merited encomium on 
that prince, and altogether 
free from flattery. Pliny him- 
felf afllires us, that fuch paf- 
fages in his difeourfe, as were 
the leaft ftudied, pleafed moll ; 
which gave him no finall fatif- 
fa^lion : fur thence he began to 
entertain hopes of feeing the 
true tafte revive, and the maf- 
culine eloquence of the ancients 
again admired. ' He fent his dif- 
eourfe, which he ftyles g, book, 
to one of his friends, requefting 
him to mark what he dilliked in 
it, that he might be fure he ap- 
proved of the reft (i). 


(1) Plin. lib. iii. epift, 13, si. 
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formidable, and their king maintained a good underiland* 
ing with Pacorus king of the Parthians ; a connefiion which 
gave Trajan no fmall jealoufy. When he, therefore, heard, 
that the Dacians had paiTed the Danube, and committed 
lioftilitieSi he was glad of that pretence to make war upon, 
and humble an enemy, whofe power he began to fear. He 
immediately alTembled a formidable army, marched Mrith 
incredible expedition to the banks of the Danube, pafled 
that river without oppofition, Decebalus not being apprifed 
bf his arrival, and entered Dacia, committing every-where 
dreadful devadations. Decebalus, however, was not in 
the lead difmayed ; he armed the youth of the country, 
and boldly advanced to meet the Romans, encamping at a 
fmall diftance from their en^trenchments. Trajan imme- 
diately drew out his men, in order to offer the enemy battle. 
As he approached the place where they lay, a large mufli- 
room was found, and brought to him, with the following 
words in Latin cut upon it: Your allies, el'pecially the 
Byrrhi, advife you to conclude a peace with the Dacians, 
and to retire.” Trajan, defpifing that advice, continued 
advancing in order of battle, till he difeovered Decebalus, 
at the head of a powerful army, coming full march to meet 
him. He then halted, and having encouraged his men in 
a (hort fpeech, ordered the trui^Lpets to found the charge. 
All we know of this a£);ion is, that great numbers of the 
enemy fefl, and that the Romans gained the viflory i 
whichi however, cofl them dear, the wounded on their fide 
being very numerous. Linen beKig wanted to bind up their 
wounds, Trajan tore his own robes, to^fupply that want. 
Such as fell in battle he caufed to be interred with great 
folemnity; and ordered an altar to be built on the fpot, 
and facrifices to be yearly oiFered in hopour of the deceaf- 
ed He followed the enemy clofe and, without giving 
them time to levy new forces, haralTed them to fuch a de- 
gree, that Decebalus, reduced almofl to defpair, fent fome 
of his chief lords with propofals of peace. The emperor 
appointed LiciniuB Sura, and Claudius Libianus, captain of 
the pr^torian guards, to treat with ahem ; but, the depu- 
ties not agreeing, Trajan continued his ravages, advancing 
from one hill tq another, not without great danger, till he 
^rrived*^!} the neighbourhood of Zermizegethufa, the me- 
tropolis of Dacia. On the other fide, Maximus, one of the 
Roman generals, made himfelf mailer of feveral Arong 
fpitrcQes, in one of which he took the After of Decebalus 
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prlfoncr^ and recovered a Raman Ilandard^ which had been 
fofl: when Fufcus was defeated and killed in the reign of 
pomitian. 

At length DecebaluSj no longer able to withlland the 
Romansi and dreading the defiru£lion of his capital, which 
would be attended with the lofs of his whole kingdom, dif- 
patched other ambafladors to Trajan, offering to accept fuch 
conditions as he (hould think (it to impofe. Accordingly 
Trajan granted him a peace upqn the following terms : 
I. That he {hould furrender the territories which he had 
unjuftly taken from the neighbouring nations. 2. That he 
fhpuld deliver up his arms, his warlike engines, and the 
artiHcers who made them, with all the Roman deferters. 
3. That, for the future, he fly^uld entertain no deferters, 
nor take into his fervice the natives of any country fubjef^ 
to Rome. 4. That he fliould difmantle all his fortreffes 
and caflles. And, lallly, that he (hould have the fame 
friends and foes with the people of Rome. With thefe 
articles Dccebalus reluftantly complied ; and, having fworn 
to obfcive them, he was introduced to Tiajan, before whom 
he threw himfelf on the ground, acknowleging himfelf his 
valTal. Trajan commanded him to fend deputies to the 
fenate, for the ratification of the peace; which he obtained 
accordingly. The war beir^ thus ended, Trajan, having 
placed garrifons in moft of the cities of Dacia, returned to 
Rome ; which he entered in triumph, and took the furname 
of Dacicus, being the firfl Roman who had ever triumphed 
over that nation ^ 

In the following year Suranus, of whom we find no far- 
ther mention in hiftory, and L. Licinius Sura, or, as Ibme 
fiyle him, Suras, were cliofcn confuls. Sura was Trajan’s 
chief favourite, and had employed all his intereft with 
Nerva in his behalf ; whence to him chiefly, after Nerva, 
Trajan acknowleged himfelf indebted for his adoption and 
preferment This year Trajan, at the requeft of the fe- 
nate, and at the motion of Nigrinus, tribune of the people, 
fubje£led fuch pleaders, as received fees from their clients, 
to the penalties of the kw againft extortion : and Licinius 
Nepos, prstor, upon his taking j)oflre(lion of that office, 
procured a decree from the fenatc, commanding the p^i-ties, 
before their caufe began to be tried, to fwear, that they 
had neither given nor promjfed any fee, prefent, or reward, 
to thofe who were to plead in their behalf. Pliny com- 
mends this law, and declares, that he was pleafed to fee 
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that forbidden to others, which he had never praftifed him- 
fclf **. Towards the end of the year, Trajan aflumed twice 
the title of emperor, for vi£lDries which were gained bv 
fomc of his lieutenants (for he himfelf continued the whole 
year at Rome), but are not mentioned by any hiltorian. 

The next confuls were Trajan the fifth lime, and Lu- 
cius Appius Maximus, who had fignalized himfelf in the 
Dacian war. At this period the emperor began a magni- 
ficent and convenient h&fbour at Centumcellce, now Civita 
Vecchia, which he called, after his own name, the Har- 
bour of Trajan. Pliny was this year appointed to govern 
Pontus and Bithynia, in quality of lieutenant and propree- 
tor, with confiilar authority ; that is, he was not appointed 
governor of that province by the fenate, but by the empe- 
ror, though the province of Pontus and Bithynia belonged 
to the fenate. As there were many abufes in that province 
to reform, the emperor fent Pliny thither, with an extra- 
ordinary authority, as his lieutenant ; but aftervi^ards al- 
lowed the fenate to appoint the governors as formerly, 
Adrian being the firft who took the province of Pontus and 
Bithynia from the fenate, and gave them Pamphylia in ex- 
change ^ 

L. Licinius Sura and M. Marcellus being confuls, Sau- 
romates, king of Bofporus, fcfnt a folemn embafly to Tra- 
jan, and entered into an alliance with him and the Roman 
people. Soon after Dccebalus, king of the Dacians, tin- 
able to live in fubje£l:ion, began, contrary to the late treaty, 
to raife men, provide arms, entertain deferters, fortify his 
caftles, and invite the neighbouring nations to join him 
againft the Romans as a common enemy. The Scythians 
were gained by his foliciiations 5 but the lazyges refufiiig 
to bear arms againft Rome, he invaded their country, and 
feized that part of it which bordered on the Danube. In 
confequence of thefe hoftilitics, Decebalus was by the fe- 
nate declared an enemy ; and Trajan marched againft him 
in perfon. Decebalus, not finding himfelf in a condition 
to withftand him by open force, had recourfe tp deceit and 
treachery, fending aiTafiins, under fhc name of deferters, to 
murder him 5 but one ckf thfefe, being apprehended upon 
fufpic^on, and put to the torture, difeovered the whole 
plot, together with his accomplices, who were immediately 
feized and executed. Decebalus, failing in this attempt, 
invited Longinus, one of Trajan’s favourites and chief com- 
manders, to a confetcnce, offering to put an end to the 
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war, by fubmltting to the articles of the former treaty, mmiU 
fomc fmall alteration. Longinus, not fufpe£ling any trea- 
chery, complied with the invitation : butDecebalus imme- 
diately feized him*, and, after having attempted in vain to 
make him reveal the defigns of the emperor, he wrote to 
Trajan, offering to releafc Longinus, upon condition that 
he would grant him an honourable peace, reftore the coun- 
try bordering on the Danube, and defray all the charges of 
the war-, adding, that, if thefe conditions were not com- 
plied with, he would inftantly put Longinus to death. 

Trajan returned him a judicious anfwer, neither feemiiig to 
undervalue the life of his favourite, nor yet to eflimate it fo 
highly, as to purchafe it at too dear a race. But while De- 
cebalus was deliberating abopt the meafures he fliould pur- 
fue, Longinus, by a dofe of poifon, which was privately 
conveyed to him by a freedman, deprived himfelf of life. 
Decebalus immediately difpatched a centurion taken with 
Longinus, offering Trajan the body of the deceafed gene- 
ral, with ten captives, provided he would deliver up the 
freedman whom Longinus had feiit, before he took the 
poifon, to the emperor, under colour of negotiating a 
treaty 5 but Trajan would neither hear the propofal, nor 
even fuffer the centurion to return. 

In the mean time Trahan, that his troops might with 
more cafe pafs the Danube, built a bridge over that fpacious /,uM a 
river, which, by the ancients, is ftyled the mofl magnifi- bridge 
cent and wonderful of all his works, and the mofl ilately 
fabric of that nature in tHe univerfe. It was compofed of 
fquare flone, an^ contained twenty arches, each of them 
one hundred and fifty feet above the foundation, and fixty 
feet in breadth, all dillant from each other one hundred 
and feventy feet. It was built where the river was nar- 
rowed, and confequencly where the dream was dronged 
and mod rapid ; a circumdance which renders the fabric 
dill more dupendous and amazing, on account of the al- 
mod infurmountable difficulties they mud have encountered 
in laying fo large a foundation ^ The architefl: employed 
on this occafion was Apollodorus of Damafeus, who left a 
defeription of this great work^ ^Trajan ordered two cadlcs ^ 
to be built, to guard the bridge, one on the Rongan, the 
other on the Dacian fide of the river. This dupendous fa- 
bric was begun and ended in one dimmer; but Trajan, not 
thinking it advifeable to enter Dacia upon the approach of 
winter, contented himfelf with making the neceffary pre- 


» Dio, lib. Ixviii. p. 776. 
)ib. iv, cap. 6. 


^ Procop. de ^difidis Judin. 
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pbrattons for vigoroufly attacking the enemy early in the 
fpring. 

In the mean time the following confuls were chofcn at 
Rome, Tiberius Julius Candidus, and Aulua Julius Quad-" 
ratus, both for the fecond time. This year, the eigl^ of 
Trajan’s reign, a dcadful earthquake overturned in Alla the 
cities of Elea, Myrine, Pitamc, and Cunix ; and in Greece 
the cities of Opus and Oritze Adrian difcharged for a 
time the office of tribune of the people, and then went to 
attend Trajan in the war againfl: the Dacians. The empe- 
ror early in the fpring paifed the Danube on the bridge he 
had built, and, entering the enemy’s country, purfued the 
war with more prudence than expedition, unwilling to ex- 
pofe his men to unneccflary dangers He often encamped 
on deep and barren mountains ** ; was obliged to divert ri- 
vers into new channelsj and to attempt and perform things, 
which, were they not well attefted, would feem altogether 
fabulous. He gave many flgnal indances of his perfonal 
courage \ and the foldiers, animated by his example, chear- 
fully underwent all thehardlhips of laborious warfare. At 
length Trajan made himfelf mailer of the capital of Dacia, 
and almod of the whole country ; infomuch that Deceba- 
lus, feeing himfelf dripped of his dominions, and dreading 
to fall into the hands of the conqueror, chofe rather to put 
an end to his life, than to live in fubjeflion, or acknowlege 
himfelf vanquilhed. His head was immediately brought to 
Trajan, and by him fent to Rome. He had concealed his 
treafures in a deep pit, which \it caufed be dug in the 
bed of the river Sargetia, now Idrig, having for that pur- 
pofe turned the dream into another channel, and afterwards 
brought it to its former courfe. He fccured his rich move- 
ables in deep caves, which he caufed to be dug by captives, 
whom he immediately after put to death, that they might 
not difeover the fecret; but Bacilis, one of his chief fa- 
vourites and confidents, being taken in this war, difeovered 
the whole to Trajan, who fei zed both the treafure, and va- 
luable moveables, of the deceafed prince P (Z). Dacia being 


B Eufeb. Chron. « Dlu, p. 776, 

epift. 9| p Dio, lib. rxix- p. 787. 


* Plin.lib. viii. 


(Z) We are told, that, noN 
withllanding this difeovery, 
great riches were found in thofe 
places many ages after, which 
had efcaped Trajan. The fa- 
mous column of Trajan is 
thought to have been railed for 


a lading monument of the vic- 
tories gained by that prince 
over the Dacians : at leall, ma- 
ny of the remarkable events of 
this war are exprelTed in the 
balTo relicTO of that pillar. 
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entirely fubduedj Trajan reduced it to a Roman proylnccp 
which waSj according to Eutropius a thoufand miles in 
-ompafs. The Romans held it to the reign of the emperor 
Sallienus ' during which time it was governed by a ma- 
riftrate, with the title of propntor. Trajan built feveral Mary 
caitles in the country, and placed gnrrifons in them, to hntet 
keep the inhabitants in fubjeflion ■. He likewife planted P^amuJ in 
a great number of colonies, diftributing lands among the 
poor citizens of Rome, and of the other towns of Italy, 
who were willing to fettle in Dacia (A). 

Trajan, upon his return to Rome, triumphed over the Trajan's 
Dacians a fecond time ; caufed feveral medals to be (truck /scond trU 
in memory of his viftories, many of which are ftill preferv- 
cd*; entertained the people with public banquets; with 
fliews, in which ten thoufand gladiators entered the lifts ; 
with combats of wild bcafts, of which above ten thoufand 
were killed ; and all kinds of diverfions, which lafted one 
hundred and twenty-three days". The fame year is re- Arah\a?t^ 
markable for the entire redu£lion of Arabia Petrsa by Au- 
lus Cornelius Palma, governor of Syria, after it had been 
long governed by its own kings- Trajan reduced, toge- 
ther with the Dacians, feveral nations in alliance with 
them ; fo that the fame of his conquefts reaching the moft 
diftant countries, and eveif India, ambalfadors were fent 
from thence to congratulate him upon the fuccefs which 
had attended his arms. 

The next confuls were Cgrealis and L. Ceionius Commo- 
dus Verus, the father of L. -^lius Verus, as is commonly 
fuppofed, who was created Csefar by Adrian. During their 

1 Eutrop. pi 136, ' Ruf* p. 550. * Gruter. p> 35 ^ 

< Occo, p. 101. " Dio, lib. Jxviii. p* 777 - 

(A) The Hungarian writers by the name of Gradifch. In 
mention feveral cities in their Mcefia and Thrace feveral citiei 
country, which were, on this borrowed their names rroin 
occafton, built or peopled by Trajan; for we find the city 
the Romans ; but the moft cc- of Trajanopolis in Thrace mcn- 
Icbrated of all was ZermiXege- tioned by the ancients ; that ot 
thufa, which, in feveral an- Ulgia in Upper Mmha, now 
cient inferiptions, is ftyled Co- Servia; the cities of Plojjnopo- 
lonia Ulpia Trajana Augufta lis, which, no doubt, was lo 
Dacia Sarmiz. It waseftablKh- called from Plotina, Trajana 
cd by M. Scaurianus proprator wife ; and Marcianopolis, the 
of Dacia, and continued fub- capital of Lower Mcrfia, which 
jeft to the Romans at Icaft to took its name from Marciana, 
the death of the emperor Seve- the emperor s lifter, and was, 
rus, Atprefentitisbutapoor according to Jomandcs, duul 

village in Traaiylvania, known by Trajan. adminif- 
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adminiflratlon, the Capitoline fportSf eftablilhed by Dom!- 
tian, were exhibited the fixth time, when the prize in poe- 
try was obtained by a child thirteen years old, named L. 
Valerius Fudens This year - Trajan carried, at a vaft 
charge, a road through the Palus Pontina, or Pontine 
Marfhes, the remains of which are Itill vifible * ; and this, 
no doubt, is the Via Trajana, or Trajan’s Highway, men- 
tioned in feveral ancient infcriptions produced by Occoand 
Gruter Dio Cafhus adds, that he ordered all the di- 
minifhed coin to be melted down, and mentions feveral 
magnificent buildings, with which he embellifhed Rome : 
but of thefe we fhaU fpeak hereafter; for Trajan mull have 
only begun them this year, fince he left Rome in . the month 
of October, and was at Antioch the beginning of the en- 
fuing year. However, before he departed for the Eaft, a 
confpiracy was formed againll him .by Craflus, and feveral 
other perfons of the firil quality ; but feafonably difeovered. 
The confpirators were tried, not by him (for ^e declined 
being judge), but by the fenate, who condemned them to 
banifhmeiit. 

The true motive of Trajan’s journey into the Eallwas a 
dcfire of glory, which he hoped to reap from a war with 
the Parthians, W'bo rivalled the Romans themfelves in 
power, and had feveral times idefeated their armies with 
great (laughter. The pretence he alleged for quarrelling 
with that nation, was, that Exedares, king of Armenia, 
had received his crown from the king'of Parthia ; whereas 
the Roman emperors claimed i, right of difpnfing of that 
crown ever fince the reign of Nero, who, in the year fixty- 
fixth, the twelfth of his empire, had crowned at RomeTiri- 
dates king of Armenia. Trajan, who eagerly wanted to 
make war upon the Parthians, pretended to be highly af- 
fronted at the Parthian king’s giving the crown and royal 
enfigns to Exedares, and threatened him with war, if he 
refufed to comply with his jufl demands. Cofrhoes de- 
fpifing his menaces ; Trajan, who bad already made the 
necefiary preparations'for this expedition, immediately left 
Rome, and crolTed over into Greece. When Cofrhoes 
found he was determiner^ he began to abate of his pride, 
and fept deputies to him with rich prefents, befeeching that 
he would not, upon fuch flight motives, engage the two 
empires in a bloody and dellru£live war : at the fame time 
he acquainted him, that Exedared, finding himfelf neither 
acceptable to the Romans, nor to the Parthians, had abdi- 

w Onuph- in Faft. p. ai 6 . * Dio, libi Ixviiu p. 7^7* 

y Grot p. 199 - 

cated 
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catedthe crown, and befought Trajan to difpofe of it in fa- 
vour of Parthamafiris. The ambaifadors found Trajan at Amhaffa~ 
Athens, and delivered their meflage ; to which the emperor dorsfentt9 
*^plied, that friendfliip was ftiewn by actions, and not by ^ i 
words; that he was going into Syria, and that there he 
ftiould take fuch refolutions as he fliould think proper. He 
then difiniflcd the ambafladors, without accepting any of 
their prefents He purfued his journey through Afia Mi- He arrives 
nor, Cilicia, and the other provinces, to Seleucia in Syria, Antioch, 
and from thence to Antioch, the capital of that province, 
which he entered, crowned with a branch of olive 

The following year’s confuls were Lucius Liciiiius Sura 
the third lime, and Cuius Socius Senecio the fecond, who 
refigned the fafees to Suranus and Servianus. During Abgarus 
Adrian’s refidence in Antioch, Abgarus, or, as fome call bin^ofE* 
him, Augarus, prince of EdelTa in Mefopotamia, fent him 
prefents, and declared a Gncere defire of living in friend- princes, 
iliip with him and the people of Rome ; but as he equally ftndpre- 
feared the Romans and Parthians, and was defirous to pleafe fent j to 
both, he declined waiting upon him in perfon. The other 
petty princes in that neighbourhood came perfonally to of- 
fer their fervice to the emperor, and brought with them, 
according to the cuftom of the eaftern countries, rich pre- 
fents (B). Trajan received, all the princes, who came to 
attend him, with great demonftrations of kin Jnefs, accept- 
ed their gifts, and pretended to repofe an entire gonfidence 
in them. Having made the neceflary preparations for his Thekingof 
intended expedition, he leJt Antioch, bending his march Armenia 
towards Armenia, Vhen Parthainafiris, who had written to 
him before, and ftyled him king of Armenia, fent him a 
fecond letter (for Trajan had returned no anfwer to, the 
firft), wherein he omitted the title of king, and defired, 
that M. Junius, governor of Cappadocia, might be appoint- 
€d to treat with him. Trajan fent only the fon of Junius, who frizes 
and, in the mean time, purfued his march, makidg him- feverat 
felf mailer of fcveral places, without theleaft refillancc. At 
Sata, or rather Satala, a city in Armenia Minor, the emperor 
was met by Anquialus king of the Heniochi, a people of 
Circallia on the Euxine Sea, and of the Maheloni, of whono 
we find no farther mention in hift*y. Trajan received him 

* Dio, lib. Ixviii. p. 77B. • UlTer. Not. in A£l. Ignat, p. 35. 

Lond. ann. 1647. 

(B) One among the reft pre- down, bowed his head to the 
fented him with a llately cour- ground, and adored him, as he 
fer, which, as he was brought had been taught for that pur- 
before the emperor, kneeled pofc, . 
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\nth all pofEbIc demonftrations of kindnefs, ahd made him 
rich prefentSi in order to attach him to his intercft. 

Upon his arrival at Elegia^ in the Greater Armenia^ Par- 
thamafiris came to wait upon him, and folicit the crown oF 
Armenia. Trajan received him fcatcd upon a throne or 
tribunal, and attended by the chief officers of his army. 
As Parthamanris approached, he took off his crown, and 
laid it at the emperor’s feet, without uttering a Angle word, 
not doubting but he would immediately return it to him. 
In the mean time the foldiers, elated to fee the king of Ar- 
menia, though fupported by the whole power of the Par- 
thian empire, obliged to fubmit, and refign his crown to 
their general, congratulated him upon it with loud ftiouts ; 
which fo terrified Parthamaf.ris, that he attempted to with- 
draw, hut finding himfelf furrounded on all fides, he de- 
fired to fpeak to Trajan in private. He was accordingly 
carried into the emperor’s tent; but Trajan, difliking bis 
propofals, and refufing to comply with them, he left the 
tent in a rage, and endeavoured to make his efcape out of 
the camp. But Trajan having ordered him to be brought 
back, again afeended the tribunal, and defired the prince 
to repeat, in the hearing of all, the propofals he had made 
in private, and his anfwcrs, that perfons who were ignor- 
ant of what had paffed betweeif them, might not give falfe 
accounts of the conference, and mifreprefent it to the 
world. Parthamafiris, no longer able to contain himfelf, 
told Trajan, that he had neither been conquered nor taken 
prifoner; that he came voluntarily, believing no injury 
would have been offered him, and that he fhould receive 
his kingdom of Trajan as Tiridates had done of Nero. 
Trajan replied, that Armenia belonged to the Romans, 
and that it (hould receive a Roman governor, and be no 
longer a kingdom ; that, as for Parthamafiris, he gave him 
liberty to retire whither he pleafed. Accordingly he dif- 
miffed him, and the Parthians who attended him, and ap- 
pointed a guard, that they might not be infulted by the fol- 
diery; or raife diflurbances ; he detained tjkc Armenians^as 
fubjc^Is of the Roman empire, and” ordered them to return 
to their refpedlive dwelkngs. Parthamafiris endeavoured 
to maintain himfelf in his kingdom W force of arms ; but 
loll his life in the attempt ; fo that Trajan made himfelf 
mailer of Armenia, which he reduced to a Roman pro- 
vince 

Uptm the' reduflion of Armenia feveral princes fubmitted 
to Trajan j amongll whom are mentioned the kings of Ibe- 

b Bio, lib. laviii. p. 779. Arrian, in Parip. Pbnt, Euxin. p, 7. En- 
tropu in Vir, Tnjan. 
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Ha, llarmatia, Bofporus, and Colchis^ He appointed a 
king to rule over the Albanians, and bellowed that dignity 
on Julianus, prince of the Apfiles, whofe country bordered 
‘^n the Euxine Sea, having for its metropolis the city df 
Diofeuris, afterwards called Sebaftopolis. The emperor 
having left garrifons in all the fortrelTes of Armenia, 
advanced to the city of Edefla in Mefopotamia, where be 
was treated in a very friendly manner by Abgarus, king, of 
that diftrift. Abgarus had befo.^ie fent him feveral pre- 
fents i but put off, under various pretences, waiting upon 
him in perfon. However, Trajan, by the mediation of 
Abgarus’s fon, Arbandes, a very comely youth, received 
his excufes, and admitted him to his fricndlhip. Abgaru.s 
made a grand entertainment fi}r the emperor anri the chief 
officers of his army, at which Arbandes, who Was perhaps 
too much beloved by Trajan, diverted him with dancing 
after the manner of his country Manes, the chief of one 
of the Arabian nations, Sporaccs, prince of Anthemufia, a 
province of Mefopotamia, Mebarfapes, king of Adiabcne, 
and Manifares, prince of feme diHricl in chat neighbour- 
hood) declared, that they were ready to join Trajan ; but, 
in the mean time^ delayed meeting him : fo that the em^* 
peror began to diftrull them, efpecially after the treachery 
of Meliarfapesj who having^emanded and obtained a body 
of troops to protefl his dominions, as he pretended, againll 
the Parthians, put molt of them to the fwDrd,^ and held 
the rell in captivity. Amonglt the latter was a centurioni 
named Sentius, wno, as Tfajan, highly provoked at this 
treachery, approached a place of great Itrength, called 
Ademyftrcs, where he was confined, found means to break 
his chains, and, with the alliltance of his fellow-captives, 
killed the governor of the fort, and opened the gates to the 
Romans. Trajan, now mailer of fo ftrong and important 
a place, advanced boldly into Mefopotamia, and reduced 
great part of it by the terror of his name. 

As the greatelt part of Adiabene lay beyond the Tigris, 
Trajan built a bridge over that river, which is reprefented 
on feveral medals that have reached our times ^ The cities 
of Nilibe and Batue made a vigorous defence > but in the 
end were obliged to fubmit. We know not what.mea- 
fures Cofrhoes took, or what attempts he made, to flop 
Trajan’s conquells (C). LuGus Quietus diftinguiffied him- 

« Eutrop. in Vit. Trajan. ^ Dio, lib. Uviii. p. 780. ' Occo, 

P' *05. Birag. 157, 

(C) Wc fliould be able to tranfaftioHs, if the Parthian 
give a better account of thefp- lufiory, compofed by Arrian, 
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fdf above all tbt commanders employed by Trajan ill tbiji 
ituj war. He was an Afrieani and born in a country not Tub- 

rt^n jeft to Rome but neverthelefs ferved in the Roman ca- 

Yalry, till he was degraded and difmiiTcd for fomc mirde-«»«..^ 
i 'rtjan'j meanour, either by Domidan or Nerva. Trajan wanting 
nihgr wari. Moors in his wars with the Daciansi took this prince again 
into the fervice, with a body of his countrymen and depen- 
dentSi at the head of whom he performed wonders^ both 
in the firfl and fecond Dacian war ^ In the Parthian war 
he ferved with fuch courage and fuccefs, that Trajan ho- 
noured him with the coniulate, andj towards the end of 
his reign, appointed him governor of Paleftinei in reward 
for a iignal vidlory which he gained over the Jews of Me- 
fopotamia e. His reducing the Mardi, a people of Alia, 
near Armenia, and hot far fVom the Cafpian Sea, is men- 
doned as what moil eminently contributed to his glory and 
preferment. Ammianus Marcellinus extols him as one of 
the greateft captains that ever bore aims for the Romans 
We are told, that Trajan bad fuch a friendfhip and elleem 
for him, that he entertained thoughts of naming him for 
his fucceflbr, though he was not even born a fubjefi ofthe 
empire. In the next fix years we find nothing recorded by 
the compilers of the ancients, except the names of the con- 
fuls, the highway made by Trjijan from Beneventum to 
Brundufium, the burning of the pantheon by lightning, the 

r Bio, in Excerpt. Valef. p. 710. lib, laviii. p. 773. Spart. in Aur- 
Themilt. orat.xvi. B Eufeb. Ijb. iv. cap. i. >> Aminian. 
lib. xxix. 

Who flourifhed at this time, on nent matiRer, both as a foldier 
purpofe to difplay the exploits and a general, Marius Maxi- 
of Trajan, and by him divided mus, Fabius MarcellinuB, Au- 
incofeventeen books, had reach- relius Verus, Stadus Valens, 
ed us (i) : but that work being Ammianus Marcellinus, and 
long nnce lofi, and many other DioCallius, wrote hU life, ei- 
hifiories of ihefe times (for un- ther by itfelf, or in the l^y 
dcr no prince there flourifhed a of the Roman hifloiy. But 
greater number of celebrated none of the works of thefe au- 
hillorianB than under Trajan) thorV are now remaining; fo 
we are with no prince's ^ at- that we are obliged to recur to 
chicveji^DtB left acquainted the Abridgment of Dio Catius 
than wkh Trajan’s. ^Npe to by Xiphilin, and to the ftill 
mentioii the many writers who more compendSouB and undi- 
have deferibed the Parthian gelled writings of Aurelius Vic- 
war, in which Trajan diftin- tor and EutropiuB. 
guided himfelf in a very cmi- 

ri)Phot.cap, 15. _ 

daftriiAibn 
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deftraAioh of fortie cities in Galatia by an earthquake, and 
dedicution of the great fquare at Romei which took its name 
from Trajan. The confula were Appius Annius Trebo- 
'liianus Gallus, and Marcus Attilius Metellus Bradua Au<» 
lus Cornelius Palma the fecond time, and L. Tull us \ Prif- 
cinus, or Prifcianusi andOrfitus; Caius Calpurnius Pifo, 
and M. Vettius Bolanus; Trajan the (ixth time, and Titus 
Sextius Bolanus ; Lucius Publius Celfus the fecond time, 
and Caius Clodius Crifpinus | Quintus Ninnius HoHa, and 
Publius Manilius Vopifeus. Thefe were confuls from the 
eleventh to the feventeenth year of Trajan’s reign in- 
clufivcly; that is, from the io8th to the 114th of the 
Chrillian ^era. 

ITie eighteenth year of Trqjan’s reign, and 115 th of the 
Chriltian aera, was remarkable for the viftories gained by 
that great commander over the Parthians, and for which 
he afliiiTied the title of emperor the feventh, eighth, ami 
ninth times Whatever gave occahon to hoftnities (for 
hiftoryis filent upon this head), Trajan, before he left Sy- 
ria, fern, at the requeft of his friends, to enquire of the 
oracle of Heliopolis in Phmnicia, whether he fliould return 
from this war to Rome. The oracle replied, as ufual, in 
ambiguous terms, which might be interpreted eithet way. 
Trajan, putting the moil faipourable conftru6(iM upon thefe 
mylterious words, early in the fpring left Syria, and march* 
cd againft the Parthians encamped on the other fide of the 
Tigris. As the river was imt fordable, and the enemy pof- 
felTed, with a numej-ous army, the oppofite bank, he caufed 
a great number of boats to be privately built in the woods 
of Nifibisj which being conveyed upon carriages to the 


fcntfeveral boats againft them, manned with archers and 
flingers, and ordered others to move up and down the river, 
as if they were attempting to land in other places. This dif- 
pofition fo diilraffed the Parthians, already difeouraged and 
furprifed at the fight oflfo many veffcls in a country almoft 
deftitute of wood, that they fled, a|id fuffered the Roman ar- 
my to pafs the river without ferther moleflation. J'rajan 
conquered the kingdom of Adiafaene, which he had reduced 
in the former war, but pei^haps reflored upon the conclu- 
sion of the peace. He likewife fubdued the country which ReduetM 
at that timeflill retained the name, of Aflyria, .and in which 
Aood the city of Ninos or Nineve, and Arbela and Gau- 

* Gruter.p. aiS. Goltz, p. 65, 66, 

S 2 gamela. 


Ihore, a bridge livas fuddenly formed over the river, which 
Trajan pafled in fpite of the utmoft efibfts of the enemy, Hepapi 
who greatly annoyed him with Showers of arrows, till he 
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giimcla, two places famous in hiftory, on account ol the 
vidories of Alexander the Great. 

As the Farthiana were greatly weakened by domeftic 
wars, and llilL divided among themfelves, Trajan advanced** 
to the celebrated city of Babylon, of the power and great- 
nefs of which we have read fucb wonders. He entered it 
without oppofition, and reduced its large territory, where 
the Roman Itandards had never before been difplayed. By 
this acquifition he became mailer of thofe rich and noble 
countries, AlTyria and Chaldsea. There he was aura£led 
by curioHty to vilit their lake of bitumen, which was made 
ufe of in building the famous walls of Babylon. Afterwards 
he began a canal between the Euphrates and the Tigris, in 
order to convey his velTels oi^t of the former into the latter, 
and with them lay a bridge over the Tigris, being refolved 
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phratesand to bcliege Ctcliphon, fituated on that river: but being in- 

the Tigris \ formed that the bed of the Euphrates was much higher than 
that of the Tigris, he abandoned the defign, fearing the 
llream would become too rapid, and confequently not na- 
vigable However, Ammianus Marcellinus allures us, 
that the emperor Julian, having removed the Rones with 
which the mouth of the canal was Ropped, conveyed his 
velTels through that cut from the Euphrates into the Tigris, 
a little above Cteliphon^ This canal was called Naar- 
malca, that is, the River of Kings. Trajan, dreading the 
above mentioned inconvenience, did not think it advifeable 
to make ufe of the canal. He ordered his velTels to be 
tranfported upon land-carriagef from the Euphrates to the 
Tigris, thefe two rivers being, in Tome places, at a fmall 
diRance from each other ; and having formed a bridge with 
them, palTed his army over the Tigris, and made himfelf 
maRer of Seleucia, and likewife of the great city of Cteli- 

S hon, the metropolis of the Parthian, and afterwards of 
e Perlian empire Upon his entering that city he was 
proclaimed emperor by the army, who with loud acclama- 
tions confirmed the title of Parthicus, which he had RrR 
gained by the redu£lion of Nilibis. At Ctefiphon he took 
the daughter of Cofrhoes prifoner,! and feized the throne 
of the Parthian kings, which was of mafly gold ". Cofrhoes 
himfejf made his efcape, and was living in the reign of 
Adrian. Trajan haying acquainted the fenate with the 
fuccefs that had attended him in this expedition, a decree 

S aflcd, allowing the conqueror of the Parchians to enter 
.ome in triumph as often as, he pleafed The reduction 
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of clefipbon put him in poflhflion of all the neighbouring 
countries. Eutropius relates, that he reduced the Marco- 
Blades, the Cardueni, AnthemiGa, a large province of Per- 
‘Tia, fays that writer, and all the countries lying between 
Babylon and India. 

At Babylon he viGted the houfe in which Alexander the 
Great died, and performed fome ceremonies in honour of 
that famous conqueror Ammianus Marcellinus writes, 
that in his time Trajan’s tribunal was ftill {landing at a city 
in the neighbourhood of Babylon, which he calls Ozogar- 
dene^. Trajan reduced Armenia, Mefopotamia, and AlTy- 
ria, to the condition of Roman provinces \ fo that the em- 
pire now extended even beyond the Tigris. How he dif- 
pofed of the country of the F|rthians, we fhall relate here- 
after. Towards the end of autumn, Trajan returned to 
Antioch, which was that winter almoil entirely ruined by 
one of the moil dreadful earthquakes mentioned in hif- 
tory (D). 

The 


P Ammian. lib. xxiv. p, 163. q Eutrop. ibid. 


(D) That city was then 
crowded with troops, and (han- 
gers aifembled from all quarteft, 
either out of curioGty, or upon 
bufinefs and embaflies ; fo that 
there was fcaree a nation or pro- 
vince but what /hared in the 
calamity ; and all Aic Roman 
world, fays Dio Caflius, fuffered 
in one city. The earthquake 
was preceded by violent claps 
of thunder, unufiial winds, alid 
a dreadful noife under- ground : 
then followed fo terrible a (hock, 
that the earth feemed in the 
mo/l horrid COD vulGons, feveral 
houfes were overturned, and 
others to/fed to and fro- like a 
/hip at fea : the noife of the 
cracking and burfting of the 
timber, of the falling of the 
houfes, and a difmaland tremen- 
dous roaring, drowned the cries 
of the affrighted people. Thofe 
who happened to be in their 
houfes, were, for the moft part, 
buried under their ruins ; fuch 
as were walking in the Greets, 


and in the fquares, were by the 
violence of the fhock dafhed a- 
gainft one another, and moft of 
them either killed, or danger- 
oufly wounded. As the earth- 
quake continued, with foine 
(mall intermillion, for feveral 
days and nights fucce/Tively, 
thoufands perilhed by it, and, 
among the refl, the conful Mar- 
cus Pedo Vergilianus, with 
many perfons oF great diftinc- 
tioD. The moG violent fhock 
happened, as we read in the 
ads of St. Ignatius, on a Sun- 
day, the twenty-third of De- 
cember. Trajan himfelf was 
much hurt, butneverthelefBef- 
caped through a window of the 
houfe where he was. Dio Caf- 
Gus pretends, that he ^as taken 
out, and carried away, by one 
who, in tallnefs, exceeded the 
human Gze. The fame writer 
adds, that Mount Lifon, which 
Good at a fmall diftance from 
Antioch, bowed with its top, 
and threatened to fall upon the 
S 3 city i 
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The nett confuk wck L. ^lius Limia and i£l!anus 
Verua. From an inicrif^ion of tbia year, the nineteenth 
of Trajan’s reign, we learn, that the fenatc and people of 
Rome returned tb« emperor foiemn thanks for havin^^ faci-*" 
litated the entry into Italy on the fide of the Adriatic Tea, 
by a port made by his order at Ancona. Upon the return 
of the fpring, Trajan, having Antioch, vifited the con- 
quered countries ; and finding them all in a ftate of tran- 
quilityi he embarked on. board his fleet, and failed down 
the Tigris, being defirous to view the Ferfian gulf. The 
ftorms, the rapidity of the river, and the tides, rendered 
his navigation both troublefomc and dangerous. However, 
he made himfelf mailer of Mefene, an ifland formed by 
the Tigris, and obliged Ath^mbylus, who reigned there, 
to pay him tribute. He was hofpitably received by the in- 
habitants of Charax Spafinse, the metropolis of Athamby- 
lus’s dominions, which moll; geographers place at the mouth 
of the Tigris. It was, we comedlure, on this occaGon, 
that he reduced Arabia Felix. Trajan, having reached the 
ocean, as we read in Dio Callius, and finding a Ihip bound 
to India, wilhed he was young, that he might, like Alex- 
ander, extend his conquells to that country ^ Eutropius 
tells us, that he had a fleet ready equipped in the Red iSea, 
with a defign to invade India ; that he informed himfelf of 
the culloms, ftrength, and manner of fighting, of the In- 
dians ; and that he envied the happinefs of Alexander, who 
had fubdifed them, and Extended his conquells far beyond 
the bounds of the Roman empife. 

Trajan wrote to the fenate, acquainting them with the 
fuccefs of his arms, and the names of the feveral nations 
which he had conquered. They decreed him extraordinary 
honours i. among the reil that he fliould, upon his return 


r Dio, p. 7^4. 

city; that other mountains fell; felf, with her milk. SeareH 
that new rivers appeared ; and was made for others ; but no 
others, that had flowed before, one befidcs was found alive, cx- 
foifook their courfe, and va- cept a 'child that was Hill fuck- 
niflied. When the earthqua}^ ing in dead morher (i ). 1 hia 

^ Ccafed, the voice of a woman dr^dfiil earthquake is mention- 
Wu heard crying under the ed by Eufebius, Aurelius Vic- 
fuins; which being removed, tor, and Evagerius, who all 
(he Waa found with a fucking (j^etik of it as the gieatefl cala- 
child in her arms, whom fl^e mity recorded in hiflory ( 2 ). 
1^ kept alWe, as well as her- 

, (rj Dio* lih. laviii. p. 781. Ignat. Afta, p. 53, S4- (») Puftb. 

CluroB. p, apS. & lib. i« cap. ii. 
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to ^mCj triumph over each particular nation which he Extrtt^r- 
had fubdued : a triumphal arch was built in his own forunij 
to perpetuate the memory of his conquefts ; and the peo- 
'pie of Rome made preparations to receive him with the 
utmoft pomp upon his return. But he never returned to itnate, 
Rome 'i nor was the end of his affions anfwcrable to the 
beginning. For moft of the nationss which he had con- 
queredi revolted and (hook oiF the yoke, after having 
driven out or maffacred the gasrifons that had been left 
amongft them. The Jews, who had been dirpcrfcd into all Jnui 
parts of the worldj raifed a dreadful rebellion in all the revoit rm 
provinces of the empircj encouraged by the abfence of the 
emperorj and the late terrible earthquake, which, as they ^ 
imagined, portended the rui/i and downfall of the Roman 
empire. The example of the Jews was followed by moll Mofi of th§ 
of the countries which Trajan had conquered, the inhabit- eoMntnet 
ants rifing every-where up in arms, and murdering, or ex- 
pelling the Roman garrifons. Againfl them the emperor * 

difpatched Lulius (Rictus, and L. Appius Maximus, who ’ 
were attended with very different fuccefs ; for Maximus 
was defeated and killed ; by whom hillory does not inform 
us: but Lulius dillinguilhed himfelf as ufual, gained great but an 
advantages over the enemy, recovered the city of Nilibis, again n^ 
faelieged, llormed, and laid in alhes, the city of Edeffa. 

On the other hand, Erucius Clarus, and Julius Alexander, 
fwo othet commanders of the emperor, retook the city of 
Seleucia upon the Tigrisj^ and feveral others, which had 
ffiaken off the yol^e. Lulius was, for his gallant condu£l^ 
rewarded with the government of Falselline ”, no doubt, 
to keep that province in awe, which was chiefly inhabited 
by Jews, and Teemed inclined, as Spartian informs us ^ to 
revolt, and raife new commotions in the empire. For thefe 
advantages, and the recovery of his conquclts, Trajan af- 
fumed the tenth and lalt time the title of emperor. During 
thefe diffurbances, Sambelus, king of Meun^, continued 
faithful to Trajan. Neither did the Parthians make any at- 
tempts towards the recovery of their liberty : but Trajan, 
apprehenfive they wou^d foon fhake off the yoke, thought 
it advifeable to conciliate them,^by giving them, inllead of 
a Roman governor, a king of tteir own nation. W^ih this 
dclign he repaired to Ctefiphon; where having alTemblcd in 
a large plain the Romans and Parthians, he afeended a high 
throne, and declared Parthamafeates king of the Parthians, 
placing, with great pomp and folemnity, the crown upon 
tiis head. PaFtfaamafpatcs, whom Spaitian calls Ffama- 

’ Dio, io Excerpt. Val, p. 710. ' Spart. in Adr. p. 6. 
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teflins, contipued faithful to the Romans but was de^ifed 
by the farthiaus as a flave to Rome, and retained fcarce any 
authority over them. ^ 

In the following year, the twentieth and laft of Trajan’f 
reign. Niger and Apronianus being confuls, the emperor 
marched into Arabia, and made war upon the Hagareni 
or Agareiii, who had likewife revolted. What part of 
Arabia they inhabited we cannot determine, fince we find 
no farther mention roatfe of them, till the times of the 
Lonftantinopolitan empire, when the name of Hagareni 
became common to the .Saracens and Arabians in general. 
The emperor befieged their city, which by Xiphilin is called 
Atra. It was neither great nor beautiful, fays Dio Caflius ", 
but thought to be very opulent, as the fun was worfliipped 
tnere, 'acircumftance which drew crowds of people thither 
with rich prefentsfrom the neighbouring countries. It was 
fituated on the top of a high and fteep mountain, well 
peopled, and furrounded with ftrong walls «. But its chief 
(Ircngth confifted in the barrennefs of the neighbourine 
country, deftitute of grafs, wood, and even of water : fo 
that a numerous army could not long fubfift before it : hence 
It was neither taken now by Trajan, nor afterwards by Sc- 
verus, though they had both made a breach in the wall. 
Irajan narrowly efcaped being killed in one of the attacks; 
for having laid afide the enligns of his dignity, that he 
might not be known, he headed his men in perfoii : but the 
enemy difeoyering him, notwithftanding that difguife, by 
his grey bprs, and majeltic &ir, aimed chiefly at him. 
wounded his horfe, and killed a foldief by his fide. Be- 
fides, as often as the Romans advanced to the attack, they 
yvere driven back by violent ftorms of wind, rain, and hail, 
and dreadful flafhes of lightning. At the fame time, they 
were in a ftrange manner infefted in their camp by fwarms 
of flies: fo that Trajan was obliged to raife the fiege, and 
retire. Soon after, as he was advanced in years, and worn 
out with fo many toils, he was feized with a dropfy and 
himfelf aferibed to poifon, but others 
thought natural. However, he was flill for returning into 
reduce fome places which had revolted. 

His diflemper increalidg, he left the command of the 
army ft Adrian, whom he appointed governor of Syria, and 
embarked for Italy. It was no fooner known that he had fet 
fail, than all the countries, which he had conquered at a 
yaft expence of blood and treafure, and by expofing bimfelf 
to innumerable dangers, Ihook off the yoke, and recovered 
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their iormer condition, in fpite of the troops he had left 
to keep them in fubjed^ion. The Parthians drove out Far- 
thamafpates ; the Armenians chofe thenifelves a king ; and 
fhe greateft part of Mefopotamia revolted from Rome, and 
fubmitted to the king of the Parthians. Thus all the pains 
he had taken, all the dangers he had undergone, and the 
immenfe Turns he had expended, proved in the end, of no 
efFe£f. Upon his arrival at Selinus in Cilicia, M^hich was 
afterwards from him called Trajanopolis, he was feized 
with a flux, which in a very (hort time put a period to his 
life. He died in the beginning of Augufl, after having 
reigned nineteen years, flx months, and nfteen days, from 
the death of Nerva to the eleventh of Augufl, (for we 
know not the precife day on wjiich he died), when Adrian 
received at Antioch the news of his death, which had been 
concealed for fome time, and thereupon caufcd himfelf to 
be proclaimed emperor His body was was burnt at Sc- 
linus, and his afhes were carried by his wife Plotina, and 
his niece Matidies, or Matidia, in a golden um, to Rome, 
where they were received with extraordinary pomp, and de- 
poflted under the (lately column which he had ereiEled, 
though it flood within the walls, where no perfon before 
him had been buried ^ The Parthic fports were for many 
years celebrated in memorp of his vidories in the £a(l *. 
Trajan left no children, nor are we told that he ever had 
any. He was fuccceded by Adrian, a circumflance which 
was rather owing to the favour of Plotina, than to any ex- 
traordinary kindnefs of Trajan towards him : for though 
the emperor was nearly related to him, had been his guar- 
dian, and given him his niece in marriage, yet he never 
took great notice of him nor did Adrian ever Ihew any 
particular afiedlion for Trajan (£). 

X Dio, p- 786, Aurcl. Epit. Julian. Caefar. p. 39. r Dio, 

lib. Ixik. p. 78B. Ciaccon. col. Traj. Vid. Epit. * The- 

mift. Orat. xvi. ■ Spart. in Adr. p. 3. 


(E) Hence it was commonly 
believed,, that Trajan did not 
adopt him ; but that Plotina, 
who was a great friend to Adri- 
an, introduced, after the death 
of her hufband, a fuppofititiouB 
perfon, who, cognter^ting the 
voice of the dying emperor, 
declared, that he adopted A- 
drian. Dio Caflius tells us, in 
ezprefs terms, that Trajan never 
adopted Adrian ; but that the 


whole affair was managed by 
Plotina and Atianus, or rather 
Tatianus, who bad b^n, jointly 
witii the emperor, Adrian’s 
guardian; and adds, ft r this 
reafbn the emperor’s death was 
for fome days concealed. This 
Dio CaffiuB learned of his fa- 
ther Apronianus, who, as he 
had been governor of Cilicia, 
where the emperor died, had 
thence cenain intelligence of 
what 
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Great We fliall qlofe the hiftoiy of this great emperor'i reign 

wrkj p€v- with a fuceind account of his noble and ufeful works. Au- 
fQrmibj relius Viftor fays he was the firft who introduced the ufc 
^ poft-chaifes but that invention is generally aferibed 
Augultiis **, and was probably only improved by Trajan, as 
it was after his time by feveral other emperors, as appears 
from Gothofredusj who treats of this fubje£t at length in 
his- comments upon the Theodoiian code. He made, at an 
immenfe charge, a l^gc and convenient road, leading 
tlnough many barbarous nations, from the moil diflaiu 
coails of the Euxine Sea to thofc of the ocean in Gaul ^ 
He built feveral magnificent libraries in Rome, and a {lately 
theatre in the Field of Mars **. He adorned the city with 
many magnificent edifices, enlarged the circus, repaired a 
great number of ancient buildings, and fupplied thofe quar- 
ters of the city with plenty of water, which by other 
fyuan princes had been negledled. But the moil magnificent of 
mndiolmn. gU his works was the great fqiiare, which he made at Rome, 
and called from his own name, having for that purpofe le- 
velled a hill a hundred and forty-four feet high. In the 
midfl of the fquare, he erefied the famous column, which 
is Hill ftanding, to ferve him for a tomb, and at the fame 
lime to (hew the height of the hill which he removed, as 
appears from the infeription on the bafis, dated the feven- 
tcetith year of his tribunitial power, which was the 114th 
of the Chriflian ^era. The emperor Conftantius, when he 
came to Rome in 357, found nothing in that (lately me- 
tropolis which he admired fo much as Trajan’s Square ®. 
The architeft einployed by Trajan in this inimitable work, 
was one Apoliodorus ^ During this prince’s reign, molt 
of the provinces of the empire fuffered greatly by earth- 
quakes, and weregrievoufiy affli£led with a dreadful plague, 
with famine, anil frequent conflagrations k. At Rome the 
Tiber overflowed its banks with incredible violence, laid 
great part of the city underwater, overturned manyhoufes, 
and greatly damaged the fields \ though Trajan caufed a 

* Vide Cod. Thcodof, tom. ii. p. ^io,»5it. ■ Aur. Vift. 

< PJin. Paneg, p, 96, Bio, lib. Ixviii. p. 778. ^ Ammian, 

Jib. p. 71. ^ Pio| p. 789. K Via. Epir, 

what had paflbd at his death, but by Plotina, who had never 
Bcfidcs, the letters written to before figned any of her < huf- 
the fenate concerning tlua adop- band’s dii^tches (1). 
tion were not figned^y Trajan, 

(1) Pioi lib. lxix« p. 7871 71^ 

csuial 
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casallto be dug, in order to conTey the water into its na- 
tural channel ^ (F). 

Trajan, not with Handing hia htimanity and other amiable 
qualities, fuiFered the ChiiftianB to be perfecuted in moft 
provinces of the empire. As he publilhed no new edicts 
againit the Chriltian religion, he is not reckoned by Ter- 
tullian among the perfccutors of the church ^ But that he 
was an enemy to the Chrlitians, and highly prejudiced 
againft them, is manifefl from Pliny’s letter to him and 
his anfwer to Pliny. This may be aferibed to his behold- 
ing the Chriftians, who were already very numerous, and 
multiplied daily, with a jealous and fufpicious eye, as the 
underminers or the religion of the empire, and enemies to 
the gods adored at Rome, and in all the Roman provinces. 
Befides, he accounted them elfablifliers of hetxrias, or il/e- 
gul focieties^ which ufually breed faf^ions and feditions , 
whence all focieties, or colleges, not authorized by an im- 
perial edi£b, or a decree of the fenate, were forbidden, and 
the perfons frequenting them adjudged guilty of treafon : 
but after he had been informed by Pliny of their innocence, 
he Could not, nor indeed did he entertain any liniHer opi- 
nion of their difciplinc : but, neverthelefs, inftead of put- 
ting an immediate Hop to the perfecution, he fent direffions 

•• 

^ Plin. lib. viii. ep. 17. ^ Baron, ad. Ann. loe. ^ PJin. 

lib. X. ep. 102. 


(F) Phlegon tells us, that, iia 
Trajan’s time, a woman was 
delivered at Alexandria of five 
children the fame day, three 
males, and two females, who 
were brought up with great care 
by the emperor. The next year 
the fame woman was delivered 
of three children (a). We read 
in Plutarch (3), that in Tra- 
jan’s reign a Vettal, named Hel- 
vetia, going on horfeback,^ was 
flruck dead with a Aafh of light- 
ning, and thrown quite naked 
on one fide, and her horfe on 
theother; which the foothfayers 
looked upon as prefaging fome- 
thing highly diflionourable to 
VeHaJs, and the Roman knights. 
Accordingly, not long after, the 

(1) Pbleg. Mir, cap, 19. 


Have of a knight, named Bute- 
ces, voluntarily depofed, that 
his mailer, and fcveral others of 
the equeHrian order, had for a 
long time carried on a criminal 
converfation with three Veftals, 
Emilia, Licinia, and Martia, 
who were immediately punilh- 
ed, and the knights their ac- 
complicea. But the pontiffi, 
having Aril cnnfulted the books 
of the Sibyls, declared, that 
the crime was to be expiated by 
burying alive in the Forum 
Boarium, or the Ox-market, 
two men and two wtrmqa^ na- 
tives of Greece and Oaul ; a 
barbarous expedient, which was 
pnflffed accordingly. 

(3} Flut. Qiiell. Rom. 
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Ksmjuft into Bithytiia, that no inquifition fliould be made fiftr the 
pTKigd- Chriltiansy but that fuch as were accufed (hould be puniih- 

5 which was; as Tertullian obfeives in his Apol^y dc- 
tkm, claring them innocent, and at the fame time ordering thclTr 
to be treated as criminals. This ordinance continued in 
force till the perfecution of Severus, that is, for almofl a 
whole century. As Trajan was a generous encourager of 
learning, under him the efforts of genius and ffudy began 
to revive and his reign became famous for a great num- 
ber of eminent hifforians, poets, orators, and philofo- 

phers (G). C H A P. 

> Tertull. Apol. cap. i. Plin. Pan. p. 84. Tacit. Vit. 

Agr. cap. z, 3. 

I 

(G) Thefe we] e Julius Fron- military art, and publifhed at 
linus, Cornelius Tacitus, Pliny Antwerp in 1607. 
ihe younger, Pompeius Satur- Cornelius Tacitus, the great- 
ninufl, Titinius Capito, Clau- ed orator, ftatefman, and hifto- 
diu9 Pollio, Verginius Roma- rian of his time, was, as is 
nus, &c. Sextus Julius Fron- commonly fuppofed, thefon of 
linus was pristor in the hrft Coruelius Tacitus, a Roman 
year of Vei'paiian’s reign, but knight, and procurator of Bel- 
yielded that dignity to Domi- gic Gaul. He was prstor, un- 
tian, after having held it but ^dcr Domitian, in theyearof the 
one day, or two at mod. Chridian zra 88, the feventh 
Some years after, he command- of that prince’s reign, and con- 
ed in Britain with great repu- ful under Nerva in 97, being 
tation and fuccefs, till the ninth ifubdituted to Verginius Rufus, 
year of Verpafian’s reign, when whofe PfUiegyric, or funeral 
he was fucceeded by the cele- oration, he compofed and pro- 
brated Agricola. He was >a nounced (i). He married in 
great civilian, and one of the 77, or 78, the daughter of the 
greated commanders of his celebrated Cneius Julius Agri- 
tune. He wrote four books of cola (2). He pleaded at the 
Stratagems, which have reach- bar, even after he had been 
ed our times, and are fuppofed couful ; and, by his eloquent 
to have been inferibed to Tra- fpeeches, gained the reputation 
jan. Nerva committed the of the greatell orator of his 
fountains and aquedudts of rime (3). He was much admir- 
Ronne to his care ; on which ed b'y Pliny, who lived in clofe 
occafion he wrote the treat^fe of friendihip with him, and by 
Aque^ufh, which has reached all men of learning, who e- 
UB ; as have done fome other fleemed it a great honour to be 
fmall pieces of his, and are to acquainted with a perfon of his 
he found in the ccdlcflioQ which extraordinary accompUflimentB 
ScriveriuB has made of the an- (4). Though he was the great- 
pientB who have treated of the cA orator of his rime, he is now 

(1) Plin. lib. ii. ep; i. (t) Tacit. Vit. Agr. cap. 9. (3) Plm. 

lib.ii. h i>* (4} Idem, lib. iv. epift, 13, 15. lib. ix. ep. so. 
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CHAP. LVI. 

The Hijiory of Rome, from the Death of Tra- 
jan to the Death of Marcus Aurelius, when 
the Power of the Roman Empire began to 
decline. 


A drian, who fucceeded Trajan in the empire, was Adriam. 

the foil of ^lius Adrianos Afer, coulin-gerinan to 
that prince, and of Domitia Paulina, fprung from an 
illuftrious houfe in Cadiz. His family came originally ’ 

from fSc. 


known only by his hiftorical 
works, which can never be fuf- 
iiciently admired and com- 
mended. HU life of Agricola, 
which Liphus thinks one of 
the fineil pieces in the Latin 
tongue, was, as we conjecture 
from the preface, one of the 
firft pieces he compofed, and 
probably publiihed in the ver^ 
beginning of Trajan’s reign. 
The work, which comprifes the 
lives of the emperors, from 
the death of Galba to that or 
Domitian, ought to \)q placed 
Yiext ; for, in his Annals, he re- 
fers the reader to his account of 
the reign of Domitian (5). 
That work, which is by Ter- 
tullian (6), and other ancients, 
called the Hiltory of Tacitus, 
comprifed the tranfaCHons of 
the Romans, both at home and 
abroad, from the year 69 to 
the year 96, of the Chriftian 
aera ; but only his account of 
the year 69, and part of the 
year 70, has reached our times. 
Having ended his hiftory, he 
began his Annals (for fo he 
himfelf styles them) from the 


death of Auguftus to the reign 
of Galba, in which there arc 
many conliderable chafms. He 
had referved, as he himfelf tel|s 
us (7), for the ftudy and em- 
ployment of his old age, the 
reigns of Nerva and Trajan; 
but that work, it Teems, he 
never undertook, no mention 
being made of it by any of the 
ancients. He likewife propofed 
writing the hiftory of Au- 
guftus’s reign ; but St. ferom 
knew of no other hiftorical 
works of Tacitus, except his 
Hiftory and Annals, which 
were in all thirty books (B). 
Of thefe are now remaining, not 
without feveral chafms, only 
ftxteen books of his Annals, and 
five of his Hiftory. 

Pliny was a native of Co- 
mum,^ now Como, the Ton of 
L. Cscilius, by the lifter of 
Pliny the elder, by whom he 
waj adopted, and thence took 
the name of C. Plinius Cseci- 
lius Secundiis (9). He was 
born in the eighth year of 
Nero’s reign, the 61ft of the 
Chriftian zra, and ftudied eJo- 


i 


(5) Tacit. Anna], cap. n. ( 6 ) TertulJ. Ap- cap. 16. Sc lib- 
oe Spc£lac. (7) Tacit. Hill, lib. j. cap. i, (S) Hier. inZac, 

( 9 ) Plin. Prol & Jib, T. ep. 8. ^ ^ 
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his eftatCi and contra Aed great debts ; whichi with 
his other yicei, Scrvianus took care to exaggerate fb the 
emperor, in order to eftrange his mind from him, and pre- 
vent his adopting him ; for Servianus entertained 
indifferent opinion of Adrian, and believed that Rome 
could never be happy under fuch a prince : for, notwith-^ 
Handing he was a perhin of moll extraordinary parts, and 
pofleHed fome great virtues, yet they were allayed with no 
lefs vices. 


His extra- 

ordinary 

memory^ 

iearnmg^ 

fifr. 


Famurs 
ike leant ed. 


letfiatuh 
if hie f/f 

iMgKi 


He was endowed with a memory almoH beyond belief ; 
he could repeat a whole book, however difficult and intri- 
cate the fubjeft, after having once perufed it ; he knew the 
name of every foldier in the army, and remembered all 
thofe who had once ferved under him, though they had 
been long dilbanded. He excelled in every branch of learn- 
ing, and was, without comparifon, the bell orator, poet, 
grammarian, philofopher, and mathematician of his time ; 
thoroughly Ikilled in phylic ; well acquainted with the vir- 
tues and properties of moll herbs and minerals ;■ in draw- 
ing and painting he was equal to the greateft mafters, and 
fung and played upon all kinds of inllruments, fo as to be 
recKoned the moll Ikilful mulician of the age. He even 
applied bimfelf to the lludy of judicial allrology and ma- 
gic. He ufed at the fame limf to write, diflate to feveral 
fecretaries, give audience to his minillers, and difeourfe 
with them about affairs of the greatell importance ; for no 
man was better acquainted with his domellic aff'airs than 
he with thofe of the whole elnpir^. His court was con- 
Hantly crowded with philofophers, orators, poets, and ma- 
thematicians, for whom he always flicwed a particular 
elleem, and took great pleafure in dilputing with them, chal- 
lenging the poets by extemporary verfes, at which he had 
an extraordinary talent. Having one day excepted againll 
an expreffion ufed by Favorinus, that philofopher modellly 
yielded, though he might have' produced, out of good au- 
thors, fufficient authority for his cxprelfion ; which fclf- 
denial feeming llrange to his friends, Do you think (faid 
Favorinus pleafantly), that I will psetend to be more learned 
than one who has thirty legions at'bis command p?” 

In the beginning of hft reign,, he gave many inllances of 
hiB clemency and condefeenfion ; but afterwards caufed fe- 
veral perfons to be unjuHly put to death : whence Ibmc 
writers extol him as a moll merciful prince, while others 
rcprcfeiit him as naturally inclined to cruelty, but often for- 


p Spart. in Adr. p. i — 3. Ammian. lib. m Mo, lib. Ixix. 
p. 750. 



givllnv injuries, through fear of undergoing the fate of Ca- 
ligulf Neto, of Domitiai]. In the beginning of his reigil| 

Tad^us advifbd him to condemn three perions, who, he 
(ai^vrould Jiot fail to eiccite difturbances } namely, Bebius 
Macer> governor of Rome ; Laberius Maximns, and CmiTus 
Frugij of whom the two latter had confpired againft Tra- 
janj and were then in exile: but the. emperor would not 
hearken to any fuggeftions againft them, faying, it would 
be altogether unjufl and tyrannical to punifh any one for a 
crime which he was only likely to commit He allowed 
free accefs to his perfon, and Teemed never better plcafcd 
than when they fpoke to him freelyj or reminded him of 
his faults (H) 

He was courteous and afFahU towards perfons of all ranks, hi 

converfed familiarly with his friends, andviGted them, nay, 
and his freedmen, when indiTpofed, twice or thrice a day, 
comforting them in their fleknefs, and aflifling them with 
his advice. He frequently entertained them at his table, 
and honoured them with his compafly at their houfes, with>^ 
out bein^ invited, converling more like a private perfon 
than a prince. He refufed them nothing which he thought 
reafonahle to grant, and enriched fome who had never afked 
him the leaft favour ^ At the fame time he gave ear to but givn 
flanderers, and believed evei^ tale^that was whifpered againft tar to 
them ; whence all thofe whom he had moft favoured, and 
raifed to the higheft honours, were in the end difgraced, 
treated as enemies, and eil^er put to death or hanifhed. 

His liberality knewtno bounds ; he allotted large fums for His Ubtr^ 
the maintenance of poor children of both fexes, and in that 

q Spart. p. id. r Idem. p. 7. Dio, p, 791. 

(H) A woman having one one day, with great clamour in 
day applied to him on occafion the theatre, fomething which 
of a vexatious laW-fuit, the em- Adrian was not inclined to grant 
peror told her, that he was not them, he commanded the pub-* 
then at leifure to hear her. The lie crier to proclaim hlence, 
woman, not fatisfied with this with the imperious word tacete, 
anfwer, cried^ut to him aloud, he filent^ ufed by Oomitian on 

To what pur^fe, then, are the 4ike occafion ; but the crier, 
you emperor ?” with which inftead of obeying him, faid 
franknefs Adrian was fo well only, “ The em^ror begs you 
pleafed, that, pofiponing all would be filent;’^ which Adrian 
other afiairs, he attended her was fo far from refenting, that 
with great patience, and dif- he commended his prudence, 
milled her fully fatisfied (1). and amply rewarded ir. 

The Roman people demanding 

(0 Dio, lib. Uix. p. 790. 
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particular excelled even Trajan. Such fenatora ast^ere 
by misfortunes reduced to poverty, he fettled pelGons 
fuitable to their rank, and the number of their chiuren. 
Among the populace he diftributed yearly an immenfe 
tlty of corn he made large prefents to fuch of the knights 
as were not able to fupport their dignity, and fupplied all 
thofe whom he appointed governors of provinces. Or com- 
manders of armies, with norfes, mules, cloaths, and mo- 
ney, to defray the charges of their journey. During the 
fealt of Saturn, he ufed to fend prefents to nis friends, em- 
bracing that opportunity to reward them for their fidelity, 
and attachment to his perfon. His prefents to kings and 
princes always exceeded thofe which he had received at 
their hands. Such of the public profefTors as were no longer 
able to difchalfge their ofRce properly, he difmiffed with 
marks of honour, and liberal allowances. As he fpent 
molt part of his reign in vifiting the provinces of the em- 
pire, he left in every place marks of a magnificence truly 
great and princely j|le is faid never to have feizcd un- 
jullly any man's property; neither would he ever receive 
legacies left him by perfons who were not known to him, 
or by fuch of his friends as had children. 

He (hewed on all occafions a high refpeft for the fenate, 
confuls, and other magiftrates/ tranfafiing nothing without 
their advice. He fcarce ever failed afRfling at their aflem- 
blies, when he was either at or near Rome, and ufually 
waited on the confuls to their houfes. He would not fuffer 
the Roman knights to fit as juclfges in the caufe of a fenator, 
though that had been cuflomary when the caufe was 
pleaded before the emperor in perfon ; neither would he 
allow of any appeals from the fenate to himfelf. He ad- 
miniflered juiticc with great impatiality, following in that 
particular the advice of P. Jubentius Celfus, Salvius Ju- 
lianus, and Ncratius Prifeus, all men of great probity, 
and the heft civilians in Rome.. He enquired rigidly into 
the conduct and behaviour of his miniflers, difeharging 
them when guilty of the lead injuftice or roifdemeanour. 
He allowed his freedmen no power ; and fuch as pretended 
to have any, in order to, gain credit or wealth, he pnnifhed 
with, the utmofl feverity (I). He was an enemy to all 

" Spart. p. 10-^17. Dio, p. 790. Philoft. Soph. cap. 

(T) Obferving one day from tell him, that it did not become 
his window one of his freedmen him to walk between two per- 
walking between two fenators, Tons to whom he might one day 
he fent one of his attendants to be a (lave (2). 
give him a box on the ear, and 

(t) Spart. p. 10. 
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pomtland parade ; therefore he would never fuffer the fe-* 
natorl to attend him but upon buGiiefs. He ufually re- 
turn^ from the fenate in a fedaui that the fenators might 
be difpenfed from accompanying him to the palace. He 
would not fufFcr his name to be put upon any of the flatcly 
buildings which he erefted, except upon the temple which 
he built in honour of Trajan ; but, at the fame time, con- 
fented that feveral aquedufts and cities fliould bear his 
name Out of Rome he entirely laid afide the port and 
majefty of an emperor; in his g^rb and drefs he varied 
.little from a common foldier ; his diet was fuch as chance 
prefented ; he ufually marched on foot, with his head bare, 
making no didindlion between the frozen mountains of the 
Alps, and the fcorching defeats of Africa ; -he vifited the 
foldiers in perfon when lick, took particular care of their 
provilions, and made them prefents; but, at the fame time, 
forbad the ufe of arbours, (hady walks, and bowers ; ba- 
nifliing from the camp whatever feemed in the lead to en- 
courage luxury and diOipation. He was acquainted with Htre^vi^c. 
every foldier in the army, knew his age, and remembered andem 
his exploits. He preferred none but men of courage, 
llrength, and good charadlers, faying, “ Such as the officers 
are, fuch will the foldiers foon be.” By thefe means he re- 
vived and redored the andient military difcipline, which, 
by the negligence of many princes, had been decaying fince 
the time of Augudus 

He is generally ceiifured »by the ancients as too inqui- His vices. 
fitive, and prying into every one’s fecrets, though they did 
not concern him ; as addi^ed to the mod infamous plea- 
fures, and abandoned to all manner of fuperdition a 
weaknefs which was the chief caufe of his perfeculing the 
Chridians, whom he deteded as eneinies to the idolatrous 
worlhip of his gods He delighted much in hunting, and 
is faid to have killed bears, lions, and other wild beads, 
with his own hand. He founded a town in Msfia, which 
he called Adrianotherae, that is, Adrian’s Chace, becaufe he 
had killed a bear upon the fpot. He loved his hunting- 
horfes and dogs to fuch a degree, that he built them tombs, 
and wrote their epitaphs*. He was the fird emperor who 
let his beard grow, to cover fome fears, which disfigured 
that part of his face. 

Having thus given a Iketch of the virtues and vices of 
Adrian, we (hall now proceed to the hi dory of his reign. 

Having caufed bimfdf to be declared emperor on the ele- 

^ Spart. p, 9, 10. " Dio, p. 790^791. w Ammian. lib. xxVi 

Hicr, Chron. Tertul, Apol. cap. v. « Spart. p. la, 13. 
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vcnth of Auguft of the year iiB, he imnlediBtelv wrme to 
the fenate, excufing hiB having aiTumed that title wRhout 
their confent and authorityi alleging, that he had 
forced to it by the foldiery : he hoped they would confirm 
the title, without conferring other honours upon him till 
he fiiould deferve them by his aflions. In the fame letter 
he folcmnly promifed never, to put any fenator to death, 
nor to tranfadl any affair of confequence without their 
counfel and advice He doubled the donative given by 
other emperors to the foldiery, and appointed Tatianus, or 
Attianusi formerly his guardian, with Similis, captains of< 
the prxtorian guards. Adrian had no fooner taken pof- 
leflion of the empire, than he deprived the brave Lufius 
Quietus, who had ferved with great reputation under Tra- 
jan, of the command of his countrymen the Moors, fufpeA- 
iiig him of afpiring at the empire. As to the conquefts 
made by his predeceflbr, he refolved to abandon them all ; 
and accordingly withdrew his troops from Arminia, Mefo- 
potatnia, and Affyria ; fo that the Euphrates became once 
more the boundary of the Roman empire. He allowed the 
Armenians to choofe themfelves a king ; and, as the Par- 
thians were difllfetisficd with Farthamafpates, whom Tra- 
jan had raifed to the throne, he appointed him king of 
fome neighbouring nation, ancF fuffered the Parthians to 
recal CoUhocs, vimom Trajan had expelled two years be- 
fore He was likewife determined to abandon Dacia \ 
but his friends prevailed upon h£m to retain a province, in 
which fuch numbers of Roman citizens kad fettled. How- 
ever, he ordered the arches of the famous bridge built by 
Trajan over the Danube to be broken down, that the Bar- 
barians might not make themfelves mafters of it, and in- 
vade the Roman territories ^ Adrian, having given the 
neceflary orders For maintaining the tranquility of the Eall, 
and appointed Catilius Severus governor of Syria, left An- 
tioch, and departed for Rome, which he did not reach till 
next year. Epiphanius tells us, that, before he left the 
Eaft, he travel!^ into Egypt ; and that, pafiing by Jeru- 
falem forty-feven years after it ha3 been taken by Titus, 
on that occafion he refohred to rebuild it ; which delign, 
however, he did not put in execution before the latter end 
of his reign 

In the following year Adrian entered upon his fecond 
confulfbip, having been named to that dignity by Trajan be- 
fore he died, together withFufens Salinator, wno had mar- 


y Dio, lib. Ixix. p. 78S. < Spart. p. 10. Dio, lib, Ixviii. p. 77^- 

Eutrop. in Adrian. ^Epiphan, Menf. cap. 14. 
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ried daughter of Semanus. Adrian's niece. At this 
period Adrian returned to Rpmej where he was received 
W y ranks of people with extraordinary demonflrations of 
joy; but he could not be prevailed upon to accept the cri- 
umpb which had been prepared for Trajani and was now 
decreed by the fenate to the new emperor. At his deOre, 
that honour was conferred upon the image of Trajan, 
which Adrian himfelf ieems to have carried. Soon after 
his entrance into the city, he remitted to the inhabitants 
of Rome and Italy all debtS) without rellridfion, due from 
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them to the treafury, and to particular perfons in the pro- 
vinces what was owing by them for the laft fixtecn years, 
burning in Trajan’s new Iquare all the bonds and regifters 
relating to thofe debts, in ordor to fecure every one againlt 
fuch claims. The fum which he remitted on this occanoii 


amounted to feven millions of our money : no womler, 
therefore, that fuch a generous aftion is fo much extolled 
by the hillorians of thofe times, and mentioned in molt of 
the inferiptions and medals of this and the following 
year (K). Belides, he reduced the taxes both at Rome and 
in the provinces ; and eafed the cities of the heavy burden 
which had been laid upon them by Trajan, of fupplying 
fuch as travelled for the fervice of the public with horfes, 
chariots, and carriages, wlfich were thenceforth provided 
at the charge of the emperor 
In the following Year Adrian was conful the third time ; 
but religned the ^Ices at ths end of four months, and never 
after refumed thenw He had for his colleague one Rulli- 
cus, of whom we find no farther mention. The Sarma- The Sar- 
tians, and the Roxolani, whofe country bordered on the matians 
Palus Mxotis, now invaded lllyricum ; an incurlion which 
obliged Adrian to leave Rome, and hallen into Mmfia, 
where he defeated the Barbarians upon their return from 
lllyricum. Thofe who efcaped faved themfelves by fwim- 
ming acrofs the DanubCf and foon after fent ambafiadors to 
Adrian, who granted them honourable terms, and by that 
means terminated the war. They afterwards quarrelled 
with one another, and Aofe Adrian for their umpire, who 
compofed their di^rences to the general fatisfadion of 


eSpart. p. 17 - 

(K) On one of the medals, to the bonds, with this legend, 
which has leaidied our times, He enriches the whole world 
Adrian is reprefented with a (3).” 
torch in his hand, fetting fire 

(3] SpiOilib. ». p, Bii. B15. 
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each party. Having thus terrified the Barbarians, aid at 
the fame time gained their affefiions, he appointed MRrtius 
Turbo, whom he had recalled from Mauritania, goviSyuff 
of Fannoiiia and Dacia, and led his army into lllyricum ; 
whence he wrote to the fenate, accufing Cornelius Palma, 
L. Publius Celfus, Domitius Nigrinus, and Lufius Quietus, 
of having formed a confpiracy againft his life. They were 
all confulars, men of extraordinary parts, and had been 
* greatly eficemed and beldved by Trajan ; but neverthelefsthe 

fenate, bafely complying with the emperor’s will, ordered 
Ffliir confu- them to immediate execution, without even acquainting 
them that they had been accufed. As ho one believed them 
guilty of the crime laid to their charge, their death drew 
upon the emperor the public hatred, who thereupon 
haftened to Rome, where he openly declared upon oath, 
that they had been executed againft his will, and without 
his know lege ; but was not credited, fays Dio Caftius, by 
thofe who knew, that Palma and Celfus had been always 
his enemies, and that he was jealous of Nigrinus and Quie- 
tus, who were equally beloved and efteemed by the Roman 
people 

Sfver^l Befides thefc four excellent men, feveral other perfons of 
other per- g^cat merit and diftindion were accufed and condemned, 
privy to the fuppofed confpiracy ; fo that the city was 
CQndemned. filled with dread and terror. But Adrian himfelf, hav- 
ing got rid of thofe whom he chiefly feared, put a ftop 
to the cruel and unjuft proceedings of the fenate, by cnadt- 
ing that no perfon (hould be accufed on tried upon the law 
of majefty. He was defirous of having Tatianus, formerly 
his guardian, and now captain of the prztorian guards, put 
to death \ for he was a man of a haughty and imperious 
temper, and aflumed greater power and authority- than the 
emperor was willing to allow but neverthelefs Adrian, 
not thinking it advifeable to fpill more blood, diflembled 
his refen tment for the prefent, and prevailed upon Tatia- 
nus to refign his command, by offering him a place in the 
fenate and the confular ornaments, which he readily accept- 
ed. Marcius Turbo, governor of Pannonia and Dacia, 
one of the beft officers oS his age,-fucceeded him, and Sep- 
ticius«Clarus fupplied the place of Similis, who this year 
refigned and retired from the city Towards the end of 
the year the emperor went into Campania, where he re- 
lieved with great gencrofity the poor inhabitants of aM the 
fcitics througn which be pafled. 

* Dio, lib. laix. p. 78 1. • Spart. p. 7. 
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Th| next confuls were L. Catiliiis Severus^ whom Adrian 
had »pointcd governor of Syria three years before, and 
T,i|^ir Aurelius Fulvus, who fucceeded Adrian in the em- 
pire, and is commonly known by the name of Antoninus 
Fius ^ This year Adrian, who faid, that an emperor 
ought to imitate the fun, which illuminates not one place, 
but all the comers and regions of the earth, began his pro- 
grefs, with a delign to vilit in perfon all the provinces of 
the empire, and ejeamine the ftate*of each country fubjefi 
to Rome, that he might not be obliged to depend entirely 
upon the accounts tranfmitted to him by his miniflers and 
governors. Thus he employed almoft the whole remainder 
of his reign, that is, near feventeen years. He began his 
progrefs with Gaul, where he«viewed all the chief cities 
and Roman forts, and fignalized himfelf by extraordinary 
bounties. From Gaul he went into Germany, where the 
flower of the Roman troops were cantoned. He fpent fome 
time there, in order to revive and eftablifti among them, 
the ancient military difeipline ; for he did not leave Ger- 
many till the beginning of the following year, when An- 
nius Verus, grandfather to the emperor Marcus Aurelius, 
and Augur, or, as he is called in the Alexandrian chro- 
nicle, Augurinus, were confuls. 

During their confulate Adrian returned to Gaul, and 
from thence pafled over into Britain, where he is faid to 
have reformed many abufes The greateft part of the 
ifland was fubje£t to Rome# but the northern nations had, 
upon the departure of Agricola, revolted, and recovered 
their ancient liberty. Adrian did not think it prudent to 
make war upon, and reduce them again, but, in order to 
fecure the countries belonging to the Romans againlf the 
incurlions of the warlike Caledonians, he caufed a ram- 
part to be raifed, extending from the river Eden in Cum- 
berland to the Tine in Northumberland, eighty miles in 
length **. In other counties too, where the Barbarians were 
not feparated from the Romans bv rivers, he ordered walls 
to be made of earth, ftrengthened with {harp ftakes driven 
deep into the ground. * In Britain he 'difgraced and dif- 
charged his fecretary Suetonius Tranquillus, no doubt the 
hiftorian, and Septicius Clarus, captain of the pi^torian 
guards, for their difrefpcdkful behaviour towards the em- 
prefs Sabina. 

Having fettled the affairs of Britain, he returned to Gaul, 
and built at Nifmes a magnificent palace in honour of Plo- 

f Onuph. in Fall. p. »o. t Spart. p. 6. Uffer. Britan- 

Ecdef. Antiq. p. ioi4« Dublin. 1635. 
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He return! tma| Trajan’s widQw(L). From Gaul be proceeded to^Aain, 
and pafied the winter at Tarraco, now T^ra^naj where 
he rebuilt the temple of Auguftus, founded oy Tib^i^ 
and held a general aflembly of the ftateSi in order to com- 
pofe the differences which fubflAed amongft thenfii about 
railing levies to recruit the Roman armies. Aft Tarnco he 
fortunately efcaped being killed by a lave, who, while the 
emperor was walking in his mafter’s garden, af&ulted him 
with a drawn fword. Adrian, clofifig with him, feized him, 
and delivered him to the guards, who were hallening to 
his afEftance : but afterwards, finding the flave was difor- 
dered in his fenfes, he committed him to the care of the 
phyficians, and took no farther notice of the attempt. 

From Spain the emperor ruturned to Rome in the month 
of April, as appears uom an ancient infeription, Acilius 
Aviola and Cornelius Panfa being then cbnfuls : but he did 
not remain long there i for either in the end of this, or the 
beginning of the following year, when Qjuntus Arrius P«- 
tinus and Caius Ventidius Apronianus were confuls, he 
according to St. Jerom and Eufebius at Athens, 
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Puripg his rcfidcncc in that city, the Cephifus overflowing 
its banks, and laying great part of the city of Eleufina un- 
der water, he caufed a bridge to be built over that river, 
and provided againft its overfloAring for the future From 
Athens he pafled into the Eaft, where he was apprehenGve of 
a war with the Parthians ; but prevented hoftilities by a con-, 
ference, with whom hiftory dots not inform us, but it was, 
rtjitsfeve- in all likelihood, with Cofrhoes. Maivus Acilius Glabrin 
ral pro’ and Caius Bcllicius Torquatua being confuls, Adrian return-i 
Vinces, and fj-om Eaft through Alia, and vifited Cilicia, Lycia, 
^^nurat Pamphylia, Cappadocia, Bilhynia, and Phrvgia 5 ordering 
temples, fquares, and other edifices, to be built at his ex- 
pence in moft of the chief cities of thofe provinces, efpe- 
clally in Nicoraedia, ^icsea, and Cyzicus. He likewife 
viGted the iflands of the Archipel^o, and arrived in the be- 
ginning of thc-following year, P. Cornelius Scipio Afiaticus 
and Vettius Aquilinus being confuls, in Achaia. He palT- 


i Eufeb. Chron. p« asi’ 

• 

(L) No ce'malns of this ilate- 
ly edifice or bafllic, as Spartian 
calls it, are now to be feen ; 
but theantiquaries take the mag- 
nificent amphitheatre, whi» 
the inhabitants call Ics Arenes, 


k Her. in Chron» 

the Pont du Guard, and feveral 
other ancicqt buildings, which 
are Hill to ^ feen in that city, 
to have been raifed by Adrian, 
or by his fucccflbr Antoninus 
( 0 - 


(1) Vide Ealmif, in. Spirt, p. 13. 
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ci tke renuining part of the winter at Athens, where he 
wasWtiated into the rites of Ceres and Proferpine> called 
tbe^lcufinian myfteries. 

^"From Athens, after he had prefided at the public games, r/finsid^, 
and bellowed innumerable favours upon the inhabitants, he and re- 
failed 2o Sicily, where he was led by his curioGty to vifit ** 
the top of Mount Aitna, in order to view the riGng fun, 
which was faid to exhibit on that eminence, all the colours 
of the rainbow. From Sicily he •returned to Rome in the 
beginning of the following year, when Aiiiiius Verus, 
grandfather to the emperor Marcus Aurelius, was the third 
time conful, with L. Varius Ambibulus ^ The eleventh 
and twelfth years of Adrian’s reign are quite barren of 
events. The confuls were lytianus and Gallicanus, Tor- 
quatus Afprenas and Annius Libo. In the third, P. Ju- 
ventius Celfus, and Q^Julius Balbus Marcellus being con- 
fuls, the cities of Nicomedia, Cxfarea, and Nicza, in Bi- 
thynia, were almoG overturned by an earthquake, but re- 
built at the cxpencc of the emperor, who was thence llyled Rtbuildj 
the Reltorer of Bithynia". In thecourfe of this year he de- fiyrrai 
parted again on a new progrefs, palGng Grft into Africa ; 
where, upon his arrival, it rained, after a Gve years drought \ 
a blelling aferibed to his prefence ; this, togethe'r with the 
many favours he bellowed \ipon the inhabitants of that pro- overinie 
vince, gained him the affsAions of all ranks of men. From . 

Africa he returned to Rome, and caufed the obfequies of ' 

Plotina, to whom he was« indebted for the empire, to be Rome. 
performed with the utmoR pomp and magniGcence. She Plotina 
died either while Adrian was in Africa, or foon after his 
return from that country- He lamented her with many 
tears, appeared for nine days in deep mourning, compofed 
verfes in her praife, and caufed her to be ranked among 
the god& 

The next confuls were Q. Fabiua Catullinus and M. Fla- Yr. of FI. 
vius Aper, during whofe a^iniftration a temple was built ^79- 
at Rome in honour of that city, and of the goddefs Venus, ■ J"' 
which was called the Temple of Rome, and the Temple of _ 

the Fortune of Rome On the creAion of this temple xhe temple 
Adrian changed the ancient name of the fcall, which was o^Penus 
yearly kept on the Iwenty-Grft of April for the fouiidation and Rome, 
of Rome, calling it Romana, inllead of Palilia ". This 
ediGce was one of the wonders which the emperor Con- 
ftantius chiefly admired when he came to Rome. It was 


^ Dio, lib. Ixix. p. 797. 
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The Roman Htjlory. 

aftervirards confumed by fire, and rebuilt by Maxentius ^IM). 
In the beginning of the fummer Adrian left Rome, wfth a 
dcHgn to reviHt the provinces of the Eaft ; and paiSj^ 
through Athens, purfued his journey to Aha, where he 
confecrated feveral temples. In Cappadocia he purchafed 
2 great number of flaves for the fervile offices of the%amp. 
To Cofrhoes he reftored his daughter, who had been taken 
prifoner by Trajan, and promifed to give him up his golden 
throne \ which however lie did not perform. He invited all 
the neighbouring kings to a conference, and many of them 
complied with the requeft. He entertained them with great 
pomp and magnificence, and loaded them M^ith rich pre- 
fents upon their departure. The Ba£hrian princes did not 
come, but fent deputies to conclude an alliance with the 
people of Rome. The kings of Albania and Iberia neither 
lent ambafladors nor came in perfon } an oiniffion which 
they repented when they underitood how the others had 
been received and entertained In Syria he afeended 
Mount Calius, in the neighbourhood of Antioch, to obferve 
the riGng fun, and to offer a facriGce to Jupiter, who was 
worlhipped upon that mountain ; but he was overtaken by 
a violent flprm of thunder and lightning, which fell both 
upon the prieft and the vi£Iim. ^From Syria he paffed into 
Paleftine and Arabia, and from tbence into Egypt ^ It is 
obferved in the Alexandrian chronicle, that the famous co- 


p Aur. ViCl. p. 516. 1 Sparit p. a/. Arrian, in Perip. Pont, 

p. 7. ' Dio, p. 791. , 


(M) Whm the fabric was 
complete, Adrian fent the plan 
of it to the famous archueft 
Apollodorus ; which was tacitly 
telling him, that he waa not the 
only great architeft in the 
world; for though he himfelf 
had employed him, yet he bore 
him a private grudge, on ac- 
count of his having checked 
him with great acrimony, ,for 
pretending, in Tr^an’s time, 
to give his opinion concerning 
certain buildings. Apollodorus, 
who was no flatterer, after hav- 
ing viewed the plan, deiired 
thofe wlio brought it, to tell 


the emperor from him, that the 
fabric was too low for the place 
in which it flood ; and, on the 
contrary, the flatues of Rome 
and Venus too tall : “ The ar- 
chiteft (added he pleafantly) 
has taken care that the goddeifes 
(hall not rife, nor walk out.*' 
Adrian was fo offended at the 
ffeeddm of this anfwer, that, 
though he had defired Apollo- 
dorus to acquaint him with his 
fentiments concerning the build- 
ing, yet he baniflied him, and 
foon after, under fome pretence 
or other, caufed him to be affiif- 
ffnated (3). 


Ci)Dio, p. 7 g 9 . 
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1o(ru!| oF Rhodes (hook this year, the fourteenth of Adrian’s 
icierJ*. 

N/xt year Servius Oflavius Lxnas Pontianus and M. An- 
toninus Rufinus were confuls. During their adminiilra- 
tion, Salvius Julianus, one of the moll learned civilians of 
his age, compiled, by the emperor’s command, the Perpe- 
tual Edidl, containing all the laws which had been yearly 
publifhed by the priors. This colleflion was called the 
Edidlum Perpetuum, becaufe it ^as to continue in force 
for ever, to be as a body of Handing laws, to prevent the 
great confulion occalioned by the new cdidls, and to ferve 
as a guide and rule, in the adminillration of jullice, through- 
out the whole empire. Adrian continued in Egypt all this 
and the following year, when Augurinus and Sergianus 
were confuls. At PeluHum he vilited the tomb of Pompey 
the Great \ and, finding it almoft entirely demolilhed, or- 
dered it to be repaired at his own expencc, and performed 
the ufual ceremonies in honour of the deceafed hero. He 
dilliked the fickle, turbulent, and fatirlcal temper of the 
Egyptians, efpecially of the Alexandrians. Their city had, 
it feems, forfeited many of its ancient privileges^ probably 
on account of fome fedition ; for St. Jerom tells us, that it 
was almoft entirely ruined by the Romans but Adrian 
not only repaired both the public and private buildings, and 
reftored to the inhabitants their former privileges, but be- 
llowed new favours upon them \ for which they returned 
him folemn thanks, and conferred upon him what honours 
they could devife. aBut this fenfe of gratitude was not long- 
lived; for he no fooner left their city, than they publifhed 
virulent lampoons againft him and his favourites. Adrian 
from Egypt pafTed into Libya Cyrenaica, where he killed 
(for he took great pleafure in hunting) a lion of a monftrous 
fize, which had committed great ravages in that country 

What rendered Adrian’s journey into Egypt the more 
remarkable, was the death of Antinous, a beautiful youth, 
greatly beloved by a princ^ addifled to the moft unnatural 
pleafures. He fell accidentally into the Nile, as he was 
flailing on that river with the emperor, an'd was drowned (M). 

• The 

■ Chron. Alexand. p. 59B. ( Hier. Chron. " Afhcn. lib' 

*v. p. 677. 


(M) This is the account 
which Adrian himfelf ^ve of 
his death. But Dio Caffius af- 
fures US, that the emperor, who 
had applied himfelf to the ftudy 
nf magic, being, by the falfe 


and execrable principles of that 
art, milled into a belief, that 
he fhould prolong his life by fa- 
crificing a human viiftim to the 
infernal gods, was obliged to ac- 
cept of the tender which Anri- 
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The emperor bewailed him, fays Spartian widi aU the 
tendernefs and weaknefs of a woman lamenting the Aeath 
of her hulband. To foothe, in fome meafure, his gri^ he 
defied the Greeks to rank him amongft the gods ; whiHi 
diey accordingly performed ; fo that in a fhort time all the 
Eauern provinces were filled with ftatues, temples, and 
chapels, confecrated to this new divinity (O). Adrian 
^ufed his body to be buried with the utmoft magnificence, 
built a city in that place, and converted his tomb into a 
temple, where he was faid to work mkaclcs ” \ which we 
find expofed and ridiculed by the Pagans themfclves. 

In the following year, when Hiberus and Sifenna were 
Gonfuls, Adrian returned to Syria, where he pafled this and 
the next year, and honoured, Servianus his brother-in-law 
with a third confulfliip, and gave him C. Vibius Juventius 
Varus for his colleague. While Servianus was conful, the 
emperor wrote a letter to him, giving him an account of 
the ftate of Egypt, and of Alexandria its metropolis At 
the fame time he fent ibme prefents, both to him, and his 
wife Paulina, the emperor’s filter, who died foon after. 
As Adrian conferred no extraordinary honours upon her 
after her death, the Roman fenate and people were the 
more difpleafed with thafe he had bellowed upon Anti- 
nous Early in the fpring he Ibft Syria, in order to return 
to Italy ; but made a long Itay at Atnens, after having vi- 
fited Thrace and Macedon. During his refidence at Athens, 
the Jews revolted, provoked clyefly, fays Dio CalTius, at 
Adrian’s fending a Roman colony to Jerufalem ; at his call- 


w Spartt'p. 7. > Ori^n. in Celf. lib. iii. p. 13a. ^ Vopifc. 

Vit. Sat. p. a45> * Dio in Excerpt. Val. p. 714* 


BouB made him of his life, all 
the reft preferring their own 
iafety to the emperor’s. Adrian 
would by choice have rather fa- 
crificedms dcareft friends, than 
bis beloved catamite; but as 
no conftraint was to* be ufed, 
and none of them wilhed ,xo 
prolong, the emperor’s life at 
the exMnee of their own, the 
ofer of Antinous was accepted, 
and he was fackificed (i}« 

(0) At Mantinea in Arcadia 

(1) Dio, lib.lxix. p. 79s* 
Span. Ub. vii. p. 6^1*657. 

(4) Dio, ibid. 


a magnificent temple was erect- 
ed to him by Adrian, folemn 
fports inftituted, and priefts ap- 
pointed to ofier viftims in ho- 
Dopr of the deified pathic (z). 
It was even pretend^, that he 
uttered oracles ; but his anfwera 
were commonly thought to have 
been compofea by Adrian (3)* 
The aftrologers, having difeo- 
vered, or pretended to difcovcr, 
a new ftar, gave out, that it 
was Antinous (4). 

(1) Dio, ibid. Spart. 

(3) Spartian, p. j* Dio, ibid. 
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ing cky, after the name of his family, ^lia Capito- 
lina^ and his creainga temple to Jupiter Capitolinus in 
the jflace where the ancient temple ftood. Spartian tells 
us, that Adrian publifhed an edid, forbidding them to be 
circumcifed ; which provoked them to take up arms, and 
attempt the recovery of their ancient liberty. Be that as it 
will, Adrian had no fooner left Syria, than they openly re- 
volted. But of that rebellion, and the faul confequcnces 
that attended it, we (hall fpeak aC large in a more proper 
place. 

Dio Caflius, after having deferibed the war which Adrian The Alani 
waged with the Jews, fpeaks of another, which broke out invadt tk§ 
about the fame time, with the Alani or Maflaget®, a pco- prrvincti 
pie of Sarmatia, who, under the condud of Pharafmanes, ^ 
their king, committed dreadful ravages in Media, entered 
Armenia, and penetrated into Cappadocia; but foon with- 
drew from thence, not daring to encounter Flavius Arria- 
nus, governor of that province, who was preparing to meet 
them. The inllrudions given by Arrian, concerning the 
march of the Roman army againn the Alani, and the order 
to be obferved in the battle, which, it was thought, would 
cnfuc, having reached our times •- The Roman army con- 
fided, as ^pears from thefc inftrudions, of troops from 
various nations, commandSd by Xenophon, who no doubt 
ferved^ under Arrian, ravemor of the province, fince Ar- 
rian direds him how he is to condud himfelf both in the 
marc^ and battle. « 

Adrian in the mean time continued at Athens, much 

J leafed with the cuftoms and learning of the Athenians. 

[c was admitted to the great mylteries of Ekufina, dif- 
ferent from thofe in which he had been initiated fome years 
before, and celebrated, according to Eufebius the fecond 
year of each Olympiad. As he had been created archon Adrianas 
of Athens before he was emperor, he afliimed the habit pe- gtMerafity 
culiar to that dignity, and, with the other magiftrates, cc- 
lebrated the ^reat fefinval of Bacchus, didributing large 
fums, and an immenfe quantity of com, among the popu- 
lace He embelliflied fhe city of Athens with many ftately huild- 
huildings, cfpecially with a Horary of adonifhing ftrudure. inju Mrrr. 
Tbcfe edifices had been by his orders begun befoa^ but 
were completed this year, and confecrated by the emperor 
himfelf• **. He likewife finifiied the magnificent temple 
of Jupiter Olympius, begun, according to Philodratus, five 
hundred and fixty years before. In this temple he dedicated 

• Arrian. Mandat, in Alan. Upfalis, ann. 1664. ^ Eufeb. 

Chron. p, Z14. c Dio, p. 795. Spart. p> 9. ^ Hier.Chron. 
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an altar to himfelf, and fufTercd the Greeks to builjl and 
confecrate a temple to him^ which they called Panellcfiion % 
inflituting on this occafion annual fports. In fliort, ha em- 
belliihed Athens with fo many noble buildingSi that he was 
revered as the fecond founder of that city ; whence one 
quarter of it was from him called Adrianopolis. The Athe- 
nians employed part of the money with which he prefented 
them^ in building a city in the ifland of Delos, which they 
called Adrian’s New Athens and Olympia ^ The Athe- 
nians of Delos are mentioned in an infeription ilill to be 
feen at Venice but only fome ruins of this city now re- 
main, as well as of the many magnificent buildings which 
by the fuperftitious Fagans were erefled in that ifland. 

This year, the nineteenth nf Adrian’s reign, the emperor 
left Athens, and returned to Rome, Lupercus Pontianus, 
and Rufus Atilianus being confuls. He had not been long 
in that city, when ambafladors arrived from Vologefes, pro- 
bably king of Armenia, with complaints againft Fharaf- 
manes, king of Iberia, and from the lazyges, a people of 
Sarmatia, who were defirous to have their ancient treaties 
with the people of Rome confirmed by the emperor. Adrian 
received them in a very courteous manner, condufted them 
to the fenate, and read to them an anfwer, which, at the 
requell of the fenate, he had )^revioufly compofed. Pha- 
rafmanes came to Rome, with his wife and fon, to anfwer 
the complaints of Vologefes, bringing with him rich pre- 
fents for Adrian, who repaid them with others far mo^e va- 
luable. He alfo prefented him with fifty elephants, and 
five hundred chofen men, to ferve him as a guard ; en- 
larged his dominions } fullered him to facrifice in the Capi- 
tol \ caufed an equeflrian flatue to be ereAed to him ; and 
allifled in perfon at a military exercife performed by him, 
his fon, and the chief men of his court (P). 

After Adrian had thus travelled almoft over the known 
world, he fell into a lingering difeafe, attended with fre- 
quent bleeding at the nofe, which the phyGcians aferibed 

> Spart. cum Not. vCaufab, p. x6. ^ f Eufeb. Chron. p. aiS- 

I Grut. p. 405. h Dy, p. 794. 

(P) *■ Neverthelefs, after fo dcred tunici with which 
many prefents, and fuch extra- rafmanes had prefented him, a* 
ordinary honours, he introduced if they- had been fit only 
into the amphitheatre three fuch ufes (1). But this, 11° 
hundred criminals to be devour- doubt, happened after the de- 
ed by the wild beafts, or to fight parturc of the Iberian princci 
as gladiators, in the embroi- 

(i) Sparti p. pj 
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to his going conftantly with his head uncovered in all the 
viciiStUdes of weather. The lofs of blood, as he was ad- 
vance^ in years, was followed by a dropfy, from which, as 
he entertained no hopes of ever recovering, he began to 
think of a fucceflbr j when feyeral perfons of great merit 
occurred to him ; namely, Servianus, who had married his 
filter, and was now in the ninetieth year of his age -, Fufcus, 
the grandfon of Servianus, and his own great-nephew ; 
Fletorius Nepos, his ancient and intimate friend ; and Te- 
rentius Gentianus, a man greatly beloved and efleemed by 
the fenate. Thefe he judged, among the great men of 
Rome, the moil capable of the fupreme power ; but never- 
thelefs negle£ling, and even conceiving an irreconcileable 
averiion to them, for no other reafon than becaufe they 
were equal to the empire, coiltrary to the expe£tation of 
all, and the advice of his friends, he made choice of L. 
Aurelius Annius Ceionius Commodus Verus ; for he is 
called by all thefe names, and Adrian added thofe of ^lius 
and Csfar. He was fprung from an illuilrious family, of 
which we (hall have occafion to fpeak hereafter; was en- 
dowed with many good qualities; had the port and air of a 
prince ; was well verfed in moil branches of learning, ef- 
pecially poetry ; and thought rather not unfit for the em- 
pire than equal to it. He jv'as of a very weak and infirm 
cbnilitution, ^nd at the fame time entirely addi£ted to 
lewdnefs and debauchery : it was commonly believed, 
that his beauty chiefly recommended him to Adrian, who 
is faid to have adopted him,^ upon condition that he fhould 
confent to gratify ilhe paflion which he had conceived for 
him ; but what paflTed between them on this occafion was 
never well known, fays Spartian ^ both Adrian and Verus 
having bound themfelves by a folemn oath to keep it fecret. 
The adoption of Verus occafioned great rejoicings in Romcr 
Adrian gave a confiderable fum to the people, cliftributed 
three thoufand fefterces amongft the foldiery, exhibited 
games in the circus, and combats of gladiators. But as 
the new Csefai’s weaknefs daily incrcafed, and he began to 
vomit blood, Adrian fqqn repented his ^choice, telling the 
captain of his guards, that he placed his hopes and fupport 
on a falling wall ; that he had loft Che four thoufand fefterces 
which he had diftributed among the people and foMiery ; 
and had adopted not a fon, but a god, alluding to the cuf- 
tom which obtained among the Romans, of deifying their 
emperors and Csefars. Thefe words being repeated by the 
captain of the guards to others, came at length to the cars 

» Spart. in MU Vcr. p, 34. 
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of Veniftt and fo Cbnfiblf adbfhd binii that thi^y are 
thought to have gi^tlj contributed to his death, which 
happened in the beginiim^ of the following year. Tile offi- 
cer was immediately cafliiered, and haniflied the court. 

VeruBj a few days after his adoption, was created praetor, 
and fent to govern the province of Pannonia; in which em- 
ployment he acquitted himfelf with reputation, and Ihewed 
himfelf well qualified for the command of an army. In an 
infeription of the following year, the twenty-hrft of Adrian’s 
reign, he is llyled imperator ^ ; whence we may conclude, 
if there is not fome miflake in the infeription, as father 
Pagi ^ pretends, that he waged war in thofe parts ; of which 
war, however, no mention is made by hillorians. 

In the following year Adrian raifed to the confulfhip his 
adopted fon Verus, and gave him for his colleague Sex. 
Vetulenus Civica Fompeianus, whofe lifter Verus had mar- 
ried. This year Adrian retired to Tibur, now Tivoli, where 
he employed his time in building a magnificent villa the 
ftately ruins of which are ftill to be feen in the poflellion 
of the Roman Jefuits. Aurelius Vi£f or relates, that in this 
retreat he abandoned himfelf, as Tiherius had done for- 
merly at Caprez, to all manner of lewdnefs i but he was 
foon feized with a bloody flux, which reduced him to a mi- 
ferahle condition. In that ftale, giving way to his natu- 
re cruelty, which, till then, he had reftrained, he ordered 
many. illuftriouS perfons, under various pretences, to be 
arraigned and executed, and others to be privately mur? 
dered. Among the former were Servia^us, his brother-in- 
law, and his great-nephew Fufeus, who, he pretended, 
had formed a delign of feizing the empire. Fufeus was 
but eighteen, andServianus ninety. To palliate his cru- 
elty, to which he had, fays Spartian, a great inclination, 
he ufed to lament the unfortunate condition of princes, 
whofe lives, he faid, were never thought to have been in 
danger till they were killed. Next year JElius Verus C«- 
far was conful the fhcond time, with P, Cmlius Balbinus 
VibuHius Pius, who had been raifed by Adrian to the rank 
of a patrician, and was one of the Inceftors of Ccelius Bal« 
binuSj whom we fliall f^e preferred to the empire in the 
year that is, a hundred years after This year the 
Jewifli war being ended, Julius Severus, who had reduced 
that rebellious nation, was appointed governor of Bithynia, 
where he behaved with fuch juftice and moderation, having 
nothing in view but the welfare and happinefs of the people 

k Gruter p. * Pagi, p. 137. *» NorjB,£pift> conf. 

p, ^g. 0 Onupb. Idat. ^c. Grutcr, p. ]93. 

committed 
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MMumitteiltd his charge, hii name was faihons in that 

flrovincenlore than a hundmd years after*. 

The ii rx» confuls were Cameriniis and' Niger K ui the 
beeinning of this year Verus, who hadpaflfcd part <rf the 
Bfcceding one in Pannonia', being returned to Rome, and 
finding himfelf greatly indifpofed. took a medicine, which 
proving too ftrone for him, he fell into a lleep, and died 
the very day in which he was to return thanks 'to the em-' 
peror for the honour he had confersed on him. The ^cech 
which he had prepared for this purpofe, is commended by 
Sparfian, in whofe time it was ftill extant v. I>"» Caffius 
aflerts, that he was carried offby a violent Voiding of blooa - 
His funeral was performed with the utmoft pomp and 

grandeur, and his aflies were.depofited in the ftately mau- 

foleum, which Adrian had begun for hknfelf. Ihe empe- 
ror caufed him to be ranked among tbe gods, and, in 
ral cities, ordered temples to be built and llatucs erected 

Verus being dead, Adrian was fomc time in doubt, whom 
he (hould choofe for his fiicceffor; but at length, feeing 
himfelf defpifed, fays Aurelius Viftor, on amount of the 
weaknefa both of his body and mind, he declared his in- 
tention of adopting Titus Antoninus, upon condition, that 
heftiould adopt M. Annius Verus, called 
Aurelius, and L. Verus, the fon of the deceafed prince of 
that name *. Antoninus having taken fome time to ae- 
liberate, whether he fliould jccept of the adoption upon the 
terms propofed by \>ie emperor, at length confented , a d 
was accordingly adopted, with the ufual 
the twenty-fiM of February of this year, and at ‘he 

time veiled with the tribumtial and proconfular powe . 

Many were difplcafed with this adoption ; 

than Catilius Severus, governor of Rome, w P 

the empire himfelf, and began privately to pave ” 

it; but being difeovered, he was depnved of »'‘® P‘»“’ 

which was an employment for life. in an 

died, it feems, after the adoption of Antoninus , ^for. m 

ancient infeription, he*ftyles her his vno . ^ .|| 

thought either to have been poifoqed riri’,n^Mured 

ufe^ that Ihe laid violent hands oh hcrlelf. Adrian « 

her to be ranked among the gods, not 

was in the^fupernal or infernal regions, provided he 9 

longer troubled with her remonftrances. 




Yr. of FI. 
S486. 

A, D.isi. 
U.C. 

and is 
rankid 
among \h» 
godi% 


Adrian a~ 
dopts TifMi 
Antoainui^ 


Saihu Ati. 
gnjia ditta 


• I«o, p. 79 J, r Ida*' P.ron>**. d*®* 

' Dio, p. 796.'* • Adrian. Vit. p. n- 

in Vit. AiMonta. p. il. ■ P""?"- P- 

yoL.xiii. u 


<Spart:p-if. 
t Juliui OpiW* 
w Spsfts p* 

Adrianf 



^90 


Jdtian*J 

in Aij/c*- 
mft- 


Attmfu to 
laj •violint 
hands on 
himfilf. 


Adrian re- 
moves to - 
Boise. 


The Roman Hiftory, 

Adrian bore his diSemper a lone time with great firm- 
nefs and patience ; but beingi in the end, tormented whh 
violent pains in all his joints, he had recourfe to magic, 
fays Dio Callius ' ; and, by that art, once difeharged his 
body of the watry humour with which it was filled : the 
humour being foon recruited, and his pains encreafing 
daily, he became in a 'manner furious, put feveral fenators 
to death, and ordered Antoninus to take care, that fome 
others, whom he named, were executed : but that hu- 
mane prince acquainted them of their danger, and advifed 
them to keep themfelves concealed r. In the mean time, 
the emperor, delirous to end his infufferable pains with his 
life, "often called for a dagger, and for poifon, promiGng a 
great.reward to fuch as fliould bring him either ; but no 
one could, by any promifesf be prevailed upon to contri- 
bute to his death. Having one day by chance found a dag- 
ger, he would have fiabbed himfelfwith it, had it not been 
wreiled out of his hand by one of his domeftics. He then 
commanded his chief phyfician to give him poifon \ but he 
chofe rather to kill himielf in his prefence than obey his 
command. He often conjured his moft faithful freedmen 
to dlfpatch him, and forced an lazygian, named Maltor, 
to promife it j but Maftor fled, and never appeared till the 
emperor was dead. Another,^ whom he bad obliged to 
make the fame promife, acquainted Antoninus with it, who 
thereupon flew to the emperor’s room, attended by the cap- 
tains of the guards, and befought him to bear his illnefs, 
fince it was unavoidable, with more patience and conftancy ; 
an exhortation which fo provoked him, that he commanded 
the perfon, who had difeovered his defign, to be put to 
death : but Antoninus faved him, and henceforth carefully 
watched the emperor night and day, faying, he fhould think 
himfelf a parricide if he negleffcd to preferve bis life as 
loi^ as he was able ^ 

From Rome Adrian removed to Baisein Campania; and 
there, neglecting the advice of hisphyficlans, he lived with- 
out any rule, chofe what food and drink he liked belt, and, 
by thele means, haftened his death. He was convinced of 
the immortality of the foul, andfeemed apprehenfive of its 
future^ Itate, as appears 'from the celebrated vcrfe5 (Q^)i 
‘ which 

DiOi p. 797, y Aur. Vi£l. in Adr. p. is. Antonin. Vit. p. i7> 
s Spsrt. p. Is, 

(0^) The verfes were ; Qua nunc abibis in loca, 

’Animulavagula, blandula, P^Iidula, rigida, nuduU? 

Hofpes, cqmefiquc corporis, Ncc, utibles, dabiijocos. 

Thus 
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^hlc:h he cdmporeil arid littered a Ihort time before he ct- Yr. of FI. 
piredi enquiring of his foul, “ whither it deligncd to go.** *4*7* 

He died at Baise on the tenth of Julj, after having Uted * 59 ' 
fixty-two years, five months, and (eventeen days, and 
reigned twenty ye&ts,' and eleven months, wanting one His death* 
day. Antoninus, whom he had left -at Rome, and fent fot 
when he found himfelf at the point of death, arrived, ac- 
cording to Spartian juft before, according to others, foon 
after, he expired. His body was burnt at Puteoli, and his 
afiies were conveyed by Antoninus to Rome, where they 
were expofed in the gardens of Domitian, arid afterwards 
depofited in the magnificent maufoleuin Which Adrian had 
conftrudted for himfelf neat the Tiber, that of Auguftus 
being quite full *. ^ 

Adrian had, by the cruelties cotniriitted in the beginning 
and the end of his reign, incurred the public hatred to fuch 
a degree, that the fenate intended to annul all his afls, and Thefenati 
call feveral perfons to an account, who had enriched them- an for «;#- 
fclves by abufing the intereft they had with their fovereign. 

They therefore at firft unanimouily oppofed Antoninus, ® 
who demanded the fame honours for the doceafed which 
had been decreed to other emperors ^ : but Antoninus re-^ 
prefenting, with great modefty, that they could not con- 
demn the memory of Adrian withput annulling his owil 
adoption, and degrading him from the empire, the refpefb 
and veneration they entertained for that prince, who added 
tears to his entreaties, inclined them at laft to comply with 
his demands, efpeci^lly when they faw a great number of 
perfons appear, who were thought to have been iriurdered 
by Adrian, but had been caremlly concealed by Antoni- 
nus f. The fenate dreaded likewife the foldiery, who were 
greatly attached to Adrian. Antoninus built a temple at j/jfj 
Puteoli, and inftituted annual fpoits to his honour, with him at tkt 
priefts, fraternities, and vi<ftims. But what gave the cm- requefiof 
peror a far better claim to the title of Pius, was his inter- ^nmtnus* 

» Jul. Capit. in Anton. ^ Eutrop, Antonim Vit. p, iB. 

^ Aur. Vift. in Heliog. p. iitgi • 

Thus happily imitated by Mr. Priori 

Poor, little, pretty, flutt’ring thing, 

Muft we no longer live together r 
And doft thou prune thy trembling wing, 

To take thy flight thou know’ll not whither! 

Thy hum'rous vein, t^plealiiig folly, 

Lies all negleded, all forgot ; 

penfive, wav’ring, melancholy, 

^fnou dread*ft and hop'ft thou know*ft not what. 

a ceding 
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The RomM Hiftofy. 

ceding with the tenate in behalf of thofe who bad been ba- 
niflied by Adrian^ and wbom that prince^ faid he| would 
have recalled^ had he lived longer^. 

No prince, perhaps, ever raifed fo many public and pri- 
vate edifices as Adrian; for be built in mofl: cities of any 
note, efpecially at Athens ; and Greece, as appears froq; 
Faufaniasi was full of his edifices, bridges, and aquedu£ls. 
At Rome he rebuilt the Pantheon, the temple of Neptune, 
the fquare of Augultus, the baths of Agrippa, and an in- 
finite number of other public edifices, confecrating them 
again, but leaving the names of their firfi founders 
liis houfe at Tivoli was an extraordinary (lru£ture, adorned 
with fine paintings, reprefenting, in one apartment, the in- 
fernal regions. This palace he ftyled his Lyexum, Acade- 
mia, Frytanxum, Canopus, Fsecile, and Tempe, names of the 
moll celebrated places abroad, and befiowed on the feveral 
apartments the titles of the different provinces. He built 
a new bridge aver the Tiber, now known by the name of 
Ppnte Sant Angelo, and near it his own maufoleum which 
now ibrves for a fortrefs, and is called the cafile of Sant 
Ang^o K. I^ny cities, either built, repaired, or peopled 
by Adrian with colonies, bore, for fome time, his name, 
or that of his family, which was .£lia ; to wit, Carthage, 
Jerufalem, two cities in Spain | Murfa, now Effek, in Pan- 
nonia ; Stratonice, in Macedon ; Palmyra, in Syria ; Neo- 
"e^farsBa, in Pontus ; Adrianopolis, in Thrace, which ftill 
retains it ; Adriane, or Adriapopolis, in Libya Cyrenaica ; 
Antinopolis, in Egypt, called alfo Adrianopolis ; Adriano- 
thera, in Myfia, which retained that nine in the fifth cen- 
tury ; and Adriane, in the fame province, the birth-place 
of Arillidea die fophift, which, however, fome writers fup- 
pofe to be the fame city with Adrianothera^. 

The regulations which Adrian eftablifhed for the prefer- 
vation of difeipline among the troops, were afterwards ob- 
ferved as the military laws of the Romans, and are often 
quoted by Vegetius. Adrian was the firlt who dire£fed, 
that each cohort (hould have its proper mafona, architefls, 
and fuch artificers as were employed in raifing and embeh 
lifhing edifices ^ The regulations which he introduced, 
with ^refpeft to the army, the court, and the tribunals of 

S " ftice, were obferved till the end of the fourth century. 

e was the firfl: who employed the Roman knights in qua- 
lity of Secretaries^ and committed his dbmellic affairs to 
th^rcare, other emperors having employed in fuch oflices 

^ Anton, in Vit. p. 19 . ’ B^Spirt. p. B. f Dio, p. 797- 

f^odop. de Bell. Gothi llb« i. cap. aa. ^ Vide Saloiaf- 

only 
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only their freedoxn ^ (R). Tlic Romans had on their ef- 
tatcfl w^at they called nunufaAures, or work-boufes, where 
they kept great numbers of people^ efpecially flaves, at 
work- Thefe houfes were like fo many prifons, whither 
mailers Tent fuch of their flavea as had difobliged them, and 
even confined them in chains. Many, to avoid being lifted, 
or puniflied for crimes they had committed, fled to thefe 
work-houfes, and were concealed. Betides, the owners of 
thefe mani^faiSlures were thought to feize paflengers and 
ftrangers, to fhut them up in thefe houfes, and oblige them 
to labour, without their ever being afterwards heard of, 

Adrian, therefore, to obviate fuch incoiiveniencies and dif- Heaho- 
orders, prohibited all work-houfes, except tliofe which be- a/I 
longed to the emperor, or tq the public K In this reign 
flourifhed many perfons eminent in moft branches of lite- 
yature, of whom we fliall fpeak in our notes (S). y. 


k Spart. p. II. ^ Vide Saimaf. in Spart. p. 49, 


(Rj Spartian mentiouB fome 
of the laws publiflied by Adrian, 
namely, that the children of 
proferibed perfons ftiould enjoy 
the twelfth part of their fathers’ 
eflates : that if any one founif a 
treafure in his own grounds, it 
fhould be entirely his ; if in 
thofe of another, the owner qf 
the ground fhould have the 
moiety of it ; if in any public 
place, it fhould be equally fhared 
with the treafury : that fuch 
ai had fquandered away their 
eftatea, fhould be publicly whipt 
intheamphitheatre, andbani/hed 
the city : that men and Women 
fhould ufe feparate and diflin^l 
baths : that if a mailer be found 
killed in his houfe, not all his 
Haves fhould be put to death ; 
but that thofe only fhould be 
put to the torture, who were 
near enough to have pievented 
the murder: that mailers fhould 
no longer have power of life 
and death over their flavcs ; but 
that fuch (laves as deferved to 


be capitally punifhed, fhould be 
tried and condemned by the 
magiflrates. Porphyrius in- 
forms us, upon the authority of 
Pallas, who wrote before his 
time, that Adrian publiflied an 
edi£l prohibiting all human fa- 
crifices, which were flill offered 
in fevcral provinces of the em- 
pire(i). 

(S) Adrian himfclf ought to 
be ranked amongfl the writers 
who flourifhed at this time ; for 
he publiflied fevcral works, teth 
in profe and verfe, upon varioua 
fubjedls; and, among the reft, 
a Greek poem, intituled, the 
Alexandriad, of which we find 
the feventh book quoted by fomc 
of the ancients (2). Spartian 
fpeaks of •certain books com- 
pofed by him, and publiflied , 
under the title of Cat^riani ; 
wherein he pretended to imi- 
tate Antimachus, whom he pre- 
ferred to Homer. Adrian wa^ 
according to Dio Caffius and 
Spartian, fo ambitious of fame, 


(t) Spart. cum Not. Saimaf. 
’^riennal. Conftant. cap. i6. 

II. Dio, lib. Ixixi p. 788. 


P* 
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The emperor Titus Antoninus derived his orgin, on the 
father's fide, from the city of Nemaufus, now Nifmesi in 

Lan- 

that he wrote his own life in fe- feems, about the latter end of 
veral books ; but gaufed them the reign of Antoninus (8). 
to be publifhed under the names Of all the philofophers who 
of fuch of his freedmen as were flouriflied in thofe times, Epic- 
perfons of learning (3). Among tctus is by far the moft renown- 
thefe was Phlegon, a native or ed : Aulus Gellius calls him 
Tralles in Alia, who wrote a the greateft man the fedt of the 
treatife on the I^ng-lived, and Stoics had ever produced (9). 
another on Wonderful Things. He is fuppofed to have been a 
Some fragments of thefe works native of Hierapolis in Phrygia, 
are Hill extant (4) ; and from a was for fome time a (lave, and 
paiTage in the former it appears, belonged toKpaphroditus,whom 
that he hadnotput the lait hand Suidas calls one of Nero’s life- 
to that piece in the nineteenth guard (i). This is, without 
year of Antoninus’s reign, the all doubt, Nero’s celebrated 
136th of the ChriHian sera. freedman, to whom Jofephus 

Favorinus, well known by the inferibed mod of his works, 
writings of Aulus Gellius, who and who was afterwards put to 
was his difciple, and by thofe of death by Domician, as we have 
Philoflratus, was a native of related in that prince’s reign. 
Arles in P|ovence, and from Celfus, the famous champion 
bis birth ap eunuch, by pro- of idolatry, writes of £pi£tetus, 
jpeiijoa a philofopher and fo- that while his mader was one 
phid, and well (killed both in day fnueezing his leg very hard, 
the Greek and Latin tongues, jn order to torment him, Epic- 
He itudied under Dio Chry- tctus faid to him very calmly, 
fodomuB, and, beddes Aulus You’ll break my leg which 
Gellius, had for his pupil the happening accordingly, Did 
celebrated Herodes Atticus, not 1 tell you (Paid he, fmil- 
whom he appointed his heir, ing) , that you would break my 
He wrote a great many works leg (z) ?” Epiftetus was, as is 
quoted by the ancients (5) ; but fuppofed, fet at liberty, but re- 
bis dy]e was deditutg of the mained always very poor (3). 
gravity becoming a philofo- Being obliged, by Domitian’s 
pher(6], He and Plutarch gn- cdi£t, banilhi^ all philofo- 
deavouredwbbdipuld write mod phers, to quit Rome in 94, be 
books. Thgy lived in great retired to Nicopolis in Epirus i 
friendihip, and Plutarch even whence be returned, upon that 
inreribra one of his worlfs to prince’s death to Rome. He 
favbrhius (7)1 whq d^ed, it pubUfl)ed fe veral works, none 

^(•) Dig, p. 793* Spart. p. 6. (4) Phot- *56, Buid. p. 1071. VolT. 

Kd* (Grsc. lib. ii. ^ap. |i. (5) Idem, lih^ ii. cap. 10. Suid. p. ioao> 

Pbiloftr. Vit Soph. 493. (6) Lucian, in Vit. Demonaflii, p. 549 ' 

(7) Jonf lib. iii. cap. 7. Gell. lib. ii, cap. 16. (8) Jonf. ibiil. 

8 ) Aul, Gfrlh Ub, 1. cap. %. (1) Suid, p, 996. (a) Orig, in 

sir, lib. ?ii> (3) AnlfGcll. lib, ii. cap, iB. 6 ^ lib. xv. 

of 
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Languedoc His anceftors arc faid by Aurelius Vi£lor to 
have lived at Lanuviunij or rather Lavinium, in the 

neigh- 

D Jul, Cap. in Antonin, cum Not Salmaf. Parif. 1610. 

of which, except his Enchiri- Trajan waged with them (1). 
dion, or Manual, has reached He deferib^ the expeditions of 
us (4)- But Arrian, his dif- Alexander the Great in feven 
ciple, publifhed a great work, books, which are dill e'^tant ; 
which he pretends to confift en- and is thought by Photius to 
tirely of what he had heard him have excelled all who wrote on 
lay, and taken down, as well the fume fubjeft (2). He pub- 
as he could remember, in Epic- 'liflied, in ten books, the lives 
fetus’s own terms (^). of the fuccelTors of Alexander ; 

Arrian, a native of Nicode- *and gave, in one book, fays 
mia, was one of the mod learn- Photius, an account of India (3). 
ed men of his age, and, on This account of India is now 
account of his eloquence and reckoned the eighth book of 
knowlege, commonly fly led the the hiHory of Alexander ^4). 
Second Xenophon. He was We have dill his Taftica, 
preferred at Rome to the high- whereof the beginning has been 
ed pods of honour, and even long fince lod : to his TaAica 
to the confulfliip (6 ) ; whence are commonly added his in- 
mod writers take him to be the druiSions concerning the march 
Flavius Arrianus, who, while of the army againd the Alani, 
was governor of Cappadocia, and the order to be obferved in 
repulled the Alani, as we have battle. 

related above. HeItvedatRome Plutarch was a native ofChx- 
under Adrian, Antoninus, and ronea in B<Etia, where he was 
M. Aurelius (^). He publilli- born in the reign of Claudius, 
ed the ^miliar difeourfes of about the year 50 of the 
Epifletus in eight books ; but Chridian xra. He dudied un- 
only four of them have reached der Ammonius, an Egyptian 
us (B), which are inferibed to ohilofopher, in the reign of 
one L. Gellius. He. publiflied Nero ; and in that of Domitian 
twelve books more, containing taught at Rome. Suidas writes, 
the Ipeeches of ^i^etus (^), that Trajan didinguidied him 
and wrote his life. Photius with confular honours (5), 
quotes feveral other books com- meaning, no doubt, the con- 
pofed by him, to wit, the fular ornaments ; and ordered 
hidory of Bithynia, his native the magidfates of Illyricum^ to 
country, ihe hidory of the A- confult him in all affairs of im- 
lani, and that of the Parthians, portance. He continsied at 
in feventeen books, which he Rome till the death of Trajan, 
brought doWn to the war which .when he returned to hU own 

(4) Suid. p: 9 q 6. (5) Arrian. Epift. p. i- (6) Phot. cap. 5*. 

(7) VolT. Hid. Grxe. lib. li. cap. ii. ( 8 ) Phot, cap, 58. (9) Idem 

ibid. (i) Idem ibid. (2) Idem ibid. (3) Idem, p. 91- 
(4) Voff, Hitt, Grxe. lib. ii. cap. 11. (5) Suid. p. 548- 
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nci^hWirhood of Rome^. perh^ they fettled tberej after 
hAving remoMd from Nilmea. The Auielian family^ which 

wag 

country, and there bore the reign of Adrian, a hiftory, 
chief limploymentB (6). Plu- beginning with Ninus and end- 
tarch pubUlhdd a ^reat ma- Lng with Alexander (2). Dio- 
ny works, which are well nytiuB of Halicarnaflus, de- 
known, being tranflated into all fcended from the famous hifto- 
the modern languages. Marcus rian of that name, was a fo- 
und CaniniuB Celer, two* ce- and is commonly ftyled 

lebrated fophifts, flourilhed un- Uionylius the Atticifl, and the 
der Adrian, and publilhed fome Mufician, becaufe he applied 
declamations (7). Polemon, himfelf chiefly to the fludy of 
another famous fophift, in great mulic, and publlflied feveral 
favour with Adrian, was a na-^ works upon that fubjefb: one 
tive of Laodicea upon the Ly- among the reft he divided into 
CUB, which fome place in Ca- thirty-fix books, containing an 
ria, others in Phrygia ; but account of the moft famous 
fpent the grcateft part of his poets, and players upon inftru- 
life at Smyrna, whither the ments (3), 
youth flocked from ail parts to Herennius Philo, born in the 
hear him. He was feveral dty of By bios in Phsnicia, 
times fent by that city in qua- wrote one book on Adrian’s 
lity of ambalTador to the empe- reign, twelve on the choice of 
ror Adrian, of whom he ob- books, and thirty on various ci- 
tained great fuma for the in- ifes, and the eminent perfons 
liabitanrs. they had produced : the latter 

UndcrTrajan and Adrian flou- work was abridged by AClius 
rithed, according to Suidas (9)^ Severus Athenseus (4]. Philo 
TtolemcusChennus^ Zenobius, (f) tranflated into Greek the 
Clsphaleo, andDionyflus of Ha- hiftory oP Fhcenicia written by 
licarnaffuB. Ptolem^us wrote Sanchoniatho, in his native lan- 
fbveral books, and among the guage, about the time of the 
rdl, one intitled the Surjpriflng Trojan war (6). The preface, 
Hiftoiy (9). Zenobius taught and fome paflages of this tranf- 
at Rome Under Adrian^ and lation, have been tranfmitted 
tranflated the hiftory of Salluft to us by Eufebius (7]. Philo 
into Greek. He Hkewife made himfelf wrote the hiftory of 
n cqlleftion of proverbs, which Phienicia, which is quoted by 
is flill extant ( 1]. He is fome- Eufebius (8), and StepbEmus 
times called Zenodotus. Ce- of Byzantium (9). HerinippUB 
phaleo, beingbanlflied his own of Berytus, or* of that neigh- 
country, retired into Sidily, bourhood, was one of Philo’s 
where *he publlflied, in tM difciples, and highly efteemed 

^6) Ruald. cep 15. (7) Pliiloft. Soph. 14. (fl) Suid. p. ^46, 

(9) Phot, cap, i^D. (i) Vl'/T. cap, 1 1. (1) Suid. ibid* 

Phot. (rB. , (3) Suid. p. 74). Voff. cap. la. Jonf. lib* iii- 
S. (4) Suiid. p, 1^65. Voff. Hifi. Grsc.’ lib. ii. cap. lo- 
<f) Orie. Celf. lib. i. p. i^. ( 6 ) Voff, Hift.Graec. lib. i. cap. 1. 

(7} Eukl). Priep. Wi. i. pap. 9, (gj {dun ibid. Uk. iv. cap- * 6 - 
(9) Voff, ibid. cap. lo. 
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was the prefent empcror’ai is thought to have been yerj 
ancient i but was not diftinguifhed very early with prefer- 


by Adrian, though the Ton of a 
freedman. He wrote five books 
upon dreams, which are quoted 
by TertuUian, and others (i). 
Faulus of Tyre, contemporary 
with Fhik), publiftied a treatife 
of rhetoric. He obtained of 
Adrian the title of metropolis 
for the city of Tyre (2). Le- 
ander Nicanor, of Alexandria, 
the fon of Hermias, publifhed 
feveral grammatical and hillori- 
cal pieces (3). Dlogenianus, a 
native of Heraclea, publifhed 
many treatifes on grammar and 
geography, which Hefyehius 
made ufe of in compiling his 
Lexicon (4). His colle£hon of 
ancient proverbs is ftill extant. 
Under Adrian flourifhed, ac- 
cording to Vodius (j), Jafon 
of Argos, who comprifed yj 
four books the hidory or Greece, 
to the death of Alexander. 
■/Elian, author of the Taflica, 
lived at this time ; for he ad^ 
drelTed his work to Adrian. 
Another writer of the fame 
name flourilhed about a hundred 
years after; whence it is no 
eafy talk to determine, which 
of thefe two was the author of 
the Hiflory of Animals, of the 
Hidoria Varia, and of other 
pieces which are, by the an- 
cients, aferibed to an iElian, 
hut long fince loft. ^ 
Under Adrian flourilhed the 
two Latin biftorians Suetonius 
and Florus. C, Suetonins Tran- 
^uillus was the fon of Suetonius 


merits 

Lenis, or Lztus, a Roman 
knight, who, at the battle of 
Be ariacum, commanded a le- 
gion in quality of tribune, as 
we have related in its proper 
place. Pliny the younger had 
a great fiiendfliip for him, kept 
him conftantly with him, and 
wrote to one of his friends, 
that the more he knew him, 
the more he loved him, on ac- 
*counr ot his probity, ingenuity, 
prudence, and application (6). 
From the great uumber of au- 
thors, who have quoted his 
works, it appears, that they 
were generally read, and greatly 
efleemed, both by the Greeks 
and Latins. TertuUian quotes 
his book of the Roman ftiews 
(7), and St. Jerom that ofil- 
luftriouB men, upon the plan 
of which he wrote his own (B) : 
perhaps the lives of the illuf- 
trious grammarians, orators, 
and poets, commonly aferibed 
to Suetonius, were part of that 
work, VopifeuB, fpeaking of 
his hiftory of the twelve Csefars, 
calls him an impartial and cor- 
redl writer ; but adds, that he 
cannot compare him to Salluft, 
Livy, Tacitus, orTrogus (9). 

Florus K thought to have 
been a native of Spain, and of 
the lincag^e of the Senecas ; 
that his family- name was L. 
Annzus Seneca ; and that, be- 
ing«adop^d by one Florus, he 
took the name of L. Juttus Flo- 
rus. Spartian, in the life of 


(i) Tertnll. de Anim. cap. 46. Volf. ibid. Orig. in Cclf. Snid. p. 

(4) Suid. p. 465. (1) Suid. p. *19. VoC ibid. 

' “ “ ■ ■ {c) Voir. ibid» 

(g)Hier. 

Adrian, 


hh. ij. cap. la. 
(fi) Plin. lib. X. 
Vir. Illuft, Pr«f. 


(4) Sukl. p. 737- 
ij) Tertiill. Spec. cap. 5. 
(9) Vopife, in Firm- 
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ments in Rome (T). T. Antoninus was born at Lavinium, 
on the nineteenth of September of the year 86, Domitian 
being then conful the twelfth time, with Cornelius Dola- 
belLa. He is ftyled by Julius Capitolinus, who wrote his 
life, T. Aurelius Fulvius Boionius Antoninus ; but from 
fevcral ancient inferiptions it appears, that, inftead of Ful- 
vius, we ought to read Fulvus". As from his infancy he 
behaved in a very dutiful and obliging manner towards all 
bis relations, many ofr them left him eilates, by which 
means he became exceeding rich. He was a great lover of 
the country and country diverfions ; but neverthelefs did 
not decline public employments, in which he acquitted him- 
felf with great reputation, and univcrfal applaufe. He was 
conful in 120, afterwards one of the four confulars appoint- 
ed by Adrian to govern Italy, and then fent into Afia with 
proconfular authority ; where, by the mildnefs of his go- 
vernment, Ifis affability, and engaging behaviour, he gained 
the efteem and affeftions of perfons of all ranks. Upon 
his return to Rome, Adrian appointed him one of his coun- 
cil, and tranfa£lcd nothing without his advice". He mar- 
ried Annia Galeria, the fifter of Marcus Aurelius’s father, 
iluijfui* and had by her two fons and two daughters. The eldeft of 
the daughters was married to Lamia Syllanus, but died 
foon after : flie was probably named Aurelia Fadilla ; for we 
find one of that denomination called, in an ancient inferip- 
tion, the daughter of the emperor T. Antoninus^. 'Ihe 
other called Annia Faullina, yvas married to M. Aurelius, 
her coufin-german The two fons, M. Aurelius Fulvus 
Antoninus, and M. Galerius Aurelius Antoninus, muft 

» VideSalmaf. in Not. ad Anton. Vit. p. 47. ® Dio, lib, Ixx. 

p. SoQ, Jul. Cap. p. 17. P Vide Mabill. Analeft. cap. 4.. p. 

500. ^ Jul. Cap, p. 18^13. 

Adrian, quotes fome verfes thor often difagreea. Whether 
compofed by a poet named Flo- the fummaries prefixed to each 
ruB, whom moft writers take to, book of Livy’s hiftory were 
be thecpicomizer oftbcRoman done by Floras, is uncer- 
hiftory; for that epitome was tain (i). 

written in the rcign*’of Trajan, (T| His grandfather Titus 
and feems to be the produ^ of Aurelius Fulvus, or Fulvius, 
a jxietifal genius. It is greatly was the firft conful of the Au- 
eueemed by the learned, who reiian family- His father Au- 
‘ neverthelefs find fault with the rplius Fulvus was likewife ho- 
author for not obferving with noured with that dignity, and 
due punftuality the order of univerfaHy eftcemed on account 
time. It is not an abridgment of his extraordinary accomplilh^ 
cmT Livy ; for with him the au- ments and integrity. 

(1] Voff. Hill. Lat. lib. i. cap. 30, 


have 
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have died very young 9 for no mention is made of them in 
hiftory- 

Antoninusis celebrated by all the ancients as one of the belt 
princes that ever fwayed a feeptre. His behaviour was ei- 
trcmely enwging ; he was always ready to hear with patience 
the meaneit of the people ; to no one was ever admittance 
denied to his palace or prefence, efpecially when they came 
to complain of his officersi miniflerSj or procurators. He 
was an enemy to all pomp and oilsntation. His table was 
rich without extravagance, and frugal without meannefs. 
He never courted the favour of the people, but feemed ra- 
ther to defpife popular applaufe, which had been the idol 
of moft of his predepelTors. He never flattered others, nor 
fuflered any one to flatter his^ own perfon. He obferved 
with great exa£lnefs the Roman laws and ceremonies. He 
offered in perfon, as high pontiff, the facrifices, which had 
been performed by inferior priefts ; and never failed to af- 
fift, unlefs prevented by fome indifpofition, at all public 
atls of religion, {hewing always a profound refpeft for the 
Deity ^ As he never admitted any to his friendfhip, with 
whom he was not thoroughly acquainted, he was a moll 
conflant friend, liflened to no calumnies, nor entertained 
any fears or jealoufies, as Adrian had done, who in the 
end was difgufted with all* his old friends, and difeharged 
them with ignominy. He was naturally of a mild temper, 
ever inclined to mercy, which he Ihewed even to the molt 
vicious and wicked, choolitig rather to deprive them of the 
means of doing mi|chief, than to punifli them according to 
their deferts. During his long reign of twenty-three years, 
he is faid never to have done any thing that favoured of 
cruelty, ill-nature, or that could give to any perfon what- 
ever juft motive of offence ■ (U). 

T. Au- 

* Jul. Cap. 18^13. Pauf. lib, viii> • Dio, lib. Ixx. p. 800. 


(U) When he arrived in Alia, 
the character of proconful, 
he chofeto lodge the firft night 
the huufe of Polemon the 
celebrated fophift, which was 
the belt and largelt in Smyrna ; 
hut the proud and brutal fo- 
phifl, who was then in the 
country, returning hoi^e about 
niidnight, and finding the pro- 
conful in his houfe, inflead of 
jhanking him for the honour he 
lud done him, made fuch com- 


plaints of the liberty he had 
taken, that Autoninus, to ap- 
peafe him /was obliged to leave 
the houfe at that time of night, 
and* feek for a lodging clfc- 
where. However, when An- 
toninus was raifed to the em- 
pire, Polemon came to Rome 
to pay his relpedla to him. The 
emperor received him in a moft 
obliging manner, and ordered 
him to be lodged in the palace; 
but reminded him, at the fame 
time. 
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T. AntoniauB was adopted by Adrian, as we have related 
above, upon the death of iElius Verus C^far. Some au- 
thors write, that Adrian was induced to prefer him to fo 
many other great men, by the particular refpedt, and ten- 
der regard, which Antoninus (hewed to his father-in-law, 
whom, as he was very old and decrepit, he ufed conftantly 
to conduct to the fenate, attending him like a ilave ; Adrian, 
feeing him one day leading and fupporting the old man, 
was fo pleafed with th^ light, that he adopted him for that 
very reafon But Adrian could not by this alone be in- 
duced to confer ib great an honour upon one who had 
given fo many proofs of his extraordinary talents and abi- 
lity. He chofe him, therefore, becaufc he judged him to 
be the beft qualified for the fovereign power He was 
adopted on the twcnty-lifth‘ of February of the year 139, 
and at the fame time inveffed with the proconfular and tri- 
bunitial power, honoured with the name of C%far, now 
peculiar to the prefumptive heir of the empire, and dillin- 
guillicd, as wc conjefiure from fome ancient coins, with 
the title of emperor, which had hitherto been given to the 


t Jill, Cap. p. 17, 18. s Dio, lib. Ixix. p. 796, 797. 


time, of what had palTed at 
Smyrna, by ordering his do- 
mellics to take care, that no one 
turned him out of his apart- 
ment (z). A comedian com- 
plaining ro the emperor, that 
Folemon had driiren him out of 
the theatre at mid-day, Anto- 
ninus anfwered, ‘^He drove me 
out of my lodgings at mid- 
night, ani neverchelefs I made 
no »complaint8.” The em- 
peror going one day to fee the 
fine houfe of Valerius Omulus, 
and admiring, amongfi other 
things, certain pillars of por- 
phyiy, he alked him^ where he 
had purchafed them. ButOmu- 
luB, in^ead of being pleafed to 
fee the emperor take notice of 
the ornaments of his houfe, re- 
rumtd this rude anfwer, ‘‘ In 
^her people’s houfes you mull 
kam to be deaf and dumb (3)a 

(x) Fbilof. Soph, p, 25. 


leaving fent for Apollonius the 
celebrated Stoic, who refided at 
Chalcis in Syria, to inftru£l M. 
Aurelius in the principles of 
that feft, the phllofopher flew 
to Rome,, attended by a ^eat 
number of difciples. Upon 
their arrival Antoninus invited 
Apollonius to court, in order 
to deliver his difciple to him. 
The haughty pedant anfwered 
with great infolence, that the 
mailer was not to come to the 
difciple, but the difciple to the 
mafler ; which words being re- 
lated to Antoninus, Does A- 
pollohiuB then (faid he, fmil- 
ing], think it a more trouble- 
fbme journey from his lodgings 
to the palace, than from Chalcis 
to Rome ? However, he order- 
ed M. Aurdius to wait upon 
him. 


(3) JuJ. Cap. p. 18-13. 

fove- 
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forereign alone (X). Adrian adopted Antoninus upon con- 
dition that he (hould adopt M. Annius Verus the fon of 
his wife’s Itfotber, and L> Commodus the fon of L. Verus 
Cicfar j which he did accordingly, before the death of A- 
drian, probably the fame day on which he himfelf was 
adopted 

Antoninus returned the emperor thanks in the fenate for His gene- 
the honour he had conferred upon him, dillributcd large ro/ty. 
fums among the foldiery and popujace, expending his own, 
and not the public money ; and befides performed the pro- 
mifes which had been made to them by Adrian. All the 
cities of the empire ufed, on fuch occafioiis, to prefent the 
adopted prince with fuma of money inftead of crowns, 
which were thence called aurum coronarium. Thefe fums 
Antoninus remitted entirely \o the cities of Italy, and a 
moiety to all the reft. He even contributed, out of his pri- 
vate fortune, a great deal towards the works which Adrian 
was carrying on, and obeyed that prince, while he lived, 
with as much refpedt and fubmilTion as did the meaneft 
of his fubje£ts, except when he attempted to murder him- 
felf, or others. Adrian^ (lying at Baiaf, on the tenth of eaufet 
July, as has been before obferved, Antoninus prevailed 
upon the fenate to confer fuch honours upon him as had 
been decreed to the heft •£ emperors ; and continued all 
thofe in their employments, who had been preferred by 
him. It was. according to fome writers, on account of this 
tender and filial refpeft for^he memory of his father, t;hat 
ihe fenate decreed him the glorious furname of Pius ; 
others think, that they dillinguiihed him with that title in 
reward of the great tendernefs he teftified for his father-in- 
law in his old age, or of Adrian in his ficknefs, or becaufe 
he preferved many whom Adrian had commanded to be 
murdered 3 01, finally, on account of the natural fweetnefs 

^ Spart. in Adr. p. iz. 

(X) We are told, that his ift Afia, the priefts of the city 
fuccelfion to the empire pre- of Tralie| in Lydia received 
faged long before by many o- him not with the ufual faluta- 
niens. While he governed part tioa, ** Ave, proconful ! Hail, ' 
uf Italy in quality of proconful, proconful !” but ftyled Slim em- 
one from amon^ the crowd cried peror. At Cyzicus, a crown 
Out to him, wlule he was admi- belonging to the Aarue of one 
leering julHce, May the gods of the gods was found upon 
profper your undertakings, that of Antoninus (4), &c. 

Auguftus,” Upon his arrival 

{4) Jul. CapiC. p. 


of 
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of his temper, and the extraordinary refpefl he fliewed f'or 
religion and TeUgiouy>errons ^ It is certainj however^ that he 
bears the epithet of Fius in feveral medals of this yearj and 
is chiefly known by it in hiftory y. Paufanias thinks he de- 
ferved not only this titlcj but that likewife which was be- 
ftowed on Cyrus, namely, the Father of Mankind, in con- 
(ideration of the paternal care he feemed to take of all 
men. Commodus, and the emperors who fucceeded him, 
aflumed the fame title which ferved only to render their 
wickednefs the more confpicuous. This year Antoninus 
was likewife. honoured with the title of Auguftus, and of 
High Pontiff, and his wife Fauflina with that of Augufta. 
He refufed many other honours which the fenate offered 
him, and, among the reft, the title oF the Father of his 
Country ; which, however, (te accepted in the courfe of the 
following year ®- 

We know but very little of the afFlons of this great 
prince, and are almoft as ignorant of the order of time, 
with refpe£t to what has reached us. Julius Capitolinus, 
who wrote his life, and infcribed it to the emperor Diocle-^ 
lian, is but a very indifferent hiftorian, and greatly per- 
plexed in his narration. What Dio Caffius wrote of An- 
toninus has been loft eight hundred years fince, and con- 
fequently before Xiphilin undertook the abridging that au- 
thor ^ fo that we can only give our readers a general idea 
of this excellent prince’s government and conduft. He 
lived, according to Julius Capitplinus, after his accellion to 
the empire, in the fame manner as he^had done when he 
was a private perfon ; no alteration appeared in his beha- 
viour towards his friends, nor had any of his enemies ever 
the leafl reafon to be grieved for his preferment. He would 
fuffer none but flaves to wait upon him, (hewing on all oc- 
cafions the greateft refpe£f for the equeftrian and fenatorial 
orders. He never tranfa£led any bufinefs of confequence 
without the advice of the fenate, (hewing them, when em- 
peror, that regard which he defired to fee paid to them by 
other emperors while he was a fenator. He frequently 
gave an account, wren to the people, of all his adlions ana 
negociations. When he demanded the confulfliip, or other 
cmplo]^mcnt8, either for Aimfelf or his children, he appear- 
ed like a private perfon among the other candidates. M- 
Aurelius owns, that Antoninus convinced him by his ex- 
ample, that a prince might lead a private life even in a 
court. 

* Jul. Cip. p. 17. Paufan. lib. viii. p. *75. Dio, lib. lxx« p# 799- 

Spahh. lib. viii. p. 714* s Goltz, p. 71. 

He 



Tbf Roman H'fiory, 


303 


He reduced moil of the impoils and tributes, and llriAly v. u 
enjoined his receivers and colledlors to exafb them without tkt^- 
any feverity or oppreiTion, faying, that he chofe rather to 
be poor than have his coffers filled at the expence of an 
oppreifed people. He was no fooner raifed to the empire, 
than he difpofed of the greateil part of his private eftate in 
favour of the indigent citizens \ and the emprefs Fauflina 
repining at his generoiity, he told her, that a prince ought 
to have no private intereil, no private property, and no- 
thing in view but the public welfare. He appointed for Prtfirf 
governors of provinces fuch only as were perfons of known ^* 4 ^ "f* 
integrity, and is faid never to have preferred an undeferving 
man to any employment whatfoever. Hence fome conti- 
nued ill their polls during the whole time of his reign ; for 
he would not remove thofe wKo difeharged their olhces to 
the fatisfaftion of the people- Gavius Maximus was for 
the fpace of twenty years captain of the prxtorian guards; 
and others held their employments during the whole time 
of his reign. His paternal ellate, which was very great, 
he laid out in bounties and largefles ; but was very fparing 
of the public money : whence at his death his own coffers 
were found empty, but the treafury full- He deprived 
feveral ufelefs perfons of the penfions fettled upon them by 
Adrian, faying, he could wot bear to fee the ftate impo- 
verifhed by thofe who were not ferviceablc to it, but lived 
in idlenefs upon the labours of others. Though he was 
fparing of the public money^ yet no one ever charged him 
with avarice ; for he gave daily inilances of an unbounded 
generofity. 

He would accept of no legacies from fuch as had chil- Infianett 
dren, and ordered the eftates of criminals condemned for ^ 
extortion, to be reftored to their heirs, after the perfons, • 
whom they had pillaged, had been fully fatisfied. Under 
no prince fewer eflates Wwre confifeated, than under him- 
He extirpated the whole tribe of informers, and was ready, 
upon the leaft misfortune that happened to any city or pro- 
vince, to leffen their tribute of taxes Many obtained the 
privileges of Roman citizens for themfolvcs, and not for 
their children, who, in that cafe, remained Greeks, accord- , 
ing to the expreflion of an ancient hiflorian, and *;pnfe- 
^uently were incapable of enjoying their fathers eftates, 
which fell to the treafury, if the deceafed had no Roman 
citizen amongft his relations. This regulation, favour- 
able indeed to the avarice of princes, but repugnant to hu- 
*^anity, Antoninus utterly aboliftied **. He beftowed great 
privileges and fabrics, in all the provinces of the empire. 


« Jttl. Cap* Pr 10—50. 
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Qpcm Aich men of levming as undertook ftie education of 
youdi ; muntained incredible numbers of children, whofe 
parents were indigent ; fupplied the fenators and magiftr^es 
wth money, to defray the expencesof their neceffary jour- 
neys ; and fpeiit eonuderable fums in Ihews and fpcnacles, 
complying in that particular with the inclinations of the 
people, though he himfelf diHiked fuch diverfions. 

Though he was not addifted to building, yet he raifed 
a great number of ftalety edifices at Rome, and in the 
neighbourhood. He caufed a port to be made at Caieta, 
now Gacta, repaired that of Terracina, finifhed Adrian’s 
magnificent maufoleum, built a ftately palace at Lorium, in 
Hetruria, about ten miles from Rome, in which place he 
had been educated ; and contributed large fums towards re- 
pairing feveral ancient buili^ings in Greece, Ionia, Syria, 
and Africa. On the village of Pallantium, in Arcadia, he 
bellowed the^privileges of a city, and exempted it from all 
manner of tribute, becaufe Evander was fuppofed to have 
built,, and peopled with the inhabitants of that village, a 
city in the place where Rome flood ^ He promifed, in the 
beginning of his reign, to fpill the blood of no fenator ; 
which promife He obferved fo religioufly, that one being 
convicted of parricide, he contented himfelf with banifh- 
ing him, even after he had owrtted his crime. Attilius Ta- 
tianus and Prifeianus being accufed pf confpiring againft 
the life of the emperor, the latter deflroyed himfelf, and 
tho former was only baniftied s of his fon, Antoninus took 
particular care, and brought him up if he had been his 
own child. He would fufFer no enquiry to be made after 
their accomplices, anfwering the fenate, when they prefled 
him to it, I do not care the world (hould know by how 
many perfons I am hated.” He never engaged in any war 
which he could avoidi and was often heard to fay, that he 
had rather fave one citizen than dellroy a thoufand cncr 
mies. 

Is ejletmed By this condu£l he gained the afFeflions, not only of his 
even by the people, who revered him as their father and proteflor, 
Tlome^^ like wife of the declared enemies of Rome, who enter- 

tained fuch an opinion pf his equity, juftice, and modera- 
tion, that, in their difpules, they cbofe him for their judge 
and arbitrator i and indeed no Roman emperor was ever more 
oilecnied and revered hj all foreign nations, than Antoni- 
nus* The king of the rarthians, having raifed a formidable 
arttiyy and invaded Armenia, retired, contrary to the ex- 
peSation of all, and difbanded his troops, upon the receipt 
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of a letter from Antoninu^. The kings of Hyrcanh, fiaC- 
tria, and Jndfaj^ font ambafladors to him, courting his fri^d- 
fliip and alliance. Pharafmanes, king of Ibcna, came in 
perfon to wait u^n him at Rome, and Ihewed much greater 
refpefl and yeneratiqn for bifn than he had formerly done 
for Adrian. The^Lazi, the Armenians, the Quadi, and fe- 
jreral other nationS| readily received fuch princes as he was 
pleafcd to appoint over them, though they were not then 
f^ubjeff to the empire ^ Antoninas is by fome hiftorians 
compared, by others even preferred, to Nunra, on account 
of the tranquility which Rome enjoyed during the greateil 
part of his reign, and his extraordinary care of all things 
belonging to the wqrihip of the gods, and to religion. 

Adrian died, as we have related before, on the tenth of 
July, 139, Camerinus and Niger being cotifuls. Thefe 
were fucceeded by the emperor Antoninus, the fecond time 
conful, and Caius Bruttius Pr^efens. This year Antoninus Marries 
gave his daughter Annia Faudina in marriage to M, Au- daug/im 
relius, whom he created CxCar^ and, at the requeft of the 
fenate, though this year only quseftor, nanaed for the con- 
fulate the year enfuing ; which he difcha^ed as his col- 
league. The fucceeding confuU were M. reducxus Syloga 
and T. Hoenius Severus ", during wbofe adminiflration one 
Celfus rebelled ; but all we” know of his revolt is, that on 
this occafion the emprefs Fauftina was greatly difpleafed 
with the kindnefs wnich the clement emperor fliewed to 
his enemies ^ Soon after, oFauilina died, and was^ not- TJieem- 
withilanding the di/Tolute life (he had led, at the requed of prtfsF^u^ 
Antoninus, honoured with divine wor^ip, prieds, 
pies, datues of gold and filver. Games were indituted to 
her honour, and her datue was, by Antoninus’s order, car^ 
ried amongd thofe of the other gods at the Circeniian 
fports. The emperor was not unacquainted with her irre- 
gular conduA ^ but had done all that lay in his power to 
keep her diforders concealed from the puolic ■. 

^ In the following year, Lucius Cqfpius Rufinus and Lu- 
cius Statius Quadratus being confuls, Aptoninus innitutqd 
folcmn fports at Putcoli,*inlionour of Adrian, which were 
ftylcd Pia and Pialia, ^nd were to bp celebrated the fecond i 
year of each Olympiad; Hie next confuls were G.aclli- AtUcusHi* 
cius Torquatiis and Tiberius Claudius Atticus Herodcs. 

In tl^c following ponfulQiip of l^llianus Avitus and Clan- anfal’ 
dius ft/iaxiitiu8|' the Brig^tixjies ia ]^tain revolted ; but jhip, 

* Bir^. p, Spart. lib- i#i. p. fsi* " Cufrtn- ?• 35 J- 
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were foon reduced by Lollius Urbicusi governor of that 
province, who deprived them of great part of their coun- 
Cryi fubdued the more northern nations, and built a wall 
between the friths of Forth and Clyde \ For the viQories 
gained by Lollius, Antoninus was honoured, as appears 
from fome ancient medals, with the title of Britannicus K 
Next year Antoninus entered upon his fourth confuUhip, 
having for his colleague M. Aurelius Csefar, the fecond time 
conful, and gave the manly robe to Lucius Verus his 
adopted fon, who had completed the fourteenth year of his 
age on the fifteenth of December of the preceding year. 
The fame year Antoninus confecrated the temple which he 
had built to the honour of Adrian, and on that occafion 
diilributed confiderable fums among the populace^. In 
the next confulfhip of Sex. l^rucius Clarus and Cn. Clau- 
dius Severus, fome diflurbances were raifed in Germany 
and Dacia ; but were foon appeafed by the governors of 
thofe provinces. The Alani likewife, attempting to invade 
the Roman dominions, were driven back into their own 
country with confiderable lofs ^ 

During the adminiftration of the following confuls Lar- 
gus and Meflalinus, the emperor invefted M. Aurelius with 
the tribunitial and proconfular power. ByFaullina, the 
daughter of Antoninus, he haik already a daughter named 
Lucilla, who was afterwards married to L. Verus. The 
emperor on all occafions (hewed a particular efteem for M. 
Aurelius, confulted him in ^very affair of confequence, 
often followed his advice, and fuffered^him to govern as if 
he had been his partner in the fovereign power, defpifing 
the malicious infinuations of thofe who attempted to 
ellrange his mind from the young prince, as if he wifhed 
for his death. As the condufl of L. Verus was very dif- 
ferent from that of M. Aurelius, the emperor treated him 
in a quite different manner. He did not bellow upon him 
the title of Cxfar, or any other peculiar to the apparent 
heir of the empire ; nor did the emperpr, during the whole 
time of his reign, invefl him with any power whatever ; a 
plain indication, ihat he dilliked him, not without reafon, 
as we (hall fee hereafter. 

In ihc confulate of l^orquatus and Julianus, the Moors 
took up arms, upon what provocation we know not ; but 
were foon defeated, driven out of their own country, and 
obliged to (helter themfelves in the moil didant parts of 
Libya beyond Mount Atlas The three followitig years 

k Vide Alford. Annal. Britan, ad an. 14.1. l Vide Caafab. in 
Spai^. p. 50.: ’ k jui Cap. p. 36. ^ Ibid, p, 13— ■ Pagfan. 
lib. viii. p. £73. 
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Were qiiitc bamn of events. Iii the fiift, Servius Scipio 
Orfitus and Q^Nonius Prifeus were confuls ; in the fecond, 

Glabrio Gallicanus and Vetus 5 and, in the third, Quin- 
tilius Condianus and Quintiliua Maximus 1 the two latter 7-^^ 
were brothers* and are greatly extolled by the ancients, on brotherg 
account of their learning, their experience both in civil and 
military affairs* their wealth, and, above all, for their mu- 
tual unity and Concord ; for they adfed on all occalions, fays 
Dio Caflius, as if they had not been two, but one perfon ; 
whence they are known in hiftory by the name of the Quin- 
tilii". They governed the provinces conjointly, the one 
being lieutenant to the other; were confuls together; 
wrote to the emperor, received anfwers, judged caufes* 
publifhed books, in common and were in the end unjuftly 
condemned and executed together, by order of the emperor 
Commodus, as we fhall relate in the hiftory of that prince's 
reign. They were natives of Troas, and highly efteemed by 
M. Aurelius, under whom they governed Greece in 173, 
andPannonia in 178. They publifhed a treatife on agri- 
culture, of which fome fragments have reached our times®. 

In the following year, the fifteenth of Antoninus’s reign, 

Sextus Junius Glabrio and G. Omullus Verianus being con- 
fuls, Juftin the Martyr publifhed his firft Apology, and 
prefented it to the emperof, to his adopted fons, and to the 
fenate. As Antoninus was a prince of a merciful difpofi-» 
lion, he was fo far moved by it, and by the informations 
which he had received from other parts of the empire, that 
he addreffed a letter to the whole province of Afia in fa- Antfninui 
vour of the diftreffed Chriftians, which he concluded with favourabig 
thefe words: “ If any one for the future fhall moleft the to the 
Chriftians, and accufe them merely on account of their re- 
ligion, let the perfon who is arraigned be difeharged, though 
he is found to be a Chriftian, and the accufer be punifhed 
according to the rigour of the law p.” At the fame time 
the emperor wrote in behalf of the Chriftians to the Athe- 
nians, ThefTalonians, LarifTeans in Theflaly, and to all the 
Greeks. Thefe letters put a Hop to the perfecution, which, 
however, broke out, add raged with great violence, under 
Marcus Aurelius. , • 

Next year, when C. Bruttius Przfens and A. Junivs Ru- Vr. of FI. 
finus were confuls, the Tiber, overflowing its banks, laid ^ ^^ 3 - 
the lower parts of Rome under water. The inundation was u* 
followed by a fire, which confumed part of the city, and * 

Srueral 

" Dio, lib. Uxi. p, 8i4. Cafaub' in Spait. p. 94. Philoft. Soph. caiBmUiet^, 
27- * Vide Calaub. in Spart. p. 94. P Eufeb. Jib. iv. 

cap, 16. Jufl. Apol. p, 100, Cnron. Alu. p. 60B, 810. 
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a faixiinCi whkh fvi^ept off great numberr of the citizenii 
notwithftanding the care which the emperor tdok to hate 
com cori^ejed lo the city from the moft diftant provinces. 
The fame year the cities of Narhonne in Gaulj and An^ 
tioch in Syria, and the great fqoare at Carthage^ were in 
great part cofifumed hy nrc ; hut foon reftored hy Antoni* 
nus to their former fplendor This year L. Verus dit 
charged the office of quseftor, and exhibited on that occa^ 
fion public ffiews^ at which he prefided, fitting between 
Antoninus and M. Aurelius. The following year he was 
raifed to the confuKhip^ and had for his colleague T. Sex- 
tiusj or, as he is called by others, Sextilius Lateranus. C. 
Julius Severus and M. Ruhnus SabinianuS) difeharged that 
office next, and were fuccee^cd by M. Ceionius Silvanut 
and C. Serius Augurinus, during whofe confulfliip the ci-* 
ties of Cos and Rhodes, with fcveral others in Lycia and 
Garia, were overturned by a violent earthquake \ but foon 
reftored to their former luftre, Antoninus contributing 
very confiderable fums, to repair the Ioffes which the in- 
habitants had fuftained^ The four following years are 
quite barren of events : the confuls were Barbarus and 
Regulus ; Tertullus and Sacerdos { Plautius Quintillus and 
M. Statius PHfeusi Appius Annius Bradua and T. VibioJ 
Bradus. The two latter were Yucceeded by M. Aurelius 
Cxfar the third time, and L. Verus the fecond time conful. 

During their admitiiftration, the emperor was feized 
with a violent fever at Loriiim^ one of his country-feats ; 
which in a few days terminated his life on the fevelith of 
March| after he had lived feventy-three years, Sve months, 
and fix teen or fevetiteen days, and reigned twenty-two 
years, feven months, and twenty^-fix days. When he found 
death approathing, be Cent for tne eaplaini of the prsetorian 
guards, and the chief officers of the court, and in their 
prefente confirmed his adoption of M. Aureljns, and re- 
commended the empire to his care and attention, without 
taking the leaft notice of Lucius VeruS. He then ordered 
the golden image of Fortune, which always Hood in the 
emperor’s bcdchaidber, to be removed to tne room of 
Aurelius. When the tribune came for the parole, the word 
he del^ered wab Equanimity^ He left hie paternal eftate 
to his daughter, and legaties to all hh friends and domef^ 
ties. Though he died in an advanced age, he was no left 
lamented by all the fubjtSs of the enipue than if he had 
been fnatched from them in the bloom of youth. His fu- 
neral was ptrfcmned With the UtiOoff f ottip and toiagtiifi- 
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Thg fj^lory, 

ccnpe> vod jhis Ibodv de^o&ijed in ttic pomppu^ maijdqlieiini 
of Jxis pred^ceflbr Adu^n ; ,on wtiicti two funeriil 

oraiMuiB vcre pnanpwced, one bv Ad. 4i^(p.iivs, and ap? 
o\k%X by Im Verus. IJe wnaby the fenate ranked among 
the god« ; a temple was hwh to his hmioHr priciisj facri- 
fices, and annual fports were inftituted (Y), 

M. Au- 

j(y) The wiiten that flou- His Rq^npn hldoiy is, properly 
riiM in hU mga wpre , a fwr^.ce and dii- 

Julius Fay jus, .Qatli- lioft hulpiT oT all the nations 

nicuB SvCpriuB, Calvihvis Tay.- (ubied xo .Rom, the ear- 
ms, Apollonius, Ptoleiqy C^e lieu tijqes m die reign qt' Ap- 
allrolopr, Frpntq, Telephu^l, guftus, though he loniQtiinB^ 
and ClaudiuB Maximus. Ju£-^ carries dqwn to the time .0/ 
tiu is thought to have infenjbed” Adrian (5 ). Hts hUory of the 
his abridgment of Tragus Fora- wars of Africa, iSyria, Farthia, 
pciuB to the . emperor AntopU Fontus, Iberia, Spain, lllyri- 
nuB Pius. TragUB Pomp^iUB cum, aud of Hannibal and 
is ranked among the beft hiilo- Mithri dates, with five books of 
rianB of Auguuiu’a reign, a^d the civil ^wars, of which he 
put upon a level with Ifivy;, wrote fqvqp, leached us ; 
^lluil;, and Tacitus (■)• Ju- and, befides, fpme fragments 
lius Paulus pubtidied fevccal of feveral ocher hiftories copied 
poetical pieces, apd is com- by M* Valois from ihe coUec- 
mended by Aulya Gellius, ^ tions.pf Conflantine Porphyro- 
account of hu gr^t erudition ^oitus. He jikewife wrote the 
and probity. He lived in Gql- Eiftory of the wars of Judaa, 
bus’s time; but died befqfe and of that which Trajan waged 
that .grammaiian .began to with the Paciaqs (6}. Photius 
write: whence he* is thought admji^theclegapccofhis ilylc; 
to have flouriihed under Adnan but .chjefly comninDds him as an 
and .Antoninus (2]. AppUp, impartial wrimr, and one who, 
who wrote the Koman hidoty ip his accouptSy^ainiednioftly at 
ip Greek, was a native . of Altflt- truth (7}- jEillipicus Sutonua 
andria, pleaded Tome rime pt waB^:narivc.orPetra in Arabia; 
Rome, and .was afterwards eip- but fpept moft parrof his Ufeac 
ployed by the emperors to take Athens. .H^wfote the hiftory 
cafCje of their .private eftat^ and of Alcxqi^ria ip ten books, 
revenues (3)'. He li^djn the quoted by St- Jerom (8), and 
reigns of Xrajap, Adrian* . and pub1ifhe£ other pieces 

.AnconiDUB, and whs writing ip pp .^rinus fubje^ (9). Calvi- 
the ypar ppo .of .Rome* itho Taurus is ofeop mentioned 
tencE i^f Adrian^ , reign JiyAylus cje})iui,.whbwent to 

(1) Vo(L Hift. Lat. cap. 19, Btr 23. (2) Aul. Gel. lib. i. cap. 11. 

lib. :Y. WIP',4- I'lb. xvi. cap.^io, cap. 7. VoiT.. Foot. Lat. 

P- SH- W Appl^n-s>n dvr- t^uid. p- JS 3 - W Appian. p. 7. 
Cs) Jdem- P- 4- Ewgr- . hb. yi. :0ap- A 4 - (6J Appian. in Syr- 

p. IP. ,.Fhot. :cap. 57. ,(7) Pjhot. lhid. (1) Hier. io Dan- 

(9) Suid. p. 1360. 
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The Roman Hijiory, 

M, Aurelius h, by the ancientSi reckoned the bed prince 
that ever governed the empire, and his reign commonly 
ftyled the Golden Age; for he verified the faying which 
he had borrowed of Plato, and had often in his mouth, 
that dates would be happy when princes were philofo- 

hcar him while he inftru£ted the frequently to hear, even after 
Athenian youth in the princi- he was raifed to the empire, 
pies of the Platonic philofophy Ptolemy, the celebrated aftro- 
( 1 ) . He publiflied feveral works, loger and geographer, flourifhed 
one among the red, (hewing the under Adnan and Antoninus, 
difference Mtween the dpSrine Suidas writes, that he was bom 
of Plato, and that of Ariffotle. in Alexandria ; but Voflius 
Aulus (^lliuB quotes a treatife maintains, that he was a native 
written by him on anger, and ^.of Pelulium, and fuppofed to 
the firfl book of his comments have been an Alezandnan, be- 
upon Plato’s Goi^ias (2). Te- caufe he made his aftronomical 
JephuB, who inltrufted L. Ve- obfervations in that city (4). 
ruB in the Greek tongue, was Sulpitius Apollinaris, a cele- 
born in Pergamus, and wrote a brated grammarian, is often 
book on the rhetoric of Homer; mentioned by Aulus Gellius, 
another on the perfefi agree- who feems to have entertained 
ment between that poet and a great opinion of him (^), 
Plato ; the lives of fi^ch poets Some of His obfervations upon 
as had written comedies and tra- Terence have reached our times 
gedies | inffruftions on the (fi). M. Cornelius Pronto is 
choice of books ; a defeription of extolled hy the ancients, as one 
Pergamus, with the hiftoryofits of the heft orators of his age, 
kings and laws ; an account of axd by fome compared with 
the laws and cuffoms of Athens; Cicero. A^l^^ Gellius tells us, 
and a colleftion of epithets (3) . that he never vilited him, which 
Claudius Maximus was by birth he did frequently while he was 
a Tyrian, and oneof M. Aure- very young, without . profiting 
liua’s preceptors, whom he in- much by his inffrudtions (7), 
fti uftcd in the principles of the In Adrian’s time he was efteem- 
Stoics. He piiblifhed feveral ed the moll eloquent orator of 
philofophical pieces, and dif- that age, and was afterwards ap- 
courfes on thePlatonic philofo- pointed by Antoninus to in- 
phy, which have reached our ilruft M. Aurelius and L. Ve- 
times, and are defervedly ef- rus in Latin eloquence. M- 
teemed by the learned, We Aurclkis valued him above all 
have already mentioned Apolr his preceptors, caufed a ilatue 
loniuB Stoic, who was an- to be ereSed to him in Rome, 
pther or M- Aurelius’s precep- and honoured him with the con- 
fers, and whom that prince went fular dignity (8). 

(1) Aul. Gel. lib, xriii. cap. 10. (1) Ibid. lib. i. cap. a6, lib. vl. 

(3) Sujd. p. 897. (f) VoiT. Hift. Grace, lib. iv. cap. 17. 

(5) "“I- ^1' hb. iv. cap. 17, lib. xiii. cap, 17, ic. ■ (6) Vide 

f’alvif. an. i6j. (7) Gel. lib, ii. cap. 16. (8) Jul. Cap. in Aurel. 
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‘pliers ■- He was of the Annlan family, which fome writers Ws ixtrmc* 
derive from Numa Pompilius. However that be, it is cer- tion, pt-f. 
tain, that his great-grandfather, Annius Verus, originally 
of Succubxj a city of Bxtica in Spain, was the fird fenator 
of the Annian family, and afterwards created prstor. His 
fon was raifed by VefpaGan to the rank of a patrician, ap- 
pointed governor of Rome, and honoured twice with the 
confulfliip. He had three children, Annius Verus, the fa- 
ther of M. Aurelius ; Annius Libo, who was conf^ul ; and 
Annia Galeria Faudina, who was married to the emperor 
Antoninus Pius. Annius Veins married Domitia Calvilla, 
called alfo Lucilla, the daughter of Calvifius Tullus, who 
had been twice conful, and had by her M. Aurelius, and a 
daughter named Annia Comiheia. M. Aurelius was born in 
Rome, during his grandfather^s fecond confulfliip, on the 26th 
of April, in the year 121. His Grfl; name was Catilius Seve- 
rus, that of his mother’s grandfather, who had been, gover- 
nor of Rome and twice conful. Upon the death of his father, 
who died in his praetorfliip, he was adopted by his grandfa- 
ther, M. Annius Verus, and aflumed his name. The emperor 
Adrian ufed to call him M. Annius Veriflimus, on account 
of his great flneerity; and, under that name, Judin the 
Martyr addrefles him in his fecond Apology. When he was 
adopted by Antoninus, he took the names of M. ^Vius Au- 
relius Verus, the appellation of Aurelius being peculiar to 
the family of Antoninus, and that of .^lius to the family 
of Adrian, into which Anrpninus had been adopted. Upon 
his acccllion to th^ empire he transferred the name of Verus 
to L. Commodus, his brother by adoption, and took for 
himfelf that of Antoninus ; but is generally didinguifhed 
from his predeceflbr, either by the pr^nomen of Marcus, 
or the furname of Philofophus ; which was given him by 
the unanimous confent of hidorians, and not by any public 
adl: or decree of the fenate^ 

He was from his tender years brought up by the emperor 
Adrian, whom Dio Caflius calls his kinfman. That prince 
would have willingly adopted, and appointed him his fuc- 
ceflbr ; but chofe in his room, as he was then too young, 

T. Antoninus, who had married his aunt, obliging him Co 
adopt his nephew. Annius Verus, his grandfather, com- 
mitted the care of his education, while he was an infant, 
to a matron, who lived in his houfe ; but M. Aurelius 
thanks the gods that he was but a fliort while under her 

■ Dio, lib, Ixxi. p. 815. Jul, Cap. in M. Aur. p. 31. * Dio, 

lib. Ixixi p. 797. Jul. Cap, in M, Aur. JuftiD. Apol. ii. Grut. 
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tuilioa"^ for Adrian, Uking him from his grandfather, 
brought him up in the palace, emplayii^ the great ell men 
of that age to inftrudi him in everv brsuich of literature. 
Ht ^plip^ himlelf to the ftudy of pnilofophy under the ce- 
lebrated iophilt Apollonius Sextus of Chsronea, Plutarch’s 
nephew, JUnius Rnllicus, Claudius Maximus^ Cinfia Ca- 
t^llnsi and Claudius Sevenis^ to that of eloquence under 
Herodes Atticus, and M. Cori^lius Fronto; and to the 
ftudy of the law under X^- Volulius Metianusi or, as fome 
ilyle him, Mxcianus, the moft learned civilian of that age. 
M. Aurelius is faid to have excelled in all thefe branches 
of learning, and to have been one of the greateft orators, 
philofophers, and civilians, of his time. He delighted 
chiefly in the (ludy of philofophy, and was thoroughly tc- 
miainted with the tenets and j^rinciples of the different fefls. 
When he was but twelve years old, he entered himfelf 
among the philofophers, wore their habit, and {prad^ifed all 
their aufterities, lying on the ground, fadings and ab- 
ftaining from feveral kinds of ‘meat. He fliewed, even after 
he was emperor, great refpedk to thofe Who had inltruAed 
him, efpccially to Junius RulticiHB, of whom we have IfKiken 
in our notes tranfaAed nothing without his advice ; fa- 
, luted him always before the captains of the guardss raifed 
him twice to the cohfulih^p ; ani> after his death, prevailed 
upon the fenate to decree him a ftatue. He exprefled no 
)^s gratitude and veneration towards his other maders, 
hccphig in his clofet their in^es in gold, vifiting fre- 
quently their fepulchreS) and adorning them with crowns, 
viflims, and flowers. 

His great application to the dudy of ;philbfophj, ^andthe 
gullerities he prad^ifed. Impaired his health to Inch a de^ 
-grec, that he became Very weak and inflrm, though natur- 
hily of a robud conditution As he led a very regular 
life, he lived, potwithdanding bis bad health, almod to 
the ^g€ of fix ty, and perfdrmed great things, applying him- 
felf to the difpatch of bufinefs with great care ahd afliddity. 
He had a gr^t diflike to all forts of (hews, fports, dud di- 
verHons, beii^ naturally grave and«feribus'|^ hut nevefthe- 
lefs appeared at, them foihetimes, that he might not Teem 
,to condemn thofe Who frequented them. 'He ufed, while 
ho was emperor, to lead, write, or talk to hi$ 'minifiers 
.about public affairs, during the whole time of the (ports 
for which 'Prd^ice he was -often rallied by the ipopubtO, 
t)Ut defpifed their farcalms ^ When he was but fixteen he 

, « JVI. Aur.'de feip. lib. i.'cap. ¥4:^ Cap. fio Bd Aar. 

Ajiton- lib. i. cap. 3, > Jul. Cap. p. 13. 
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made over hi§ paternal eftate to his filter, faying, tiMt iua 
graadfatherla cAate waa enough for hdni. Adiiaa aw^ptcd 
Antoninui Pius, upon condition that he ikouhl ad4>pt M. 
Aurelius, at that time eighteen years old, and L. 
dus, who was only in the feventh or eighth year of hie agCj 
but already Adrian’s grandfon by adoption, bdii^ the fen 
of L. ^ius Ceefar. M. Aurelius was fo far from being 
elated with his new dignity, that, on the'ccmtraiy,be couU 
not help betraying great unealin^ and co.ncem, telUi^ 
thofe who came to congratulate him upon his promotion, 
that they knew not how difficult and dangerous a thing it 
was to command y. Adrian had betiothed to him, when he 
was but fifteen, the daugfiter of L. Verus Csefar, named, 
as is commonly believed, Fabia ; and appointed, that An- 
toninus fhould beflow his d^gbter, Annia Fauftina, on 
young Lucius. But, upon the death of Adrian, Antoni- 
nus propofed a match between his daughter and M. Aure- 
lius, who agreed to it, married her feme years after, and 
had a daughter by her named Lucilla, who was wedded to 
L. Verus in 164, and afterwards to Fompeianus (Z). 

Antoninus having declared M. Aurelius his fuccefTor, 
and recommended to him the empire and his daughter, in 
the prefence of the chief officers oi the court, the fenatei 
as as he expired, obliged M. Aurelius to accept the 
fovere^nty, and take upon him the management of afihirs, 
without even mentioning L. Verus, who was likewife the 
fen of Antoninus by adopticyi, but very different in his tem- 
per and conduffc both from bis father and brother. He was 
entirely abandoneif to debauchery, an4 more inclined to 
tread in the footlleps of Nero and Caligula than to imitale 
the virtues of T. Antoninus and M. Aurelius *. Antoninus, 
well acquainted with his temper, had never invefted him 
with any power, nor even conferred upon him the title of 
Csfar. -However, M. Aurelius immediately declared him 

y Jul. Cap, p. ■4. z Jul. Cap. in M. Aur. p. 25, & in Ver. p. 36. 

f Z) He had feveral ^othsr ^ror, '^AjitouinuB Geminus, 
daughters by her, of whom Severus, or rather Verus, Ayled, 
three were alive in the year on ^ome medals, Annius Ve- 
193, and one was put to death rus, T. Aurelius Anmninus, 
^ Catacalla in 212. Annia and T. ^ 1 i us Aurelius. Com- 
Fauftina brought him likewife modus and Antoninus Geminps 
fevetal fons, to wh, Commo- were twina (i). 
dus, who was afterwards em- 

(r) Jul. Cap. in Aur, & in L. Ver, p. 39. Hewdian. lib. i. p. 4®' 
Ic lib. iv. p. 546. 


not 



3*4 

Hi taka 
X. Virui 
fir hit 
patimtr h 
ihtfivt- 
nignty* 


Th^ both 
govim 
with gnat 
Inildntfs 
And uua^ 
Mimitj, 


Many ca- 
iamiiiti 
happen in 
the begin- 
mimg tf 
their 
reign. 


Th Roman Hijhty. 

not 0&I7 Cariar, but Auguftus, and his partner in the fo- 
Ter6i|;ii power ; fo that Home law hcrfelf, for the firft time, 
goTemed by two fovereigns. As they were at the fame 
dme confuls, thu year, the 163d of the ChriflJan ara, is 
diftinguifhed in the faftii and inferiptions, by the confulate 
of the two Augufti"- Aurelius, in raifing Lucius to the 
empire, gave nim the name of Verus; fo that he was 
henceforth called Lucius Verus, inftead of Lucius Com- 
modus; he added tha* of Antoninus, which he himfelf 
afTumed, whence he is llylcd, in moft ancient inferiptions, 
M. Aurelius Antoninus The two emperors proceeded 
from the fenate to the camp of the prietorian guards, where 
they promiled the foldiers a bounty of twenty thoufand 
fefterccs, 'M. Aurelius fpeaking for both. They performed 
afterwards, with great pomp, the funeral of their deceafed 
father, caufed him to be ranked among the gods, and inlti- 
tu ted a new college of prieils, called Aureliani, or Aure- 
lian priefls. They both governed with great mildnefs and 
unity, Lucius condudling himfelf rather as Aurelius’s lieu- 
tenant than his partner in the fovercignty. Their admi- 
niftralion was fuch, that no one had occafion to regret the 
lofs of Antoninus, whofe juft meafures were purmed by 
both princes. That their union might be the more lafting, 
M. Aurelius betrothed his daughter Lucilla to L. Verus ; 
and on that folemnity both princes added a great number 
of children to tliofe who were fupplied with corn at the 
public expence. r 

But the tranquility and happinefs, '^hich Rome and the 
whole empire enjoyed under the two fovcrcigns, was 
foon interrupted by a dreadful inundation of the Tiber, 
which happened in the beginning of the following year, 
when Rufticus and Aquilinus were confuls : it overturned 
many private houfes and public buildings in the city, car- 
ried away great numbers of people and cattle, and laid un- 
der water the neighbouring country to a great diftance. 
This inundation was followed by earthquakes, conflagra- 
tions in fevcral provinces, and a general infeftion of the 
air, which produced an infinite number of infefts, that 
deftroyed what the flood had fpared, and occaGoned a fa- 
mine ^In Rome. Thefc calamities were in great meafure 
alleviated by the care and prefence of the two emperors, 
who, at their own expence, fupplied the diftrefled city with 
corn, and made good the lofles fuftained by individuals ^ 
At the fame time the Parthian war broke out, the Catti 

■ Arift. Orat. xvi. p. 4«i. ^ Vide Goltz, p. 34, ^ Jul* 

Cap, p. 25. 
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made Irruptions into Germany and Rhsetia, and the Britons 
began to revolt. Calpuinius Agricola was difpatched againft 
the latter, and AuBdius Viftorinus took the field againlt 
the Catti ; but it was thought proper that L, Verus Ihould 
march in perfon againft the Parthians, while M. Aurelius 
continued at Rome, where his prefence was judged neceC- 
fary* good emperor was not difpeafed to have fuch a 
fpecious pretence for removing his colleague from Rome, 
hoping that a warlike life would give him a diftafte to the 
idle amufements and debaucheries of the town ; but he was 
greatly difappointed, as we (hall fee hereafter. What fuc- 
cefs atended Agricola and ViQorinus we are not here told. 

All wc know of the wars with thefe nations is, that Didius 
Julianus, who reigned after Pp,rtinax, is faid to have over- 
come the Chauci, and likewife the Catti, who had made 
I inroads into the Roman dominions. The war in Britain 
muft have likewife lafted a long time \ for it was not ended 
eight years after, when that of the Marcomanni broke 
out 

! As. for the Parthians, they were at this time governed by Par^ 
Vologefes, probably the fon of Cofrhoes, who reigned in the 
times of Trajan and Adrian. Antoninus had refufed to reftore ^ 
the golden throne, which had been feized by Adrian. This re- 
fufal perhaps occafioned the tirar^ for, before Antoninus diedj 
the Parthian had made great preparations, and, foon after 
I his death, appeared in the field at the head of a formidable 
I army Great difturbances-; of which we find but a very Diflurh^ 
confufed account iosthe ancients, happened likewife at this 
time in Armenia, raifed, in all likelihood, and fomented, -drwwtf. 
by the king of Parthia. Sohemus king of Armenia was 
driven from the throne, and the king of the Henochii, a 
people dwelling between the Cafpian and Euzine Teas, was 
killed by a petty prince, named Tiridates, who was after- 
wards taken prifoncr by the Romans, and by M. Aurelius 
confined to Britain Severinus, a native of Gaul, and A wkoh 
governor of Cappadocia, having entered Armenia at the 
head of feveral legions, was attached by the Parthians near 
a place called Elegia, knd cut off with &11 his troops : we 
are told, that not a Tingle perfon o(thc whole army efcaped • 
the general (laughter. Dio Cailius aferibes the vi£liory to 
Vologefes ; but he obtained it by the valour of Ofrhoes, or, 
as Lucian calls him, Othryades, who commanded the army, 
and was^ in ail likelihood, Tome prince of the royal family 

, * Spart. in Julian, p. 69. * Arift^ Or^t. ix. pp 119, ^ Pio« 

lib. Ixxi. Pp 99a, 
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of Faith ia^ on whom Vologefes intended to beflpw the 
crown of Armenia ' e, 

VologcfeSj elated with thh TiOorji entered Syria at fAit: 
head of a very numerous army, committing dreadful ra- 
vajges^orth in that province and in Cappadocia, whiclilic 
fikewiTe invaded, after having defeated Attidius Cornelia- 
nUB, who commanded in Syria. Againft lb formidable an 
enemy, it was judged proper, that one of the emperors 
fliodld march in perlbn^ii and accordingly L. Verus depart- 
ed from Home this year for Syria. M. Aurelius accompa- 
nied him to Capua, whence he was fcarce returned to 
Rome, when he was informed, that his colleague had been 
feized at Canofa with a violent diftemper, occafioned by 
the debaucheries and diforders to which he had abandoned 
himfelf oil the road : for thV: luxurious prince, inftead of 
purfuing his march with .all poflible expedition, tp fave 
Syria, which was over-run by the Parthians, and ready to 
revolt from Rome, loitered in all the cities in his rputCj 
fpending his time in banquets and revels, and phinging 
himfelf into the moft infamous debaucheries- Upon the 
news of his illnefs, M. Aurelius caufed vows and facrifices 
to be offered for his recoveryj ,and took a fecond journey to 
fee him. When he began to .recoverj M. Aurelius return- 
ed to Rome ; and L. ‘Verus foun after purfued his Journey, 
pafling over into Greece, and from thence into Pam- 
phylla, and Cilicia. As he flopped in every place that 
codid afford him any kind of ^diverlion, he arrived, when 
the year was already far advanced, in Syria j and, chooGng 
Antioch for the place of his relidence,* abandoned himfelf 
to all manner of lewdseTs and debauchery, while the offi- 
cers, Who commanded under him, carried on the war. 
Thefe were StatiusTrifeus, Avidlus Caffius, Martius Verus, 
Satuminus, Pronto, and Xatianus, all perfons of great 
perience, and eileemed the bell commanders pf that age. 
As for the emperor Verus, he was fo ingroffed with his 
{ileafures and diverfions, that, though the war laded four 
years, he, never once ^appeared at the head of his army, 
which confided of the flower pf the Roman tro^s ;, but 
wallowed in all manner of lewdnefs at Antioch, Daphne, 
and Laodices^, while, his'officers were fignalizing themfelves 
in thf ficld'^. All we'know of this war is, that many great 
exploits were performed in Armenia, Syria, Mefopotamia, 
ildedia, and upon the banks of the Tygris^i that the Ro- 

B Lucian. Pfeud. p, 4I5. & Hift. p. 347. ^ Jul. Cap. in M. 

.Aiir. p. s 6 .-A 4 ni'V 4 r. p. 77. Philoft. So^. 17. Dio, in Ezeerpt- 
Val. p. 775* ^ fih. Ixxi. p. Boa. ^ Lucian, Hift, p. y6i. 
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mans 1>efiege(l Edeflz in the proTince of Ofrhocncj and 
gained many fimal vi£kof tea i mat Ofrfaocs was once forced 
to fave httnfoli by fwimming crofs the Tigris ; that the 
ParthtaiTs received a dreadfhl OTcrtbrow at Europai a city 
of Syria, on the Euphrates, a Kttic below Zeugma ; and 
that finally, Ofrhoes, who commanded the Parthian troops, 
having loft his army, was obliged to conceal himfelf in a 
Cave. 

While L. Verus indulged in all forts of pleafures at An- 
tioch, M. Aurelius made it his whole ftudy to reform, by 
his example, and wholefome laws, the manners of the Ro- 
mans, to redrefs abufes, to reward the virtuous, and reclaim 
the vicious rather by gentle means than feverity. The 
people enjo^d, under his nsild adminiftration, all the 
bleflings of liberty ; and were no lefs free than their an- 
ceftors had been in the beft times of the republic. He paid 
a greater deference to the fenatc than Antoninus himfelf 
had ever done, referring to that body the decifion of fuch 
caufes as belonged to his own tribunal, and undertaking no- 
thing without their advice ; to which he chearfully fubmit- 
ted. He never failed attending the fenate, delivering his 
opinion there like a private fenator. He adminiftered 
juftice in perfon with great afliduity and impartiality; 
heard with patience fuch as* complained of his miniilers ; 
and endeavoured as far as was conflftent with equity, to 
fatisfy all thofc who had recourfe to his judgment. He fuf- 
fered no criminal to be concibmned or executed, till he had 
examined with greet care and attention the charge, and 
heard what the perfon accufed could allege in his defence. 
He was naturally inclined to mercy; but neverthelefs 
punifhed fuch as were guilty of any enormous crime with 
the utmoft rigour. However, we have innumerable in- 
ftances of his clemency, and very few of his feverity. 

In the folloi^ing year L. Ulianas, or Lselianus, and Pa- 
ftor, being confuls, Statius Prifeus made himfelf mailer of 
Artaxata, and a place called The New City^ which foon 
became the hrft city of Armenia. Frifeus being foon after 
fent againft the Farthiahs, Martius Verus took upon him 
the command of the troops in Armenia. Partly by force, 
partly by his wife con duel and conciliating behavioar, he 
prevailed upon the Armenians to fubmit to the Romans, 
and to reftore Sohemns to the throne, who, being expelled 
by Vologefes, had refined fome time at Rome, been 
created a fenator, and honoured with a confuUhip On 
fcver^l medals of this year mention is made of the redudlion 

^ Dio, p. Sof, 
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of Arihenia by Verusi who, in Tome infcrlptionsi is laid 
to have given a king to Armenia Though he had no 
fliare in that conqueft ; yet the fenate diftinguilhed both 
him and M. Aurelius with the tide of Armeniacus, and both 
aflumed this year that of imperator, doubtlefs for the re- 
du£lion of Armenia. 

Next year, when Macrinius and Celfus were confulsj M. 
Aurelius fent his daughter Lucilla into Syria, to be married 
to L. Verus, to whom flie had been for fume time betroth- 
ed. She was attended by her lifter Cornificia, by Civica 
Pompeianus, uncle to L. verus by the father, and many 
other perfons of diftinftion. M. Aurelius would have 
willingly accompanied her in perfon into theEaft ; but parted 
with her at Brundufium, and returned to Rome, that he 
might not feem to aftiime to himfelf the glory of finiftiing 
the Parthian war In the fourth year of M. Aurelius’s 
reign, Gavius Orhtus and L. Arrius Pudens being confuls, 
Vologefes, having attacked the Romans at the head of a 
very numerous army, was totally defeated by Callius who, 
purfuing the advantages of his vi£fory, advanced to Cteft- 
phon, took that city, and laid the palace of the Parthian 
monarchs in afhes. He likewife fubdued Edefla, Babylon, 
and all Media. The city of Seleucia on the Tigris opened 
its gates to him, and received l^e Romans as friends ; but 
neverthelefs CafTius ordered the inhabitants, to the number 
of four hundred thoufand fouls, to be inhumanly maflacred, 
and the city to be entirely deftroyed. On his return, he loft 
great numbers of his men, who died of diftempers, or pe- 
riftied for want of provifions For thefe fuccefTes the fenate 
beftowed on L. Verus, though he had never moved from 
Antioch, the glorious title of the Conqueror of the 
Parthians and Medes, as appears from feveral ancient in- 
feriptions and medals of this and the following year The 
war being ended, Lucius Verus appointed lungs over the 
foreign nations which had fubmitted to Rome; and left the 
fenators, who had attended him, governors of the Roman 
provinces. 

Next year, Q^Gervilius Pudens land L. Fufidius Follio 
being confuls, L. Verus returned to Rome, which he en- 
tered in triumph with Aurelius, who took his children 
with him in the triumphal chariot. The title of Parthicus 
was given by the fenate to both emperors, and both aifum^ 
ed that of Father of their Country, which M. Aurelius had 

1 Occo, p. 3D3, 303. m Jal. Cap. p. 26. 2 Dio, p. 802. 

Lucian, Hill, p, 358. Amiuian. lib. xxiiL ■ Ogco, p. 283. Birag. 
p. iia, 236, 
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declined till the return of his brother. L. VeruSj after his 
triumph, intreated, that the title of Cxfar might be con- 
ferred on the two fons of M. Aurelius, to wit, Commodus 
and Annius Verus who accordingly received that mark of 
didinAion on the twelfth of Oftober. The return of L. 
Verus proved fatal to the whole world; for he carried the 
plague into all the provinces through which he pafled ; fo 
chat the infeffion not only fpread through Italy, but ex- 
tended to the mod didaiit countrie5.that were fubjeft to, or 
had any communication with Rome, or the Romans (A). 
M. Aurelius caufed fuch of the Roman people as died, to be 
buried at his own expence ; and enacted fome wholefome 
laws concerning burials and fepulchres, which were in force 
in Dioclefian’s time p. The plague was followed by a dread- 
ful famine, by earthquakes, inundations, and other cala- 
mities. At the fame time the Marcomanni, one of the 
mod warlike nations in Germany, invaded the empire, 
having drd drawn into their alliance all the barbarous na- 
tions which bordered on the Roman dominions, from Gaul 
to lllyricum ; namely, the Narifci, the Hermonduri, the 
Quadi, the Suevians, the Sarmatians, the Vi£bovales, Ro- 
xolani, Badern^e, Codobochi, Alani, Vandali, lazyges, and 
feveral other nations. 

This war, which, by the hidorians of thofe times, is 
called one of the greated Rome ever fudained, was begun 
while the flower of the Roman troops were employed in 
the Bad againd the Farthi^ns ; but fufpended for fome 
time by the addrefs of the commanders on the frontiers, 
that Rome might not be at the fame time engaged in two 
fuch dreadful conteds. The affairs of the £ad were no 
fooner fettled, and L. Verus returned to Rome, than M. 
Aurelius acquainted the fenate, that a war with the Mar- 
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Orof. lih. vii, cap. 15. 

parts of the world ( 1 ) ; but thofe, 
who wrote at this very time, 
and before the infeAion reach- 
ed rhe provinces of the Roman 
empire, aflure us, chat it began 
in Ethiopia, and was whence 
carried into Egypt, and from 
Egypt into the countiy of the 
Parthians, where it infected L. 
Verus’s army (z). 


(1} Ammian. lib. xiiii. p. 351, 153. (s) Lucian> dc Hid. p> 35 f, 
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coman^i waB inevit^leji and of fuch confequencei that it 
required the prefence of both emperors \ for M. Aurelius 
was unwilling to commit the whole manaeenicnt of the 
^r to Verus, judging him unfit to conduQ; it with fuc- 
cefs \ and| on the other band, dreading to leave him at 
Rome, where he began to be daily more and more defpifed, 
for his enormous debaucheries. The fenate approved his 
BfM im~ propofal ; fo that both emperorsj after having offered an in- 
f€rori f§i finite number of facrificfles, and implored, by all forts of ce- 
•ut from remonies, both foreign and Roman, the proteQion of the 
gods, left Rome about the clofe of the year, in their mili- 
tary drefs, and haftened to Aquileia, to make the neccffary 
preparations for taking the field early in the fpring 

The next confuls were tlv; emperor L. Verus the third 
time, and M. Quadratus, nephew to the emperor Antoninus 
Pius. In the fpring the two emperors took the field, and 
their approach ftruck the enemy with fuch terror, that they 
repaffed the Danube, and even put the authors and pro- 
moters of the war to death. The Quadi, whofe king was 
dead, promifcil not to crown the perfon whom they had 
chofen in his room, without the confent and approbation of 
^ht Mafm the emperors. Mod of the nations, who had ta){:en aims, 
nmattni difpatched ambafladors either to the emperors, or their ge- 
i|erals, to make their fubmiffion, and implore pardon for 
German h^yjijg difturbed ths peace of the empire. Verus, who had 
left the diverfions of the city muen againft his will, and 
* panted after them, wiflied to return immediately to Rome \ 
but M. Aurelius, fufpeCling the fincerity of the Barbariajas, 
continued fome time at Aquileia, fortifying that place with 
new works ; then pafTed, together with Verusi the neigh- 
bouring Alps nrovided with great care foy the fafety of 
Italy and lllyrlcum ; and returned to Rome about the end 
of this year ^ Apronianus and Faulus being confuls the 
fecond time, the war feems to have broken out again ; for 
it appears horn fcvcral ancient inferiptions, that both 
princes received this year the title of imperator; which was 
never done but on occafion of fome fignal fuccefs * : and in 
the chronicle of Eufebius wc read, Biat the Romans gained 
Aifl year an important vi(%ory over the Marcomanni, Quadi, 
Sarmttians, and Dacians'. Ncxtycar^ in the.cpnfulate of 
QjSpfius Prifeus and P- Cqelius Apolhnaris, the Germans, 
nQtwithftandifig their late defeat, renewed the war yri^h 
more vigour ^han ever^ infomuch that both emperors left 
Rome in the depth of winter, and returned to Aquileia, 

I Jul- C^p. in M Aur. p. a«. & » Dio, jp. M, Jul. Cip- 
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with a defign to attack the Barbarians ; but the plague be- 
ginning to rage with great violence, they haltily returned 
CO the metropolis. As they were travelling on the road in 
the fame chariot, L. Verus was feized with an apoplexy 
near Altinum. M. Aurelius caufed him to^be immediately 
taken out of the carriage, and blooded ; by which means 
he brought him alive to Altinum, where he lay three 
days fpeechlefs, and then died, at the age of thirty- nine 
years, having reigned eight, andfotne months". M. Aure- 
lius conveyed his body to Rome ; caufed it to be interred 
with extraordinary pomp by that of his father L. Csfar, in 
the maufoleum of Adrian i prevailed upon the fenate, not- 
withflanding the hatred they bore him, to rank him among 
the gods ; appointed him priefls and facrifices ; and took 
particular care of all his relations, even of his wicked 
and debauched freedmen, whom, however, he banifhed the 
court, retaining only one of that herd, named £cle£^us, 
who afterwards murdered his fon Commodus, as wc lhall 
relate hereafter. 

L. Verus was a prince entirely abandoned to all manner 
of lewdnefs and debauchery. He pafTed his whole time in 
revels and banquets, often fcouring the ftreets in the night, 
and committing great diforders in the public-houfes and 
ftews, which he ufed to frequent in difguife, and mix with 
tbe mob, by whom he was often roughly handled. During 
his four years ftay in Syria, he was fo immerfed in plea- 
fures, and lewd amours, tihat he was with diEculty pre- 
vailed upon by his /officers to march twice to the banks of 
the Euphrates, whence he hallencd hack to Daphne, one 
of the fuburbs of Aiitioch, a place fo infamous for all kind 
of lewdnefs, that to live after the manner of Daphne,*' 
was become a proverb to exprefs the moft difTolute and 
luxurious way of living. In that place Verus abandoned 
himfelf, without rellraint, to all forts of abominations^ 
while his generals were carrying on the war againit the 
Parthians, and their allies. His conduQ gave occafion to 
many fevere lampoons, the Antiochians being greatly ad- 
didled to fatire but V^rus preferred Ids pleafures to his 
reputation : he brought with him put of Syria a great num- 
ber of comedians, players, and buffoons, and pafled aiofl of 
his time in their company. Soon after his return to Rome, 
he was faid to have fpenc at one enter tainmetit fix millions 
of fellerces ; for he prefented each of the guefts, who were 
twelve in number, with crowns of gold^ and with all the 

^ Jul. Cap. ia M. Aur* p. afl. Ac in Vcr. p. 39. Calcil. Progt tom. 
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gold and lilver plate, great part of which waa adorned with 
jewels, which they Had made afe of during the banquet, 
and likewife with golden boxes filled with precious orna- 
ments'; and, at their parting, he beftowed on each of them 
a chariot, and mules richly caparifoned, to carry them 
home. He turned the palace, fays the writer of his life, 
into a tavern; for, after he had fupped with M. Aurelius, 
he ufed to withdraw to his own company, and pafs the 
whole night in drinking with his debauched companions, 
and lewd women. 

His fond- ^ horfe named Celer, or the Swift, 

nefj for a that he erected a fiatue to him in gold, fed him with raifms 
horje, and almonds, covered him with purple, ordered him to be 
kept in a room of the palace, s^d, when he died, dedicated 
a ftately monument to his memory on the Vatican. He 
fuffered his flaves to be as free with him at all times, as 
they were with their mailers, according to the Roman 
cullom during the feall of Saturn ; and was entirely go- 
verned by them, his freedmen, and his concubines. He 
built a magnificent villa on the Clodian Way, where he 
fpent mod of his time in revelling with his freedmen, and 
fuch women as were infamous for their lewdncfs. He once 


Aun^ 
iiuT is fttid 


caufed him 


to be mur- 


Aend.' 


invited M. Aurelius, who complied with his invitation, and 
ftaid five days with him, hoping to reclaim him from his 
vices by the example of his regular and blamelefs conduA ; 
but, finding he was not to be reformed, the good emperor 
bore with him paciently, dilTemMed his diforders, concealed 
them as much as lay in his power, and> even endeavoured 
to excufe them. However, it was privately whifpered 
abroad, that Verus’s horrible exceffes, and his arbitrary 
manner of proceeding after his return from the;£ail, occa- 
lioned a mifunderllanding between him and M. Aurelius, 
who was thought to have intimated in his fpeech to the fe- 
nate, that he was not much grieved for the death of his 
colleague, which enabled him to do good to all without 
controul or rellraint; and, as the bell of princes are often 
malicioufly cenfured, M. Aurelius was faid to have delivered 
himfelf from fo trdublefome a collebgue, either by poifon, 
or by ordering his phyfician Fofidippus to let him blood at 
an improper time 

Mi Aurelius, now delivered from fo vicious and trouble- 
fome a partner, made it his whole lludy to oblige all with 
his engaging behaviour, and unbounded generofity. He 
feemed to excel not only his predecelTors, but even himfelf, 
governing with the utmoll moderation and mildnefs *. The 
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tteceilrary prepantions for the war with the MarComanni m. jiarili- 
ingrol&d at this time his ^hole care and attention. His mpnparet 
lieutenants gained, it feems, fomc advantages over chat for- 
midable enemy in the very beginning of the enfuing year, * 

while M. Cornelius Cethegus, and C. Erucius Clarus Were manni, 
confuls ; for foon after the death of L. Verus, he cook up^ 
on him the title of imperatorj as appears from feveral me- 
dals and inferiptions Howeverj the Marcomanni foon 
refumed their courage, and fallitfg upon Vindez, captain 
of the guards, cut both him and molt of his army in 
pieces *. After this vi£tory, they approached the Roman 
territories, where they were met by the flower of the troops 
of the empire. A bloody battle cnfuedi which lafted many 7'^^ 
hours, both the Romans and* Barbarians fighting with in- 
credible courage and refolution ; but at length the Romans great ^ 
were utterly defeated, and put to flight, after having loft flaughttr^ 
near twenty thoufand men. The Marcomanni purfued the 
fugitives to the very wails of Aquileia; which city they 
muft have taken, had not the Roman generals rallied their 
men with aftonifhing (kill and condud. The Barbarians 
entered Italy itfelf, committing cvery-where moft dreadful 
devaftations *. The news of this fatal overthrow filled 
Rome with terror and confl^ernation. As the plague, which 
flill raged in moft provinces of the empire, had greatly 
weakened the army, flaves, gladiators, and even the ban- 
ditti of Dalmatia and Dardania, were admitted among the 
troops. Befides, M. AureAus prevailed upon fntne mer- 
cenary Germans to*ferve againft their countrymen. 

Thus a confiderable army was foon railed \ but as money 
was wanting to pay them, and defray the other charges of 
fo dangerous a war, the emperor, not being able to prevail ^ 
upon himfelf to burden his people with new taxes, expofed 
to public fale the furniture of the palace, the gold and fil- ptatejew- 
ver plate, all the valuable pidlures and ftatues belonging to ^nd 
the crown, and even his wife’s rich garments embroidered richjum'f 
with gold, with a curious collection of pearls, which Adrian 
had purchafed during his long progrefs^ through the pro- 
Vinces of the empire, and depofited in a”particular cabinet, chargtsof 
called Adrian’s Cabinet. The falc lafted two months, and thtwaro 
produced fuch an immenfe fum as enabled the cmpCror to 
relieve the people this year, when proviGons were very dear, 
with an extraordinary largefs ^ to defray the charges of a 
flve years expenGve war ; and to buy back, at the end of 
the conteft, part of what he had fold, srllowing, however, 

* Dio, Jib. Ixxi. 
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the buyers full liberty to keep their purchafes, or return 
thenij and take their money again When he was upon 
the point of fetting out from Rome, he married his daugh- 
ter Lucilla, the widow of L. Verus, to Claudius Pom- 
peianuSi who was origiiTally of Antioch, and the fon of a 
private Roman knight, but a perfon of extraordinary merit, 
famed for his wifdom and integrity, which M. Aurelius 
ever preferred to wealth and nobility However, neither 
Lucilla herfclf, nor her njother Fauftina, were pleafed with 
the match. Lucilla retained the title of Augufta, and all 
the badges of fovereignty Before the emperor left 
Rome, his fon Anuius Verus C^far died at Paleftrina, in 
the feventh year of his age. M. Aurelius loved him with 
all the tendernefs of a father ; but neverthclefs bore his 
death with great firmncfs, cotifoling the emprefs Fauftina, 
and the phyficians, who arc fald to have occafioned his 
death by opening unfeafonably a fwelling under his car. 
n he emperor fet out at length for Germany, leaving his fon 
Commodus at Rome, under the care of Pitholaus, his chief 
chamberlain, with injundlions to employ none but Galen, 
in cafe hia fon (hould be taken ill during his abfence. 

The Baibariahs laid wafte feveral provinces of the empire, 
and defeated great armies. The Marcomaniii and the Van- 
dals made themfelves matters of Pannonra, and held itfome 
time. The Caftobochi over-ran Greece, and advanced as far 
as Elatea, a famous city of Phocis in Achaia*, they pillaged 
cities, and committed on all fi^es dreadful devaftations 
However, they were at length vanquifhed by M. Aurelius, 
who, during this bloody and deftrudlivb war, gave innu- 
iheiaWe inftances of extraordinary prudence and condudt, 
choofing rather to prolong the war, and tire out the enemy, 
than'cxpofe his men to unneceffary dangers. The foldiers, 
animated by the example of their leader, behaved with un- 
common bravery ; and the captains of the guards, as welt 
as the other generals, fignalizcd themfelves in a very emi- 
nent manner ^ The Marcomanni, Q^di, Sarmatiahs, and 
Vandals, were con drained to abandonPannonia, and retire 
beyond the Danube- The emperor, purfued ; and coming 
up with their army, as they were palling that river, gave 
them a dreadful ovcrthrcAv. The lazyges Were twice de- 
feated|*firft in Pannoniai and the fecOnd titne as they were 

b Jill. Cap. in Aut. p. Cutrop. dc Bii*ag. p-m. ^ Lamp. 
in Comm. p. 48 . Herodbn, lib. i. p. 464 . * Jul. Cap. p- 3 ^- 
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crofling the Danube on the ice (B). Pompeianus, the em- 
peror’s fon-in-law, who commanded a body of troops, de- 
firing to have Pertinax joined in the commiffion with him, 

M. Aurelius readily complied with his requeft, though he 
had, not long before, upon feme complaints, deprived Per- 
rinax of an employment which he held in Dacia. Pertinax 
was attended with great fuccefs in his new commifTion ; 
which induced the emperor to admit him into the feiiate. Ptrtinax 
Being foon after convinced, thaf the complaints brought 
againft him were altogether groundlefs, to repair the injury 
he had done him, he honoured him with prxtorial orna- 
ments, and appointed him governor of Rhxtia and Nori- 
cum, whence he drove the Germans, who had made an ir- 
ruption into that province ; and was, on that account, not- 
withllanding the meannefs of his birth, raifed by the em- 
peror to the confular dignity 

Before the war with the Marcomanni was ended, an- Diflurb- 
other broke out in Egypt, the robbers and fliepherds of that *« 
country, who were numerous, taking up arms at the infti- 
gatlon of their priefts, and committing dreadful diforders. 

Being headed by Ilidorus, a man of great refolution and 
intrepidity, they killed a Roman centurion, and fome fol- 
djers, by treachery. Thi^ Egyptians joining them in great 
numbers from all parts, they defeated the Roman troops in 
a pitched battle, over-ran the whole country, and would 
have made themiclves mailers of Alexandria itfelf, had not 
Caflius, whom M. Aurelius had appointed governor of Sy- 
ria, marched ^gainll them. Cafhus was reckoned the heft 
commander of his age, and had fignalized himfelf both in the 
Parthian and Giermau wars. However, he did not think it 
prudent to engage fo bold and defperate an enemy ; but 
having found means to fow diviAons among them, he ob- vihUkatM 
liged them at laft to fubmJt, and Jay down their arms ^ 

Caflius, having thus quelled ^tbe diilurbances in Egypt, ^ 
marched into Armenia and Arabia, where he performed 
great exploits. At the fame time the Moors over-ran almofk 
all Spain, ravaging that country M^ith {ire and fword^^but 
were in the end expelled by the emperor’s lieutenants. 

■ 

K Dio, p. Sip. Jul Cap. in Fertip. p, 54. Di6, p. 803. 

Vulcat. Gallican. in Viti Ca/T. 

(B) A Roman foldier, who manner, threw himfelf, armed 
was upon guard during the night as he was, into the river, crolT- 
near [he Danube, hearing one ed it, refeued hii felJow-foldier, 
of his comrades, who had been and returned with him to hia 
taken by the Barbarians, crying pod, 
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Severusi afterwards emperor, was at that time qilxllor of 
the province of Bytica *- There were likewife fome com^ 
motions in the country of the Sequani, now the Franchc- 
Comte ; but thefc the emperor compofed with his autho- 
rity, and a little feafonablc feverity. The next confuls were 
Herennianus and Severus, pncle to the emperor of that 
name, who, at his requeft, was by M. Aurelius admitted 
into the fenate During their adminiftration, a great dif- 
pute ariiing between Hergdes Atticus and the city of Athens, 
the emperor Teemed inclined to favour the latter ; a circum- 
{fance which To provoked Herodes, who was a man of a 
violent and fiery temper, that when the caufe came to be 
decided by the emperor then refiding at Sirmium, now Sir* 
mich, in Fannonia, inftead of pleamng with his ufual elo- 
quence, he launched into bitter and fcurrilous inveftives 
againft Aurelius, affirming, amongft other things, that he 
fufTered himfelf to be governed by a woman, and an infant 
pnly three years old, for the emprefs Fauilina, and her young 
daughter, inftrudfed by her, had interceded with the em- 
peror in behalf of the Athenians. When he had done 
railing againft the emperor, BaiTseus, captain of the guards, 
told him, that his infolent behaviour might perhaps cofl 
him his life : but Herodes, without fhewing the lead con- 
cern or remorfe, anfwered, thal» a man of his age had no- 
thing to fear*, and immediately withdrew. 

The emperor heard him the whole time quite unconcern- 
ed ; and when he withdrew, addrefling the Athenian de- 
puties, You may allege your rcafons ^ (faid he), though 
Herodes has not been plealed to urge his.” He liflened to 
them with great attention, and could not help fhedding 
ttvs when they deferibed the cruel and arbitrary proceed- 
ings of Herodes and his freedmen, who had opprefled the 
people in a moft tyrannical manner. However, the cm- 
peror did not condemn Herodes, but only his freedmen , 
and the^punifhmcnt which he inflifted upon them was very 
flight, and no-way anfwerable to their crimes To all he 
reiiiitted part of it, and to one, named Alcimedon, the 
whole, thinking him fufiiciently puniflied by the death of 
his two daughters, who were killed by lightning after their 
arrival^at Sirmium. Some time after, Herodes complained 
that the emperor did not honour him, as he had done for- 
merly, with his letters; and the humane prince immedi- 
ately fent him an anfwer, replete with the moft tender and 
Anccrc exprefllons of friendfhip. Next year, when Maxi- 
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in\i9 And Or&tns vrcrc confulsi M. Aurelius gAincA conli- 
derable advantages over the Germans; for on all the me- 
dals oE this year, mention is made of his vi£tories in Ger* 
many, and on lome he is ftyled Germanicus-, which title 
was alEo heftowed on his (on Commodus th'u year, on the 
fifteenth of Oflober"*. The next confuls were M. Aure- 
lius Severus the fecondtime, and T. Claudius Fompeianus, 
during whofe adminiilration nothing happened which hif- 
torians have thought worth tranfmitting to pollerky. 

But in the courfe of the enfuing year, when Gallus and ^ l^li 
Flaccus were confuls^ M. Aurelius, by an event feemingly 
miraculous, efcaped h^ing cut ofF with his whole army, u, c. 913,' 

This event happened bc^yond the Danube, in the country of ^ 

the Quadi, where M. Aurelius was making war, and near M. Aur§~ 
the river Gran, which rifing from the mountains of North ^ 
Hungaiy, falls into the Danube oppofite the ancient city of 
Strigonium, to which the Dan gives its name The bat- 
tie was begun by the enemy’s llingers and archers, who, with his 
from the oppofite banks of the Dan, galled the Romans fo luhoU ar~ 
fcverely, that the emperor thought it advifeable to pafs the 
river, and diflodgethem^ apaffage which was effe£led ac- 
cordingly, not without great flaughter on both fides : but 
the enemy retiring in good order, as it had been concert- 
ed among them before, drew the Romans, who advanced 
with more bravery than condufi, into a difad vantage- 
ous fituation, among barren mountains, quite deltitute df 
water. There, clofing tl^cir ranks, they defended them- 
felves with great bravery, and repulfed the enemy, who, 
giving over the Attack, feized the avenues, and blocked 
them up on all fides, hoping to reduce by famine thufe 
whom they could not overcome by force of arms. The Ro- 
mans finding themfelves thusenclofed among barren moun- 
tains, exhaufted with their wounds, and the fatigues of the 
battle, opprefTed with heat, and tormented with an iiifuf- 
ferable drought, attempted to cut themfelves a way through 
the midft of the enemy; but all their cflbrts proving unfuc- 
cefsful, they found themfelves obliged to continue under 
arms, without being^ble cither to figjit or retire. In this 
deplorable extremity both foldiers and officers began to 
abandon themfelves to dcfpair,* while the ernperor, more • 
affedled with the miferies of the foldiers than his own, 
flew through the ranks, endeavouring to raife their droop- 
ing fpirits ; but as they law no poffiblc means of cfcaping 
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the prefent 'danger, bis words were ineffeflu&l, and no- 
thing was heard but groans and lamentations, nothing fecn 
but marks of the utmoft defpair. 

In this diflreft, when they expcAed every moment to be 
either cut in pieces, or to become a prey to the barbarous 
enemy who furrounded them, clouds appeared fuddehly 
gathering in the air ; the fky was overcaft, and, to their in- 
*rhtyari expreffiblc joy, rain fell in great plenty ; which the fainting 
relttyed^ foldiers received, holding tneir mouths, helmets, andbuck- 
“P heaven, as they are reprefented on the famous 
column of Antoninus at Rome. In this fituation the bar- 
barians attacked them ; fo that they were obliged at the 
fame time to drink and fight; for they were fo opprelTed 
with drought, that fuch as were wounded, drank their own 
blood mixed with the water w^ich they had received in their 
helmets. As they were more eager to quench their thirft 
than to repulfe the enemy, they mull have been all cut in 
pieces, had they not been refeued by a dreadful florm of 
hail, attended with thunder and lightning, which difeharg- 
ed itfelf upon the Barbarians, as they advanced to the at- 
tack. Thus were feen at the fame time fire and water de- 
feending from heaven ; water to refrefh the Romans^ and 
fire to deftroy their eqcipies; for either no fire defeended 
upon the Romans, or what fell was immediately extinguilh- 
cd ; while the rain which fell upon the Barbarians was fo far 
from overcoming the flames which confumed them, that, 
on the contrary, it redoubled their violence, as if it had 
not been water but oil. The enemy^ thus deftitute of 
water in the midft of a heavy fhower, were obliged either 
to wound themfelves, in order to extinguifh with their 
blood the devouring flames, or to have reepurfe to the Ro- 
mans, and throw themfelves upon the mercy of M. Aure- 
lius, who received and entertained them with great huma- 
nity ”(C). After fo glorious a viAory M. Aurelius was 

pro- 

^ Dio, lib.lxxi. p. 805, Bo6i. 


(E) Thus Dio Cafhus relates 
this memorable evenc| fo much 
celebrated \)y Apollinans, Trr- 
tuHian, vEufebius, Julius Papi- 
folinus, Themiflius in his ora- 
tion before Theodofi us, St. Je- 
rom, Gregory of Nyfla, the 
f oct Claudian, and the chroni- 
tip pf Alexandria. It was e^- 

(■)Thcniift- 


graved on the famous column 
of- Antoninus, with the other 
exploits of M. Aurelius during 
the Marcomannic war, and on 
another which Themiflius tells 
U3 he had feen ( 1 ) . The truth 
of this event has been unlver- 
fally acknowleged both by the 
{^fariflian and Pagan mters, 
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proclaimed emperor the feventh time, and the emprefs 
Fauftina was honoured by the fenate with the title of Afater 
Cajirorum^ ot the Another of jirmies^. 

Marcus Aurelius could not| however, be yet pievailed 
upon by his friends to leave Germany, and return to Rome, 
being defirous to reduce the countries of the Marcomanni 
and the Sarmatians to the Rate of Roman provinces, not 
through vanity and ambition, but becaufe he found by ex- 
perience that he could not rely upon their fidelity. This 
defign he would have compafled, had he not been inter- 
rupted in the midR of his conqueftsby the revolt of Caflius, 
which we fhall relate hereafter. He continued in Germany 
gieat part of the following year, when Pifo and Julianus 
were confuls ; and having quartered twenty thoufand men 
in the countries of the (^acU and Marcomanni, haralTed 
thefe two nations fo dreadfully, that they refolved to aban- 
don their native foil. But M. Aurelius having leceived 
timely notice of their defign, prevented them from putting 
it in execution ; fo that their fields being laid walte, and all 
communication with the neighbouring nations cut off, they 
were at lad condrained by famine to fend ambaifadors to TJn Mar- 
the emperor, and fiie for peace. The Quadi, at the fame ^omanni 
tirne, releafed all the Roman deferters, and thirteen thou- 
fand prifonerSi whom they*had taken during the war ; and 
by that prefent obtained a peace, upon condition that they ^ 

(hould not for the future trade within the Roman domi- 
nions, nor fettle within fix miles of the Danube. But this 
peace was Ihort-liv^d ; for the Quadi, inftead of executing 
the articles of their agreement, joined the lazyges, who 
were dill in arms, and drew over the Marcomanni. At 

p Dio, p. 80S. 

who iicverthelefs difagree as to fliower was owing to the em- 
the authors of it. Dio Cadius peror’s own prayers. In the 
aferibes it to a celebrated magi- above mentioned column of (he 
clan of Egypt, named Arnu- Antonin!, it is by the Pagans 
phis, who attended the emperor aferibed to their Thundering 
ia this war (2); Suidas^ to a Jupiter. Bur all the ChriHian 
magician, named Julianus, who writers aflure us, that fo fignal 
was originally of Chaldsa, and a favour was granted byjieaven 
wrote feveral books of ma- to the prayers of the Chrifiian 
gic (3). Julius Capitolinus (4), foldiers who ferved in the Ro- 
Themiltius (j), and the poet man army. 

Claudian (6), pretend that this 

(t)Dio, p. 105, 806. (3) Soid. p. 439, (4) Jul- Cap. 

in M. Aur. p. 3z. (5) Themiit. Qrsit.xv. (6J Claud, in 

toofi Honor. p, i^ii , 
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the fame time they called Furtius, their king, for difap- 
promg their jneahiKS, and, of their own authority, ap- 
pointed Ariogefes in his room ; which condudt M. Aure- 
lius refented fo highly, that though the Quadi promifed to 
(et at liberty fifty thoufand Roman captives, upon condition 
that he concluded a peace with them, and confirmed Ario- 
gefes in the title of king, the emperor would ijot hearken 
to the propofal, but, on the contrary, proferibed the new 

prmce, and fct a price ppon bis head. 

In confei|ucncc of this profeription, the Quadi, being 
joined by the Marcomanni, the lazyges, the Buri, the Na- 
rifei, and many other nations, attacked the Romans ^ hut 
rhtj n- after a long, bloody, and obftinate difpute, totally 

* defeated. Ariogefes himfelf was taken prifoner, and brought 
to the emperor, who, notwfthfianding his late menaces and 
generoufly Ipared his life, and contented him- 
felf with confining the captive to the city of Alexandria, 
the metropolis of Egypt «. After this vidory mpft nations 
in Germany fent deputies to implore peace, offering to fub- 
mit to fuch terms as ihe emperor Ihould think fit to impofe. 
The Quadi feem to have continued in arms till the reign of 
rhe Mar- Com^dus. The Marcomanni, after fuch repeated Ioffes, 
fubmitted, and obtained a peace, upon condition that they 
natiim ob- Ihould not fettle within five miles of the Danube. Zan- 
foin n tiches, king of the lazyges, wailed on M. Aurelius in per- 
ftaci. attended by all the great men of the nation ; and was 

received into favour, but obliged to retire with his people 
farther from the Danube than the Marcomanni. They were 
a very powerful and warlike people, and had taken above 
a hundred thoufand prifoners during this war, whom they 
reftored to liberty upon the conclufion of the peace. Be- 
fides, they fupplied M. Aurelius with a body of eighteen 
thoufand horfemen, of whom he immediately fent five 
thoufand into Britain, where the Romans were threatened 
with a new war. The Buri, Narifci, and other German i 
nations, obtained peace upon fuch terms as the emperor j 
would never have granted, had he not been obliged to put 
an end to this war in order to lead his troops againft Caf- 
JviJiai fius, whofc revolt was likely to bring dreadful calamities ^ 
Caffiufri- upQn the empire, as it*' had already raifed the courage of | 
mtu, .V c L • 

tnC Dsrb^risns* ■ j ^ 

Hisn- Avidius Caffius, whom we have frequently mentioned ; 
traSim, j„ Parthian and Egyptian wars, was, as tome authors i 
write, defeended by the mother from the ancient family o | 
the Callii. His father, Avidius Severus, raifed himfeu, | 

1 TXo, p. loB. k in Excerpt, Vil. p. 717, | 

according 
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according to the author of his life from the degree of a 
centurion to the firft employments of the ftate ; and was, 
on account of his extraordinary parts, defeiredly favoured 
by the emperor, M. Aurelius, but died before the revolt of 
his fdn (D). He was remarkable for maintaining difciplinc 
among the troops ; but his feverity, according to Vulca^ 
tius, favoured cruelty ; for if any foldier was found to 
have taken any thing by violence from the people of the 
provinces, he caufed him to be iipmediately crucified in 
the place where the i^€t was committed : fome he ordered 
to be burnt alive, others, chained together, to be thrown 
into a river, or into the fea. He punilhed deferters by cut- 
ting oiF their hands and legs, faying, that the fight of a cri- 
minal, living in mifery, made a deeper impreflion than his 
being put to death at one blow? As he had been attended 
with wonderful fuccefs againft the Parthians, M. Aurelius, 
in his firft war with the Marcomanni, fenc him againft the 
Sarmatians, their confederates. While he was encamped 
near the Dajiube, fome auxiliaries of his army, upon in- 
telligence that the enemy Jay carelcfsly on the banks of that 
river, went without his knowlege to attack them, killed 
three thoufand, and returned to the camp loaded with booty. 
Their centurions, who had projeffed this enterprize, and 
headed them in the aflionf expefled fome great reward 
from Caflius, for having, with a handful of men, killed 
fuch a number of the enemy, while the tribunes and other 
officers had negle£led fo favourable an opportunity. But 
Caffius, confidering^this as a bad precedent, which might 
be attended with worfe confequences, inftead of rewarding 
the centurions, caufed them all to be feized, and crucified 
like flayes. This feVerity occafioned a mutiny in the army ; 
but Caffius, without betraying the leaft fear, appeared un- 
armed in the midft of the incenfed multitude, crying aloud 
to them, ‘‘Kill me; and to your neglect of duty, add, 
if you dare, the murder of your general." This intrepi- 
dity damped their fury ; and, no one daring to utter a fingle 

' Vulcat, Galilean, in CafTii^ 

(D) Such is the account moua Caflius, who killed Czfar 
which VulcatiLiB Gallicanus theDi£lator; and adds, fhat he 
gives uB of hiB extraction. But was originally of Cyrrhum in 
another hiflorian writes, that Syria, and the fon of Heliodo- 
Caflius himlelf owned, that he ruB, who had the good fortune 
had nothing, except the name, Co raifehimfelfby his eloquence 
common to him with the fa- to the government of Egypt (7). 

(7) Dio, lib. Ixxi. p. 810. Arillid. Orat. xavi» 
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word of complaint^ they returned to their tents, and thence- 
forth made it their principal iludy to learn and obferve the 
military laVirs, knowing they ferved under a general who 
could not, by any fears or menaces, be prevailed upon to 
wink at their faults, or fufFer them to pafs unpuniflied. 
This inftance of feverity made fucb a deep impreflion upon 
the minds of the Sarmatians, that, defpairing to conquer a 
people thus rigid in military difcipline, and the rules of 
war, they immediatelyfcnt ambaiTadors to the emperor to 
implore peace for a hundred years ■. 

After the firft Marcomannic war, he was, by M. Aure- 
lius appointed governor of Syria, the emperor efteemirg 
him the beft qualified of any in the empire to reftore the 
ancient difcipline, entirely pcglcftedby the troops quarter- 
ed in that province- Nor was he miftaken in his judgment ; 
for in a few months the moft difiblute were reclaimed from 
their pleafures and luxurious manner of living, the ancient 
difcip/line was revived, and the whole army thoroughly re- 
formed. Cafiius, upon his arrival at Antioch^ ordered all 
the foldiers and officers to repair immediately to their co- 
lours ; publilhed a proclamation, forbidding them, on pain 
of being caihiered, to appear at Daphne ; every feventh 
day examined their cloaths, arms, and equipages ; and fre- 
quently obliged them to perform their exercifes in a body, 
faying, it wasaftiameful thing that wreftlers and gladiators 
fhould be continually exercifed, and not foldiers, whofe la- 
bours are leflened in proportifln as they become accuftomed 
to them'. As for Caffius’s other quaiiitics, the author of 
his life reprefents him as a man endowed with great virtues, 
which, however, were allayed with enormous vices ; info- 
much that he was by many ftylcd a fecond Catiline. 

Dio Caffius fpeaks of him, not only as an eminent com- 
mander, but as a perfon equal to, and in every refpeft 
worthy of, the fovereign power He alwajfs abhorred an 
abfolute and monarchical government, and is thought to 
hiwe had nothing elfc in view, when he revolted, but to re- 
ftore the common\yealth to its former authority. He had 
been chai^ged wLtH a defign of depofing Antoninas Pius ; but 
biB father, who was a Qf great intereft at court, having 
prep^dfelTcd the emperor in hw favour, the accufation was 
dfopt. ■ However, he was thenceforth regarded as a dif- 
aipe^cd perfon. When he commanded in the Parthian 
Wlr under L. Verus, that prince fufpefting him, and in- 
doM, not without reafon, wrote, concerning his defigns 


B Vulcal. Gall, in Caflioi p. 
)ib. Ixxi- p. His* • 


I Idem ibid. p. 47. 


D DiOf 



^hi Roman Hifiory. 

to M. AureliuSj his partner in the empire. But the cni- 
peror took no notice of the charge brought againft him i 
for, upon the return of Caflius from the £aft, where he 
had performed great exploits, he put him at the head of an 
army which he fent againft the Sarmatians, and afterwards 
appointed him governor of Syria. In the mean time the 
Marcomanni, and other German nations, renewing the 
war with great vigour, Caflius embraced that opportunity 
to feizc the empire. Some authors vvrite, that the emprefs 
Fauflina, being well apprifed that her fon Commodus was 
altogether unqualified for the fovereign power, and fearing 
that whoever might ufurp it, would deflroy her and her 
little children, folicited Caflius to declare himfelf emperor 
as foon as he fliould hear the news of M. Aureliu’s death, 
and promifed, in that cafe, tohaarryhim. They add, that He ajfume$ 
a report being fpread of the emperor’s death, Caflius im- the title nf 
mediately caufed himfelf to be proclaimed in his room ; ftnpereri 
and that, though the rumour proved afterwards falfe, he 
found himfelf too deeply engaged to recede. Others clear 
Fauflina from being privy to the deflgn of Caflius (£), and 
tell us, that the report of the emperor’s death was propa- 
gated by Caflius himfelf, in order to induce the governors 
of the eaftern provinces to join him, M. Aurelius being 
greatly beloved, and his foi^no lefs hated Be that as it and is 
will, he foon reduced all the countries beyond Mount Taurus, jeined ^ 
and Egypt itfclf, Flavius Calvifius, governor of that pro- 

w Vulcat, Gall, m CalT. p. 43. 


(£) Vulcatius Gallkanus, to 
clear the emprefa from this 
charge, produces two letters, 
written by her to M. Aurelius, 
on occafion of this revolt. In 
one (he exprefles herfelf thus : 
" My mother Fauftina, in the 
time of the defeflion of Celfus, 
advifed your father, Antoninus 
Pius, to fliew his kindnefs in 
ihc firft place to his oum family, 
and next to others. . And cer- 
tainly it is incumbent upon 
eirery good prince to take care 
of his wife and children. Your 
ton Commodus is yet very 
young, and yoUr fon-in^aw, 
Poiiipeia(nuB| is adivanifed in 


years, and a ftranger. Do not 
therefore fpare men, who, had 
they conquered would neither 
have fpated you nor your wife 
and children. You will hear 
from Cccilius, whom 1 fliaU 
fend to you, what reports have 
been fpread of you by^tbe wife 
of Camus, by his fon", and by 
his fon-in-]^w, &c.” In the 
other letter flie prefles him toi 
purfte Caflius and his accom- 
plices with the utmoft fet erity, 
if be loves her and his children ; 
afliiring him, that if he ne^- 
IcdU Co puailh themr, they will 
DOC ^il to depofe hini (B). 


(T) Vulcat. GilL in Viti CaiL 
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vinccf hAviii| declared in Ms favour. The troops !n Bi-< 
^nia was Itkewire inclined to his partyj but reftrained by 
Ciodius Albinos their commander, of whom we fliall have 
occaHon to fpeak hereafter. Several foreign princes and 
nations efpoufed his caufei but none with more zeal than 
the Jews 

Martius VeruSj governor of Cappadocia, was the hrft 
who informed the emperor of this revolt. M. Aurelius 
Concealed it for fome time ; but when he found it divulged 
by public fame, he acquainted the army with it in a very 
Judicious and modeft fpeech, only complaining of the un- 
grateful return which Caflius made him f^or the kindnefs he 
ever had, and (hould ever have for him, notwithllanding 
his revolt, as he hoped to evince, as foon as he had brought 
him to a fenfe of his duty. Neither did Caf&us, on his 
part, utter any injurious refleflions againft M. Aurelius, 
but only charged him with neglefling the moft important 
affairs of the flate to attend the lludy of philofophy, and 
with fufferiiig, through an ezcefs of clemency, many dif- 
orders, which it was incumbent upon him, as emperor, to 
corredl. In the mean while M. Aurelius, having termi- 
nated the war with the Marcomanni, and other German 
nations, as the time approached for his Ton Commodus to 
afTume the manly robe, fent for him from Rome, and gave 
him it with the ufual ceremonies, on the (eventh of July, 
ordering, on that occafion, confiderable fums to be diflri- 
buted among the Roman pebple The fenate were no 
fooner informed of the revolt of Caflius^ than they declared 
him a public enemy, and confifcated bis eftaCe, which the 
emperor commanded to be returned, not into his private 
but into the public treafury. 

Aun^ At length M. Aurelhis fet out for lUyricum, with a de- 
fign to purfue his.^arch into the Ealt, and meet Caffius, 
azainA that he Was ready to refign the empire to him. 

Am, ^ if tfife'gods fhould judge it expedient for the public good, 

that Caflius fhould reign, and not M. Aurelius : “ For it is 
not (added he)^ any private intereft or ambition, but the 
public welfare, that induces me tb undergo fo many la- 
Cajmi ^ hours, to expofs myfelf ro fo many dangers.” He was not 
kitted I advaneed far on his march, when news were brought him, 

that Caflius had been killed by a centurion named Anto- 
nina, and another officer of a ftill inferior rank, who had 
the command only of ten men *. Dio Caffius gives us 
but a eonfufed relation of his death ; and Vulcatius Galli- 

s Vulc. Gall. p. 41, 43. Dio in Excerpt. Val. p, 71B. Albini 
Vit. p. Ii. y Jul. Cap. in Aur. p, 31, aLimpndi in Commod. 
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canus promifes to inform us how he was killedj and where 
he was defeated ; but afterwards forgot his engagement. 

However, from what he writes it is plain, that a battle, or 
encounter, happened between him and the emperor’s troops, 
probably commanded by Martins Verus ; for on his bravery 
the emperor chiefly relied, and had therefore fent him be- 
fore him into Syria, invefting him with the government of 
that province, inftead of Cappadocia. With Calfius was 
killed his captain of the guards, and^oon after his fon Me- 
tianus, whom be had appointed governor of Egypt, to fe- 
cure that important province. No other perlon of dif- 
tiiiflion, at leaft of the fenatorial order, periihed in this 
rebellion \ nay, thefe were put to death without the em- 
peror’s knowlege, and againft h^ will ; for he was greatly 
concerned that the blood of any fenator (hould have been 
flied during his reign : hence, when the head of CafCus aru/Ais 
was brought to him, he expre^ed much forrow, turned his 
eyes away, and caufed it to be honourably interred, com- 
i plaining, that he had been deprived of an opportunity of wife w 
i fliewing his mercy. The reign of Caflius, or rather his toncerntd 
dream, as Dio Cailius ftylcs it, laded but three months and forku 
fix days •. M. Aurelius himfelf would neither try, im- 
prifon, nor condemn, any fenator concerned in the confpi- 
racy ; but referred the whole to the fenate, appointing a 
day for the criminals to appear before their judges. 

In the mean time, after acquainting the fenate that he 
had appointed Fompeianus, his fon-in-law, conful for the 
enfuing year, he thus exhorts them to proceed, rather with 
clemency than rigour, againft thofe whom th^ were to 
try: “As for what concerns the defection of Caflius, I Hisfettir 
beg and conjure you, confeript fathers, to have a tender tQ thefts 
regard to your charaflers, and to mine : let not a fenator 
be put to death \ let the blood of no perfon of diftinftion 
he fpilt; let fuch as have been already banifhed return, and 
enjoy their eflates. I wifh I could raife from the dead 
thofe who periflied in the firfl: heat of the war. Revenge 
js never commendable in an emperor ; it ill becomes him 
in his own caufe, let it ht ever fo juft. You will therefore 
pardon the children of Avidius Caffius, his fon-in-law, and 
his wife. But why do I fay pardon, when they havecom- 
ttiUtcd no crime ? Let them live in fafety, and enjoy tlieif 
paternal cflate, with all their father’s plate and furniture. 

Let them have full liberty to live where they pleafe, that 

■ I)io, p, 813. Vulcat. Gall, in Caff, pi Noris, Ep. Conf. 
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they may appear fo many inflatices of your clemency, and 
of mine* I farther intreat and dcGre, that all the fenators, 
and Homan knights, in general, who hare been privy to 
this rebellion, be, by your authority, exempted from death, 
profcription, infamy, in fliort, from all kind of punifli- 
mcnt. Allow it to be faid, to your honour and mine, that 
in this rebellion fuch only perifhed as were killed in the 
confufion of war The fenate not only complied with 
his requeft, but returned him thanks for the regard he had 
(hewn even to the molt undeferving members of their body. 
The emperor took the children of Callius under his pro- 
teftion, forbidding any one to reproach them with the mif- 
fortunes of their family, and feverely punifliing fuch as did. 
Thus the rebellion of Cain us ferved only to give new lullre 
to the unparalleled clemencjT and generoGty of M. Aurelius, 
who could not prevail upon himfelfto take away the lives of 
thofe who had confpired to take away his life and that of 
his fon. 

The fenate, in their anfwer to the emperor’s letter, ac- 
quainting them chat he had named Fompeianus conful 
againft [the enfuing year, begged him to return Co Rome, 
and to velt his fon Com modus with the tribunicial power 
With the latter requeft he complied, as appears from k* 
veral ancient inferiptions B«t, as for the other, the em- 
peror either did not return to Rome, or his ftay there was 
veryfhort; for we are told, that, immediately after the 
death of Caflius, he went inti^ the Eaft, and that he had 
begun his march thither even before received thefe 
news*^: it is not, therefore, likely, that he interrupted it 
to return to Rome. He had fent Pertinax before him into 
Syria to make head agiiift the rebels ; but, upon the news 
of the death of Caflius, he recalled him, and appointed him 
governor of Ulyricum, in which province he had gained no 
lefs reputation by his prudence and moderation, than by 
his many vidories over the Germans during the Marcoman- 
nic war ; fo that he was greatly efteetned and revered not 
otily by Romans and foreigners, but even by the enemies 
of the Roman name ^ The emperor took with him into 
the Eaft his Ton Commodus, and his wife, who died fud- 
denlyjil a village called Tlalala, at the foot of Mount Tau- 
rus. She was a troitian of a loofe and wanton life, and al- 
together uiiworthy df having fuch a father as Antoninus, 

k Vulcat. GsK in Calf. p. 44 . ft Jul. Cap. in Aur. p. 3 ). cVul- 
cat. Gill, in Calf. p. 45 . d Onuph. in Fill, p, 235 . P. Pagi, 

p. iifi «Dio, p. 817 . Jnl. Cap.ip Aar^p. 31 , JbhS.p. 3 sr. 

and 
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fuch a hufband as M. Aurelius, whom fome did not 
believe to be the father of Commodus (F). Fauftina being 
dead, Fabia, the filler of L. Verus, who had been for- 
merly betrothed to M. Aurelius, did all that lay in her 
power to induce him to marry her; but he, thinking it im- 
proper to fubjc£l his children to the authority of a ftep- 
hiother, took, in the room of a lawful wife, the daughter 
of one of the deceafed emprefs's domefticS * ; for to that 


c Vulcat. Gall. p. 34- 

(F) Her chief gallants were fdr a woman of the moll unble- 
Tertullus, Utilius, Orfitus, and millied charaifter. He pro- 
Moderatus, whom neverthelefs nounced himfelf her funeral 
Antoninus, either not giving oration, and intreated the {c* 
credit to what was faid of the *nate to rank her among the 
eniprefs, or dillembling her ir- gods; for which he is de- 
regular condudt, preferred to fe- fervedly expofed and ridiculed 
Tcral employments. Her lewd- by the above mentioned ein- 
iiefs, and her intimacy with the peror(4). He founded a fo- 
above mentioned perfons, efpe- ciety of young women, whoni 
cially with Tertullus, were fo he ^ucatedat his own eipence, 
publicly known, that a mimic and called after the emprefs’s 
having one day afked his com- name. The village where (he 
panion upon the fiage, in the died he made a colony, and t 
prefence of the emperor, what city, fiyling it Faudinopolis ; 
Was the name of the perfon who and ere^ed a temple to her ho- 
was too familiar with his wife, nour, which was afterwardscon- 
the other repeated the name dJ[' fecrated to Heliogabalus, the 
Tullus three times; whereby mod: lewd and debauched of all 
the whole audience Tperceived, the Roman emperors. Thefe- 
that he meant Tertullus, the nate, out of flattery to the em- 
iirft fyllable of his name figni- peror, not only ranked among 
fying three times {i)t Some the gi^defles a perfon unworthy 
of the emperor’s friends ad< of a place among women of any 
vifed him to divorce her ; but modelly and reputation, but 
he replied, ‘Mf I divorce her, ere£led flatucs to her and M. 
1 inuft return her dower, that Aurelius, with an altar, ordain- 
is, the empire, which 1 re- ing, that young women, imme- 
ceived of her father,” In one diately after their marriage, 
place he commends her free and fhould fep^r to it, and offer a 
open temper, her finceriiy in folemn facriflee (j). By this 
frjendniip,and her acquiefcence fcandalous inllitution, they de** 
in his will (z)- He bewailed fefvcd that their daffghtera 
her, according to the emperor Ihould l^femble Fauftina, and 
Julian (3), more than was be- their fons Commodus. 
coming in a man of his gravity^ 

(1) Jult Cap. in Aur* p. 3a< (t) M, Antonin, de firip. Jib. i. 

cBp. 14. (3) Julian. Csbf. p« ij. (4) Idem ibid. p. 50* 

[5) Dio, lib. Ixzi. p. 813. Jul. Cap. in Aur. p. 31. 
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purityi which the Chriftian religion requires and com- 
mands^ even the moft virtooua among the pagan philofo- 
phers were utter Grangers. As the Syrians had readily 
joined Cailiusi a law pafled at this time, enaAing, that no 
one (hpuld be feiit with the charafiier of governor into his 
own country 

The next confub were T. Vitrahus Pollio and M. Flavius 


Aper, both for the fecond time ^ Claudius Fompeianus, 
the emperor’s fon-in-la^, and Clodius Albinus^ who had 
prevented the legions in Bithynia from joining Cafliusi as 
we have related above, were liJrewife confuls this year. 
i:heim- ]y[ Aurelius, arriving in the Eaft, freely pardoned all the 
and coBUTi unities, which had joined Caflius, except 

goodnejs to Antiocb, the inhabitants of that metropolis having dillin- 
the citiei guifbed themfelves, above all the reft, by their zeal for 
that had competitor, and their hatred to him. He therefore pub- 
liflied a fevere edidl, deprived them of all their privileges, 
fupprefled their public aftemblies, and prohibited their (hews 
and fpe^acles, to which they were greatly addifled ; but 
his anger being foon appealed, before he left Syria, he rc- 
ftored them to their former condition, and even conde- 
iicended to vifit their city. From Syria he paiTed into Egyptf 
where he not only forgave, but enriched, with feveral pri- 
vileges Alexandria, which had4ikewife hded with Calfius. 
Having vilited moft of the chief cities in the Eaft, and given 
every where innumerable inftances of his humanity, he 
failed from Smyrna, where he. had ftaid fome time, and 
had feveral conferences with the celebrated fophift Ariftides; 
and arrived at Athens, in which place he was initiated in the 
Eleulinian myiberies. He conferred many favours on the 
cuy of Athens, and eftablifhed public profeflbrs of all fei- 
encsB, with liberal allowances to be paid them yearly out 
of the treafury 

From Athena he failed for Italy ; and, landing at Brun- 
dufium, commanded the army immediately to refume the 
Roman gown ; for neither he, nor any of his officers or 
Yr. of FI. foldiers, ever appeared in Italy in a military habit. He re- 
turned to Rome with his fon Comnbodus, whom he named 
U conful, though at that^time but Oxteen. Soon after, he 

^ beftov^ed on him the tulc of imperator, which he himfclf 
Ht returns aflumed for the eighth time, probably on account of fome 
ioRomii vi£fory gained over the Germans by Fertinax, governor of 
lllyricum. At. length, on the twenty-third of December, 
both he, and his fon Commodus, entered Rome, diftribut- 


k Dio, lib. Ixxi. p. B13. 1 Idat Onuph. &c. 

p. B14. FhiloftraU'l^phift. 37. 
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Ing, on this occafion, large fums among the people and fol- 
diery, amounting to as many pieces of gold a head as he had enters in 
been years abfent, which, according to Dio Caffius', were eight- 

At the fame time, he exhibited magnificent fhews, though he 

took no pleafure himfelf in fuch diverfions. In the follow- 

S ear, Aurelius Commodus Csefar and Quintillus being 
ils, Commodus was honoured by the ftnate with the 
title of father of his country, and by the emperor with that 
of Auguftusi on which occafion M. Aurelius remitted Mawmef 
whatever was due from individuals, cither to the emperor, fwr®- 
or to the treafury, ever fince the time in which Adrian had 
cancelled all fuch debts™. He moreover prefen ted the in- 
habitants of Smyrna with large fums, enabling them to re- 
build their city, which was ^Imoft ruined by a dreadful 
earthquake He could not fupprefs the combats of gla- 
diators without offending the peoples however, as he was 
an enemy to all cruelty and bloodfhed, he allowed the com- 
batants only blunt fwords, in the nature of our foils, fay- 
ing, that with them they might equally difplay their (kill 
and dexterity 

Next year, when Orfitus and Julianus Rufus were con- Hemarcku 
fuls, the Marcomanni, and their confederates, renewing 
the war with great vigour, the emperor refolved to march 
againft them in perfon. ifut before he left Rome, he mar- * 
ried his fon Commodus to Ciifpina, the daughter of Brut- 
tiuB Prxfens ; and repairing to the fenate, defired leave to 
take out of the public treaiure the neceflary fums for car- 
rying on the war, -faying, that an emperor had nothing of 
his own, not even the palace he lived in ; but that all be- 
longed to the fenate and people p. He then went to the 
Capitol, where he declared upon his oath, that, fince his 
acceflion to the empire, no fenator had been put to death 
by his order ; that fuch as hadperiflied in the rebellion, had 
been killed without his knowlege ; and that he would have 
fpared them all, Callius himfelf not excepted, had it been 
in bis power. As he was eminently fkilJed in philofophy, 
many perfons of learning earneflly intreated him to explain, 
before he left Rome, the moft difficult dnd intricate points 
of the different fe6b of philofophsrs s a tafle which he per- i 
formed accordingly, fpending therein three wholo days- 
They Ceemed to apprehend, that, by his death, this know- 
lege might have Men loft ; a circumftancc that (hews how 
thoroughly he was veifed in the different tenets of the va- 
rious fe£l;s of phitofophers \ At length he left Rome, with 

■ Jul. Cap. p. X9. n Qrof. lib. vii. Cap. 15. ■ Arit. 

Opal. XX. " Did, in Excerpt. Val. p. 71 B. P Oin, 

B14, 4 Jul, Cap- in CafT. p. 41, 

Z 2 


his 



34 ° 


and gains a 
Jignal 
tory Di)er 
thsm. 


Yr. of FI. 
2529. 

A. D. 181. 
U. U. 929. 


His deal A. 


Ht is rank' 
tJ among 
the gods. 


The Roman Hiflorym 

bis fon CommoduSi on the fifth of Augufl of the year 179^ 
the eighteenrth of hia reign ^ 

In ihc following year, Commodua Auguflus and T. An- 
nius Aurelius Verus being confuls the fecond timej M. Au- 
relius gained a fignal viflory over the Marcommanni, Her- 
mojiiduri, Q^adl, aiid.Sarmatians ; for which both he, and 
his fon Commodus took the title of iinperator All we 
know of this a£fion is, that the Roman army was com- 
manded by Paternus, aiyl the Germans were totally de- 
feated ; infomuch that all Germany, and the different na- 
tions inhabiting it, would have been obliged to fubmit to 
the Roman yoke, had not the emperor been prevented by 
death from crowning his conquefls with the reduQion of 
fo powerful and extenfive a country. He died in the fol- 
lowing year, Prsefens and Sex. Quintilius Condianus being 
confuls, on the feventeenth of March, after having lived 
fifty-eight years ten months and twenty-two days, and 
reigned, from the death of Antoninus Pius, eighteen years, 
and ten or eleven days ‘ (G). Two daysbefore his death, he 
recommended his fon Commodus to the army, and conjured 
his friends to affift him with their advice. On the feventh 
day of his illnefs, he defired to fee his fon again; but im- 
mediately dirmiffed him, led he fiiould be infeQed w'ith 
the fame diftemper. When was gone, he compofed 
himfelf, as if he defigned to lleep, and expired the follow- 
ing night He died, according to Tertullian at Sir- 
miuny, now Sirmich, in Sclavcnia ; according to the two 
Vidlors, at Vendobona, now Vienna,/in Aullria. It is 
unneceffary to mention the concern of the foldiery, and 
Roman people, for the lofs of fo good and fo great a prince. 
His body, or rather his allies, were conveyed to Rome, and 
. depofited in the monument of Adrian. He was immedi- 
ately ranked among the gods, a temple was eredfed, and an 
order of priefts appointed to his honour. Whoever had not 


r. Spart. in Com. p> 50. 

Aur. 74. ' Dio, p. ^10, 

p. 137. ChroD. Alex. p. &14. 
tul. Apol. cap. 25, " 

(G) Dio CaiEus pofiiively nf- 
firms, Aiat be was difpatchrd by 
his phyficians, defiroua to in- 
gratiate themfelvcs with Coin- 
modui. On the other hand, 
Julius CapicoUnua ieema to af- 
cribe hia death to a contagioua 
diftemper; for he tells ui, that 
the plague ftill raged in the ar- 


■ Birag. p. 127. Jul> Cap. in 
814, & Theopli. Antioch, lib.iii. 

“ Jul. Cap. p. 34. ^ Ter- 

my ; andadds, that the empe- 
ror, with much difficulty, pre- 
vailed upon his fon, and hia 
friends, not to abandon him ; an 
inftance of negle£l and ingrati- 
tude which he cook fo unkindly, 
that he‘ abftained from all fort 
of nourifhment. 


fome 
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fome imape or ftarue of M, Aurelius in his houfe, was 
judged a facrilegious perfon, fays Julius Capitolinus; in 
whofe time, that is, in the reign of Dioclefian, he wasllill 
worftiipped in moil families among their domeilic gods. 

He was, without all doubt, one of the greateft and heft 
princes that ever fwayed a fceptre. His only fault was, 
according to Dio Caflius, his too great clemency; for, 
though he rewarded with much generbfity the good and 
virtuous, yet he did not reftrain and punifh, with due fe- 
verity, the vicious and wicked ; whence fome governors of 
provinces, prefuming upon his lenity, plundered, and often 
with impunity, the people committed to their care (HJ, 
The meditations of M Aureliu**, which have reached our 
times, are highly commended by all the ancients, as an 
epitome of thebefl: rules which human reafon, or philofo- 
phy, can fuggefl: for the coiidutfc of a virtuous life. Some 
have queflioned, whether what has been tranfmitted to us 
be the whole work, or only an abftrafl of it, as it conlifts 
of loofe and unconnedled fentences, whereof the fenfe is 
not always complete. But the ablefl: critics are of opinion, 
that M. Aurelius left the work fuch as it is at prefent, 
having compofed it only for his private ufe It is com- 
prifed in twelve books, of which the firft feems to have 
been compofed jn the *heat of the Marcomannic war, 
while he was encamped on the banks of the Gran in the 
country of the Q^adi He finilhed the fecond book at Car- 
nun turn, where he refideiT, according to Eutroplus, three 
whole years As M. Aurelius was a great cncourager of 
learning, many eminent writers, efpecially philofophers, 
flouriflied in his reign, of whom we fhallgive an account 
in our notes CHAP 


^ Vide Voir. Hift. Grsc. lib.ii. cap. 14. 7 M- Aurcl. lib. i. 

cap. 15. z Idem, lib. ix. cap. 3. 


(H) The emperor Julian pre- 
fers M. Aurelius to Csfar, to 
Auguftus, and to all che other 
princes who had reignetl till hi« 
time ; but at the fame time finds 
fault with him for bequeathing 
the empire to his vicious fon 
Commodus, and not to his Ibn- 
in-law Pompeianus, who was a 
jierfon of extraordinary parcsf 
and well qualified for fo great a 
iruft (1). 

10 Julian, CsC 13, 14, *3f 


( 1 ) The mofi celebrated a- 
mong the philofophers were, 
Crefeentius, Celfus, Lucian, 
Demonax, .Alexander the fam- 
ous impofior, Sextus the Stoic, 
Sextus the empiric, ftlumenes, 
Hermogenes, and AriHides. 
.CrefcecTius was a Cynic phllo- 
fopher, and, according to the 
.charafter which Tatian draws 
of him, abandoned to all man- 
ner of lewdnefs (2). We find 

41,49. {») Tatian. p. IJ7- 
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’ C HAP. LVII. 

*The Roman HiJlory,from the "Death of M. Au- 
relius to the Death of Alexander, when the 
Empire was firfi transferred without the Con- 
Jent of the Senate^ 

C OM MO DUS was the firll emperor born in his fa- 
ther’s reign, and the fecond that fucceeded his father 
in [he empire. He was born on the thirty-firll of Auguft 
Commadiu^ of the year i6i, and raifed to the empire on the feven- 

* teenth 

two philofbphera bearing the In bis youth he declaimed, and 
name of Cclfus^ and both of pleaded caufes, and was in his 
the of Epicurus, mention- old age regifter to the governor 
ed by Origen (3). Of thefe, of Egypt (7) He wrote, ac- 
one flourifhed under Nero, and cording to Eunapius, the life 
the' other under Adrian, and his of the philofopher Demonaa, 
immediate fucceiTors (4). ^ The whofe difciple he had been. He 
latter wrote feveral books a- reprefents him as the greateft 
gainlt magic, much commended phy.ofopher of his time ; but, 
by Lucian, who infcribed to after all, he was only a Cynic, 
him hia hiAory of the celehrat- fomewhat more pollflied and c\- 
ed impoAor Alexander, which viliaed than the red of his bre- 
fae undertook at his requed thren. What we find mod 
(5). Some diftinguifli this commendable in him is, that, 
writer from the author of the though he was of a noble fa- 
difcourfesagaindtheChridians, mily, rich, eloquent, and well 
whom^ Origen confuted ; but yerfed in mod branches of 
Baronius, and mod critics a^ learning ; yet he lived in po- 
feribe to the fame writer the verty, praftifed great aufteri- 
books agsund magic, and thofe ties, ^d would not fuffer any 
againd the Chridian religion. one to attend him. When he 
The works of Lucian have grew old, and could no longer 
reached our rimes, and are de- cxid without being aflifted oy 
fervedly admired for the ele- others, be chofe rather to die of 

f ance and purity of tbe dylc { hunger) than to allow any per- 
ut hlled with impious and fon to perform the lead o&e 
atheidica^ fentimcnti : whence about him. He was a native of 
he bad the fumame of the Cyprus ; but redded at Athens, 
Athfeid, or the Blafphemer (6)„ where he was highly edeemed 
He was a narive of Samofata in in his life-rime, md equally 
Syria, and of a mean defeent. regretted aftbr his death. The 

(3) CelC lib.], p. S. [4) Idem ibid. (O Luciax. 

Pfeud. p. 49I. (d) Siiid* p. 55. (7} Ludaoi Hid. p. 359. 

St Apoh p. sas. 
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34 


^ht R(mktH Hijlory, 

^nth of March of the year i8i. He is commonly called 
ii. Aurelius Commodusj and fornetimft Commodtis 

Anto- 

account which Lucian gives us He would have profecuted Alez- 
of the celebrated impoAor Alex- ander before the ^vernor of 
ander is very diverting. He was Pontus and Bithyma^ but that 
a native of Abonitichos, a ma- magiAmte difluaded him from 
ritime city of Pamphylia, and it : telling him, that he could 
generally revered on account of nof condemn Alexander, with* 
his pretended prediflions, and out incurring the difplcafure of 
counterfeit miracles, as a pro- Rutilisnus^who was very power- 
pheL Lucian, however, was ful at court, and had in his 
not eafily deceived, conlidered old age married the daughter of 
him as an impoAor, ridiculed the impoflor, believing the 
his miracles, and expofed him moon to be her mother. Thus 
in all companies ; which fo pro- Lucian had no other means 
voked the pretended prophet, left of being revenged on A lex- 
that he endeavoured to Air up ander, but by writing his lift, 
his countiymen, the inhabitants and painting him in his true 
of Abonitichos, againA him. colouis. This piece, however, 
Alexander, neveithelcfB, fome be did not publiAi till the im- 
time after, pretended to be re- poAor*s death, which happened 
conciled to him i and even offer- m the reign of M, Aurelius, 
ed him a fhip to convey him to Sextus was a native of Che- 
AmaAris in Pontus, whither^iis ronea, in Boestia, by fed! a 
aAairs called him. Lucian ac- Stoic, and had been preceptor 
cepted the offer; but was not a to M. Aurelius, and L. Verus. 
little furprifed, when, at a groat MoA writers fuppofe him to 
diAance from land, ^he obferved have been nephew to Plutarch, 
the pilot burAing’into tears, At the fame time AonriAied an- 
and making various figns to the ther philofopher bearing the 
mariners. Lucian imagined the fame name, but a native of Li- 
velTcl to be in danger ; but was bya, and by fedt a Pyrrho- 
more terrified, when the pilot nian(B). He is Ay led by Ga- 
frankly confe^ed, that he had len, and Diogenes Laertius, the 
received pofitive orders from empiric. Some of his works 
Alexander to throw him into the have reached our times (^) . A- 
fea ; but could not prevail ujpon bout this time N^umenes is like* 
himfelf, after having lived fo wife fuppofed to have fiourifh* 
long without reproach, to com- cd, whoiic wrlti^s arej p ften 
mit a murder in his old age. quoted by Eufabius and Tneo- 
He left him, however, in a de- ddtetus againA the Pagans. He 
fert and barren iAand, where lyas, according to Sui As (i), a 
he muA have foon periAied, native of Apamea, in Syria, 
had he not been faved by the He proves, that Plato copied 
veffels of the king of Bofporus, froin Mofes what he wrote con- 
which happened to fail by. ceming God, and the forming 


(8) Ruald. Vit, Plut. cap. 51 
(■} Suid. p. 141. 
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Antoninus. He was educated with great care by his 
fher ; but ncyerthelefs proved one of the moll lewdj crue], 

and 

of the UDiverfe (2). He Teems native of Tarfus, rained Tuch 
to have joined together the te- reputation among the Tophifts, 
nets of Plato and Pythagoras : when he was but fifteen years 
whence he is by Tome ranked old, that M. Aurelius went in 
among the followers of Plato ; perfon to hear hjm, was greatly 
by others, among the Pythago- delighted with his extraordinary 
rcans (3), Crones, Arifiocies, genius, and loaded him with 
Antioenus, Alexander, Her- prefents. Ariflides, one of the 
rnogenes, Arifiides, and Phry- hiofi celebrated fophifts of hi| 
nicuB, were all contemporaries time, was a native of Adriano- 
with Numenes. Crones was thera, in Myfia : he is highly 
one of his difciples, and wrote , commended for his eloquence, 
a treatife on the generation of by Phrynicus, his contempo- 
things, which vve find quoted rary (6), by Philoftratus (7), 
by Origen and Plotinus (4). and in general by all the an- 
Arifiocles was a native of Per- cients; but if he excelled, as 
gam us, and firll a Peripatetic he is faid to have done, all the 
philofopher; but afterwards he other fophifts, feveral of his 
abandoned the fiudy of philofo- orations, which have reached 
phy, and applied himfelf to our times (8), convince us, 
that of eloquence, under the that we have no reafon to re- 
celebrated Herodes Atticus. He gret the lofa of their works, 
declaimed in his own country ; Lucius, or as he is ilyled by 
but did not meet with the ap- others, Saturantius Apuleius, 
plaufe he expefted (5). Aq- was a native of Madaura, a Ro- 

tiochus was a native of rrfan colony on the borders of 

in Cilicia, by profefiion a fo- Numidia and Getulia, the fun 
phift, and one of the difciples of one of the chief men of that 
of Dionyfius, the Milefian, of city, and of Salvia, a defeend- 
whom we have fpoken in the ent of Plutarch (5). He paflecl 
reign of Adrian. Alexander was his childhood partly in Greece 
likewife a profeftfophift, and is (for his mother was originally 
greatly commended by Philo- of Theflaly), and partly at Car- 
liratus. He was born in Seleu- thage, where he learned, with- 
cia, comprifed at that time in out the afiifiance of an infiruc- 
Cilicia; but afterwards raifed tor, the Latin tongue ; but not 
to the metropolis of Ifauria. without much labour, as he 
He ifas one of the difciples of himfelf owns. From Carthage 
Favorinus, Adrian’s great fa- he went to Athens, where he 
yourite, and afterwards fccre- applied himfelf to the lludy of 
tary for the Greek tongue to poetry, geometry, dialedlics, 
M« Aurelius. Hermogenes, li, and mufic, and thoroughly in- 

fa) Suid. p. 142. (3) Vide Jonf. lib. iir. cap. 10. (4) Idenii 

jhid. {5) Fliiloitr. Sopliifi. 29. (6) Phot- cap. 158.* 

(7) Pbiloflr. Soph. 35. (B) Vide Phot.cap. 146, See. (5) Apul. 

Jgof, iib. ii. p. j I ^ Prol. ^ 
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pnd wicked tyrants that ever difgraced a throne. His cha- 
racter confirms in fome degree the opinion of thoie who 

believed 


formed himfclf of the different 
tenets of the various fedts of 
philofophers ; but embraced 
that of Plato, which, however, 
did not prevent him from ilu- 
dying magic with great appli- 
pation. He is even faid to have 
been fo well ikilled in that art, 
as to work feveral miracles, 
which the Pagans oppofed to 
thofe of our Saviour (i). Thefc 
miracles, however, are not well 
attefted ; and Apuleius himfelf, 
being accufed as a magician be- 
fore Claudius Maximus, pro- 
conful of Africa, endeavoured 
to clear himfelf from the charge 
pf fuch an enormous crime, by 
an excellent difeourfe, which 
has reached our times (z). 

Ainongft the hiftorians who 
flouriflied under M. Aiireliws, 
thofe of the greateft reputation 
are Folyzenus, a Macedonian, 
who dedicated to M. Aureliu^ 
and L. Verus, the eight books 
nf Aratagems publiflied by Ca- 
faubon (3). He left other 
works (and among the reft a de- 
feription of the city of Thebes), 
which have been long fmee 
loft (4). Amyntianus wrote, 
and addreffed to M. Aurelius, 
the hiftory of Alexander the 
Great, which was not much 
admired. He likewife publifti- 
ed the life of Domiciao, and 
the lives of fome other” Latin 
and Greek princes (5); hue 
none of his works have reached 
our times. Tbpfc of Damo- 


philus have undergone the fame 
fate ; he was a philofopher and 
fophift, brought up, as Suidas 
informs us (6), by Julianus, 
who was conful in the year 1 7 5, 
theffheenth of M. Aurelius’s 
reign. The hiftnry^ of Greece, 
written by Paufaiiias in ten 
books, has reached us. The 
author deferibes with great truth 
and exaftnefs the iituation and 
■antiquities of each city, and all 
the curiofities which in his time 
were to be feen in a country 
once fo famous ; but fome cri« 
tics find fault with him for in- 
terweaving his hiftory with fo 
many fables, which, however, 
are of great ufe for the right 
underftanding of the ancient 
writers. In the beginning of 
the reign of M. Aurelius, ftou- 
riftied lamblichiis, by birth a 
Babylonian, and by profeAioti 
a magician. He publifhed fe- 
veral works in Greek, and, a- 
mong the reft, one ftyled ftaby- 
lonica (7), which is faid by 
Tennulius to be ftill preferved 
in the famous library of the Ef- 
curial in Spain (8). Voflius 
takes this Babylonica to be no- 
thing elfe but the filly romance, 
of which Photius has been at 
the trouble of giving us too 
long an abllrafl. Theophylus 
of Antioch has tranfmitted a 
table of tfie Roman emperors, 
froin Julius Czfar to the death 
of M. Aurelius, with tls years, 
months, and days, of their re- 


(0 Hicron. Pf. Ixxxi. Laft. lib. v. cap. 3. Aug. epift. cxxxvi. 
(») Apul. Apol. (3) Voir. Hift. Gr«c. Jib. ii. cap. 14. (4) Suid. 

P- 559- (s) «P- C®) Suid. p. 64^ 

cap. 49. (B) Voir. ibid. lib. iv. p. 581. & bamue), TcJinul. in Not. 

^1^|)1, A^itb. Arn^mivi imn. 1667. 
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•believed him to be the fon of a famous gladiator, with 
whom his Kaother Fauftina was laid to have had a ciiminal 

inter- 


refpeClive rftgUB. .£mUiuB 
PartheniaDUs compofed the hif- 
tory of all thofe who attempted 
to ufurp the fovereign power. 
He did not end his hiftoiy be- 
fore the year 1 for he Wrote 
the life of Avidiufi Cafliua. He 
K quoted by Vulcatius Oalii- 
canus, who Aoufiflied under 
Dtodefian. Vodiue ranks him 
among the Latin hiflorians (g). 
Procului, who inftrudied M.' 
Aurelius in the Latin gram* 
mar, and was on that account 
raifed by him to the confulfliip, 
publifh^ a work on ftH'ciga 
countries, or, as feme read it, 
religions, De regiunibus, or re- 
ligioliibuS (i). He Was Irarn in 
Africa ; but thoroughly verfed 
in the Latin tongue (a). He- 
ptutltioa and Hsr^ration, 
who inftnidled Li Vetus in the 
Greek language bare both 
kfi fonie works behind them. 
An excellent piece de re me- 
trica, Which to be very 

ancient, and beara the name of 
Hephaftion, a grammarian of 
Alexandria, has reached our 
times, and is commonly aicrib- 
ed to Hephaftion, the precep- 
tor of L. Verus. Another 
learned piece is foil extant, on 
the ten orators of Athens, done 
hyVileriuB HarpoCration, fup- 

C ’ ihd to have been ptpceptor to 
Verus (4)k At this time 
flourtfhed Apollonius of Alex- 
andria, fomaitied DyfcolCs, who 
publi^d ftveral gtamiUatical 

(e) VoC HiftLat. lib. Sii. 


pieces. He was father to He- 
rodianus, who lived, according 
to Suidas, in the time of M. 
Aurelius, and publilhed feverHl 
gramihatical pieces (?). Ar- 
temidorus, author of feveral 
btmks on the interpretation of 
dreams, lived under Antoninus 
Pius and M. Aurelius; for he 
is qutrted by Lucian ; and he 
himfclf tells us, that he was ac- 
t^uainred with one who had en- 
tered the liih in the combats 
that were exhibited b^ Antoni- 
nus Pius at Puteoli, in honour 
of Adrian. He was a native 
of EphefuS, and in his other 
works ftyled himfelf Aitcmido- 
nis the Ephelian ; but in that 
on the interpretation of dreams, 
he took the furnaiUe of Daldia- 
nfts from Daldis, a fmall citv of 
Lydia, the birth-place of his 
mother, Marcellus of Ida, in 
IJiimphylia, wrote, in the reign 
of M. Aui’elius, fbrty-two 
books, in hexameter verfe, on 
phylic ; and is quoted by St. 
Jerom ( 6 ). Marullus, a Latin 
poet, publifhed Ipme fatires in 
the beginning of the reign of 
M. Aurelius, not fparing that 
prince, nor his predeceflbr An- 
toninus Pius i but he patiently 
bore his railleries. Apuleius 
(^[mkB of a poet who lived in 
his tiiqe, aUil had begun an ex- 
cellent ptietfi upon Alexander 
the Great. This is probably 
the writer Whom he calls elfe- 
wheie CorviuuB Clemens, and 


i) Tret. Mlio. Hiftor. Trigin. 
Tycimtaor. p. 195. (t) VolT. Hiff.Xat. lib. i» Cap. li. (3) Jul- 

Cap* in Vit. Vcr. 

Itf) VldcLudan. 

Pfailoftr. Sophift. 

who 


15 *. ^ (4) Suid. p. 44 t> (5) Ib*d. p. 379 - 

ill Vit. Deinonac. p'. u6. M. Ant. lib. i. cap. 

19. Phot, cap, a4^. nuftn. lib, viii. b. ata- 
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int^rcourfe *. He gavci when onlf twelirc jem dd, a re- 
markable inftance of his crueltv, at Centumceihe, now Ci<k 
vita Vccchia ; where, finding the water in which he bathed 
fomewhat too warm, he commanded the perfon who at- 
tended the bath to be thrown into the furnace \ nor was he 
fatisfied^ till thofe who were about him pretended to have 
put his order in' execution After his acceflion to the 
emplrei he equalled in cruelty Caligula, Domitian, and 
Nero hUnfelf, fporting with the blood of his fubjo^ and 
fellow-creatures, of whom he caufed great numbers to be 
racked and butchered in his prefence, merely for his dl^ 
verfion (L). As for his lewdnefe, the author of his life tells 

US, 


B JuL Cap. in M. Aur. p. 30. 

who was quxflor. A ulus Gel- 
lius, or Agellius, mult have 
flourilhed about this time ; for 
he was difciple to Titus Caftri- 
cius, to Favorinus, to Herodes 
Atticus, and to Cornelius Fron- 
to, who all lived under Adrian 
and Antoninus Pius. Corne- 
lius Fronto had been confui, 
when A ulus Gellius was a 
youth. He bellows great en- 
comiums on the celebrated phi* 
lofopher and apoflat; Peregri- 
nus ; but does not mention his 
death, which rendered him 
more famous than any thing he 
had done in his life-time ; for 
he publicly burnt himfelf at the 
rports of the two hundred and 
thiity-fixth Olympiad : whence 
we conclude, that A ulus Get- 
lius had left off writing before 
that time, that is, beme the 
year i6{ of the Chriftiaa era, 
the fifth of the reign of M. Au- 
relius and L. Verus. He ftu- 
died grammar at Rome, and 
philoiophy at Athens, under 
CalvifiuB Taurus ; whence he 
retumed to Rome. He Left im 
Work behind him, except hia 
Nodles A nice; for thus he ftylcd 
the collefHon of feveral memo- 
rable and amufing events, which 


* b Lamprid. in Comraod. 

he compiled for the ufe of his 
children. 

(L) The ancients relate fe- 
veral indaiices of his cruelty, 
very odd and monfhous : he 
caufed one to be thrown to the 
wild beafts, for reading the life 
of Caligula written by Sueto- 
nius, becaufe that tyrant and 
he had been born on the fame 
day. Seeing one day a corpu- 
lent man jjafs by, he imm^i- 
ately cut him afunder, partly to 
try his ftrength, in which be 
excelled all men, and partly Out 
of curiofity, as he himfelf own- 
ed, to fee his entrails drop out 
at once. He took plmfure in 
cutting off the fifict, and putting 
out the eyes, of fuch as ne ^t 
in his rambler through the city ^ 
telling the former, after he had 
thus maimed them, by way of 
raillery, that they now belongs 
ed to the nation of the Mono- 
podfi ; and the latter, ttot they 
were now become LufeinU ; al- 
luding to the words lufeinia, a 
nightingaU^ andlufcus, 

Some he murdered, becaufe 
they were negligently dreffedj 
others, becaufe they ftemed 
trimmed with loo much 
He pretended to great Ikill m 
. furger^", 
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US| that ev&n in his lather’s reign he turned the court into 
a brothel ;*and, upon his deathi he abandoned himfelf^ 
without reltraint or fhame, to all manner of vice^ fpending 
whole days and nights in public houfes amongd the mean- 
eft of the people, and in the company of gladiators, buf- 
foons, and common proftitutes. He kept conftantly three 
hundred concubines, and the like number of catamites. 
He debauched all his own fifters, and murdered one of 
them, named Lucilla, tafter he had forced her to comply 
with his incelluous deGres- But to give a detail of his in- 
famous pradiices and pollutions, is beneath the dignity of 
an hiftorian, and what we cannot help condenuiing in Sue- 
tonius, and other writers. 

He took great delight in (footing with the bow, and gave 
innumerable proofs of his dexterity and fkill in that art, 
which we fhould efteem fabulous were they not attcfted by 
all the ancients. His ftrength was fo great, that he is 
faid to have run an elephant through with his fpear, and 
to have killed in the amphitheatre a hundred lions, one after 
another, and each at one blow. Forgetful of his rank and 
dignity he entered the lifts with the common gladiators, 
having learned with them, in the public fchool, the ufe of 
their weapons p He is faid to have fought in the amphi- 
theatre feven hundred and thirty-five times, and to have 
always come off conqueror; whence he often fubfcribed 
himfelf, The conqueror of a thoufand gladiators.” He 
ieemed to be more pleafed with the applaufe of the popu- 
lace on thefe occaGons, than any of the ancient Roman 
captains had ever been with a triumph. Imagining one 
day that the people rather derided than applauded him, be 
ordered them all to ])c maffacred on the fpot, and the city 
to be fee ou fire; which barbarous, fentence" would have 
been put in execution, bad not the captain of the prxtorian 
guards, with much' difficulty, appeafed him. Having with 
his extravagancies foon drained and exhaufted his trea- 

furgery, efpecially at letting feveral perfons, though not 
blood: hut often, ''inGead of guilty of any crime, tobedif- 
eafingby that means thofe wjiom gulfed like monfters, chat, by 
he viutpd, or who were prevail- knocking out their brains with 
ed upon to recur to him, he his club, he might have a bet- 
cut off their ears and nofes. He ter claim to the name of the 
affumed the name and habit of great deftroyer of monfters. In 
Hercules, ^pearing publicly fliort, the fheddin^ of blood 
in a lion’s ikin, with a huge feemed to be his chief employ* 
jtlub in his hand, and ordering ment(i). 

(i) Lamprid. in Coiqmod, 

furf, 
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furyi he betook himfelf to all manner of rapine ; loaded 
the people with taxes ; fold the governments*of the pro- 
vinces, and other employments ; exempted criminals from 
the punifhment due to their crimes upon their advancing a 
fum of money, and allowed others to murder whomfoever 
theypleafed; fo that the city, and indeed the whole em- 
pire, was filled with blood and malTacres, every one pur- 
chafing of the emperor the liberty of killing fuch as he fear- 
ed or hated ^ But to proceed totthe hiflory of his reign 
in the order of time. 

Commodus, a few days after his father’s death, went to 
the camp, attended by all the chief officers ; and there, after 
a plaufible and popular fpeech to the foldiers, prefented 
them with the ufual donative. He would have returned 
immediately to Rome, panting after the diverfions of the 
city, but Fompeianus, who had married his filler, repre- 
fenting how dangerous and (hameful a thing it would be 
for him to return before he had ended the war, he was, 
with much difficulty prevailed upon to continue in Panno- 
nia, where he is faid to have gained fome advantages over 
the Quadi, which mufl have been very inconfiderable, fince 
he did not on that account take upon nim the title of impe- 
rator. However, both the Quadi and Marcomanni, ima- 
gining that he was refolvt^ to purfue the war, and find- 
ing tliemfelves no longer in a condition to make head 
againfl his viflorious troops, propofed an accommodation, 
which he readily granted* upon the <£0]! owing terms: i. 
That they fhould lyst fettle within five miles of the Danube. 

2. That they fhould deliver up their arms, and fupply the 
Romans with a certain number of troops when required. 

3. That they fhould afTemble but once a month in one place 
only, and in the prefcnce of a Roman centurion. And 

4. That they IhouH not make war upon the lazyges, the 
Buri, or the Vandali, without the confent of the people of 
Rome. On the other hand, Commodus promifed to eva- 
cuate all the caftles and fortrefTes which he held in their 
country, except fuch as were within five miles of the Da- 
nube ■*. With the other German nations, which his fa- 
ther had almofl entirely reduced, he concluded a very dif- 
lionourable peace ; nay, of fome nc purchafed it with very 
large fums. Having thus rather abandoned than ended the 
war, he repaired to Rome, where he was honoured with 
a triumph, the fumame of Pius, and all the marks of dif- 
tin£lion that had ever been conferred upon the moll deferv- 

* Lamprid. in Commod. * Dio, lib, Ixvii. pt Sjj, Hcrodian- 
lib- i, p. 41S1, r> ViCl. 
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ing princes. Having^ viBted the Capitoli and other tern- 
pies, and r?tiuned thanks to the fenate^ the people, and the 
foldicry, for thetr fidelity and attachment to him during his 
abTencCj he was condu£ked to the palace on the 22d of 
O^ober 

In the following year Commodus entered upon his third 
Gonfutfliipj haring for his colleague Birrus, or Burrhusi 
probably Antiftius Burrhus, who had married his filler ^ 
The next confuls were* Mamertinus and Rufus, during 
whofe adminlllration Commodus took the title of impe- 
rator for the fifth time, on account of fome advantages 
gained by his lieutenants, Albinus and Niger, over the Bar- 
barians who dwelt beyond Dacia. The above mentioned 
confuls were fueceded by Cqmmodus the fourth time con- 
ful, and Vi^orinus the fecond time. During their con- 
furlBiip the Caledonians, having pafled the wall which part- 
ed them from the Romans, committed dreadful devafta- 
tions, and cut in fHcees a whole Roman army, with their 
general ; but were in the end rcpulfed with great flaughter 
byUlpiuB MaFccMud, a man of mean defeent, but an excel- 
lent commander, and a ftridl obferver of the military difei- 
plijie. The ancients give us no particular account of this 
war but only tell us that it proved very bloody ; that the 
emperor, for the great advsmtageV gained by his lieutenant, 
took the title of imperator the fixth time, with the furname 
of Britaitfikus $ and that Ulplus Marcellus, by his gallant 
and prudent condu^, gained itich credit and reputation, 
that Commodus, envying the glory he «had acquired, de- 
figfied to put him to death } but uterwards allowed him 
to live. 

Commodus, who had hitherto followed the advice of his 
father’s friends andcounfellors, now began to defpife them, 
thinking himftlf fufficiently qualified to govern without fo 
many tutors. He therefore difeharged them all, employ- 
ing IB their room either his debauched companions, or 
fueh as they recommended tp him. Thus Petennius Ni- 

g er was preferred to the command of the armies in Syria, 
y the mtereft of Aie wreftlcr Narciflus ; and many otners 
were raifed to great entployments by means of the empe- 
ror^ frccdmcfi, Oaves, and concubines, whofe imperious 
and af rogant behaviour drew upon the young prince the 
hatred a^ contempt of the fenate; which he being well 
apprifed of, began in his turn to put to death, under vari- 
ous pretences, feme of the moil eminent members of that 


• Lamprid. tirCommod. Dio, p. SiS, Herpdian, p. 471. Goltz,p. 
Si, f Viti Commod. p, 48. Onupbi p. ■31, 
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iJluftriouB body. His fifter Lucille finding him abhorred a eoafpi^ 
on account of his cuclties, by ail the great mefi in Rome, ratyf^m- 
formed a confpiracy againfi him, with a dcfign to place in fd agahf 
his room a perfon whom fhe favoured, and was thought to 
love both above her brother and her hulband Pompeianus. 

She had the title of emprefs, and all the honour attending 
it, being the widow of the emperor L. Verus ; but never- 
thelcfs was obliged to give place to Crifpina the wife of 
Commodus, a mortification whicl^her haughty fpirit could 
not brook. She therefore drew into a confpiracy Claudius 
Pompeianus, to whom fiie had betrothed her daughter 
Q^adratus, and many other fenators of diilindition. It 
was agreed among the confpiratorSs that they fhould aflaf- 
finalie the emperor while he was going to the amphitheatre, 
through a narrow dark pafi^ge ; and that Pompeianus 
fhould give him the firfl blow. Accordingly they aifaulted 
him at the appointed place ; but Pompeianus fhewing him, 
inflead of ftriking at once, the naked dagger, and crying 
out, This prefent the fenate fends you,” the guards had 
time to refeue the emperor, and feize the confpiratora, 
who were foon after executed. The emperor baniihed his who art 
fifter to the iiland of Capreae, where he afterwards order- 
cd her to be privately murdered *- This fame year the em- 
prefs Crifpina was likewife confined to the iiland of Ca- 
pres, and there murdered by the emperor’s order, for imi- 
tating him in his debaucheries (M}. One Anterus, or, 
as omers call him Saoterusj«a native of Nicomedia, and the 
emperor’s favouritg freedman, was thought to have inili- 
gated hinri to the wicked roeafures which he was purfuing; tains of the 
for be bore a great fway with the prince. Wherefore tw ^ards 
captains of the guards caufed him to be murdered by Clo- 
ander, of whom we fhall fpeak hereafter. The emperor 

, to be mar- 

E Vit. CoffliDod. p. 46. Hcrodiaa. p. 474. Dio, p, SiS. h Dio, £^ul, 
p. 818. 


(M) Quadratus bad a codcu- 
bine, by name Marcia, and a 
fi^vourite freedman nanirid £c- 
ledtug. The latter the empe- 
ror created his chief chamt^r- 
lain, and the former, who was 
a woman of great Iwauty, he 
kept fior his concubine, and di- 
ilinguiflied her with all the ho- 
nours that were pecuHar to the 
emprefles, except that of hav- 


ing fire and torches carried be- 
fore her (1). She is fuppofed 
to have been a great friend to 
tho Chriflians ; and ro her 
po^er at court, and authority 
with the emperor, iscoRimonly 
aferibed the profound tranqui- 
lity which the church enjoyed 
in the nidfi of fo many cruel 
executions (2). 


(1] Herod, lib. i.p. 48S. 


(1) 


Vide Baron. Ann. im. 
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exprefled greater concern for his death, than he had donti 
for the confpiracy formed againft himfclf ; andbeing inform- 
ed that Tarruntinus Paternusi one of the captains of the 
gtiarilsi was privy to it, he removed him from his employ- 
ment, on pretence of creating him a fenator, and a few 
days after caufed him to he ailaiTinatcd, with Salvius Julia- 
nna, to whofe fon the daughter of Paternus had been be- 
trothed, pretending that they had both confpired to depofe 
him, and feize the enypire for themfelves^ Salvius Ju- 
lianus was grandfon to the famous civilian of that name 
under Adrian, and uncle to Didius Julianus, who was 
afterwards emperor. 

In the fame yearwere falflyaccufed of treafon, coildemned, 
and executed, Velius Rufus, Egnatius Capito, and.the two 
Quintilii, Maximus, and Condianus, who had been all con- 
luls. Sextus Condianus the fon of Maximus, who had like- 
wife been conful, and was a young man of extraordina^ 
parts, was condemned with his father and uncle ; but el- 
caped, at lead for fome lime, by caufing a report to be 
^read, that he was dead 5 but many attefting that he was 
Itill alive, diligent fearch was made after him. Many per- 
fons, who had never feen him, were accufed of having har- 
boured and concealed him in their houfes, and, upon that 
charge, either put to death, or baniOied- Of Sextus him- 
felf w^e find no farther mention in hiftoiy. iEmilius Junc- 
tus and Attilius Severus were both baniflicd in their con- 
fulfhip, which they held, it feems, during the two laft 
months of the year, and with them, ^ many fenators and 
knights of great diflindfion Under the fucceeding con- 
fuls M, Eggius Merullus and Cn. Papirius ^lianus, the em- 
peror’s favourite minifter Perennis was accufed of afpiring 
to the empire, and put to death. He was captain of 
the praetorian guards, an excellent commander, and, ac- 
cording to Dio Cajlfiiifs, a man without reproach. 

While Commodus was ailifiing at the Capitoline fports in- 
ftituted by Domitian in B6, a perfon, in the habit of a Cynic 
philofopber, appeared unexpe£tedly in the midft of the 
theatre^i'andf addrclEng the emparor, exclaimed aloud, 
that, while he regarded^nothing out his pleafures and di^ 
verfio])3, he was in danger of lofing both his life and the 
empire, by the wicked praftices of Perennis, and his chil- 
dren. Perennis caufed the pretended Cynic to be immedi- 
ately feized as a madman, who difturbed the public fports, 
and fodn after ordered him to be burnt alive •, a circum-^ 

J Vit. Commod. p. 471 * Dio, lib. Ixxii p. 819. Vir. Com- 

inod-p.47i 
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ftaiice wlikh- gave the emperor no fmall jealoufy. Not long 
after fome fbldiers, arriving at Rome from IllyriCum, where 
the fon of Ferennis commanded^ fhewed Cominodus, in 
a private audience, fome medalSj on which was engraved 
the image of the fon of Perennis, as if he had been already 
emperor; which intelligence fo alarmed the prince, that 
he commanded the traitor to be immediately put to death ^ 

Thus Herodian : but Dio Caffius and Lampridius relate his 
downfal in a quite different manner. His wife, his filler, hij ivift 
and his two fons, underwent the fame fate. To his eldeft anddnl- 
fon, who commanded the army in Illyricum, the emperor "J’ 
wrote an obliging letter, enjoining him to come with all 
poffible expedition to Rome, to receive new marks of the 
efteem and affedlion he had for him and his father. As 
the young man was an entire ftranger to what had paffed, 
and not in a condition to revolt openly, he readilv complied 
with the invitation ; but had no fooner entered Italy, than 
he was cut in pieces by the foldiers who attended him, pur- 
fuant to the private orders they had received from Rome “• 

The other brother was probably killed at Rome with his 

father. _ • • • l 

Perennis was fucceeded in the poll of prime mimller by PermnU U 
Cleander 5 for the emperor himfelf was fo engaged in his fl^ccfedid 
pleafures and diverfions, tllat he could not bellow one mi- 
nute on the af^rs of ftatc : he would not even be at the ’ 
trouble of (igning his difpatches: and, in feveral letters to 
his friends, all he wrote waS vale, farewcL Cleander was 
hy birth a Phrygian, and originally a Have, having been 
publicly fold as fuch in Rome- He belonged at firlt to M. 

Aurelius, and afterwards to Commodus, who, favouMg 
him above the reft of his Haves, allowed him to marry De- 
moftracia, one of his concubines, brought up the children 
he had by her in the palace, prefented him with his liberty, 
and appointed him his chamberlain. He is thought to have 
procured, the death of Perennis, that he might engrofc 
the power to himfelf; a defign which he cafily compaffed, ^hoahufii 
and abufed his authority in a more flagrant manner than hu auth 9 - 

Perennis had ever done? By him all thiilgs were opMly fet 
to fale, offices, provinces, public /evenues, public jui^ce, 
and the Jives of men both innocent and guilty- A^iwua 
Burrhus, who had married one of the emperoj a uftersj 
took the liberty to acquaint the prince with the un^rrant- 
able condua of his rtiniftCT; but that liberty coft his 
Kfc, Cleander having charged him with afpinng to the cm- 

} Herodot. lib- i. p* 474, 475* ^ ^ 

mod. p. 48, 
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pirc, and prevailed upon the emperor, whom he blindl]^ 
controuled, lo condemn him, and all thofe who efpoufed 
his caufe, or attempted to defend him. Among thefe was 
Ebutianus captain of the guards, in whofe room Cleander 
perfuaded the emperor to fubftitute himfelf, and two others, 
TAf ra^- whom he named for that purpofe. Upon the death of Pe- 
rcnnis, that employment had been given to Niger, who 
held it only fix hours ; another enjoyed it but five days, and 
feveral others not fo long, the timorous emperor changing 
the captains of his guards daily and hourly. Moll of thefe 
officers loll their lives with their employment, being accufed 
of treafon by Cleander, who folicited, and at lail obtained, 
that important poll for himfelf 

After the death of Perennis, the emperor pretended to be 
greatly concerned for many things that had been done dur- 
ing his adminillration, in order to throw the whole odium 
upon the deceafed. He wrote a foothin^ letter to Pertinax, 
whom Perennis had baniflied into Liguria, his native coun- 
try, and kept there for the fpace of three years, appointing 
^hi^Roman him commander of the troops in Britain, which had muti- 
nied, and raifed great difturbances in that ifland, neither 
the Roman foldiers, nor the Britons, being able to bear the 
tyrannical government of Commodus. Upon the arrival 
of Pertinax, the foldiers prefieii him to affiime the fove- 
reignty ; but he, reje£ling the ofierwith indignation, brought, 
by degrees, the mutinous foldiery to a fenfe of their duty, 
and rellored tranquility to the Iprovince, but not without 
great trouble and danger ; for one of the legions openly re- 
volting, much blood was fpilt, and Pertinax himfelf left 
upon the fpot for dead. As his feverity drew upon him 
the hatred and ill-will of the foldiery, he defired to be re- 
called ; but the emperor did not comply with his requeft 
till three years after. This year Commodus took the title 
of imperaCor for the eighth and lall time, on account of the 
advantages which Clodius Albinus is faid to have gained 
over the Frifians 

Yr. of FI. Under the next confuls, Crifpinus and^lianus, a colti- 
mon foldier, named Maternus, having deferted his colours, 
U C* 935" joijicd by maqy others guilty of the fame crime, 

' ' ' grew ia a Ihort time fo powerful, the banditti flocking to him 

from all parts, that he over-ran and plundered great part of 
Gaul and Spain, ftormed the ftrongeft cities, and (truck 
the emperor and people of Rome wi^ fuch terror, that 
troops were raifed, and armies difpatched againlt him. Pef- 
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CenniuS Niger was fent to make head againll hyn in Gaul^ 
where he became very intimate with Severus, who was then 
governor of the country of Lyons p. Maternus, finding 
himfelf reduced to great ftraits by Niger, divided his troops 
into feveral fmall bodies, and marched privately, by differ^ 
tnt ways, into Italy, having nothing lefs in view than to 
murder the emperor during the folemnity which was kept 
annually, in honour of the mother of the gods, and, upon 
his death, to feize the empire. They all arrived at Rome 
undifccivered ; and fome of his men had already mixed 
themfelves with the emperor’s guards, when he was betray- 
ed by others of his own party. He was immedisttely feized, 
and executed ; and his death terihinated the diilurbances, 
which fome of his followers h»d begun to raife in other pro- 
vinces At this period broke out the moil dreadful plague, 
fays Dio Caflius, that had been known. It lafted two or 
three years, and raged with the greated violence in Rome, 
where it frequently carried off two thoufand perfons a day. 
The emperor, to avoid the contagion, retired to Laurencum, 
a city of Latium, on the fea-iide. 

In the following year, Fufeianus and Silanus being both 
confuls for the fecond time, the emperor declared, that he 
defigned to pafs over into Africa ; but having, under that 
pretence, exacted very conudcrahle Turns, and even fufFered 
the people to offer up vows for his fafe return on the fifth 
of April, he fpent the moqfy in banquets and revels, and 
continued at Rome, and in the neighbourhood. About this 
time Severus was tfanflated from the government of Pan* 
nonia to that of Sicily, whence he returned to Rome, to 
clear himfelf of a crime with which he was charged ; name- 
ly, that of confulting the aflrologers, as if he entertained 
thoughts of ufurping the fovereignty. Hiscaufe was heard 
by the captains of the guards, the colleagues of Cleander ; 
and, as Commodus was hated, fays Spartian, Severus was 
cleared, and his accufer crucified This year great part 
of the Capitol, a famous library, and feveral coifitiguous 
buildings, were deftrbyed by lightning*. Eulehius fays, 
it confumed whole quarters of the citjr, and in them fevc- 
ral libraries^ At the fame time the city was afHi£ted with 
a dreadful famine, occafioned, as fome authors write, by 
Cleander, who, having now nothing lefs in view than the 
fovereignty, privately bought up all the corn, in order to 
raife the price of it, and gain the affe£Iion8 of the foldicry 
and people, by dillributing it among them Other writers 

p Nig. Vit. p. 7c, 9 Herodot. lib. i. p. 475- Vit Com. p. 5»i 

* Spart. in Sever. ■ Eufeb. in Chron. Orof. lib. VJii. cap. lO. 

* Dio, p. I23, 
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tell US, that Papirius Dionyfius, whofe province it was to 
fupply the city with provifions, contributed towards the fa- 
mine, in order to make the people rife againft Cleander. 

It is certain, however, that the populace aferibed all their 
calamities and misfortunes to the minifler, who now began 
to a£l: in a more arbitrary manner than ever, putting to 
death and pardoning, banifhing and recalling from exile, 
whom he pleafed. Several manumitted flaves he created 
patricians, and placed them in the fenatc ; others he made 
governors of provinces, and raifed to the firft employments. 
But his reign was of (hort duration ; for the following year, in 
which Rome faw for the firR, and indeed for the lali time, 
twenty-five confuls, all named by Cleander, and molt of 
them his creatures, while tl\c people were celebrating the 
Circenfian games, a troop of children, having at their head 
a young woman of an extraordinary Itature, and a fierce af- 
pe£t, entering the circus, began to utter aloud many bitter 
inve£tives, and dreadful curfes, againft Cleander ; which 
being for fome time anfwered by the people with other in- 
vectives and curfes, the whole multitude fuddenly fiew, in 
a tumultuous manner, to the palace of Quintilius in the 
neighbourhood of Rome, where the emperor was then re- 
fiding with Cleander ; and renewing their curfes and im- 
precations, demanded the head of the perfidious wretch, by 
whom they had been fo grievoufly and tyranically opprefled. 
Cleander ordered the prztorian cavalry to charge the mul- 
titude i which order they obeyed, driving them, with great 
llaughter, into the city \ but there the pspulace difeharging 
Ihowers of ftones, bricks, and tiles, from the tops of the 
houfes and from the windows, while the city-guards, who 
hated Cleander, joining the multitude, the pr2Btorian horfe 
were forced to give way, and fave themfelves by a difor- 
derly flight. The people purfued them to the palace of 
Qmndlius, where the emperor was palling his time in the 
company of fome lewd women, wholly unapprifed of the 
tumult, Cleander having forbidden thofc who were about 
him to acquaint him with it. However, Marcia, his fa- 
vourite concubine,'' thought it her fluty to inform him of 
what had pafled; and his fifter FadiUa, entering his apart- 
ment iffi a great fright, and with her hair dilhevelled, cried 
out aloud, that all was loft, unlefs he abandoned Cleander 
to the fury of the ino^nfed populace. The emperor, ftruck 
^th terror and amazement, fent for Cleander ; and hav- 
ing caufed his head |to be ftruck off that inftant, lent it to 
the pecmle^ its appearance put an end to the combat, 
which ftill continued with great flaughter. His head and 
body were, by the incensed populacej infulted in a molt 
" out- 
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outrageous manner. His wife, his childrenj and moft of 
his creatures, were, at the fame time, malTacrcit; and their 
bodies firft dragged through the ftrects, and then thrown 
into the common fewer JuLianus and Rcgillus were ap- 
pointed captains of the guards in the room of Clcander and 
his colleagues ; but the emperor caufed them both to be 
foon after alTaflinated, though he had ever (hewn a paiti- 
cular kindnefs and affedlion for Julianus, whom he ufed to 
ftyle his father. About the clofp of this year, Pertinax 
was, at his own requeft, recalled from Britain, and charged 
with the care of fupplying the city with provifions, in the 
room of Papirius Dionylius, who was iikewife put to death, 
with all thofe who had in any degree contributed to the 
railing of the price of corn. 

In the following year Comfaiodus entered upon his Hxth 
confulfhip, taking Petronius Septimianus for his colleague. 

The feveral confpiracies which had been formed againil 
himfelf and his minifters, filling him with jealoufies and 
fufpicions, he abandoned himfelf, without controul, to 
bloodflied and cruelty (N). This year Severus, who had 
been one of the twenty-five confuls of the preceding year, 
was appointed commander of the troops in Illyricum ; and 
Pertinax was fent into Africa, with the charafler of pro- 
conful. The following y(ar, Apronianus and Bradua be- Yt. of FK 
ing confuls, a fire broke out in the night-time in the cele- i5]9. 
brated temple of Peace, preceded, and, as fomc writers A. D. 191. 
fuppofe, produced, by a flight earthquake; for no thunder 
was heard * (O). . The 

of Peacf 

0 Dio, lib. IxxH. p. 8x3. Herod, lib. i. p. 4.79^411. Vit. Com. confumed 
p. 48. X HerodUn. lib, i. p. 4B5. Dio, p. 829, ^ 

(N) Among the multitudes retiredouhorfebackjwithade- 
of all ranks and conditions, who fign to take refuge among the 
Were doomed to be inhumanly Barbarians ; and would have 
maflacred this year, Dio Cal- effedled his efcape, had he not 
fius gives us a particular account been retarded by a friend of 
nf the death of Julius Alexan- his, who could not keep up 
der, a native of Emefa in Sy- with him| and whom he could 
ria ; who being informed that not bear to leave behind. Be- 
the emperor had feqjt thither a ing, therefore, overtaken by 
centurion, with a band of fol- thofe who purfued hioj^ he iirlt 
diers, to mu^er him, fuiprifed killed his friend, that he might 
thm in the night, and killed not fall into their hands, and af- 
them to a man, with feveral terwards hinifelf (i). 
others, whom lie fufpefted to (O) Dio Caffiusfuppofes, that 
be his enemies. Having thus it began in the adjoining houles. 
filled the city with {laughter, he Bethatasit will, the tcjiij>le, with 
(i) Wo, p. 813. 
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and thf The fire fpread with great violence tp other quarters of 
umple of the city, ami confumed a great number of ftately edifices ; 
Vffa, rwUh among the reft, the temple of Vefta. The Veftals fled to 
the palace, with the ftatue of Fallas, which was fuppofedto 
have been brought from Troy, and had never before been 
expofed to public view; but the flames feized the palace it- 
felf, and reduced great part of it to afties. However, the 
public papers and regifters were with great difficulty pre- 
ferved. The conflagration lafted feveral days, in fpite of 
the utmoft endeavours or the people, the foldiery, and the 
emperor himfelf ; who, returning on that occafion, from 
the country, expofed his own perfon, in order to encou- 
rage others to exert themfelves by his example. It ceafed, 
at length, of itfelf, or was extinguifhed by a fudden and 
violent rain. This year Perfinax was preferred from the 
government of Africa to that of Rome, and Didius Julia- 
nus appointed to govern Africa in his room. The next 
confuls were Commodus the feventh time, and Helvidius 
Fertinax the fecond. This year the Roman troops were de- 
feated by the Saracens, whom we find now mentioned for 
the firft time in hiftoryr, Commodus, being told, that 
Severus, who commanded in lllyricum, and Nonius Mur- 
cus, who had the command of fome other army, afpired to 
the empire, appointed Clodius ^Ibinus, in whom he re- 
pofed an entire confidence, governor of Britain, and wrote 
a letter to him with his own hand, fays Julius Capitolinus, 
authorizing him to aflume the tide of Caefar, and the orna- 
ineiits peculiar to that dignity, in cafe any difturbances 
fhould arife in the empire. Albinus, adds the fame writer, 
prudently declined that honour, fearing to be involved in 
the ruin of Commodus, which he apprehended was fpeedily 

y Vit, NIgr. p> 77. 

all the furrounding buildings, ings, as many others depofited 
were reduced to afhes. That their jewels, and whatever elfe 
magnificent ftrudure had been they efleemed of mat value, 
railed by VefpaliaD after the It was likcwife ma£u(e of as a 
deftruftion of Jeruftlem, and kind df magazine for the fpices 
enriched with the fpoils ^nd that were brought by the Ro- 
ornamqiirs of the temple of the man merchants out of Egypt 
Jews. The ancients fpeak ofit and Arabia; fo that many nch 
as one of the moll Aately build- perfons were reduced to beg- 
ings in Rome. There men qf gary, all their valuable effbas 
learning ufed to hold their af- and treafures being confumed in 
fcinblies, and lodge their writ- one night, with the temple (i]r 

(1} Dio, p, 8x9. Herod, lib. i. p. 4S5. 

, approac|i- 
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approachmg The account which Dio Caflius and Hero- 
dian give us of the latter part of this prince’s i^ign, is no- 
thing but a detail of his follies, and the fhews which he 
exhibited, and in which he himfclf afted the chief part. 
Both thefe hiltorians were prefent ; and the former, who 
aflillad at the fpe6kacles in quality of fenator, tells us, that 
he, and the other fenators, chewed the whole time, bay- 
leaves, that by their bitternefs they might be diverted from 
laughing at the prince’s folly ; which would have coft them 
their lives. However, he owns, that the addrefs and fkill 
which the emperor difplayed in fliooting with the bow, was 
univerfally admired and applauded; for a panther having 
feized a man, and being ready to devour him, Commodus 
let fly an arrow againft the beaft with fo much flcill and 
force, that the panther fell dead to the ground, before the 
man received the leaft hurt* (P). 

He had often appeared on the public flage in the ama- 
zonian, and other fantaftical drefles ; but this year he was 
not afliamed to enter the lifts with the gladiators, to a£t 
and to dance in the theatre quite naked. Not fatisfled with 
thefe follies, he refolved to appear on the firll day of the 
enfuing year 193, as conful, and at the fame time as gla- 
diator ; and, for that purpofe, caufed Erucius Clarus and 


2 Vit. Albiti. p. 79. * 

(F) A few days before his 
death, he changed the names of 
fonie of the monttis, calling 
Augufl Commodus, September 
Auguft, Oftober Hercules, No- 
vember Invincibilis, December 
Exuperatorius, and January A- 
mazoniuB ; which lafl title he 
himfelf aflumed, becaufe he 
had flrfl fallen in love with 
Marcia, upon feeing her paint- 
ed in the drefs of an Amazon. 
He likewife intended to phange 
the name of the city itfelf, 
and call it Colonia Commodia- 
na, or, the Colony of Commo- 
dus. Upon this head he wrote 
to the fenate, fly ling himfelf in 
the letter, Imperator Cafar 
Lucius, ^lius, Aurelius, Corn- 
modus, Antoninus, Auguflus, 
Pius, Felix, Sarmanicus, Ger- 
manicus, Maximinus, Britan- 


Dio, p. 484. Herod, p. 8x6. 

nlcus, Pacator orbis terrarum, 
Inviftus Romanus Hercules, 
Pontifex Maximus, Tribunitise 
Poteflatis XVII. Imperator 
VIII. Conful VII. Paler Pa- 
tris, &c.” The fenate readily 
complied with his requefl, and 
not only ftylcd Rome Colonia 
Commodiana, but the houfe 
in which they aflembled. The 
Houfe of Commodus. They 
had given him before, in dcri- 
iion, fay^Lampridius, the tide 
of Pius, upon his railing to the 
coiffulfliip one of his mother’s 
gallants; the title of^appy, 
for having compafled the death 
ofPerennis; and that of Her- 
cules, in conlideratian of hii 
extraordinary ilrcngth, and hii 
killing many ihoufand wild 
beafls in the amphitheatre. 
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Sofius Falco, the two confulB eleft^ to be mufdered. This 
defigD he irfiparted to Marcia the night before it was to be 
put in execution telling her3 that the confuU were to be 
killed the following night ; and that he intended to march 
in proceflion, not from the palace, and with the enfigns of 
the imperial dignity, as was ufual on the firft of Jaauary, 
but from the fchool of the gladiators, armed like one of 
them, and attended by them only. Marcia threw herfelf at 
his feet, and conjured him with tears in her eyes, to reflefl: 
on the danger to which he expofed his life, l 3 y trulling it 
to men dellitute of all honour and probity. But Commodus, 
without regarding her remonftrances, ordered Lxtus, cap- 
tain of the guards, and EcleiAus, his chief chamberlain, to 
prepare the apartment which he had built for himfelf in the 
houfe where the gladiators belonging to the public were 
lodged. Thefe two officers did, likewife, all that lay in 
their power to divert him from fo ftrange a rcfolution; but 
to no purpofe : for the emperor, inflead of yielding to their 
intreaties, flew into a rage ; and, retiring to his chamber, 
as if he deflgned to repofe himfelf, it being then about noon, 
he wrote down, on a piece of paper, the names of many 
illuftrious feUators, and other perlbns of di(lin£tion, whom 
he deflgned to take oiFby aflaffinationi in order to enrich 
himfelf with their eftates; and 3 t the head of the fatal lift 
the names of Marcia, Lsetus, and EcleAu^ appeared. Hav- 
ing left this paper upon his bed, when he went to bathe be- 
fore dinner, according to the K6man cultom, a little child, 
with whom he ufed to amufe himfelf, . enteiing his bed- 
chamber, innocently took it up and Marcia, meeting him, 
fnatched it out of his hand, imagining it to be fome writ- 
ing of confequence. She was greatly furprifed, when, upon 
viewing it, (he found herfelf, Lstus, and Ecle^us, doomed, 
with the reft, to de(tru6tion. She immediately acquainted 
Lxtus and Ecledlus with the danger that threatened them, 
who thereupon refolved to prefcrve themfelvQS by dcftroy- 
ing the tyrant ** (Q^)- 

^ flcrod. lib. i. p. 4^6^ 487. 

(QJr Such IB the account the cruelties and follies of Com- 
ivhich Herodian gives us of this nodus, and terrified with his 
confpiracy. But Dio Caflius, menaces, agreed with Marcia to 
who bad already related the difpatch him, Julius Capito- 
death of Domitian with thefe linus pretends, that they ac- 
very circumflances, tells us only quainted Pertinax with their 
in this place, that Laetus and deflgn, who did not attempt to 
^le&us, no longer able to bear , divert them from But Dio 

Caflius 



361 


The Roman Hi/lory^ 

The confpiratbrs agreed, that the fafeft, and moft expe- 
ditious way, was to difpatch him with poifon 7 which wai 
accordingly adminiftered by Marcia, as he returned very 
hot from bathing, after having killed fome wild beafts. 
The emperor, being foon after felzed with a heavy Hum- 
ber, retired to refrefli himfelf with fleep (for he flept, as 
hiitorians obferve, at all hours); and EcleAus, feizing that 
opportunity, ordered the company to retire, hoping to 
conceal the caufe and manner of Jiis death : but Commo- 
dus, awaking when the company was fcarce gone, was 
fcized with a violent vomiting; and, fufpe^ling that poifon 
had been given him, threatened all about him with imme- 
diate death. The confpirators, fearing he fliould void the 
poifon, and efcape, fent liaftily for his great favourite Nar- 
ciffus, the famous wrefller, who, being gained over with 
great promifcs, threw himfelf upon the emperor, and, feiz- 
ing him by the throat, ftrangled him Thus died Corn- 
modus, after having lived thirty-one years, and four 
months ; and reigned twelve years, nine months, and 
fourteen days. He was murdered in a palace which flood 
on mount Coelius, where he then refided, becaufe he could 
not fleep in the imperial palace ^ His body was privately 
conveyed away, and buried in the fields ; but was after- 
wards taken up by Pertindk, who fucceeded to the empire, 
and depofited in the monument of Adrian. 

His death was no fooner known, than the fenate aflem- 
bled, without waiting for fhe return of day; and declared 
him a public enemy, loaded him with curfes, ordered his 
llatues to be broken to pieces, his name to be rafed out of 
all public infcriptions, and demanded his body, that it 
might be dragged through the llreets, and thrown into the 
Tiber. When Pertinax, who had already been declared 
emperor, anfwered, that it was buried, they defired to 
know, who had been fo daring as to pay that honour to a 
gladiator, to a parricide, to a more cruel and bloody tyrant 
than Nero or Doniitian ® Though he was generally abhor- 
red as a monfler of cruelty, and an enemy to mankind, yet 
the emperor Severus ftyled himfelf his brother, caufed him 
to be ranked among the god^, appointed priefls and facri- 

■ 

c Herod. lib, i. p. 48g. Dio. p. 8aB. COmm. Vit. p. 51. •* Eufcb. 

Chron, p. zit, ® Vit. Com. p. 53. Dio, p- 830. 

Caflius and Herodian alTure us, Aink of any thing but difpatch- 
that he was altogether unapprif- ing the tyrant, and fecunng 
ed of their attempt, the con- themfelves. 
fpirators 'not baving tipie to 
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fices to his honoufj and ordered the anniverfary of his birth to 
be obferved^th great folemnity. It is an undoubted fa£^, that 
the empire was indebted to him for eltablifhing a company of 
merchants, and a fleet for conveying corn from Africa to 
Rome, when any misfortune (hould befal the fleet that 
tranfported it from Egypt. Another af^ion we find record- 
ed of his, truly worthy of the fon of M. Aurelius : one Ma- 
niliuB, who had been fecretary to Avidius Cailius, and privy 
to bis confpiracy, having made his efcape, and concealed 
himfelf ever fince his death, was apprehended in the be- 
ginning of the reign of Commodus, to whom he oflered to 
difeover many things of great importance ; but Commodus 
would not fo much as hear him \ he even burnt all his 
letters, without opening any one of them ^ But this tranf- 
a£lion happened in the very beginning of bis reign, when 
he followed the advice of the wife counfellors whom his 
father had placed about him. No mention is made in 
hiilory of his children ; but it appears from an ancient 
medal, that he had fome, who muft have died very young 
Of the authors who flouriihed in his reign, we fhall give an 
account in the notes (R). 

Com- 

f Dio, in Excerpt. Val, p. 7x5# ^ E Spart. libi vii. p. 659, 

(R) Julius Pollux inferibed tcnces extrafled out of the beft 
to Commodus, when he had Greek writers, and alphabeti- 
only the title of Czfar, Ono- cfllly digefled. Butthefe thirty- 
maflicoD, which is ftill extant, fix books plight have been re- 
and conlifis of ten books. It is duced, according to Photius, 
a collection of fynonymous words to fix or feven, by retrenching 
ufed by the befl Greek writers the author’s ufelefs digreflions 
to exprefs one and the fame and repetitions. Philollratus 
thing. He was one of the pre- fpeaks of one Arift2enetu5 of 
ceptors of Commodus, who, Byzantium, who fiourifhed un- 
being chiefly taken with his fine der Commodus, and ranks him 
and harmonious voice, honour- among the moft eloquent men 
ed him with the profefforfhip of of his time. Athenzus, whofc 
eloquence lately founded in the work, intitled, Deipnofophifta, 
city of Athens. Fhrynicus was has reached our times, lived 
contemporary with Pollux, and under Commodus ; but did not 
likewifejinrcribed toCommoifuB, begin to write, as we may 
when he was only Czfar, a be fully convinced from the li- 
work, of which Photius had berty with which he fpeaks of 
read thirty -five or thirty-fix him, till after his death (1)- 
hooks. It was a colleCh'on of We have but an abridgment of 
words, phrafes, and fome fen- his Deipnofophifla, made, ac- 

(1) Athen. lib. xii, VoIT. Hilt, Grace, lib. ii. cap. 15. 

cording 
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Coininodiis being dead^ and hts body privately conveyed L^us oW 
away, Lxtus and Ecleflus repaired to the houfe of Helvi- 
dius Pertinax, whom they judged the moft deferving per- 
fon in the fenate, and the moft worthy of the empire. As 
the death of the emperor was not publicly known, Pertinax, 
roufed out of his ileep (for it was about midnight] by their 
entering his houfej did not doubt but they had been com- 
milEoned by Commodus to murder him. However, he or- 
dered his domeftics to admit Cham into his room; and, 
upon their appearing, without riflng from his bed, or be- 
traying the leaft concern, he told them, that as Pompeia- 
nus and he were the only friends of M. Aurelius left alive, 
he had expe£ked every day to fall a facrifice to the cruelty 
of the tyrant ; and, with great firmnefs, bid them put their 
orders in execution. Lsetus, 'admiring his conftancy and 
intrepidity, informed him, that the tyrant was dead ; and 
that they were come to offer the empire to him, as the per- 
fon in the fenate the moft' worthy of that dignity. Perti- 
nax, fufpefUng fome treachery, even after they had ac- 
quainted him with all the circumftances of the death of the 
tyrant, difpatched fome of his friends to the place where 
his body lay. Upon their return, no room being left for 
any farmer doubt, he yielded to their intreaties, accepted 
the empire, and proceeded to the camp of the prsetorian 
guards with Lxtus their captain, caufing, in the mean 
time, a report to be fpread in the city, that the emperor 
was dead of an ^oplexy, ^nd that Pertinax had fucceeded 
to the throne. Tbe foldiers were greatly furprifed to fee 
him appear in the camp at that time of night ; but Lxtus, 
affembling them, declared, that the emperor being dead of 
an apoplexy, he brought them a new prince, the moft de- 
ferving perfon in the fenate, who, he was confident, would 
be received with great joy, and acknowleged by all the 
armies of the empire, fince he had on every occalion given 
fignal proofs of his courage, prudence, and other princely 
virtues. 

Pertinax himfelf fpoke after Lsetus, and, in his harangue, 
promifed each foldier three thoufanik drachmas which 
would have gained them immedately over to his intcrcft, 

• 

cording to Cafaubon, at Con- Grecian antiquities. He pub- 
llantinople five or fix hundred liflied other Works ; but none 
years fince. This writer is of them have reached our 
highly efleemed, and not unde- times (a), 
ftrvedly, by the admirers of 

(s) Voff Hift. Cnee, lib. ii. cap. 15* 

. bad 
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had be not added very unfeafonably, that he hoped, by their 
meauB, to rtform feveial abufes ; for they concluded from 
thence, that he dedgned to reftore the ancient difeipline, 
and deprive them of ma^ privileges, which had been 
granted by Commodus. This declaration occationed an 
univerfal difeontent, which, however, they dilTcmbled for 
the prefent : a fmall number having, at hrft, faluted him 
with the title of emperor, the reft followed their example, 
Yr. of FI. took the oath of allegiaftf:e, and, after the ufual facrifices, 
•54-i> accompanied him, crowned with laurel, to the fenatc \ 

U C received with the greatefl demonltrations of 

' ‘ joy by the new confuls Quintus Sofius Falco and Caius Ju- 
is ac- lius Erucius, and by all the magiftrateB, and other fenators, 
aowleged who had aflembled upon the firft news of the death of the 
by ihtprm' tyrant. When the fenators tad refumed their places, Per- 
tiiiaxj before they had conferred upon him the title of Au- 
g^ftus, earneftly in treated them not to lay fo heavy a bur- 
den upon him in his old age^ but to choofe fome other more 
able to difeharge fuch an important truft, and better qua* 
lilied by his nobility arid birth for fo high a ftation He 
was not fatisfied with begging them in general to ele£t an- 
^ other, but particularly named Acilius Glabrio, who had 
been twice conful, and pretended to derive his pedigree 
from Anchifes, the father of ^ifeas, took him by the hand, 
and earneftly intreated him to accept the imperial throne ; 
Ht acetf^i but Glabrio, and with him all the reft, declaring, that they 
the would acknowlege no other pfince but Pertinax, he was 

at laft obliged to yield ^ r 

After the fenate had faluted him with the title of Au- 
He thanks guftus, he returned them thanks in an oration fuited to the 
thejenatu occalion, which was received with loud acclamations by 
the fenate and people, who came in crowds to pay their 
homage to the new prince, whom they highly efteemed and 
revered. The conuils pronounced, according to cuftom, 
his panegyric ; after which Falco, who was one of them, 
upon the emperor's commending Lxtus, captain of the 
guards, and owning himfelf indebted to him for the em- 
pire, is faid by Capitoliiius to have rebuked the prince with 
great freedom for count^ancitig the chief minifter of the 
crimeSyof Commodus. rertinax heard him without the 
leaft emotion, and only told him, when he had done fpeak- 
ing, that he was young, and had not yet learned to obey ; 
that Xj^etUB had put the orders of Commodus in execution 
againft his own inclinaaon, and flicwn, as foon as he was 

^ Herod, lib. iv. p. 4-^1—433* Dio, libi Ixxiji. p. 830. Vit. Fer^* 
p, 55. ^ Herod, Dio, ibid. 
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at liberty, tO aft without rellraipt^ what were his private 
fentiments From the fenate,^ the emperor went to offer 
the ufual facri6ccs in the Capitol, viGted the other tem- 
ples, and then, amidft the loud acclamations of the people, 
repaired to the palace, where he gave a magniGcent enter- 
tainment, as it was the firft day of the new year, to all 
the magiilrates, and the chief men of the fenate, purfuant 
to an ancient cuftom, which had been negleQed by Corn- 
modus • 

Thus Pertinax began his reign, to the great fatisfaftion 
of Rome, and of all the provinces of the empire, where he and tducon 
was proclaimed emperor with extraordinary demon ftrations 
of joy ; no one doubting, that he would foon reftore the 
Itate to its former lullre, and.redrefs the abufes and difor- 
ders introduced by Commodus. He was born on the firft 
of Auguft of the year 126, the tenth of Adrian’s rei^, in 
a little village called Villa Martis, not far from Alba Pom- 
peia, now Alba, in the duchy of Montferrat. He is com- 
monly flyled by hiftorians, and in moll inferiptions, Pub- 
lius Helvius Pertinax. His father, Helvius SuccelTus, had 
either been a Gave himfelf, or was the Ton of an enfran- 
chifed Gave ", and followed the mean profeGion of drying 
wood and making charcc^L We are told, that he gave 
the name of Pertinax to his fon, on account of his obfli- 
uately adhering, for fome time, to the fame calling, which, 
however, he was afterwar^ perfuaded to abandon, and to 
keep a grammar-fchool in Home. But that profeGion not 
anfwcring his expeftation, he engaged in a military life, 
and ferved firft in Syria, in the reign of Antoninus Pius, 

Bs a common foldier ; but was foon raifed to the rank of 
centurion, by the intcreft of Lollius Avitus, or rather Lol- 
lius Gentianus, his father’s patron. 

Having iu that toU dlftinguiftied himfelf under Lucius uij rife 
Verus, during the Parthian war, he was rewarded with the and pre* 
command of a cohort in Syria, and afterwards employed ftrments^ 
in Britain, Mcefia, Italy, and Germany, in which laft 
country he commanded the Roman Gee^t. From Germany 
he was fent into Daci^, and there, upon fome falfc infor- 
mation, deprived of his employment, whatever it was, by 
M. Aurelius, not with ftanding the efteem he had fbr him, 
Capitolinus writes, that he was governor of Dacia, and 
charged with afpiring to the empire. Be that as it may, 

M, Aurelius, being foon after convinced of his innocence, 
created him fenator, honoured him with the enGgns of 

k Vit. Pert- p. 55, ' Herod, lib. ii. p. 4S+. Vit. Pert. p. 55- 
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prztoFi and^ave him the. command of the firfi legioili 
which he led againft the Germane, who had com^ucred 
Rhztia and Noricum. Thefe countries he recovered in one 
campaign ; for which eminent fervice M. Aurelius advanced 
him to the dignity of conful. He was afterwards fent into 
Syria againft Avidius CaiTius ; and, upon his death, recall- 
ed from thence to guard the banks pf the Danube, and 
command the army in Illyricum. Having acquitted him- 
felf in that office to th^ general fatisfadlion both of the 
Homans and Barbarians, he was .afterwards preferred to the 
government of the two MceGaS, then to that of Dacia, and 
laftly to the government of Syria, which he held to the 
reign of Commodus, when he returned to Rome ; but did 
not continue long there, being ordered by Perennis, who 
then governed with abfolute authority, and fufpe£ted all 
men of merit, to quit the city, and retire to Liguria, his 
liative country, where he lived like an exile three whole 
years ; during which he embelliflied the place where he 
was born with a great number of Gne buildings ; but would 
not fuffier his father’s cottage, or rather fliop, which Hood 
in the midft of them, to dc pulled down, or even altered. 
After the downfall of Perennis, he was, by Commodus, 
fent into Britain, to reftore the ^ncient difeipline among 
the troops in that province ; a reformation which he ac- 
complifhed, not without expoGng himfelf to great dangers. 
He was recalled at his own req^eft ; and upon his return 
charged with the care of fupplying the city with proviGons ; 
then appointed proconful of Africa ; aird lallly, governor 
of Rome, which employment he held when Commodus 
was killed 

Hij ehom The confpirators efteemed him, of all the men in Rome, 
ra^er. the molt worthy of the empire. And indeed he was, ac- 
cording to Hetodian, in every refpeft well qualiGed for fo 
important a trult, being a man of great wifdom, extraor- 
dinary valour, and a footlefs charaAer. Dio Caffius ex- 
tols him on account of his mild temper, his goodnefs, and 
his application to buGnefs ; and adds, that he was grave 
without being fallen, mild without wfcaknefs, prudent with- 
out craft, exa£k without affeAation, frugal without avarice, 
and great without pride or arrogance. Aurelius Viflor 
ftyles him a perfon thoroughly acquainted with mankind, 
and one who admired and imitated the manners of the an- 
cient Romans The other Victor fays, that he was an 
enemy to all pomp, and outward Ihew ; that he received 

■ Vit. Pert. p. 54, 55. Herod, lib. ii. p. 4^3. Dio, lib. Ixxiii- 
p. 831. Vi£l. Epit, * Aur. VIA. 
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p^rfons of every rank and condition with great affhbllityi 
and treated them as his equals. Julius Capitofinus is the 
only writer who-gives him but an indifferent charader, and 
charges him with avarice, and want of Gncerity ; but that 
writer lived a hundred years after Pertinax, whereas both 
Dio Calliua and Herodian were perfonally acquainted with 
him. The emperor Julian charges him only with having 
been privy to the confpiiacy ^ ; but even from that impu- 
tation he is cleared by the above mentioned writers. 

As he found the treafury entirely exhaufted, he or- 
dered all the Giver ftatues of Cummodus, which had been 
pulled down by a decree of the fenate, to be melted, and 
turned into money ; and fold by au£lion all his concubines 
and catamites, his arms, his^norfes, bis gold and Giver 
plate, and all his rich moveables ; among which particular 
mention is made of chariots fo contrived, as to fliew the 
hour, and meafure the way By thefe means he raifed 
tnoney enough to pay the prsetorian guards what he had 
promifed them, to difeharge feveral debts contrafled by 
Commodus, and to give a bounty to the people. At the 
fame time he reftored to ihe lawful owners whatever had 
been uiiiuftly taken from them by Commodus, recalled fuch 
as had been baniihed for the pretended crime of treafon, 
put them in poffefGon of Aeir eftates, and puniihed, with 
the utmoft feverity, thofe who had been acceffory to their 
misfortunes. He publicly declared, that he would accept 
of no legacies or inheritandbs from fuch as had children or 
lawful heirs of their own, faying, " I had rather be poor, 
than wallow in riches acquired by diflionourable methods.” 
He aboliflied all the taxes laid by Commodus on the rivers, 
ports, and high-ways ; and would not fuffer his name to be 
fet up, according to cuffom, in fuch places as belonged to 
the emperors, faying, that they did not belong to him but 
to the public ^ 

Thus by the mildnefs of his government, by his equity 
and moderation, he gained the affections both of the fenate 
and people ; but by attempting to reftrain the licentioufnefs 
of the prseCorian guards, he offended both them and their 
commander Lxtus, who at Grft Ijad been fo zealous in his 
caufe. The private men, not doubting that he wculd re- 
ftore the ancient difcipline among them, had, three days 
after his acccffion to the empire, attempted to proclaim Tri- 
arius Maternus Lafeivius, a fenator of an illuilrious fami- 
ly i but he, efcaping from them while they were carrying 

* Jul. C«f, p. If. 1 Vit, Perl. p. 56, ' Dio, lib. Jxxiii- 
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him to the {;amp, fled to Pertinaxj aflured him of his 1oy« 
alty, and then withdrew from Rome. This mutinous dif- 
pofition obliged the emperor to confirm all the privileges 
which had been granted them by Commodus. However, 
he kept them to their duty, which they, inured to the li- 
centioufuefs of the preceding reign, not being able to fuf- 
tain, attempted to raife Falcoi the conful, to the empire. 
Fertinax, who was then at Oftia giving the neceflary orders 
for fupplying the city with provifions, returned haftily to 
the palace \ and, repairing to the fenate, accufed Faico, 
whom the fenators would have condemned immediately as 
a traitor, and a public enemy: but Fertinax rifing up, ex- 
claimed, that in his reign no fenator, however guilty, Aiould 
be put to death ^ and publicly^declared, that he forgave him 
freely. Faico, being thus difmifled, retired to his efiate, 
where he lived in fafety. Some writers pretend, that he 
was utterly unacquainted with the defign of the prxtorian 
guards, who had agreed to make him emperor, without 
imparting to him the refolution they had taken in his fa- 
vour. However, the foldiers, highly exafperated againfi 
Fertinax, and fecretly encouraged by Lxtus, who did not 
think his former fervices fufliciently rewarded, began 
openly to mutiny, and declare [hat they would no longer 
obey the orders of Fertinax, nor acknowlege him for em- 
peror. To exafperate them ftiU more, Lsetus caufed fome 
of them to be publicly execute^, as privy to the late con- 
fpiracy ; pretending, that he only executed the orders of 
Fertinax, though the prince was entirely ignorant of thefe 
proceedings. 

In confequence of this condu£l the mutiny encreafing 
daily, on the twenty- eighth of March a body of about three 
hundred of the mutineers, more daring than the reft, leav- 
ing the camp, and palling through the ftreets of Rome with 
their drawn fwords, went direftly to the palace, which they 
entered without oppofition, the emperor’s freedmen and 
officers either abandoning the palace through fear, or 
treacheroufly opening all the gates. Fertinax, in the mean 
time, knew nothing of what pafled,^ till his wife, in great 
terror, brought him intelligence, that the praetorian guards 
had reimlted, and were already in the palace. The empe- 
ror forthwith difpatched Sulpicianus, his father-in-law, 
whom he had appointed governor of Rome, to appeafe the 
tumult in the camp, and ordered Lxtus to oppofe tnofe who 
had entered the palace : but Lsetus, covering his face, that 
he might not be known, inftead of obeying the emperor’s 
orders, retired to His own houfe. As the mutineers ftiU 
advanced, fome of the emperor’s friendsi who had remain- 
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ed with him, ^dvifed him to retire, and conceal himfelf, 
oil the people, by whom he was greatly beloved, could 
come to his affiHance : but Fertinax rejefted their advice, 
faying, that to fave his life by flight was a thing altogether 
unworthy of an emperor. He therefore rcfolved to meet ^he intri, 
them in perfon, believing that, awed by his prefence, they 
would return to a fenfe of their duty. Accordingly, he 
appeared unexpe£lediy before them^ and alked them, with- 
out betraying the leaft fear or conoern, whether they, whofc 
duty it was to defend the emperor’s perfon, were come with 
an intent to betray and murder him. At the fame time he 
reprefented to them the heinoufnefs of their crime, the ig- 
nominy which it would caft upon their memories, and the 
fatal confequences of fo black a treafon, witli fuch fpirit 
and energy, that many of them, moved by his words, be- 
gan to (heath their fwords, and retire : but a Tungrian 
named Taufius, darting his javelin at the emperor's breafl:, 
and crying out, “ The foJdiers fend you this,” the reft 
ruflied on with great rage, and difpatched him with many Hh death, 
wounds. The emperor made no refiftance; but covering 
his head with his robe, and calling upon Jupiter the Aven- 
ger, fell a facrifice to their fury. Eclcdlus alone remained 
with him, and endeavoured to defend him ; but after hav- 
ing killed two of the fofdiers, was himfclf run through, 
and fell by the fide of his mafter, for whofe fafety he had 
facrificed his life. The foldiers cut off his head, and car- 
ried it upon the point of a fpear in triumph to the camp, 
whither they retired with great precipitation, before the 
people could aflemblc, who, they knew, would not fail to 
revenge the death of a prince whom they fo tenderly loved. 

It was no fooner known that Fertinax had been murder- Heisuni- 
'^d, than the enraged populace flocked from all quarters of •verfallyla^ 
the city; and uttering dreadful menaces againft the authors 
of his death, ran up and down the ftreets in queft of them. 

The fenators were no lefs concerned for his death than the 
people ; the more, becaufe they were now convinced, that 
the folLticrs would fiifl'cr none to reign but tyrants. How- 
ever, as they had moTe to lofe than tlie common people, 
they did not offer to revenge hi^ death ; but cither mufc 
themfelves up in their own houfes, or in thofe of the fol- 
liers of their acquaintance, thinking themfelves there, moft 
fafe Such was the unfortunate and much-lamented end 
ff Publius Helvius Fertinax, after he had lived fixty-fix 
^ears, feven months, and twenty-fix or twenty-eight days; 
ind reigned, acQording to Dio Callius, eighty-feven days, 

• Dio, p, 834, 835. Herodot. lib. ii- p- 4^8i Vit. Pert. p. 5®- 
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that Is, from the firft of January to the twenty-eighth 
of March » His body, together with his head, was in- 
terred with great pomp by Didius Julianus, his fucceflbr, in 
the burying place of his wife's family. The emperor Septi- 
mius Severus, with the title of emperor, alTumed the name 
of Pertinax, which he knew would, above any thing elfe, 
recommend him to the army in lllyricum, and to the Ro- 
ionvuri man people. He puniflied with great feverity all thofe 
tatdkrm been acceflary to his death, difbanded the prseto- 

itath " guards, honoured hi*s memory with a moft magnificent 

funeral, at which was carried the effigies of the deceafed 
prince, pronounced his panegyric, and caufed him to be 
ranked in the number of the gods, appointing the fon chief- 
priefi to his father. The day of his acceffion to the empire 
was yearly celebrated with the Circenfian games ; and his 
birth-day, for many years after, with other fports He 
performed great things, fays Herodian, during his fhort 
adminiftration, and would have reflored the empire to its 
former lullre, had he been indulged with a longer reign. 

Pertinax had difpatched Flavius Sulpicianus, his father- 
in-law, to appeafe the tumult in the camp of the praetorian 
guards ; but in the mean time, the news of his death reach- 
ed the camp, and the three hundred foldicrs arriving foon 
after with his head ftuck on a fpear, Sulpicianus was not 
afhanied to apply to the murderers of his fon-in-law for the 
7/je empire empire, and to offer to purchafe it with money : but they 
expofed to refolved to make the moft of it, • caufed it to be proclaimed 
* on the ramparts of the camp, that the empire was expofed 
to fale, and the beft bidder (hould have it. When news of 
this fcandalous proclamation were firft brought to Rome, 
Didius Julianus, the wealthieft man in the city, was en- 
tertaining fome of his friends at a banquet, who, in the 
midft of their mirth and jollity, advifed him, as he had 
more ready money than any man in Rome, not to lofe the 
opportunity of making fo valuable a purchafe. Julianus ra- 
viffied with the dazzling profpedt of rule and empire, fol- 
lowed their advice, rofc from table, and haftened to the 
camp ; where he began to canvafs;, he reprefented to ihe 
foldicrs, whom Sulpicianus was haranguing in his own be- 
half, t1|at his competitor,* ftiould he fucceed, would not fail 
one day to revenge the death of his fon-in-law ; and he 
gave it them under his hand, that if they favoured him (Di- 
dianus) on this occafion, he would reftore all things to the 
condition they were in under Commodus. This promife 
plcafed the licentious and diftolute foldiery, who had com- 

» Dio, lib, Uxiii. p, 834.. « Epit. Vit. Pert. p. 59. 
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mitteri, in that prince’s reign, every kind of diforder with 
impunity. • 

However, they would bear what they both offered, and 
fufFered them to bid again 11 one another, Sulpicianus in the 
camp, and Julianus at the gate; till the Intter, rifing at 
once from five thoufand drachmas a man to fix thoiil'and 
two hundred and fifty, to be immediately paid, filenced the 
other, was admitted into the camp, and proclaimed empe- 
ror, on condition that he fhould forgive his competitorj ;ind 
never refent his afpiring to the empire M. Uidius .Sc- 
verus Julianus, was defceiuled from an illufirious f;n?njy,' 
originally from Milan, in. which city his grandfather was 
born. The emperor was the fon of Petronius Didiiis Seve- 
rus, and illmilia Clara, the grand-daughter of the cele- 
brated civilian Salvius Julianifs, who flouriflied under A- 
drian, and compiled the Perpetual Edift. He was born on 
the twenty-ninth or thirtieth of January, in the year 133, 
the fifteenth of Adrian’s reign, and brought up by l)omi- 
tia Lucilla, the mother of M. Aurelius. That prince, who 
had a particular affeftion for him, created him firft quxflor, 
then sedile, afterwards prxtor ; and when the time of his 
prxtorfhip expired, gave him the command of the twenty- 
fccond legion, then quartered in Germany. He*afterwards 
appointed him governor (ff Belgic Gaul, where, with the 
few forces he had under his command, he repulfed the 
Chauci, who had made an irruption into the Pioman ter- 
ritories ; for which fervic^ he was rewarded with the con- 
fuKhip. After he, had difeharged that office, he was fent 
into Illyricum, which country he defended with great va- 
lour againit the neighbouring Barbarians ; and was, on that 
account, preferred to the government of Lower Germany ; 
whence he was recalled to Rome, and charged with the 
care of fupplying the city with provifions *. He narrowly 
efcaped death in the reign of Commodus, being accufed as 
a confederate to the pretended confpiracy of Salvius Julia- 
nus, his uncle by the mother, and was for fome time con- 
fined to the city of Milan: but Commodus, afliamed of 
having caufed fo many other fenators t» he inliumunly mr.f- 
facred, not only difeharged Julianus, but preferred him to j 
the government of Bithynia, and^afterwards to the^coiifi:!- 
ftiip, in which he had Pertinax for his colleague, horn he 
fucceeded in the proconfulfhip of Africa. Hence J*ertinax 
ufed to call him his colleague and his fuccefl'or ; which ap- 
pellation was afterwards interpreted as a prefage of his be- 
ing fucceeded by Julianus in the empire- 
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All authors agree, that Didlus Julianus was poireflcd of 
immenfc wealth ; but are divided with refpe£): to his cha- 
ra£^er. Dio Caflius, who had been named by Fertinax to 
the pr;etor(hip, charges him with avarice and gluttony, and 
paints him as one who was wholly intent upon amalEng 
riches by any means, however fhameful and unjuft. He 
fpoke without judgement, fays that writer, and uttered fuch 
things in public as excited the compaflion of all fenfible 
men. He was a great en» 30 urager of difturbances and trou- 
bles in the ftate, and is fiippofed to have privately excited 
the foldiers againll Fertinax, though his nephew had mar- 
ried chat prince’s daughter. Dio Caftius adds, that he 
himfelf, in pleading, had often reproached him in public 
with his notorious injuftice^. -Herodian writes, that he 
was generally defpifed on account of his difordcrly life, and 
ihat he thought of nothing but his pleafures and diver- 
lions ^ Spartian, on the olher hand, tells us, that, in all 
his governments and employments under M. Aurelius, he 
acquitted himfelf with great integrity ; from which, how- 
ever, he was faid to have fwerved in the reign of Commo- 
dus. He adds, that he was fo covetous, as not to allow 
himfelf fometimes any other food than roots and greens j 
a charge wliich is dire£Uy contra^ to what we read in Dio 
Caftius and Herodian, writers who lived at that time in 
Rome. Spartian, however, owns, that Julianus was 
charged with eating and drinking to excefs, with gaming, 
and uOng fuch weapons as were peculiar to the gladiators, 
though, in his youth, he had never been^addiffed to any of 
thefe vices He (hewed himfelf, according to that writer, 
kind, affable, and obliging to all men ; and was fo far from 
being elated with his new dignity, that, on the contrary, he 
feemed rather to debafe himfelf too much. 

As foon as he was declared emperor, he appointed, at the 
requeft of the praetorian guards, Flavius Genialis and Tul- 
lius Crifpinus their commanders. At the fame time he ac- 
cepted the name of Colnmodus, which they befought him 
to take upon him ; and this name is (till to be feen on fame 
of his medals^. After the ufual cer&monies, the praetoriafi 
guards accompanied him In battle array to the fenate. The 
people did not offer to oppofe their march ; but no accla- 
mations were heard; fome, who were at a diftance, even 
uttered invedlives againft his perfon. As for the fenators, 
thofe^ who were the moft grieved to fee him emperor, were 
the moft forward in congratulating him v ith f.ijriicd joy 

y Dii , lib. Ixxiii- p. Herodian. lib , 3 bi- 
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on his acccflion to the empire. Among thefe was Dio Caf- 
{ius the hillorian Julianus made a fpeech is the fenate, 
fays DiO| who was prefent, worthy of himfelf ; wherein he 
defired them to confirm what the foldiers had done, wifli- 
ing to hold the empire of them \ but told them at the fame 
time, that he was the fitted perfon they could choofe. 
The fenatc immediately palTed a decree, declaring him em- 
peror, and his family patrician, inveiling him with the 
tiibunitial and proconfular powerj. At the fame time his 
wife Mairlia Scantilla, and his daughter Didia Clara, were 
honoured with the title of Auguftx. From the fenale he 
repaired to the palace where, defpifing the frugal fupper 
which had been prepared for Pertinax, he ordered a fplen- 
did feaft to be got ready, andpafled the night in mirth and 
jollity, leaving the body of the deceafed prince in a place 
where he had been murdered. However, it was afterwards 

honourably interred. , . 

Next morning, the fenate and the Roman knights coming 
to congratulate him, he received them in a mofl: obliging 
manner. He went afterwards to the fenate, and returned 
them thanks for having admitted him to adminifter, in con- 
junaion with them, the fovercign power, and for the 1 ^ 
nours they had conferred on his wife and daughter. On 
this occafion he received, according to Capitolinus, the 
title of Father of his Country, which, however, does not 
appear on any of his medals. From the fenatc he went to 
the Capitol to offer the u§ual facrifices, the fenators, who 
attended him, outvying one another in demonft rations o 
joy. But the people, ftrangers to diflimulation, openly 
loaded him with curfes and reproaches, hoping by thele 
execrations to oblige him to refign the power which he had 
purchafed of the foldiery in fo ftiameful a manner. J hey 
even difeharged Ihowers of ftones at him, and loudly 
wifticd, as he was facrificing in the Capitol, that he might 
never obtain any favour of the gods, ^he emperor en- 
deavoured to appeafe them with great promifes ; but they 
anfwcreil boldlyrthat they fcorned to 
from fuch an ufurper^nd parricide : mfofhuch "“T 

perfe them (for they blocked up the was obliged 

to order the foldiers to fall upob thofe who ftood^neareft. 

They attacked them accordingly, and “J 

greai numbers. This carnage exafperated peop e to 
fuch a degree, that they all took arms; and, m cue j 
where thf emperor affifted at the public games rene«e 
their curfes and imprecations both againft him and 
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prxtoriaii guards, imploring the afliftance of the other ar* 
mies and gAierals, namely, that of Pefcennius Niger, who 
commanded a powerful army in Syria. All this infolence 
Julianus bore with great patience, fays Spartian ; and dur- 
ing his {hort reign, gave many inftances of an extraordinary 
mildnefs of temper He appointed Repentinus, his fon- 
in-law, captain of the pnetorian guards, in the room of 
Sulpitianus, father-in-law to the deceafed emperor \ and, 
to gratify the foldiery, ne-eftablifhed many things, which 
had been appointed by Commodus, and aboliflied by Per- 
tinax. 

Among the many great generals who commanded at this 
time the Roman armies in the different provinces of the 
empire, the moft famed were Pefcennius Niger in Syria, 
Septimius Sevcrus in lllyricum, and Clodius Albinus in 
Britain. Clodius Albinus was a native of Adrumetum in 
Africa, but defcended from the Poflhumian and Ceionian 
families, two of the moft illuftrious in Rome. His father, 
Ceionius Pofthumus gave him the name of Albinus, be- 
caufe at his birth he appeared whiter than new-born chil- 
dren ufually are, the Latin word albus importing white. 
He was brought up in Africa, where he ftudied the Greek 
and Latin languages, in which he was a perfeff mafter. 
The ancients extol his knowlegS and learning, and men- 
tion, with great commendations, a treatife, which he com- 
pofcd on agriculture. But his martial genius did not allow 
him to purfuc the peaceable prhfelTion of letters. He en- 
tered into the fervice very early, and, by the intcreft of Lol- 
lius Serenus, B%bius Mxtianus, and Ceionius Pofthu- 
mianus, men of rank, and nearly related to him, was firft 
raifed to the command of a troop of Illyrian horfe, and foon 
after to that of the firft and fourth legions. He com- 
manded the army in Bithynia in the reign of M- Aurelius, 
and reftrained them from joining Avidius Caftius, for which 
fervice he was rewarded with the confulfhip. In the reign 
of Commodus he was appointed governor of Gaul, where 
he gained great advantages over the Frifians, and other 
neighbouring nations. From Gaul lie was trnnflated into 
Britain, which government he held at this time ^ The 
emperoffCommodps, fufpefting that Septimius Sevcrus, go- 
vernor of lllyricum, and Nonius Murcus, who commanded 
an army in fome other province, defigned to revolt, in order 
to engage Albinus in his caufe, wrote a letter to him, if 
Capitolinus is to be credited, allowing him to aflumc, if 
he faw occafion, the title, of Cxfar, and all the enfigns of 

*5 Vit, Pert. p. 6i. ^ Vit. Alb. p. 73 — ^54-1 
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that dignity ; which he prudently declined, fearing to be 
involved in the ruin of that tyrant, which he Apprehended 
every hour. The fame writer adds, that, fomc lime after, a 
falfe report of the death of Commodus being fpread in 
Britain, Albinus, giving credit to it, encouraged his foldiers 
to abolilh monarchy, and re-eftablifti the ancient republican 
government; a ftep which gained him the affeftions of the 
fenate, but provoked Commodus to fuch a degree, that he 
immediately appointed Junius Sqyerus to fucceed him in 
the government of Britain ; but he did not arrive before the 
death of Commodus was publicly known in that province s- 
M. Aurelius had a particular value for him, and thought 
him** well qualified, on account of his aufterity and gra- 
vity, for the command of an army. His feverity feems to Hh c/ia- 
have bordered upon cruelty ;*for he is faid never to have railer, 
pardoned the leall fault, but to have crucified even ihe cen- 
turions, when he found them the leaft remifsin their duty. 

He was unjuft to his domeftics, infupportablc to his w'ife, 
and furly and morofe to all. He was very moderate in his 
drefs, but quite otherwife in his repafts ; for he had fuch 
an extraoi dinary appetite, that he is faid by Capitolinus to 
have often eat at a breakfaft five hundred figs, a hundred 


E caches, ten melons, twenty bunches of grapes, a hundred 
eccaficos, and four hundh'ed oyfters *. Sometimes he ab- 
ftained altogether from wine, and fometimes drank to ex- 
cefs, even in time of war. He was far from being chafte, 
but abhorred and puniftiet^with the utmoft feverity all forts 
of unnatural luft., Notwithftanding his many vices, he was 
a man of great courage and fkill in military affairs, and 
commonly called a fecond Catiline. The harangue e 
made to his troops in Britain againft monarchy, gained him 
the affeaioiib of the fenate fo highly, that no prince, fays 
his hiftorian, was ever fo much revered by the fathers- 
Caius PefcQnnius Niger Juftus, as he is ftyled on fome 
medals S as defeended of an eq^eftrian family, and 
born at Aquinum. He had but a fmall eftate, * prtftr- 

learninn ; but neverthelefs raifed himfelf from the degree a«d 

of a centurion to the Brft military employments m the em- charaair. 
pire. He had a command in Gaul, where he conlradted a , 
great friendftiip with Sep timius Severus, at that tjme go- 
vernor of the country round Lyons, who recommended 
him to the pmperor Commodus. He was a^rwar s”™* ® 
conful at the requeft of his own troops'. Herodian calls 
him a gallant foldier, an escellent officer, an experienced 
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gcneralj an illuftrious confuli and an unfortunate emperor 
He kept th^ ibldiers to their duty, and would not fuffer 
them to exa£t any thing from the people, nor allow the 
ofHcers to opprefs the foldiers, upon any account what- 
ever. He caufed two tribunes to be Honed for having de- 
du£ted a very inconliderable fum from the pay of the men 
under their command, and condemned ten foldiers to be 
beheaded for Healing a fowl ; but the whole army inter- 
ceding in their behalf, he fpared their lives, and only oblig- 
ed them to pay to the cohntryman the price of ten fowls. 
He would not allow his foldiers, while they were in the 
field, to drink wine, nor to ufe plate, nor have any gold 
or Giver about them when they went to battle, that the 
enemy might not, in cafe of a defeat, adorn themfelves 
with their fpoils. He fufferedeno bakers to follow the army, 
obliging the foldiers to content themfelves with bifeuit. 
Some troops that were ingarrifon on the frontiers of Egypt, 
having one day afked permiflion to drink wine, he returned 
them no other anfwer, than that they were but at a fmall 
diHance from the Nile. He required nothing of the fol- 
diers but what he pradliifed himfelf. In his garb and drefs 
he little varied from a common man, and his diet was the 
fame with that of the meaneH in the army. He always led 
the march on foot, With his head uncovered, in all feafons 
and climates. He obliged even his own domeHics to carry 
bur lens on their backs, that they might not appear to walk 
at theii eafe, while the foldiers were loaded with their arms 
and baggage. 

Severus was a perfon endowed with" extraordinary ta- 
lents, and in every refpedl inGnitely fuperior both to Albi- 
nus and Niger. He was generally eHeemed, and not un- 
defcrvedly, the moH affive, vigilant, laborious, and enter- 
prifingman in the whole empire; inured to labour, inde- 
fatigable in every duty of war, equal to the greateH com- 
manders of ancient times, well acquainted with civil affairs, 
ready in forefeeing events, dextrous at concerting fehemes, 
a conHant friend, a dangerous enemy, and equally violent 
in his love and hatred. He was a g|;eat diifembler, full of 
deceit, and ever ready to facriGce his reputation and every 
thing elfe, to his intereH 7nd ambition He was naturally 
inclined to cruelty and avarice, but more to cruelty ; for 
we Gnd fome inHances of his generoGty, but none of his 
humanity : indeed, he is faid never to have pardoned a 
fault, or performed a good-natured a£lion He was an 

ni Herod. liH. iii. \t. 501. " Dio, lib. Ixxiii. p. 837. 8 c lib. 

Ixxvi. p. 869 Herod, lib. ii, p. 503. ViA.Epit. TertuU. Apoi. cap. 4* 
■ Herod, lib. iv. p. 317. 
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enemy to all pomp and fliew, frugal in his diet, contenting 
himfelf in general with roots and greens, but* fometimes, 
though feldom, drinking to cxcefs. In the field his diet 
was the fame with that of the common foldiers he lhared 
all their lalours^ and encouraged them more by his exam- 
ple than by words, to bear with patience the toils of war, 
which, notwithftandinghis feverity, gained him the affec- 
tions of the foldiery. Severus was born at Leptis, a city of 
Libya Tripoli tana j but his ancjpffors had been Roman 
knights, and afterwards admitted into the fenate j for he 
was nephew, by the father, to two confuls, M. Agrippa, 
and Septimius Severus the latter having twice borne that 
dignity. His father, M. Septimius Geta, had another 
fon, named likewife Geta, and a daughter^ but neither her 
name, nor that of her fon, hflve been tranfmitted to us^. 

Severus was born on the nth of April, in the eighth 
year of the reign of Antoninus Pius. He lludied hril in 
Africa, and afterwards at Rome, the Greek and Latin 
tongues ; declaimed in public when only eight years old ^ 
applied himfelf to the fludy of philofophy and eloquence j 
and excelled, according to Spartian, Aurelius Victor and 
Eiitropius in every branch of polite literature. Dio, on the 
contrary, relates, that he had more inclination than ability 
to learn the liberal arts? And Spartian owns, that he 
fpoke to the end of his life the Latin tongue with the Afri- 
can accent He was inftrudled in the knowlcge of the law, 
together with Papinianus,*by Q. Servidius Scievola, who 
publifhed various ^books of jurifprudcnce, whereof fomc 
fragments are ftill preferved in the Pandefts. He feems to 
have had, likewife, fomeknowlege of pbyfic, and is fait! to 
have been thoroughly acquainted with judicial aftrology, a 
fcience to which the Africans were generally addifled ^ In 
his youth he was accufed of adultery, but acquitted by Di- 
dius Julianus, at that time proconful of Africa. 

Afterwards he came to Rome, where, after he had plead- 
ed for fome time with indifferent fuccefs at the bar, he was, 
hy the intcreft of his uncle Septimius Severus, admitted by 
^he emperor M. Aurejius, into the fenate, and appointed 
governor of the illand of Sardinia ; whence he was fent to 
command the troops in Africa, ih quality of llcutqiant to 
the proconful. Upon his return from Africa, he was 
created praetor ; and, after his prictorfhip, was preferred 
to the command of the fourth legion, then quartered in 
Syria. On his journey into that province he vifited the 

P Spart. Vit. Sev p 64. Dio in E)icerpt. Val. p. 
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city of Athens, and received fame affront, for which, when 
emperor, h^ deprived the inhabitants of many privileges 
granted them by his predeceflbrs. He was afterwards raifed 
to the government of Gallia Lugdunenfis, or the country 
of Lyons, where, by his affability and obliging behaviour, 
he gained the affe£fions of the people. From Gaul he 
was removed to Pannonia, which province he ruled with 
proconfular authority, as he did afterwards that of Sicily. 
Upon his return to Roms he was accufed of having coii- 
fuhed the aftrologers about attaining the empire ; but as 
Commodus began then to be univeifally dctefleri, he was 
acquitted, and his accufer crucified. He was raifed fonn 
after to the confulfhip, and then appointed commander of 
all the troops employed in Illyricum to defend the bank^ of 
the Danube ' (S). " 

Vr. of FI. To refume the thread of our biflory. While Didius Ju- 
iianus was enileavouring to gain the affe£^ions of the Ro- 
A. D. I93' man people by the mildnefs of his government, news were 
brought him, that Pefeennius Niger had revolted in Syria, 

' and was acknowleged emperor by all the Eaftern nations, and 

the troops under his command. He received the like intelli- 

• Vit. Sev. p. 64, 65. Herod, lib, ii. p. 505. 

I 

(S) Upon the death of liis her hufband, and charged with 
iirft wife Mania, he efpoufed feveral other crimes by Plautia- 
Julia, a native of Emefia iu was, who did all that lay in his 
Syria, for no other reafou than power to difgrace her with the 
bccaufe the aftrologers had emperor; 'infomuch that, to 
told her, that flie was to marry retrieve her reputation, flie at- 
^ fovereign. She is ftyled in tachcdherfclf to theftudyofphl- 
feveral inferiptions, “ Julia lofophy, and kept continually 
Domna Angufta, the mother ’ about her a great number of fo- 
of armies, ot the fenate, of her phifts, philofophers, mathema- 
country, &c. (i)” By her ticians, geographers, and per- 
Scvenis had ^flianus, com- fons eminent in the various 
monly known by the name of branches of learning; which 
Caracalla,born the 4th of April, has rendered her n:^me famous 
18B, Gcta, born in Milan, the in hiljory (2). Julia had a 
27th of May, 189, and two filler named Msfa. married to 
daughters, who were marvied Julius, who had by her two 
after thblr father’s acceffion to daughters, Suocmis and Ma- 
the empire- Julia diflinnoured mea, the former the mother 
with her lewmiefs her huftoaiid of the emperor Heliogabalus, 
2nd family. She was likewife and the latter of Alexander, 
accufed of confpiring againft who fucceeded him. • 

(i) Spanh. lib. vi. p. 6x8. fx)rhilo(l. Vit. Apoll. Tyan. lib. 
i. cap. 3. & Soph. 56.p. 

gence 
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gencc from Illyricum, where Severus had been faluted by Peftnnius 
the army, which he commanded, with the title of Au- Nigtr di- 
guflus. The armies in Gaul likewife fwore allegiance to 
him, as foon as they heard that he had taken upon him the 
title of emperor. Their example was followed by all the 
armies, provinces, and cities in Europe, except the city of in Illjri- 
Byzantium \ fo that Severus, having fecured the provinces «»«■ 
behind him, and left fome troops to guard the banks of the 
Danube, began his march to Rome. As he was well ap- 
prifed that Albinus, governor of Britain, was in a condi- 
tion to oppofe his defigns, he wrote a flattering letter to 
him, wherein he declared his intention of adopting him, 
and gave him the title of Caefar, which Albinus aflumed at 
the head of his army, with aU the enfigns of his new dig- 
nity, bellowing, on that occalion, great encomiums on 
iSeverus. Severus did not even attempt to gain Niger, or 
rather deceive him, well knowing that he would not lillen 
to any propofals whatever 

Julianus, in the mean time, repairing to the fenate, Se^jerus 
caufed Severus to be declared an enemy to his country, and 
the fame fentence to be pronounced again!! his foldiers, on 
condition they did not abandon him within a limited time. 

Deputies were fent by the fenate to perfuade the foldiers to 
quit the party of Severus, *and join Julianus. Among thefe 
was Vefpronius Candidus, a confular of great authority, 

Valerius Catulinus, who was preferred to the command of 
the troops which Severus liad with him, and Aquilius, a 
centurion, the chi^tf miniflerof the cruelties of Commodus, 
with orders to difpatch Severus as foon as he Ihould be de- 
ferted by his troops. But the deputies, inllead of exhorting 
the army to abandon Severus, joined him, and encouraged 
the foldiers to purfuc their march, and revenge the death 
of Pertinax. In confequence of this defe£lion Julianus, 
having firft paid the prsetorian guards the largefs he had 
promifed that body, ordered them to their arms, and at the 
fame time fent for the marines on board the fleet at Mife- 
num, who together formed a confiderable army. But as they 
had been long accuftpmed to idlenefS, they fcarcc knew 
how to ufe their arms, and Ihewpd great backwardnefs to -fc 
make head againft the enemy, who were advancing with 
long marches. Thofe forces were received every-where “ 

with loud acclamations, and fupplied with plenty ofprovi- rt- 

fions, upon their proclaiming that they were going to re- teiy§d 
venge the death of Pertinax, a prince who had been uni- 
verfally beloved. Julianus, finding he could not depend 

' Bio, lib, Ixxiii. p. 837. Herod, lib. ii.p. 5i3> 
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upon his troopSi caufed the palace to be fortified, as If he 
could have fnaintained himfelf there after lofing all the reft. 
At the fame time he ordered Marcia and LiCtus, the chief 
authors of the death of Commodus, to be murdered, not 
doubting that they favoured Severus, He difpatched a great 
number of affaflins to kill Severus, with promifes of im- 
menfe rewards if they fucceededin the attempt ; and caufed 
an incredible number of children to be inhumanly butcher- 
ed, in order to make uf^ of their blood in the abominable 
myfteries of magic 
Maies While Julianus was thus idly and infamoufly employed, 

Severus, arriving at Ravenna, made himfelf mafter of that 
riding there ; an event which fo terrified 
Julianus, that, diftrufting his troops, he ordered the fenate 
to aflemble on the 2gth of May, when one of his minifters 
befought them in his name to fend out the Veftals to meet 
the enemy, and intreat them to retire. This propofal be- 
ing rejected as no lefs ridiculous than inefFeftual, Julianus, 
as fome authors write, was fo provoked, that he aOembled 
his troops, with a defign to put all the fenators to the fword, 
JwDofiMj if they did not comply with his requeft. But he foon 

to changed his purpofe, and went to the fenate in perfon, with 

he declared ^ propofal of a quite different nature, which was, that they 
his partner would pafs a decree, declaring Severus his partner in the 
iniheem- empire. L he decree paft'ed without oppofition, and was 

immediately fent to Severus, who not only rejeiEled the 
offered alTociation, but, at the tfnftigation of Julius Lxtusi 
ordered Tullius Crifpinus, captain of the praetorian guards, 
who liad brought the decree, to be cut in pieces, a report 
being fpread, that Crifpinus had private orders to difpatch 
Severus. Julianus being thus rejefted, and the fenate de- 
clining to aiftft him with their advice, he ordered the gladia- 
tors at Capua to take arms, under the command of Lollianus 
Titianus, and wrote an obliging letter to Fompeianus, the 
fon-in>law of M. Aurelius, who then led a retired life at 
Terracina, offering to take him, as he was an excellent com- 
mander, for his partner in the empire. But Fompeianus 
wifely declined the offer, pleading, his old age, and the 
weaknefs of his fight; which, however, would have ferved 
him well enough, fays Hio Callius, had he feen any effec' 
tual means of relieving his diftreffed country 
Julianus In the mean time the troops fent by Julianus into Um- 
atandoned bria, to guard the paffes of the Apennine mountains, de- 
^ dared for Severus ; and the praetorian guards themfelvesi 


^ Dio, p. 838. Vifc, Jul.p. 6a. 
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abandoning' the emperor whom they had che'Vii, agreed 
not to oppofc Severus, upon bis promifiiig them impunity^ 
provided they delivered up to him ihofe who had murdered 
Pertinax *. Julianus feeing himfelf thus deferted by his 
troops^ fliut himfelf up in the palace with Genialis, one of 
the captains of the guards, and Repentinus his fon-iii-law. 
The guards, in the mean time, having feized fuch of their 
comrades as had been concerned in the death of Pertinax, 
acquainted Meflala with the tranfa'dfion, who had been fub- 
(lituted cither to Falco or Erucius, the ordinary confuls of 
this year 193. Meflala immediately afTembJed the fenatc, 
when a decree paifed depriving Julianus of the empire, 
fentencing him to death, declaring Severus emperor, and 
appointing divine honours to Pertinax. This decree was 
carried to Severus by fome of the chief men in the fenate, 
who intreated him, in the name of the red, to haften his 
march to Rome. At the fame time the fathers fent a band 
of foldicrs to the palace, with orders to put Julianus to 
death ; w^hom they found drowned in tears, and ready to 
refign the empire upon condition that they fpared his life. 
Some authors write, that, at the fight of the armed band, 
he oply faid, What crime have I committed ? whofe 
life have I taken away ^ ?”• Others tell us, that he implored 
the mercy of Cxfar, giving that title to Severus. Be that 
as it may, his head was ftruck off by a common foldier, 
and his body, according to Aurelius Viftor, expofed to 
public view. Such was the end of Didius Julianus, after 
he had lived fixty ^'ears, four months, and as many days, 
and reigned two months and fix days- Severus, upon his 
arrival at Rome, delivered his body to his wife and daughter, 
by whom it was buried in the tomb of his anceftors on the 
Via Lavicana, about five miles from Rome®. 

Severus received the news of his competitor’s death, 
when he was fome days journey from Rome. However, 
he purfued his march with his troops in order of battle, 
and encamped every night, as if he had been in an enemy’s 
country; precautions which filled the city vidlh terror and 
diflraflion. The fenate deputed a hundred perfoiis of great 
difHn£lion, out of their body, i(f congratulate him upon 
the death of his rival, and his acceflion to the empire. Sc- 
v^erus received them in his armour, at the head of his troops, 
mdcaiifed them to be fearched, as if he fufpefted their fi- 
delity ; but afterwards entertained them in a very familiar 
ind friendly manner, prefented them with feven hundred 

« Herod, p. 5,0. Y Djo,p. 838. ® Dio, P* *68' Vit, 
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pieces of goldi and gave them liberty either to depart im- 
mediately, o*r ftay, and return with him to Rome. He ap- 
pointed Flavius Juvenalis captain of the guards, with Ve- 
turius Macrinus, whom he had named before to that em- 
ployment. At the fame time he difpatched an exprefs to 
Plautianus, enjoining him to feize the children of Fefcen- 
nius Niger, and of all the officers who ferved under that 
general. He had the good fortune to intercept feveral let- 
ters and edidts fent by Niger to the fenate and people of 
Rome, which he would not fuffer to be read When he 
approached the city, he caufed all thofe who were con- 
cerned in the death of Pertinax to be executed ; and fent 
orders to the other foldiers of the guards to meet him with- 
out their arms, and in the attire which they wore when 
they attended the emperor in the great folemnicies. His 
orders were obeyed, the guards imagining that they were 
to wait in that drefs the emperor’s entry. When they ar- 
rived in the camp, Severus commanded them to remain in 
a bod till he was at leifure to receive and harangue them ; 
and, in the mean time, gave private orders to his own 
troops to furround them at a diftance, and enclofe them on 
all fides, while they were intent upon hearing his harangue. 

He then afeended the tribunal; and, expreffing great 
anger and refentment in his couiitenance, reproached them 
in moll bitter terms for murdering their prince, and fuch a 
prince as Pertinax ; for felling by auAion, to the eternal 
ignominy of the Roman name, the empire ; and even for 
abandoning, like fo many cowards and traitors, Julianus, 
whom they had themfelves elected. He told them, that he 
could inilidl no punilhment upon them anfwerahle to the 
enormity of their crimes ; that, neverthelefs, he granted 
them their lives ; but commanded them inllantly to quit 
their horfes, and all their milita^ badges, and retire with- 
out delay a hundred miles from Rome, folemnly declaring, 
that whoever among them (hould be found within that 
diftance of the city, fhould be publicly executed. They 
were thundcrftnick with this order; but forced to comply 
with it, being furrbunded on all fid&s by the armed troops 
of Severus, who obligeij them to quit their horfes, and 
llrippeJ them even of their tunics. Thus llripped and de- 
graded, they retired with that Giame and confulion which 
were juflly due to the heinoufnefs of their offences 

Severus entered Rome, attended by all his troops under 
arms, and with the ftandards of the praetorian guards re- 


« Vit. Sever, p. 66 , & Nigr. p. 75, Herodiiini lib. hi. p- 
b Herodian. p. 510., Dio, p. 83^, 
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verfcd. He advanced to the gate on horfeback, and in his 
military habit ; but there took his gown, and nJadc his en- 
try on foot, accompanied by the fenators in their robes, 
with crowns of laurel on their heads j which the people 
likcwife wore, who, on this occafion, were all clad in 
white. The ftreets through which he pafled were flrewed 
with flowers, the houfcs adoined, and covered with rich 
tapeftry, and the whole city perfumed with fweet odours. 
Severus, having vifited the Capito^ and the ufual temples, 
retired to the palace 5 but the foldiers, taking up their 
quarters in the temples, porticos, and other public build- 
ings, fpread themfclves all over the city, and committed 
great diforders, threatening to plunder the citizens houfcs, 
if they were not plentifully fuppliecl with provifioiis. This 
violence alarmed the people, add infpired them with a great 
averfion to the new emperor •=. Next morning Severus 
went to the fenate, attended by all his troops under arms^ 
but he had fcarce begun to fpeak, when he was interrupted 
by dreadful cries of the foldiers without, demanding an 
immenfe fum of the fenate, which had been formerly given 
to the troops that had attended Auguftus to Rome, and 
was confcquently, faid they, due to them alfo. The fe- 
nate, altogether unapprifed of the caufe of that uproar, was 
llruck with horror and dif^ay. The emperor himfelf be- 
trayed fome appreheriilon : however, flarting up, he went 
out to them ; but could not appeafe the mutinous multi- 
tude, without promifing part of what they demanded, that 
is, two hundred ai|^d fifty drachmas a man, inftcad of two 
tboufand five hundred. Then, returning to the fenate, he 
excufed himfelf for having aflumed the title of emperor 
without their confent, pretending, that he had done it purely 
to revenge, the death of Pertinax, and deliver them from 
the tyranny of Julianus. He promifed to govern with great 
nioderation, and tread in the footfteps of M. Aurelius and 
Pertinax, adding a folemn oath, by which he bound him- 
felf to the obfervance of all the laws ; and particularly 
fwore, that no fenator fiiould, for any crime whatever, be 
put to death in his reigii, who had not been firll tried and 
condemned by the fenate: he alio obliged the fenate to pafs 
a decree, declaring fuch emperors’as otherwifii, thofe 

who obeyed them therein, and their children, public enc- 
nhes. This condiicl gave great fatisfadion to the genera- 
lity of the fenators ; but men of difeernment, and fuch as 
were better acquainted with his dark and referred temper, 
with his falfliood and diirimulation, gave no credit to his 
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fair promifes } but, on the contrary, conGdered him as a 
fccond Tiberius 

However, they unanimoufly conferred upon him all the 
titles peculiar to the imperial dignity, veiled him with the 
tribunitial and proconfular powers, and created him high 
pontiff. Severus acquainted the fenate with his having be- 
llowed on Albinus the title of Csefar. He begged they 
would confirm it to him, caufed feveral medals to be ftruck 
with his name, and llalFues to be erefled in honour of that 
alTociate. He dillributed large fums among the foldiery and 
people, which arc confirmed by feveral medals of this year®; 
but what chiefly gained him the hearts of the people, was 
his confecrating, and inrolling with extraordinary pomp 
and folemnity, the emperor ^ertinax in the number of the 
gods. This apotheofis, perhaps the moll magnificent that 
had ever been feen in Rome, is deferibed at large by Dio 
Caflius ^ Before Severus left Rome, to march againfl Ni- 
ger, he caufed the fenate to proferibe all the friends and 
adherents of Julianus; executed without mercy fuch of 
them as were difeovered and feized ; and even attempted, 
from hatred to that prince, to abolifh the decrees of the 
celebrated civilian Salvius Julianus, his great-grandfather. 

In the next place, he chofe nfw guards in the room of 
thofe whom he had cafhiered, andconfiderably increafed the 
number; a meafure which filled Rome with foldiers, and 
proved very chargeable to the IJale; for their pay much ex- 
ceeded that of the other troops. BeGdes, the natives only of 
certain countries, namely, of Spain, Macedon, Noricuni, 
and, above all, of Italy, had been hitherto admitted to ferve 
in the guards ; but Severus, without any regard to their coun- 
tries, chofe the moll refolute and brave men in his army; 
and appointed, that, for the future, they Ihould be always 
fcleflcd from among the other troops, by which means the 
guards, who lately had ferved only for Ihew, became the 
flower of the Roman forces ; and the hopes of a lefs toil- 
fome, and more honourable and advantageous warfare en- 
couraged the reft to difeharge their duty with more 

f un£luality and exaflnefs ; while, Gn the other hand, the 
talian youth, having nc^longer that refource, turned cither 
robbeiD or gladiators ; hence this regulation was not pleaf- 
ing, cither to the Romans, or to the other inhabitants of 
Italy *- 

* Vit. Sever, p. 66. Herodian. p. 512. Dio. lib. laxiv. p. 640. 
■ Birag. p. 268. ^ Dio. p. 840. e Herod, p. 

lib. Ixxiv. p. 840. & in Excerpt. Val. p, 733. 
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Tlie emperor, having fettled affairs in Rome, and fup- stutnu 
plied the city with great plenty of corn, proceeded in the fas qui 
beginning of July on his'mafbh into the Eaft againft Niger, 
whom he had never once mentioned during his ftay atRome. 

His troops mutinied the firft day at Saxa Rubra, about nine 
miles from Rome ; but the mutiny was foon quelled. He 
purfued his march with all poffible expedition, having 
difpatched an exprefs to the commander of the troops in 
Illyricum, enjoining him to hafleir into Thrace, and wait 
for him there. He ordered Heraclius to attempt the reco- 
very of Bith)mia, which province had declared for Niger; 
and wrote to Albinus in Britain, to hold himfelf ready to 
march upon the hr(l notice 


In the mean time Niger, hearing that Severus had been Niger prf 
acknowleged emperor by the fenate and people of Rome, pansjor 
and was already advancing by forced marches againft him, •war^ 
wrote to the governors of the provinces, inftruuring them 
to guard the narrow paffes, efpecially that of mount Taurus 
between Cappadocia and Cilicia. He raifed new forces in 


Antioch, and all the other cities of Syria; and fent depu- 


ties to demand fuccours of the neighbouring princes. He 
Went in perfon to view the fortifications of Byzantium, in 
which city he placed a numerous garrifon, looking upon 
it as a place of the utmoft ^importance. From Byzantium 
he advanced to Ferinthus, called afterwards Heraclea, 


where in a Ikirmilh between his troops and thofe of Seve- 
rus, whofe party the city of Ferinthus had embraced, a 
confiderable number of the latter were flain, and, among 


them, feveral perfons of great diftinAion. On this occa- Hfisde^ 
fion the fenate, to gain the favour of Severus, declared ilareda 
Niger a public enemy, and the fame fentence was denounc- 
cd againft ^milianus, then proconful of Afia, a perfon of 
extraordinary talents, long experience, and generally efteem- 
cd the greateft ftatefman of his age K 

In the following year Severus and Albinus were both 
confuls the fecond time, and Niger in all likelihood look 
upon him the fame dignity; for, on fome medals, he is 
ftyled conful*'- We know nothing of ^rhat pafled in the 
war between Niger and Severus, ti|J the arrival of the latter 
before the city of Byzantium, which he invefted^ but, 
meeting with a vigorous refiftance from the numerous gaf- 
rifon, he left fome of his troops before the place, and or- 
dered the reft to crofs the fca, and march towards Cyzicus, 
in the neighbourhood of which city they were oppofed by 
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^Emilianuii at the head of a powerful army. A battle cn- 
f^lcd^ in wftich much blood was Ihed on both Tides i hut 
AilmiliaauB was in the end dcfcalcd, and obliffed to take 
Ihelter firft in Cyzicusi and afterwards in another city not 
named in hiftory, where he was taken, and put to death, 
by the generals of Severus ; for the emperor himfelf was 
not prelent at the battle of Cyzicus*. 

Another battle was fought between Nicaea and Cius, two 
cities of Bithynia, which^proved much more bloody than the 
former, Niger commanding his own troops in perfon, and 
Candidus, an o£ccr of great experience, heading thofe of 
Severus. Both armies fought with a fury hardly to be 
equalled, as appears from Dio Caflius’s account of the 
engagement ; but Niger, in fpite of his utmoll efforts, 
was at hft obliged to lave ‘himfelf by flight beyond the 
ftreights of mount Taurus ; which he caufed to be fortified 
and ftrongly guarded. After this vidlory, Severus offered 
to let Niger live in fafety, provided he would lay down his 
arms, and dilband his troops; terms which Niger feemed 
inclined to accept, but was diverted from it by Aurelianus, 
whofe daughters were betrothed to his fons. He therefore 
retired to Antioch, in order to raife troops and money. In 
the mean time the cities of Laodicea and Tyre declaring 
for Severus, Niger detached aglinft them a body of Moors, 
who pillaged the cities, put moft of the inhabitants to the 
fword, and fet fire to their houfes, which were in great 
part confumed. In the mean time Severus’s army, ad- 
vancing to the foot of mount Tauruj, was flopped and 
quite difheartened, at the fight of the ftrong works and 
the great number of troops that defended them ; infomuch 
that, defpairing of being able to open themfelvcs a paff^e, 
they had fome thoughts of returning : but an incredible 
quantity of rain, mixed with fnow, falling in the night, 
the fortifications were entirely dcmoliflied next day by an 
impetuous torrent from the mountain. Niger^s men being 
now peifuaded that the gods favoured the enemy, fled 
with precipitation, and left Severus's troops to enter Cili- 
cia, without farther oppofition. Higer bad already raifed 
another army, confifluig chiefly of the Antiochian youth, 
who yvere very zealous lauguine in his caufe, but utter 
llrangers to military diicipllne. However, he placed them 
fo advantageoufly, that, when they were atta^ed by the 
regular and weltdifcipliiie4 troops of Severus, under the 
command of Valerianusand Anuunus, they not only repuli- 
rd them, but would have gained a complete viClory, had it 
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not been fnatched out of their hands by t dreadful ftofln of 
thunder and lightning; which, difghircing ftfdf in their 
faces^ prevented them from purfuing the advantage they 
had gained, and difheartened them to fuch a degree, that, 
no longer doubting that the gods were averfe td their caulh, 
they began to defpair of fuccefs, and retire. 

Mean- while, Severus's troops, refuming their courage, a third 
renewed the charge, and gained a complete vi£lory. Thia battle, in 
battle, by far the mofl bloody of<he three, was fought on aV 
the very fpot where Alexander the Great iirft vanquiflied 
Darius ; that is, near the city of Iflus, at a place called 
Pyl* Ciliciae, or the Gates of Cilicia, a naiTOW plain oti the ^ 
conBnes of Syria and Cilicia, inclofcd on one fide by the 
fea, and on the other by llee^ mountains, on which Nigeria 
forces were polled. Niger is faid to have loft in this battle 
twenty thoufand men. Of the lofs on the fide of Severuf, 
no mention is made in hiftory. Niger, after this defeat, 
retired to Antioch ; but, not thinking himfelf fafe in this 
city, continued his flight towards the Euphrates, with a 
deHgn, as was fuppofed, of taking Qielter among the Par-- 
thians : but thofe who purfued him, overtaking him at a 
fmall diftance from Antioch, cut off his head| and carried Niger u 
it on the point of a fpear to Severus, who caufed it to be /o/a. 

£rft (hewn to the inhabitlnts of Byzantium, and then fent 
to Rome™. ^ 

Severus was not prefent at any of thefe battles ; but, 
wherever he was (for, as that particular, we arc left by 
hiftorians quite ia the dark), he foon made all thofe who 
had joined his competitor feel the efFefls of his rcfentmeni. 

He put fuch of the fenators to death as had ferved under 
Niger in quality of generals" or tribunes. He fpared the f unifies 
lives of the ovher fenators, butbanilhcd them to the i/lands, without 
Imd feized their eftates. He caufed an infinite number of 
other perfons of an inferior rank to be publicly executed, 
without confidering whether they had engaged in the war Niger, 
by choice or conftraint. Many who had never feen Niger 
Were involved in this general maifacre of his friends and 
partifans (T). He punifticd with cxertplary feverity fuch 

Cities 

m 

■ Herod, lib. ill. p. 519, 5»«>. Wo, Jib. Ix«iv. p. 84)1 * 5 ‘‘ 

(T) Hefodiao writes, ihai So- embraeed ; and, after gaining 
verus perfuaded Niger’s gene- the vidloty by their treachery, 

«i», by means of their children, murdered both them and th«r 
whom he had with him, to be- children, (i). He firft bmiOiwl 
tray the caufe which they had the wife and children ox JNiger, 

fi) Herod. lib. iii. p. pi. . 
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cities as had aflilled Niger, efpecially Antioch, which he 
deprived of fhe privileges and title of a city, fubje£ting it 
as a mere village to Laodicea. However, next year, at the 
intreaties of his eldefl fon, then an infant, he reiiiflated 
Antioch in its former rights and privileges". He obliged 
fuch towns as had aHifted Niger with money, though not 
by choice but conftraint, to pay four times as much to 
him ; an exaflion which drew upon him the public hatreds 
The next cnnfuls were Scapula Tcrtullus and Tineius 
Clemens ; during whofe adminiflration Sevcrus, paiGng 
U c Euphrates, reduced the inhabitants of Ofrhoene and 

94 -S- ^jiiabene ; who, taking advantage of the late diffurbances, 
had murdered the Roman foldiers left among them, and 
fhaken off the yokeP. He Jikewife entered Arabia ; for 
the Arabians alfo had either revolted, or joined Niger, but 
were obliged to fubmit to Severus. He likewife made war 
upon the Parthians ; but did not bring them under fub^ 
jc£fion, as Spartian pretends For thefe wars the fenate 
decreed him the titles of Arabicus, Parthicus, and Adia- 
benicus, which, with that of imperator the fifth time, are 
given him in the inferiptions of this year 195, the third of 
his reign. He refufed the triumph which was alfo decreed, 
him, that he might not appear to have triumphed for vic- 
tories gained in a civil war. The title of Parthicus he like- 
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n Hercxlian. lib. iii. p. 513. Vit. Caracal, p. 85. Die in Ex- 
cerpt. Val. p. 737, V Dio, lib. Ixiv. p. 848. q Spart. in Vit. 
Sever, p. 67. 

and afterwards caufed them, and Thebes, with an epigram on 
all his family, to be murdered, the balls tothispurpofe : Here 
and their edaces to be confif- flandsthe great Niger, the ter- 
cated. Spartian names fix il- ror of Egypt, the ally of 
ludrious perfons of the Pefeen- Thebes, who had propofed a 
nian family, who were put to golden age to all. Kings, na- 
death by his orders (2]. How- tions, Rome itfelf, loved him- 
ever, he would not fuffer a pom- He was dear to both the An- 
poUs infcripcion on the bafis of toninufes, and to the whole ein- 
adatue ofNiger at Rome to be pire. As his name was Niger 
erafed, faying, Let the worlds (that ts hlacK)^ we have caufed 
know what an enemy I have a d'atue to be eredted to him in 
conqu^ed (3).” The houVe of , black marble, that it might an- 
Niger was dill danding in t)io- fwer his name.” This datue 
ctellan’s time, ais Spartian in- was, as Spartian informs us, a 
form» us ; and, in one of the prefent from the king of Thebes 
rooms, his datue done to the to Statius Podhumius (4). 
life in the black marble of 

(a) Scv. Vit. p. 69. (3) Nig. Vit. p. 79, (4) Idem ibid* 

p, 76—79. Herodi lib. iiL p. jag. Sev> Vit. p. 69. 
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wife rejefted, left his affuming it fliould provoke the Par- 
thians. The Scythians defigned to make waf upon him 
and had already began their march ; but were deterred 
from putting their defigns in execution by a dreadful ftorm, 
in which three of their chiefs were ftruck dead with 
lightning 

In the beginning of the following year^ when Cn, Do- The dtv of 
mitius Dexter, governor of Rome, was conful the fccond Byzanvum 
time, with L. Valerius Meflala Thrafea Prifcus, the city of 
Byzantium furrenriered, after a three years ficgefU). 

This city Niger had feized at the firfl; breaking out of the 
war. He placed a numerous garrifon in it, and fupplied 
the inhabitants with great ftoie of warlike machines, moft 
of them invented and conttrufted by Perifeus, a native of 
Nic*a, the greateft engineer of his age. Severus befieged 
this place when be firft ariived in Thrace, left a confider- 
able body of troops to carry it on, and, after the defeat 
and death of Niger, profccuted it with the greateft part of 
his army by land, and by fea with all the fliips he could 
aiTemble from the different ports of Afia. The Byzantines 
defended themfclves, before the .death of Niger, and even 
after his head had been exhibited to them, with fuch refo- 
lution and intrepidity, as can hardly be expreffed. They 
baffled all the attempts of*the aflailaiits, killed great num- 
bers of them, cruflied fuch as approached the walls with 
huge ftoncs, and, when the ftones began to fail them, with 
the ftatues of their gods add heroes; but, at Jaft, they were 
conftrained by fafniiie, after having been reduced to the 
fatal neceflity of devouring one another, to fubmit, and 
open their gates to the conqueror, who put all the ma- 
gi ftrates and foldiers to the fword, but fpared the engineer 
Perifeus. The city, with its ftatcly theatres, baths, and guddi- 
public buildings^ was laid in aflies; the inhabitants vrerc /roytd, , 
ftripped of all their effefls, and publicly fold for flaves, and 
the walls levelled with the ground ; thofe walls, f^s Dio 
Caflius, which were the ftrongeft rampart, of the Homan 
empire^ againft the incurhons of the Barbarians”. After 
■ • 

' Dio. lib, Ixxiv. p. 849. • Herod, lib, iij. p. 5X3. j 

• 

(Uj It was at this time by great number of towev, feven 
far the greateft and the moft of which were built with fuch 
J^pulouB and wealthy city of art, that the leaft noife heard in 
Thrace, fortified with walla of one of them was immediately 
30 extraordinary height and conveyed to all the reft ( 5 ). 

|)readth, and defended by a 
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ike furitAdtr of ByaantiuAii Seferus Tent his army^ divided 
into three bbdiesi under the command of L?etusj Anulinus, 
and Frobusj to reduce part of Mefopotamia } and the coun* 
try they conejuered iVas made by Severus a new province^ 
Nifibii being declared the camtal. The government of chii 
province wasi like that of ^gypt, given only to Roman 
knights 

After tkefe fucceiSes, Severus began lo think of doflroy- 
Ing Albiflus, whom he had lulled afleep with the title of 
CsefhTi while he was employed againfl: Julianus Niger. Al- 
bitius being as much beloved by the fenate as Severus was 
haled on account of bis cruel ty^ many perfons of great dif- 
tinftion folicited him to come to Rome, and affume the 
title of emperor. Severus was informed of tbefe pra£lices ; 
however, not judging it prudent to declare himfelf an open 
enemy to a perfon of fuch interen;, had recourse to trea- 
chery. He wrote a pompous letter to the fenate in his 
commendation, and another to Albinus himfelf, hllrd with 
the mod tender exprelHons of friendfhip, calling him his 
deareft and entirely beloved friend, his brother, his partner 
In the fovereign power | .but thofc who brought him this 
letter, had fecret orders to draw him afide, under colour 
of communicating in private ibme aflairs of the utmod im- 
portance, and difpatch him with their daggers. They 
W«re likewife provided with poifon, in cafe the other me- 
thod fliould Hot be judged pr^icable. After Albinus had 
Pead the lettOf, the aiTtiSns, purfuant to their direflions, 
Ihfbrmed him, they had fomething to cammunicate which 
required the utmoft fecrecy. Albinus defired them to at- 
teild him into a gallery ; but, obferving that they took 
more than ardinary care to prevent others from entering 
Mih them, hO fuipedled Ibmc treachery, and caufed them 
to be fei(2ed, and put to the torture, wnen the violence of 
tbOtormenta extorted from them a full confeiTion of the er- 


pBtid On which they were come. 

Alhinui Ik 6o0requcncc of this difcovery, Albinus, having af- 
caufes him- fsfinbled a pbWctful army, caufed himfelf to be proclaimed 
Jflfto bt emperor in Britain, knd thence pafTeePover into Gaul, where 
was joined by many pc^rfoiis of great diftinftion. Seve- 
ymperor. upftii the firft intelligence of his revolt, leaving the 

Exft, haftened through Thrace and Illyricum into Gaul. 
8dino writers relate, that, befom be fet out on his march, 
he ceufbd a youiig virgin to be facrificed, hoping to Icirn 
from the Rate of her entrails what fuccefs would attend 
him in this war At Viminacium, a City in Upper Mte^ 


£s 
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fii on the Danube, he gave the title of C®far to Baflianus 
his eldcft Ton, and on that occafion diftributcTI large fums 
among the foldiers. At the feme lime he obliged his fon 
to imit the natnc of BalTunys, and ftyle himftlf thence- 
forth l\f . Aurelius Antoninus, for whom Severus ever had 
a great efteem and veneration Before he reached Gaul, 
fcvcral flcirmiflics happened between the troops that had de- 
clared for him in that country, and tbofe of Albintis, in 
CJne of which, called by Herodian a battle, the generals of 
Sevcnls were totally defeated, and their troops difperfed *, 

This check greatly alarmed him, and obliged him to quicken 
his march, after he had detached part of his troops to fe- 
cure the narrow pafles of the Alps, and prevent his compe^ 
titor from entering Italy. In the meantime the fenate dc- hdedartd 
dared Albinus a public enemy ; after which declaration, a public 
Numerianus, who kept a grammar-fehool at Rome, flying 
into Gaul, pafled himfelf upon the inhabitants for a fenator 
fent by Severus to raife troops. Having by this artifice got 
together a confiderable body, he attacked and defeated a 
detachment of Albinus’shorfe, and gained fome other petty 
advantages ; which Severus no foonerknew, than he wrote 
to him as a fenator, believing him to be one of that body, 
commended his zeal, and commiiTioned him to levy forces. 

Having, therefore, raifefi a fmall army, he continually har- 
rafled Albinus, took many prifoners, and intercepted a great 
fum of money, which he fent to Severus. When Albinus 
was defeated, Numerianus waited upon Severus, and in- 
formed him whoahe was ; but defpifing the great riches and 
honours which the emperor offered him, he accepted only 
a fmall penfion, and, retiring into the country, fpent the 
red of his life in quiet and folitude. 

In the beginning of the following year, when Latcranus Severus 
and Rufinus were confuls, Severus, having pafled the Alps 
in the midd of winter, approached Lyons, where Albinus 
then refided, with a defign to enter Italy early in the fpring. 

He was not a little alarmed at the fudden and unezpefled 
arrival of Severus ; however, having with incredible expe- 
dition collefled his troops quartered in that neighbourhood, 
he fell upon Lupus, one of Sev^rus’s generals, and defeated! 
him with terrible {laughter Severus then adtKinced in Tbeiwe 
perfon againd his rival; and, Albinus not declining the armies eu* 
challenge, both armies, to the number of one hundred and 
fifty thoufand men, were drawn up, on the nineteenth of 
February, in the neighbourhood of Lyons, probably in the 

^ Vn, Sever, p. 6S. * Herodian. lib. iii. p. 514* Sev. Vit, 

P- 6B. 1 Dio, lib. Ixxv, p> 851, 85a. 
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fpacious plain between that city and Trevoiix. As the fate 
pf the two lommanders depended upon this battle, and no 
lefs a reward was propofed for the conqueror than the Ro^ 
man empire ; as the Britifti legions were neither inferior 
in courage nor experience to thofe of Illyricum ; and both 
armies expefted to ftiare the fortune, whatever it Hiould be, 
of their generals ; the engagement was one of the moll ob- 
ftinate and bloody recorded in hillory. A^ter they had 
fought many hours witl^ inexprellible fury, without any 
confiderable advantage on either fide, Albinus’s left wing 
was entirely defeated, and obliged to take Ihchcr in their 
camp, which the enemy entered in that confufioii, and 
plundered ; but on the other hand, his right wing, having 
drawn Severus*s men into ditches, which they had co- 
vered with earth, gained fo tfreat an advantage over them, 
that the emperor himfelf, who flew to their aflillancc at 
the head of.the prztorian guards, was put into the utmoll 
confulion, and obliged, if we believe Herodian, to fave 
himfelf by flight, after having quitted all the enfigns of the 
imperial dignity ^ Spartian writes, that he was wounded, 
and believed dead by the army, who were inclined to create 
another emperor in his room and Dio Caflius afhrms, 
that his horfe was killed under him, and himfelf in im- 
minent danger of lofing his life The fame author adds, 
that, feeing his men fly, he threw himfelf f^word in hand 
upon the fugitives, and forced them to return to the charge. 
Thus rallied, they fought with frfch fury, that the enemy, 
not able to withfland them, began to giye ground ; a cir- 
cumllance which Lsetus perceiving, fell upon them with the 
whole body of horfe under his command, and completed 
their overthrow. La:tus had declined engaging as long as 
the vif^ory continued doubtful, with a defign, as was fup- 
pbfed, of claiming the empire, after the two parties had 
deftroyed each other j and hence it was, that Severus, as 
Herodian informs us, inftead pf rewarding him, as he did 
his other generals, put him foon after to death. 

Albinus’s army, no longer able to keep the field, fled to 
Lyons, whither they ivere purfued by tjie conquerors ; who, 
entering the city witji the fugitives, firft plundered, and 
then laid it in aflics A^binus, who had concealed him- 
felf in a poufe on the Rhone, finding no means of making 
his efcape, deftroyed himfelf Severus beheld with favage 
pleafure the dead body of his competitor ; rode over it fe- 
veral times, caufing his horfe to tread it under- foot , left it 

■ Herodian lib. iii. p. 51^ b Vit, Scv. p. 6j. = Dioj, 

p. 85s, i Herodian. lib. iii. p, 5^4. c p, 85^. 
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lying !n its gore before his tent, till it wsts half putrefied, 
and torn in pieces by the dogs; and then ordered the wretch- 
ed remains to be thrown into the Rhone. The head he 
caufed to be cut off, and fent to Rome, ordering it to be 
eredted on a pole in the forum. He pardoned at firR hU 
wife and children ; but foon after caufed them to be inhu- 
manly mafTacred, and their bodies thrown into the river. 

The whole family of Albinus, all his friends, andmoftdif- 
tant relations, without diilindtion«of fex or age, were by 
Severus’s orders harharoufly llaughtercd, and their eftatci^ 
confifeated. Mod of the great men of Gaul and Spain, 
who had fliewii any attachment to Albinus, underwent the 
fame fate. By means of thefc murders and confifeations, 

Severus amafled an immenfe ireafure, enriched his foldiers, 
and, at his death, left incredible wealth to his children ^ 

After this viflory, all the cities that had declared for Al- 
binus, were foon reduced, and the inhabitants puniflied, 
fome with death, fome with the confifeation of their eilates; 
fo that Severus, feeing all quiet in Gaul, and likewife in 
Britain, which he divided into two provinces, fet out for 
Rome, at the head of his victorious army. His approach 
filled the city with terror and difmay, thofe who had fa- 
voured Albinus expeCting no better treatment than the 
friends of that unfortunafb commander had met with in 
Gaul. However, as he approached, the fenate went out 
to meet him, and received him with all poflible demonilra- 
tions of joy, attended him fo the Capitol, and thence to the 
palace, where he ordered large fums to he diRributed among 
the people and foldiery. Next day he proceeded to the fenate, 
and there read a fpeech filled with bitter inveCfives againR 
the partifans of Albinus ; produced the letters that had been 
written to him ; commended the cruelties of Sylla, of Ma- 
rius, and of AuguRus, as neceifary precautions ; aferibed 
the ruin of Pompey, and the death of Cxfar, to their un- 
feafonahle clemency ; and, mentioning Commodus, Ryled 
him a god, andbeRowed the higheR encomiums upon him; 
adding, that none hut infamous and abandoned wretches 
could cenfure or blame the condufl of fuch an excellent 
prince ^ 

Having ended his fpeech, he returned to the palaoe, and Hu cruets 
filled the city with mafiacres and bloodshed. In a few days *** 
forty-two fenators, moR of whom had been confuls orprx- 
tors, were facrificed to his fury and revenge, together with 
?n incredible number of perfons of an inferior rank. Hc- 

^ Vit. Sever, p. 68, 6 Dio, libjxxv. p. 5*6. Vit. Alb. p. 

foi ^ 5cve*-. p, 68> 
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vAdiin tells i^i thet he eut ofF ell thofe who^ 6n ecteutit of 
their birth {>r riehea, bore any weight in the fetiate, or the 
provinces. Many were condemned and executed upon bare 
Aifpi^ion, ktid many for nb other crime but that of being 
ponefled of ^reat wealth under a covetous and inhuman ty- 
rant While the city was yet Abating in blood| out of 
hatred tb the fenators he forced them to rank Commodus 
with the ufual ceremonies among the gods, to appoint priefts, 
eanl inftiiute an haiiiibI feftival to his honour. He con- 
demned NarcifliiSj the famous wreftler, who had ftrangled 
Commodus, to be devoured by wild bcafls ; and Tparcd none 
Cotj into who wefc ruff»e£ted of having been privy to his death. Af- 
the Eafi to Se^eraa had fpent fome months at Rome, and cut off 
not only the partifarts of AJbinus, but likewife all fuch as 
l^rthianst gave him the Icaft umbrage, he took leave of the fenate, 
and, with hiS two Tons Caracalla and Geta, departed for 
the £aft, with a delign to make war upon the Parthians, 
who, under the ConduA of their king Vologefes, had fub- 
dued great pert of Mefopotamia. He embarked with his 
army at Brundtifium, and, arriving in Syria, marched im- 
mediately to Nilibis in Mefopotamia, whence the Parthians 
retired upon the firll news of his approach. 

In the following year, Tib, S2^furninus and C. Gallus be- 
ing confuls, SeveruS) having made vaft preparations for the 
war againft the Parthians, began his march about the end 
of the fummer, judging autumn the moft proper feafon for 
that expedition. He followed the courfe of the Euphrates, 
the greater part of his army being coni eyed ia boats, and 
the reft marching on the banks of the river. In order to 
Oafs from the Euphrates into the Tigris, he caufed the canal 
Yr. of FI. Naarmalcha to be cleanfed 5 and by that conveyance arrived 
*5^6. in a Ihort time at Seleucia and Babylon, both which places 
A. D. jgB. found abandoned by the enemy, and took without op- 
pofition. Thence he advanced to Cteliphon, the metropo- 
Be takes ^ Parthian dominions ; which he inveflcd, and re- 
^eleucia^ diiced after a laborious fiege, during which his foldiers, for 
Babylon, want of proviiions,* were obliged to feed upon fuch roots as 
tsnd Ctefi- found in the "fields ; a Scarcity which occafioned va- 

fkon, t yiQug diilempers in the jrmy : however, the place was in 
the eifd forced to furrender ; but the king, who had Ihut 
himfelf up in it, found means to make his efcape, attended 
. by a fmali body of horfe ; a circumftancc which was a great 
difappointment to Severus. The emperor gave up the city 
to be plundered by the foldiers, who put all the men to the 
fwoid i but ipared the women and children, whom, to the 


h Dio, p. S53. Derodian. p. 527. 
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number of one hundred thoufand, they fold for flaves. Af- 
ter the reduction of Ct«liphon, Severus gave fhe fenate a 
pompous account of his exploits^ which he caufed to be re- 
prefented in painting, ^nd expofed to public view. The 
fenate decreed him a triumph, and honoured him with the 
title of Parthicus Maximus ; which is to be fecn on fcvcral 
medals of the next and following years * (W). While Se- 
veruB was thus employed in the £aff, feme dillurhances 
arofe in Britain, where the Caledonians, taking up arms, 
invaded the Roman dominions, committing every where 
dreadful ravages. Lupus, whom Severus had appointed 
governor of Britain, not Ending himfclf in a condition to 
make head againfl that warlike nation, was forced to pur- 
chafe a peace, and, with large fums, redeem the Roman 
territories from their daily incurfions 

In the following year, when P. Cornelius Aullinus, and 
M. Aufidius Pronto were confuls, Severus, on his return 
from Syria, attacked the city of Atra, Barfemus, king of 
that place, having formerly fent confidcrable fuccours to 
Niger ; but was obliged to abandon the enterprize, after 
having loft a great number of men, and moft of his war- 
like engines About this time Severus caufed two officers 
of great diftinftion to l^e put to death ; namely, Julius 
Crifpus, tribune of the prxtorian guards, and Lsetus, one 
of his moft experienced generals ; the former for faying, 
that Severus expofed his ^oops wantonly to dangers, and 
obliged them to undergo great hardfhips, only to latisfy his 
private ambition and vanity. Lxtus’s crime was, accord- 
ing to Herodian, his having a£ted with treachery in the 
battle of Lyons, as we have related above. After he had 
allowed fome refpite to his barafled troops, and amafted an 

A Herodian. lib. iii. p. 528. Dio, p. 854. Ammian. lib. xxiv. p. 
278. Onuph. in PaA. Golicz. p. 85. ^ Dio, p. 851, 866, 

1 Idein, p. 844. 

(W) SpartUti tells uB, that keep Ctefiphon, orpurfueVo- 
thc army, in the tranfports of logefes, fet out on his return 
their joy for the reduftion of into Syrjp about the beginning 
CtcEphon, proclaimed" Cara- ot winter, loaded with booty, 
calla, the emperor’s eldeft fnn, Hf is fuppofed to have con- 
his partner in the fovereign eluded a treaty with %he Par- 
power, and at the fame time thians ; for we read of no wars 
gave the title of Cafar to hia between them and the Romans 
fccond fon Geta; which ho- till eight^n years after, and 
*>0W8 were afterwards confirmed Vologefes reined peaceably to 
by the fenate. Severus, not his death, which happened after 
thinking it advifcable either to that of Severus (1). 

(1) DiO| 1 ^ 3 . Ixxy. p. > 54 - 
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inuncnfc quantity of provliions and warlike engines^ he re- 
turned to iitvell the city of Atra ; but all his efforts againd 
that place proving unfuccefsful, he was forced to raife the 
iiege again, having loft, during the eighteen days it laftcd, 
moft of his machines, and an incredible number of men 
Severus fpent moft part of the following year, when Tib. 
Claudius Severus was conful the fecond time, with C. Au- 
fidius Vidforinus, in fearching after fuch of Niger’s parti- 
fans as had not yet been difcovered. Many perfbns of dif- 
tindfion, who believed themfelves fafe, were on this occa- 
lion feized, and condemned without mercy, thofe efpecially 
as gave the tyrant any umbrage on account of their birth 
or riches 

Yr. of FI. Next year, when L. Annius Fabianus and M. Nonius 
A vrere confuls, SeveVus gave the manly robe to his 

U. C. 949 cldeft Ton, though he was then but fourteen years old, and 

! named him conful with himfelf for the following year. 

Srvervi They both entered upon their confulfliip in Syria ; and on 
•uifitj Ara- that occafion the emperor beftowed a largefs on the foldiers. 
bia, V^aUf- Severus went, during his confullhip, into Arabia, and from 
gyp I thence into Palzftine, where he remitted the taxes with 
which he had loaded the inhabitant for their fteady adhe- 
rence to Niger. While he was in Falaeftine, he publiftied 
an edidt, forbidding, under the fbvereft penalties, the fub- 
jedls of the empire to embrace either the JewiQi or Chrif- 
tian religion ; a decree which gave rife to the fifth general 
perfccution From Falsefline h^ paffed into Egypt, where 
he vifited the tomb of Fompey the Grej.t ; and then pur-f 
fued his route to Alexandria, to which city he granted a 
public council or fenate \ a mark of diflindlion which they 
had often folicited in vain of other emperors. During his 
refidence in Egypt, he vifited all the cities, and viewed, 
with great attention, the curiofities of that ancient king- 
dom, efpecially the pyramids, the labyrinth, the flatue of 
Memnon, &c. (X) 

The next confuls were Septimius Geta, the emperor’s 
brother, and Fulvius Flautianus, his great favourite. Some 

• t 

n Dio, lib. Uxv. p. 555. ■ Vit. Scv. p. 69, 79. * Euffb. 

lib. vi. cap. z. * 

(X) He examined with great which he ordered to be fliut up, 
care the books he found in the that no one might, for the ui- 
cemples, and caufed chofe which ture, either fee the body of 
contained any fecret knowlege, that prince, or perufe thofe 
to be conveyed into the fepul- books (1). 
chre of Alexander the Great, 

(i) Dio, in Sxcefpti V«l» p. 737* Vjt. 5 ev. p. 70. 
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u-fiters call Plautianus the emperor’s kinfman; others fay, ThntiMnMM 
that he was only his countryman, being a naliv^ of Africa, his chief 
Be that as it may, all agree, that he was of a very mean 
[lefcent ; and feme add, that in his youth he had been ba- 
nifhed for exciting and heading the populace in a fedition. 
However, the emperor favoured him above all the great 
men in Rome, and not in converfation only, but in public. 

In his fpeeches to the fenate and people, he extolled him 
more than Tiberius had ever praifi^ his favourite Sejanus. 

He created him captain of the praetorian guards, and ftiarcd Hisgref^t 
with him the power and wealth of the empire ; for Plau- 
tianus was faid to be poiTelTed of as great riches as Severus 
himfelf, and thought to be no lefs powerful ; at leaft more 
deference was paid to his power than to that of the em- 
peror. The fenators and foltflers fwore by the Fortune of 
Plautianus ; public vows and facrifices were offered for his 
fafety, as if he had been affually emperor ; and Rome was 
filled with his ffatues, moftly erefted by the authority of 
the fenate. His table was better ferved than the emperor’s, 
and his equipage far more magnificent. As there was no 
accefs to honours but through his favour, his houfe was 
conftantly crowded with fenators, knights, and great part 
of the people, all foliciting for admiflion to Plautianus, 
who was more difficult of*accefs than the emperor. Geta, 
the brother of Severus, and the emprefs Julia, ftood no lefs 
in awe of him than the reft, well knowing, that his autho- 
rity was of far greater weight than their’s. This exorbi- 
tant power was moll notorioufly abufed by the favourite 
miniller, who condemned, banifhed, and even put to death, 
many illullrious perfons, whom he hated or fufpeffed, 
without confulting the emperor, and without hisknowlege \ 
for though whatever the emperor faid or did was immedi- 
ately carried to Plautianus, yet Severus was quite unac- 
quainted with the crimes and arbitrary proceedings of his 
miniller ; and hence elleeming him as a man without re- 
'proach, he continued to heap upon him all forts of honours. 

He had already dillinguilhed him with the confular orAa- Stventj 
nients, and created 1/im fenator, without removing him marriis 
from the command of the prsetorian guards ; and this year 
he not only appointed him conful) but to the great .frrprize 
of Rome, and the whole empire, declared his intention of ter of 
niarrying his elded fon Caracalla to Fulvia PJautilla, the Plautianus* 
daughter of Plautianus ; a match that took place accord- 
ingly this year, foon after his return to Rome ; for hav- 
ing fpttled the affairs in the Eaft p, he arrived unexpedt- 
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edijr at Rome about the latter end of Ma/i and^ according 
to Herodian, entered the city in triumph. 

The emperor, upon his return, diflributed immenfe funis 
among the foldiers and people, ten pieces of gold a man 
more than any other private prince had ever been known to 
give j and added to this extraordinary bounty magnificent 
Inews, tvhich lafted feven days When the (hews were 
over, the nuptials of Caracalta and Flautilla were celebrat- 
ed w'ith the utmofl poipp and magnificence (T). About 
this time Severus gave the manly robe to his fccond fon 
Geta, who had entered the fourteenth year of his age ^ 

L. Fabius Septimius Cilo being conful the fccond time, 
with L. Libo, the emperor, notwithflanding his great kind- 
nefs for Flautianus, being offended at the great number of 
(latues erected to his minifter in all the public places of the 
city, caufed fome of them to be taken down. In confe- 
quence'of this order» a report being fpread, that he was 
difgraced, feveral governors of provinces, beholding him 
already as a public enemy, caufed his ftatues to be pulled 
down in their governments i but paid dear for their over- 
hafty zeal, fome of them being deprived of their employ- 
ments, others tried by the fenate, and exiled. Among the 
latter was Racius Conilafis, governor of Sardinia, who was 
tried by the emperor in perfoiif in conjun£lion with Dio 
Caihus, and feveral other fenators. Severus^ on this occa- 
fiqn, folemnly declared, that he would never fuffer the lead 
affront or injury to be off^ered with impunity to Flautianus ; 
but neverth^lefs, before a year was ov^r, he changed his 
fentiments, and fuffered him to be executed in his prefence. 
His ruin was chieBy owing to Caracalla, who, not able to 
endure the haughty and imperious temper of his wife Flau- 
tilla, hated both her and his father-in-law Flautianus, 
openly declaring, that if ever he obtained the fovereign 
power, they (hould both feel the effei^s of his refentment. 
Flautianus refolved to anticipate his intentions, not doubt- 
ing but upon his death he fhould be able to feize the em- 
pire for himfelf, as Severus was now advanced in years, 
and troubled with the gout. In the mean time Geta, the 

*1 pio, Ub. IxxvL p. S59^ Mo. ' Vit, Scv. pi 

(Vl Dio Cciflius writes, that of good fimllies to attend her, 
what Flautianus gave his daugh- whom he had for that purpofe 
ter on this occaBon, would have privately caufed to be made eu- 
been a foftlclent dower for nuchs, though (bine of them 
fi^y queens ; and adds, that he were marrieo, and even had 
appointed an hundred perfoni children • 
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emperor’s brother, being taken ill, and finding there was 
no hope of his recovery, defired to fee Sevens before he 
died, and acquainted him with the haughty, imperious, and 
tyrannical conduft of his favourite minifter. Henceforth 
the emperor began to regard him with a jealous eye, and 
to leflen, by degrees, his exorbitant power. Plautianus per- 
ceiving his drift, rcfolved to exert the authority he ftill en- 
joyed, and fecure, by the xnurderboth of the emperor and 
hia fon, the favereiRnty to himfelf^ at leaft Salurninus, one 
of the tribunes of the pratorian guards, declared to Sevc- 
rus, that Plautianus had charged him to aflalEnate them 
both, and produced h,s orders in writing. Herodian • and 
Ammianus Marcellinus * feem not to queftion the truth of 
his depofition ; but Dio Caffius confiders the whole as a 
contrivance of Caracalla to deflroy Plautianus. 

They all agree, however, that Plautianus coming to 
the palace, and entering the emperor’s room, where Ca- 
racalla then was, in order to clear himfelf from the crime 
laid to his charge, the young prince rulhed upon him with 
^eat fury, feized his iword, which he wore as captain of Ht it mar- 
the guards, and ordered thofe who were prefent to difpatch dindly 
him, being prevented by the emperor, who began to relent, 
from killing him with his own hand. His body was 
thrown into the (Ireet } diut foon after, by the emperot’s 
order, interred ”. Severus immediately aflcmbled the fe- 
nate ; but without uttering any inveflives againft Plau- 
tianus, only lamented th« unhappy lot of mankind, fince 
feme loved to excefs, and others abufed the love that was 
Qiewn them, * 

The uext confuls were the emperor’s two fons, Caracalla 
the fecond time, and Geta the firft. During their admi- 
niftration, Severus continued either at home, or in the 
neighbourhood, and applied himiclf wholly to the admini- 
ftration of juftice, which he performed with great impar- 
tiality, following the advice of the celebrated civilian Pa- Papmimmi 
pinianus, whom he appointed captain of the guards \ for at 
this time the chief employment of that officer was to de- ^^gglardu 
cide law-fuits with ijjhe emperor, or in his name. Papi- ^ 
manus, in the difeharge of this important office, engaged as, 
his counfcllors Paulus and Ulptanus. two men eminently 
accomplifbed in the knowlege of the laws. As the empire Sgvfrtit 
ttow enjoyed a profound peace, Severus reformed many 
abuts i but is condemned by moft of the aq^ients, on ac- 
CDunt of his caceffive feverity, efpeciaUy by the emperor “a! good 

lav/i,, fifr. 

• Herod, lib. iii. p. 531, 533, 534. t Ammiio. lib. xahc« 
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Julian, who thinks his criiel inflexibility, as he ftylcs it, hjs 
greatcft faiflt ; for he never pardoned the leaft tranfgref- 
uon. He ena£fed fcveral law$, which are highly extolled 

a the writers of thofe times, as equally juft and neceflary. 

any of them are ftill extant in tlie Code. He allowed 
no power to his freedmen ; nor would he fufler ‘the fenate 
to diftinguifh them with any honours. He chofe men of 
nnblemimed charaAers for governors of the provinces, and 
was always ready to heai with great patience the complaints 
of his people. No prince ever managed the public money 
more frugally ; and by thefc means he left the exchequer 
exceeding rich at his death, though he had found it quite 
empty, and had been engaged in feveral expenGve wars. 
When he died, corn was mund in the public granaries fuffi- 
cient to fupply the city for feVen years, and oil in the ftore- 
houfes, which he built at a vaft charge, for the confump- 
tion of Gve years, reckoning not only the city of Rome, 
but all the places in Italy that produced no oil. He even 
left fufHcient to fupply for ever the indigent people of Rome 
with a certain quantity of oil every day, which was in part 
feiit yearly by the inhabitants of Libya Tripolitan a. They 
willingly fubmitted to that burden out of regard to Severus, 
who was a native of the fame province, and had obliged 
them, by utterly extirpating a Neighbouring nation, that 
often invaded their country, and laid wafte their Gelds 
But this contribution proving in procefs of time very bur- 
denfome to them, was remittecTby Conftanline, Severus 
repaired mod of the public cdiGces, and r^ifed an incredible 
number of new ftrui^ures in Rome, in Antioch, in Alexan- 
dria, in Byzantium, and in moft of the great cities of the 
empire. 

Seviral The following year, when Nummius Albinus and Ful- 
ftnat^rj vius ^milianus were confuls, was remarkable for the death 
put to Qf many illuftrious' fenalors, inhumanly maflacred by the 
^ emperor's order. Among thefc were Quintillus Plautianus 
and Aproiiianus, perfons of unblemiOied charafler, and of 
great authority in the fenate, but hated by the emperor for 
their illuftrious birth, and extraordinary accomplifhments. 
They were both accufed of having confulted the aftrolbgers 
about tl^e death of Severu*&, and their own fate ; and con- 
demned, without even being heard. Bxbius Marcellinus, 
another fenator of great diftinflion, was condemned by the 
fenate, and that inftant hurried to execution, upon the de- 
poGtibn of a fingle evidence,, who charged him with having 
iiftened while Apronianus was confulting the aftrologer. 

* Jul. Csef. p. 14. Vit. Sev, p.ji. ' > Ibid, p, 67. Dio, p. a69. ‘ 
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The evidence had been fuborned by Pollenii^ Sebennus, 
who was himfelf foon after condemned at the inftance of 
the people ofNorlcum, whom he had tyrannically opprefled, 
while be governed that province y. The following year, 
when Aper and Maximus were confuls, the northern in- 
habitants of Britain invaded the Roman territories, and| 
putting to flight the legions that guarded them, committed 
every where dreadful ravages. Virius Lupus, then go- 
vernor, or, as Ulpian calls him, prefident of Britain, not 
thinking himfelf in a condition to withftand the enemy, re- 
tired before them ; and, in the mean time, acquainted the 
emperor with the ftate of affairs in that province ; who, ap- 
prehending that the whole ifland, unlefs awed by a power- 
ful army, would foon revolt,, and fhake off the yoke, re- 
folved to go thither in perfon. Accordingly, having made 
the neceffary preparations for this expedition, he fet out 
for Britain on the enfuing year, while his two fons were 
confuls, Caracalla the third time, and Geta the fecond. 
Before he left Rome, he veiled his fon Geta with the iri- 
bunitial power, and conferred upon him the title of Au- 
guflus, which he had bellowed three years before his 
eldefl fon Caracalla ; fo that there were now three Au- 
guilufes at one time, a cii^umflance which had never hap- 
pened before. The emperor took both his fons with him, 
being glad of that opportunity to remove them from Rome, 
where they abandoned themfelves to idlenefs and de- 
bauchery. 

The Britons weffe no fooner informed of his arrival in 
their ifland, than, dreading his power, they fent ambalfa- 
dorsj offering to fubmit upon honourable terms. Severus 
detained the deputies till he was ready to take the field ^ and 
then difmifled them, without granting their requeil. He 
paifed the firll winter, it feems, in the fouthern parts of 
Britain, whence he marched early in the fpring of the en- 
fuing year, when Fompeianus and Avitus were confuls, 
againft the Mseatse, who bordered on the Roman domi- 
J^ions, and the Caledonians, who dwell; more to the norths 
Ho battle was fought in this expedition ; but neverthelefs, 
partly by the enemy's ambufeadesf partly by the hardfhips 
the Roman foldiers underwent, and the toils they endured 
in cutting' down woods, building bridges, and draining 
niarfliy grounds, fifty thoufand of them are faid to have 
periflicd*. Herodian writes, that the Caledonians incef- 
fantly haraffed the army on their march, attacked them 
nncxpcftedly, cut many thoufands of them in pieces, and 

y IMo, in Excerpt. Val. p. 7411 * Dio, lib. Uxvt. p. B67- 
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then retired into their fens and woods^ which were inac- 
celTible to ihi Romans The emperor^ though advanced 
in years^ and troubled with the gout, purfued his painful 
march, furmounting with great chearfulnefs all difficulties, 
till he reached the moil diftant and northern coalts of the 
ifland, laying the country wafte with fire and fword ; info- 
much that the Caledonians were at lall obliged to purchafe a 
peace, by yielding to the Romans part of their country, 
and delivering up their 'arms. Having thus concluded a 
pacification with the Caledonians, he returned to the 
fouthern parts of Britain, where he left his fon Geta to ad- 
minifler juftice during his abfence. For this expedition he 
was honoured by the fenate with the title of Britannicus 
Maximus, and his two foils with that of Britannicus 

Severus fpent great part of the following year, when 
Man. Acilius Fauftinus and Triarius Rufinus were confuls, 
in building a wall in Britain from fea to Tea, to fecure his 
conquefls, and part the Roman territories from thofe of 
the more northern Britons not fubje£t to Rome(Z). The 
wall being finiflied, he retired with his army to Eboracum, 
now York, where he was feized with a lingering diflcmper, 
occafiofied by his grief and afflidion for the wicked life of 
his eldeft fon, who, notwithftanding the extraordinary af- 
fc£lioii Severus had ever ftiewn him, had, during the late 
expedition, with an impious boldnefs hardly to be equalled, 
attempted to murder him in th^ fight of the v/hole army. 
While the emperor, at the head of his troops, was con- 
cluding a treaty with the Britons, and receiving their arms, 
Caracalla, who flood behind him, drawing unexpefledly 
his fword, in the fight both of the Roman andBritifh army, 
advanced to flub him ; and would have put his wicked de- 
fign in execution, had he not been deterred by the outcries 
of thofe who flood next the emperor. Severus, tuyiing 
about that inflant, faw his fon with a naked fword in his 
haqd ^ but, without betraying the lealt furprize, or uttering 
a fingle word, purfued the bufinefs in hand, received the 
arms of the Britons, and figned the treaty. When he re- 

■ - I 

9 Herod, lib. iii. p, 867. ^ b Goltz. p. 88. ?• Fagi, p, 107. 

(Z) 'though the place where be feen, running parallel with 
this wall was erefled has been Adrian’s Vallum from Boul- 
difputed by dtithors and anti- ' uefB, in the neighbourhood of 
quaries, it is now generally al- Carlifle, to Cozen’s Houfe, at a 
lowed to have been the fame little diflance from Ncwcaflls 
whereof the remains are flill to upon Tyne (1}. 

(i) Vide HorQcy'B Britann. 

• tur::'-d 
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turned to his tent, he fent for his fon, and, in jhe prefcnce 
of Papinianus, captain of the guards, and Cafter, his chief 
chamberlain, firft reproached him with his black and 
wicked attempt ; then offering him a drawn fword, “ If 
your ambition to reign alone prompts you (faid he) to im- 
brue your hands in the blood of your father, execute your 
impious purpofe rather in this place than in the fight of 
the whole world, and in the prefcnce both of our friends 
and enemies: if you are not yet'abandoned tofuch a de- 
gree, as to murder your father with your own hand, order 
Papinianus to commit the parricide: you are emperor; he 
mull obey you We do not find that Car;icalJa Was 
touched with reniorfe, or at all affected by this pathetic 
add refs. . 

Ill the following year, when Gentian us and Baffus were 
confuls, the Majarx and Caledonians, iinclerltancling that 
the emperor was indifpofed, and not in a condition to take 
the field, without any regard to the late treaty, flew to 
arms ; and, affembling their forces, attempted to p.ifs the 
new wall, and invade the Roman dominions ; an infult 
which fo provoked Severus, that he ordered Caracalla to 
lead the whole army againft the enemy, and, entering their 
country once more, to pi^t all to the fword, without dif- 
tindlion of fex or age. The young prince, feeing himfelf, 
contrary to his expetlation, intrulted with fo great a com- 
mand, made it his whole iludy to corrupt the officers and 
foldicrs, with a defign to depofe his father, Many tribunes 
and centurions, hSarkening to him, publicly declared, be- 
fore the army fet out from York, that they would no longer 
obey an old man, worn out with infirmities, lame, and dif- 
abled by the gout from marching at their head, and dif- 
charging the duties of an emperor. I'hefe murmurs were 
foDii carried to Severus, who, immediately ordering the 
army to aflemble, caufed himfelf to be placed upon his tri- 
bunal ; whence, in moft bitter terms, he reproached with 
folly, ingratitude, and treachery, fuch of the officers as had 
feconded the wicked a^ttempts of his fop ; ordered them all 
to be beheaded that iiiftant in his prefence ; and then, ad- 
drefling himfelf to the army, ftruek with terror and^dlfinay 
at the fight of fo many executions, afked them with an im- 
perious and majeftic air, whether they were not yet fjtisfied 
that the head ruled, and not the feel 

After this execution, his diftemper being greatly in- 
creafed by the uneafinefs of his mind, he was foon reduced 
to the laft extremity ; when he fent for his two fons, caufed 

' Dio, p. ^ Vit. Sew. p. 71, Auf. Viil. 
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the fpeech of Micipfa to his children, in Sallufl:, to be read 
to them, eshorted them to concord and unity, and recom- 
mended this tyrannical maxim, to enrich the foldiers, and 
gain their aiFe^ions, without caring whether they were be- 
loved or hated by the reft of their fubjedis When he 
found his end approaching, he cried out, 1 have been 
every thin^, and every thing is nothing V' Then order- 
ing the urn to be brought, in which his alhes were to be 
inclofed, on feeing it, ^ Little urn (faid he), thou fhalt 
contain one for whom the whole world was too little.” 
Before he expired, he ordered the golden (latue of Fortune, 
which always flood in the emperor’s apartment, to be car- 
ried into the rooms, firll of his eldefl, and then of his 
youngefl fon. As his pains increafed, efpecially in his feet, 
he called for poifon \ but no one daring to adminifter it, he 
is faid to have glutted himfelf with coarfe meats, which 
Yr. of FJ. foon put a period to his life He died at York on the 
>559- fourth of February of the year 21 1, after having lived, ac- 
A. D. sTi. cording to Dio Caflius, fixty-five years, nine months, and 
twenty-five days, and reigned feventeen years, eight months, 
Seviruj three days. His body was burnt at York with great fo- 

d/tj. lemnity, and his afhes were conveyed by his two fons to 
Rome, in a golden urn, or, as others .afiert, in one of por- 
phyry. It was received in all the provinces with extraor- 
dinary pomp, and depofited at Rome in the (lately maufo- 
leum of the emperor Adrian. ^le was foon after ranked 
Hu among the gods, with the ufual ceremonies. Severus was, 

ra£ier, without all doubt, a perfon of moll extraordinary parts ; 

but all his good qualities were eclipfed by his exceflive cru- 
elty, and infatiable avarice. Some writers endeavour to 
excufe his cruelty, which they foften with the name of fe- 
verity ; and pretend, that, without violent remedies, the 
many evils that had long prevailed in the date could never 
have been rooted out. It was faid of him, if Spartian is to 
be credited, as it had been formerly faid of Augudus, that 
he ought never to have been born, or never to have died. 
He was, according to the fame writer, greatly edeemed, 
and generally loved,' after his death, 'when no one dreaded 
' his cruelty, and all felt the effefls of his excellent regula- 
tions (A^. But, after all, the mod we can fay in his com- 
mendation 

e Dio, p. 868, B69. f Vit. Sev. p. 73, 74.. B Vift. Epit. 

(A) Galen tells us, that his of treacle, and other expen five 
grciuefi pleafure was to do good remedies, to relieve fuch as 
to all ; and adds, that he kept wanted them ; by which rneans 
conllantly by him a great dore he faved the lives of many per- 

fons; 
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mendation iS| that Severus deferves to be ranked among the 
great, but not among the good princes (B). 


fons ; namely, of Antipater, his 
Greek fecretary ; of the fon of 
Pifo, to whom Galen infcrlbed 
his treatife on treacle ; and of 
a lady of diftinftion, named Ar- 
ria, for whom Severus had a 
particular value, becaiife (he ap- 
plied herfelf to the fludy of phi- 
lofophy (z), 

(B) Among the writers who 
flouriihed at this time, we may 
reckon the emperor himfelf; for , 
he wrote the hiftoiy of his own 
life, which was a kind of apolo- 
gy for his great feverity. Spar- 
tian commends it as a lincere 
and impartial account of the 
tranfadtions of his reign (3) ; 
and Vi6lor fpeaks of it as an ele- 
gant and judicious performance, 
it has been long lince loft. The 
fophifl Antipater, a ifotiveiof 
Hierapolis in Aha, wrote like- 
wife the hiftory of Severus^s 
reign ; and was for that w^fk 
firft appointed the emperor’s 
Greek fecretary ; • afterwards 
charged with the care of edu- 
cating his two fons, Caracalla 
and Geta,' then honoured with 
the confulftiip ; and, laftly, pre- 
ferred to the government of 
Bithynia ; from which employ- 
ment he was foon removed, 'on 
account of his exceffive cruelty 
(4). His hiftory has notreach- 
ed our times. Galen, the prince 
of phyficians, was llill sflivc in 
Severiis’s time; for he lived, 
according to Suidas, feventy 
Tears (5). He was a native of 
Pergamus, and the fon of Nico, 
a celebrated architeft and gw- 
Aetrician. He was likewife 


well verfed in mathematics, and 
pretended to underftand and 
teach the Greek tongue in its 
greateft purity. Diogenes La- 
ertius, the author of the lives 
of (he philofophers, comprifed 
in ten books, flouri/lied, accord- 
ing to VofliLis, under Antoni- 
nus Pius; but, according to 
Jonftius, whofe conjeftures leem 
to us better grounded, under 
Severus (6). Neftor, a native 
of Laranda in Lycaonia, flou- 
rifhed, according to Suidas (7}, 
under Beverus, and wrote feve- 
ral Greek poems. Pifander, 
who, in the reign of the empe- 
ror Alexander, wrote fome hif- 
tories, or rather fables, in Greek 
verfe, was his fon. Julius Ti- 
tianus, the father of the orator 
of the fame name, who was 
preceptor to the foil of Maxi- 
minus, about the year 23 pub- 
liftied many pieces greatly ef- 
teemed by the ancients ; and, 
among the reft, a defeription' 
of all the provinces of the em- 
pire; and a book of letters, in 
which he imitated the ftyle of 
Cicero ; for he had an extraor- 
dinary talent in imitating the 
different ftyles of authors, and 
was thence called the ape of hii 
time (8). C. Julius Solijius, 
whofe defeription of the earth, 
under the title of Polyhiflor, 
has readied us, flouriftircd, ac- 
cording to fome writers, under 
Severus. Under him ailb flou- 
riflied Philodratus, author of 
the life of Apollonius Tyanseus; 
which work he undertook at 
the requeft of the emprefs Ju- 


(1) Galen, de Theriac. lib. ii. p. 457 - (3) Sev. p. 6 ^. 

(4) Herod, lib. ii. p. 514- Philoft. Soph- 50. Galen. Ther. tom. 11. 
p. 4S«. (5) Suid. p. 590. ( 6 ) Jonf. lib.iii. cap. la. (7; 

P- aii. ( 8 ) Voff. Hift. Lat. lib. ii. cap. 1. 
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Scverus waa fucceeded by his two Tons Baflianus and 
Geta, whodi he had invefted with the fovereign power, 
during his life-time, and by his lad will appointed to reign 
jointly after his death. The former, commonly known by 
the nickname of Caracalla, a Gaulifli word for a kind of 
caflbek ufed in Gaul, and by him hrd introduced among 
the Romans, gave in his infancy many inflances of an ex- 
traordinary fweet and mild temper ; but, as he grew up, 
abandoned hinifelf to alPmanner of cruelty, and proved a 
moft inhuman and bloody tyrant; whereas the latter, who 
in his tender years feemed no Icfs void of humanity than his 
father, changed by degrees his temper, and became, through 
his affability, moderation, and complaifance, the darling 
both of the people and foldie^y. They ftiewed from their 
childhood an utter averlion to each other, and were con- 
tinually quarrelling, even in their common fports and di- 
verfions. This natural antipathy increafed as they grew in 
years, notwithftanding the intrenties, rebukes, and exhor- 
tations both of their father and their preceptor Antipater, 
who were continually laying before them the many evils 
that muft neceffarily attend the divifion and difagreementof 
brothers. But all to no purpofe ; for Severus no fooner 
expired, than Caracalla endeavi^ired- to have his brother 
excluded, by the officers of the army, from any fhare in 
the fovereignty ; but the foldiers protefting that they would 
equally obey both the foils of Severus, fince he had appoint- 
ed both to iucceed him, he was forced to acknowlege his 
brother partner in the empire, and fufftr the foldiers to 
take the ufualoath of allegiance to each. 

After this ceremony Caracalla led his army towards the 
borders of the Msatx and Caledonians, who had begun 
hoif ilities again ; but, initcad of attacking thofe warlike na- 
tions, he concluded a treaty with them, and withdrew his 


lia, the wife of Severus. Pho- 
tius 'com meads the elegance and 
foftnefs of his flyle ; but thinks 
bis conftrui^ion not alw.iys a- 
grceable to the rules of gram-^ 
mar (9). Befjdes the life •‘of 
Apnllopuis, Philollratus wrote 
four books of pi^lures, or de- 
fcriptions, a tiearife on heroes, 
letters on frlendfliip, and the 
Jives of the fophifts in four 
books. All thefe works have 
peached our times. Under Se- 


veriis lived two other writers of 
the fame name ; to wit, Phi- 
lollratus, the fon of Nerviaiius, 
to whom fome writers ai'crlbe 
the lives of the fophifts ; and 
Philollratus, a native of Lem- 
nos, who wrote fome deferip- 
tions : of thefe, the former was 
great-nephew, and the latter 
grandfon, by the mother, to the 
author of thp life of Apollo- 
nius (1), 


(9) Phpt. cip^. 44. (i). Cafaub. in Spart, p. 30* 
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tfoops from the forts creftcd intheir country, and rcftored 
the lands which Severus had obliged them to* abandon ^ 

Before he left Britain, he difcharged Papinian, captain of 
the guards caufed Caftor, his fatbei’s chamberlain and 
chief favourite to be executed, together with Evodius, an- 
other of the deceafed emperor’s frcedmen, and formerly his 
own preceptor. He at the fame time difpatched alTanins 
into Italy to murder his wife Plautilla, Plautius her bro- 
ther, and a celebrated charioteer, \if the fa£lion in the cir- 
cus oppofitc to that which he favoured. Such was the be- 
ginning of the reign of Caracalla. The brothers left Bri- 
tain about the middle of fummer, and fet out for Rome 
with their mother Julia, and the aflies of their deceafed 
father. Caracalla attempted ^on the road to murder his MUunder. 
brother Gcta ; which attempt increafed their mutual ani- 
mofities and jealoufies to fuch a degree, that henceforth 
they both marched with their feparate guards, and with no Oroihen. 
Icfs warinefs than if they had been in an enemy’s country, 
lodging conflantly in different houfes, and carefully M'^atch- 
ing the motions of each other. 

They were received with great folemnity at Rome, where They are 
they performed, with extraordinary pomp, the obfequies of received at 
their father, and then withdrew to the palace, which they 
divided into two; for it was larger, if Herodian is to be Yemniiy. 
credited, than any city in the whole empire, except Rome. 

This divifion between thejtwo princes rent the whole city, 
and even the empire, into faflions ; infomuch that, to avoid 
the many inconveniences and diforders thence arifing, 
a divilion of the empire was propofed. To this expedient 
they both attended ; Geta, who loved a quiet life, declaring, 
that if Caracalla would but yield Alia and Egypt, he would 
retire to Antioch or Alexandria, and leave him in quiet 
polfeflion of the rell of the empire. But this fcheme was 
defeated by their mother Julia’s throwing herfelf at their 
feet, and begging, with many tears, that they would di- 
vide her too between ihem. Towards the clofe of this year, 

Caracalla again attempted to murder bis brother during the 
fcaft of Saturn ; an oiftrage which occationed almofl: an open 
War between the two princes, and a great de.il of blondlhed ^ ■ 

In the following year, when the two brothers Jilius and 
Cains Afper were confuls, Caracalla- unalterably fixed in 
bis wicked purpofe of deftroying his brother, pretendLMi a 
defire of being reconciled with him, and, by means of their 
common mother Julia, invited him to an interview in her 

Dio, lib. Ixxviii. p. 882, & leq. Carac- & Get. Vit. p. 87. & ji- 
Herodian, lib, iii, p. 539-~543- Dio, lib. Ixxvii. p- s?'- 
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chamber. Geta readily accepted the invitatioiij and repair, 
ed without guards to the appointed place, not fufpefling the 
leafl treachery in a propofal which came from his mother, 
who loved him with great tendernefs. But he had no fooner 
entered her chamber, than fome centurions, whom Cara, 
calla had found means to convey privately into an adjoining 
room, rulhing in fword in hand, fell uponGeta and dif- 
patched him, with many wounds in his mother’s arms, who, 
endeavouring to fave him, was alfo wounded (C). Such was 
the end of this unhappy prince, after he had lived twenty- 
two years and nine months, and reigned, from the death of 
his father, one year and twenty-three days He no fooner 
expired than Caracalla, leaving the palace with great pre- 
cipitation, flew through the city to the camp of the prsto-* 
rian guards, pretending great fear and conflernation, and 
crying out aloud that his life was in danger, and that a 
bloody confpiracy had been formed againfl him. Upon his 
arrival in the camp, he inflantly went to the pl^ce where 
the enfigns and banners were kept, which was a kind of 
temple and afylum ; and there throwing himfelf upon the 
ground, returned thanks to the gods for delivering him 
from fuch an imminent danger. 

To the foldiers who crouded about I)im he expreifed him- 
felf with the fame ambiguity ; but by degrees gave them to 
underfland that he was foie fovereign, and in a condition 
to bellow upon them wealth and honours without controul. 
That they might immediately feEl the efFe£ls of his genc- 
roflty, he doubled their pay, and added »a bounty of two 
thoufand five hundred drachmas a man, which he gave 
them liberty to take that inftant out of the public treafury. 
Thus were the prodigious fums, which his father bad, by 
innumerable murders and confifcations, been accumulating 
for eighteen years, diflipated in one day. Caracalla having, 
by this extravagant reward fecured the affeflions of the fol- 
diery, told them, that his brother Geta had attempted to 
muiMer him, but had loll his life in the attempt. Ip con- 
fequence of this declaration he was faluted foie emperor by 
the whole army, and the unhappy Gcta declared a traitor 
\ and a public enemy ^ There was at this time another camp 

k Vit. ket. p. 91. 1 Dio, p. S71. Herod, lib. iv. p* 544- 

Vit. Get p. 9i> & Carac. p. S 6 . 

(C) Caracalla himfelf fcems afterwards coufecrated, in the 
to have imbrued his hands in temple of Serapis, the fword 
the blood of his brother ; for with which be had murdered 
l^io Caflius tells us, that he him(i). 

(i) Dio, p. 8B0, 
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in the neighbourhood of A.lbaj now Albsno^ where the 
murder of Geta was highly refented ; but Ctfracalla foon 
appeafed them, by exaggerating the pretended treachery 
of his brother, and promifing them an immenfe donative. 

Caracalla pafled that night in the camp of the prxtorian 
guards, and next day went to the fenate with a curiafs un- 
der his robes, guarded by all his troops, fome of whom he 
even placed among the fenators, to be ready to aft in cafe 
any of them fhould attempt to revenge the death of Geta. 

His fpeech turned upon the wicked defigns of Geta, whom His/puch 
he faid he had flain unwillingly in his own defence, leflen- tnthijt, 
ing the heinoufnefs of his crime by the example of Romulus 
and others, who had revenged with death injuries offered 
them by their brothers. In withdrawing from the fenate 
he pronounced aloud the following words : I give leave 
to all thofe who are in banifhment to return home ; I ex- 
cept none, by what crimes foever they may have deferved 
pUnifhment 

From the fenate he returned to the palace, leaning upon Ptr/orm 
Papinian and Chilo \ then he caufed the body of his de- 
ceafed brother to be conveyed with great pomp to the tomb ^ 

of the Sepiimian family on the Appian Wayj and, when andlaiftt 
the funeral ceremonies were over, prevailed upon the fe- hm to L 
nate to rank him, with ^he ufual folemnity, among the ranked o- 

5 ods. Finding, upon his return to the palace, his mother 
ulia, bewailing with other women the death of her fon, 
tranfported with rage, he ordered them to be put to death, 
but in the end, naoderating his paffion, he even fhewed 
great kindnefs to Julia, ordering the fame honours to be 
paid her as to himfelf(D). Among many illuflrious per- Severalil- 
foils whom the inhuman tyrant facriiiced to his lage and hf^rious 
jealoufy, as the friends of Geta, no one was more uiiiver- 
fally or more defervedly regretted, than the celebrated Pa- * ^ 

pinicin, the greatefl civilian, in the opinion of Zofimus ° 
and Cujas that ever lived. As Severus had recommend- 
ed chiefly to his care his two Tons, he fpared no paifT^ to 
reconcile them, and often defeated the wicked attempts of 
• • 

™ Vir. Car> p. 86. ” Zof. lib. i. p. 637. " Cuj. in Cod. 

Thcod. ■ 

(D) Dio Caflius writes, that one durft ufe lE thenceforth, 
he began this general m^acre even on the flage, where it was 
by ordering all his domeflics, to commonly given to flaves. He 
the number of twenty thoufand likewife ordered all the money 
perfons, to be inhumanly but- with his name to be melted 
chcred. It was death to utter down, and the inferiptions 
hia name; infomuch that no crafcdi 
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Caracalla ; on which account he was reckoned among the 
friends of Geta. Befidcs, the tyrant deHring him, after 
the murder of his brother, to compofe a fpeech for him, 
excufing the crime, which he defigned to pronounce in the 
fenate, Faplnian, whofe love for juftice, to ufe the ex- 
preflion of Zofimus, was equal to his knowlege of it, an- 
fwered with great hrmnefs, It is not fo eafy a thing to 
juilify a parricide as to commit it ; and it is a fecond par- 
ricide to defame an innocent perfori after having taken 
away his life.” The emperor, provoked at this anfwer, 
ordered his head to be immediately flruck off, and likewife 
his fon’s, who was then quxllor, and had only three days 
before exhibited magnificent fpots p. L. FabiusChilo, an- 
other of Severus’s great favourites, for whom Caracalla 
himfelf had a particular efteem (for he ufed to ftyle him his 
true friend, his benefadlor, his father), was in the next 
place doomed to de(tru£Iion, for having, togetlier with Pa- 
pinius, endeavoured on every occafion to promote union 
and concord between the brothers. A tiibune was fent, 
with a band of foldiers, to‘feize him in his houfe, drag him 
to the palace, and there butcher him in the prefence of the 
emperor. But the people, and the city-guards, whom Chilo 
had commanded while governor of 5lome, moved with 
companion at feeing a perfon of his rank thus ignominioufly 
treated by the infultiiig foldiery, like a common malefudor, 
refeued him out of their hands, nttering dreadful menaces 
againft the authors of fuch outrages; which fo alarmed 
Caracalla, that he declared he had giveh no fuch orders ; 
and, to appeafe the multitude, caufed both the tribune and 
foldiers to be immediately put to death *1. 

He fpared Chilo, but vented his rage without controul 
upon many other illuftrious perfons, both of the fenatorial 
and equeftrian order, not pardoning any for whom either 
his father or brother had ever fliewn the leaft kindnefs or 
efteyn. Among thefe unhappy vi£f ims were a daughter of 
the emperor M. Aurelius, whom the other emperors had 
treated with the utrpoit refpeft, but Caracalla ordered to 
be ftrangled, for fhedding a few tears when news were 
brought her of the death of Geta ; Septimius Severus Afer, 
the fon *of Geta, brother to the late emperor Severus, to 
whom Caracalla had fent, the day before, a difh from his 
own table, as a token of his friendfhip ; Pompeianus, who 
had been twice conful, had commanded armies in feveral 
wars, and was grandfon to the emperor M. Aurelius, by 

p Vit. Car. p. 88. Dio, in Excerpt. Val. p. 74a. 9 Vit-Car. 

p. 86. Dio, lib. Ixxvii. p. 87a. 
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the emprefs Lucilla ; Helvius Pcrtlnax, fon to the emperor 
of that name, and therefore greatly beloved b/ the people, 
and no Icfs hated by the jealous tyrant, whom he had like- 
wife provoked with a fatirical Jett; for when the title of 
Parthicus and Sarmaticus were decreed to him by the fe- 
nate, Pertinax moved, that the furname of Geticus might 
be added to the other two, alluding notfo much to the vic- 
tory which Caracalla pretended to have gained over the 
Getse, as to the murder of his brother Geta Some of 
Geta’s enemies fliared the fame fate as his friends ; but the 
death of no man occahoned greater furprize in the city than 
that of Laetus, one of Caracalla’s molt intimate friends, and 
the firft who had advifed him to difpatch his brother. He 
did not even fpare the Vcftal ^irgins, fome of whom he or- 
dered to be ftrangled for having bewailed the death of 
Gcta. In fhort, no fex, rank, or age, efcaped his cruelty, 

He loaded the people with taxes in all the provinces of T^oadjthi 
the empiro, and at Rome caufed great numbers of them to people with 
be maflacred, fometimes out of revenge, and fometimes 
only for his diverfion \ for he dcli^bted in nothing fo much 
as in feats of cruelty and in bloodlhed (E). No prince ever 
employed more iniquitous means of raifing money than Ca- 
racalla, or fquanderod it |way with more prodigality. He 
often ufed to fay, that money ought not to be lodged in 
private hands, but only in the prince’s. Purfuant to this 
maxim he impoverifhed h^ fubjedls in all the provinces of 
the empire, loading them with exceflive impolls and taxes ; 
for which oppreffion, as well as for his extravagant ex- 
pences, when his mother took the liberty to chide him, he, 
like a true tyrant, fhewed her his naked fword, faying, 

As long as I have this I (hall never want (F),” Caracalla 

was 


r Vit, Car, p. 87. 


(E) The people having one 
day rallied at the Circcnlian 
games, a charioteer whom he 
favoured, he commanfled his 
guards to rufh upon the multi- 
tude, and put all the delin- 
quents to the fword ; but as 
the foldiers could not, in fo 
great a croud, diflinguifh them 
from the reft, they fell indif- 
ferently upon all, fword in 
hand, and made a dreadful ha- 
vock of the difarmed multitude, 


(paring only thofe who had 
money enough about them to 
redeem their lives ( 2 ), 

(F) However, he gave away 
fuch immenfe fuins, mnllly to 
porfons who leall of all deferv- 
ed them, to wit, to h4s guards, 
buffoons, players, gladiators, 
charioteers, freedmen, &c. that 
he was obliged to coin falfe nro- 
ney, which he fpent at home^ 
while he employed what triio 
gold and filver hj could extort 


(z) Herod, lib. Tv. p. 546^ 


from 
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was author of the famous law declaring all the free fub- 
jefls of the* empire Roman citizens. Though the name 
and privileges of Roman citizens were by this conflitution 
made common to all the fubje£l 5 of the empire, yet the an- 
cient diilinflion of colonies, of Latin, municipal, and free 
cities, fubfiiled long after, as appears from the Theodofian 
code* and digefts But to clear up this difficulty, which 
has puzzled the bed civilians, is not the province of an 
hidorian. * 

Caracalla, finding himfelf generally hated at Rome, on 
account of hisexceffive cruelties, refolved to leave the city, 
and vifit, after the example of Adrian, all the provinces of 
the empire. Purfuant to this refolution, having in the third 
year of his reign taken upon him his fourth confulfliip, and 
named Decius Ccelius Balbinus, afterwards emperor, for his 
colleague, he fet out for Gaul, where he caufed the pro- 
conful of the province of Narbonne to be murdered, and 
made fuch havock of the people, that he was more hated 
and abhorred there than he had ever been at Rome. He 
did not even fpare the p^ylicians, who had attended him 
during a dangerous malady, with which he was feized ; 
but upon his recovery, caufed them to be put to death 
In che beginning of the following yeair, when MeiTala and 
Sabinus wereconfuls, he returned to Rome, bringing with 
him a quantity of habits made after the Gaulifli fafliion, 

■ Cod. Th. z. tom. 21. p. iS^, i90-*'1ib. iv. tom. 9. lib. iii p. 370. 
t Digeft. ;o. tom. 1 5. lib. 1. p. 1921. lib. viii, p*^i9a3- ^ ^ >t- 

Car. p. 87. 

from his fubje6ls, in keeping 
the barbarians quiet, who were 
conflantly threatening him with 
war (3). He (lie wed on all 
occahons the utmofl contempt 
for the fenate, entirely negled- 
cd tlu? adininffiration of juffice, 
took no care of the provinces, 
and raifed to the hig^eft em- 
ployments the meanelt, and in 
^ every refpeft the moll infamcais 
and unu%)rthy perfons of the 
empire. Thus he gave the go- 
vernment of Rome to an eu- 
nuch, named Sempronius, by 
birth an Iberian, by profeflion 
a poifoner and magician, who 

(3) Dio in Excerpt. Val. p. uS, & lib. Ixxvii. p- B75, (4} 

lib. Ixxvii. p. 877. ^ 

which 


had been baniflied by his father 
Severus, and confined to a de- 
fert ifland. He appointed Theo- 
critus captain of the guards, 
who had been Aril a Have, and 
afterwards a dancing-mafter and 
ilage-player. Epagathus, an- 
other manumitted flave, bore 
likewife great fway at court, 
and, with the other two, ruled 
and controuled both the empire 
and emperor, fetting all things 
to fale, offices, provinces, pub- 
lic revenues, public juffice, and 
the lives of men both innocent 
and guilty (4). 
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which he wore himfelf, and diftributed among the people, 
and would fufFer none to attend him but in thatdrefs. His 
ilay at Rome was very ftiort; for this very year the Catti, the 
Alemanni, whom we find now mentioned for the firft time 
in hiftory, and feveral other German nations, taking up 
arms, began to make inroads into the Roman dominions 
(F). Caracalla therefore marched againft them, but in that 
expedition approved himfelf abetter Joldier than commander. 

For, though he behaved with ^reat courage, and even 
challenged the braveft of the enemy to fingle combat ; yet, 
for want of condudl, he was obliged to purchafe a peace 
with large fums, and the liberty of retiring with fafety into 
the Roman dominions It was no fooner known in Ger- 
many, that he had bought a peace of theCatti and Aleman- 
ni, than all the nations inhabiting that extenfive country 
flew to arms, threatening him with a defiru£tive war, un- 
lefs with them too he fhared his treafures ; which he did 
accordingly, paying them yearly penfions, and by thefe 
means reducing himfelf to fuch difliculties, that he was 
obliged, as we have hinted alresfdy, to coin falfe money. 
When he received the deputies of the Barbarians, he fuf- 
fered no one to be prefent except the interpreters, whom 
he caufed to be imiiiedi|tely afiaffinated, left they fhould 
divulge what had palfed : however, the Barbarians them- 
felves, when he was murdered, owned, that he had en- 
couraged them to invad^ Raly, in cafe any misfortune 
fhould befal him, and to march to Rome, which he faid, 
they might take w%th great eafe During his flay in Ger- 
many, he caufed Gaiobamarus king of the Quadi to be trea- 
cherouily cut off ; and, having ordered all the youth of 
Noricum to take arms, and join him, he commanded his 
troops, on what provocation we know not, to put them all 
to the fword For his pretended viftories over the Ale- 
manni, he took the title of Germanicus and Alemannicus 

In the fifth year of his reign, when Lsetus was cojjiful 
the fecond time with Ccrealis, Caracalla, leaving Germany, 
led his army into Dacia ; where he gained fome fmall ad- 
vantages over the Geta?, and then purfued his march through 

• 

^ DId, lib. Ixxvii. p. 876. * Dio, lib. Ixxviiit p. 891. 

y Idem in Excerpt. Val. p. 749, &754> ^ Car. Vit. p. 89. 

Coltz, p. 92. Birag. p. 293. 
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(F) The Alemanni inhabited pears from their name, a mixed 
at this time the prefent duchy multitude of all the neighbour- 
of Wirtemberg, and were, as ap- ing nations (i) . 

(0 Vorburg. Hill. Rom. Ger. p. 473. & Buch.Belg. Ub, vi. cap. 7. 
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Thrace to the Hellefpont, which he crofledj not without 
danger of being ihipwrecked. Arriving in Alia, he haf- 
tened to Pergamus, hoping to be delivered by the god Ef- 
culapius, worfhipped in that city, from all the maladies, 
both of his body and ‘mind : but the god was deaf to his 
prayers; fo that he left Pergamus, after having enriched 
it with many privileges, as if he deligned to bribe the deity; 
and purfued his journey to Ilium, where he viewed the re- 
mains of ancient Troy, 'and vifited the tomb of Achilles, 
paying extraordinary honours to the memory of that hero, 
though an implacable enemy to the Trojans, from whom 
the Romans pretended to derive their origin. From Ilium 
he travelled to Nicomedia, where he fpent the winter. In 
that city he invited Dio Caijius to fup with him, during 
the feaft of Saturn ; for he obliged moft of the fenators to 
attend him in all his journies, to defray his travelling 
charges, and to build- in the cities, where he paffed the 
winter, theatres, circufes, and amphitheatres, for public 
fports. 

In the following year, <Vhen C. Atius Sabinus was conful 
the fecond time, with Cornelius Anullinus, Caracalla, leav- 
ing Nicomedia after the fourth of April, crofled Dithynia, 
Afia, and the other provinces, hit journey to Antioch, 
in which city he was received with extraordinary pomp. 
During his refidcnce, he wrote to the fenate, that he was 
well apprifed they did not approve of his conduct ; but fo 
long as he had an army at his command, he neither valued 
their reproaches, nor dreaded their hatred ^ He was very 
defirous of quarrelling with the Parthians, who were in- 
volved in a civil war, occalioned by the ambition of the two 
fons of the late king Vologefes; but they complying with 
all his demands, he deferred his intended expedition againlt 
them, and turned his thoughts on the redudlion of Ofrhoenc 
and Armenia, though the kings of thefe two countries lived 
in j^fifeift amity with the Romans. However, Caracalla, 
having invited them to Antioch, as friends and allies of the 
Roman people, caufed them to be arrefted, and imprifbned, 
without the leaft colour or pretence for fuch treachery. 
Ofrhoene immediately fubmitted, and was, according to 
fome waiters, reduced to a Roman province; though others 
maintain, that it was long after governed by its own princes 
All we know is, that Caracalla edablilhed a Roman colony 
at Edefla, the capital of Ofrhoene ; and that, in the fourth 
century, the whole country was fubjeft to the Romans. 

• Dio Jib. Ixxvii. p, 879. Herodian, libi iv. p. 519. 

Spanh, lib. ii. p. 86, & Syncel, p, 359, 
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The Armenians, notwithftandingthe captivity of their king, 
made a vigorous refiftance ; gave a total dtfeat«to Theocri- 
tus the pomedian, who was fent againft them at the head of 
a numerous army ; baffled all the efforts of Caracalla 5 and 
maintained themfelves in pofleflion of their ancient liberties. 

From Antioch the emperor proceeded to Alexandria, 
where he made a dreadful havock of the inhabitants, being 
highly provoked againft them JFcr the many lampoons, 
which, agreeable to their fatiricaU humour, they had pub- 
liffied on the death of Geta. He gave private orders to his Orders a 
numerous troops, who were difperfed all over the city, to 
fall upon the inhabitants in the night-time, to enter andpil- 
lage their houfes, and put all to the fword, without dif- andria^* 
tintlion of fex, age, or condition. His execrable orders 
were executed with fuch bafbarity, as can hardly be cx- 
preffed ; the whole city floated in blood; every boufe was 
filled with dead bodies ; and the return of day difeovered 
in every ftreet the fad monuments of this inhuman execu- 
tion : but the tyrant, not yet fatiated with blood, com- 
manded the flaughter to be continued all the following day, 
that he might have the diabolical pleafure of beholding it 
from the temple of Serapis, where he had pafled the pre- 
ceding night, imploring, during the general malTacre, the 
prote&ion of that deity. ^Vhenthc foldiers were tired evith 
daughter, Caracalla wrote to the fenate, acquainting them, 
that he had revenged the affronts offered him by the Alex- 
andrians ; but that it was not neceffary to fpccify the num- 
ber of the dead, iior their condition, fince none had pe- 
riflied but fuch as were guilty. Before he left the city he 
ftripped it of all its privileges ; fuppreffed the celebrated 
affembly of learned men ; ordered all ftrangers, who lived 
there, to abandon the place ; and that fuch as had efcaped 
the general mafl'jcrc, who were very few, might not have 
the fatisfa£lion of feeing one another, he cut off all com- 
munication of one ftreet with another, by Myalls built for 
that purpofe, and guarded by the troops he left in garrifSn 
However, as the tyrant perifficd foon after, Alexandria 
fpeedlly recovered its former fplcndor,'" and continued to be 
the firft city of the empire after Rome. 

From Alexandria the emperor returned to Antioth, with 
a defign to make war upon the Farthians, and, by fome me- 
uiorable exploit, deferve the furname of Farthicus, which 
he feems to have preferred to all others. In order to have ffh trea^ 

fome pretence for declaring war, he fent an emhaffy to Arta- chery to- 

•wards the 

= Herodian. lib. iv- p. 545* Bio, lib. Ixxvii. p. B79, 88a* Vit. 

Car. p, 87, 
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banes with rich prefcntsi to dcGre his daughter in marriage, 
dot doubting but the Parthian would deny him his requeft ; 
nor was he miftaken in his conjefture^ Artabanes alleging, 
that his daughter, brought up after the Parthian manner, 
could never be reconciled to the cuftoms of the Romans. 
Caracalla perfifting in his demand, Artabanes at length 
complied with it ; fuifered him to enter his dominions ; 
difpatched orders to his governors to receive and entertain 
him with the utmod maghihcence ; and went out in perfon 
to meet him, as he approached the royal city of Ctefiphon, 
where the nuptials were to be folemnized. Artabanes was 
attended by the chief nobility of the kingdom, and a nu- 
merous body of guards, unarmed, and in their gayeil attire. 
But Caracalla, abufing the confidence they repofed in him, 
with a treachery hardly to be equalled, gave the fignal to 
his foldiers to fall upon them fword in hand : they obeyed 
the Ggnal, and made a terrible flaughter of the defencelefs 
multitude. However, the king had the good fortune to 
efcape unhurt. After this infamous exploit, worthy of fuch 
an emperor as Caracalla, iihe cruel and perfidious monfler, 
enraged that Artabanes had efcaped, wreaked his fury on 
all the countries through which he pafTed on his return to 
Syria, leaving every where difma? monuments of his bar- 
barous cruelty, and infatiable avarice ''(G). The emperor 
returned from this memorable expedition to EdelTa ; whence 
he wrote boafting letters to the fenate, pretending that he 
Honoured had fubdued the Parthians, and'reduced all the Eaft. The fe- 
though informed of what had pafTed, yet decreed him 
^the^Uof ^ triumph, and the title of Parthicus 
PartAicus. In the following year, when C. Bruttius Prsefens and T. 

Meflius Extricatus were confuls, a bloody fate at length 
overtook this man of blood. He had often treated as a 

* Herod, lib. iv. p, 551—553- » Dip, lib. Ixviii. p. 881. 

(G) Thus fays Herodian; The fame writer adds, that as 
hut Dio CaiGua writes, that Ca- the irruption was fudden and 
racalla, UTOn the Parthicn king’s unexpe^ed, he did not meet 
^ refufing him his daughter, en- with the leaft oppofition, or 
tered nis dominions, withdut even faw the face of an enemy 
■nny farther declaration of war; (2). Spartian, indeed, fpeaks 
ravaged great part of Media; of a tumultuary engagement be- 
deflroyed feveral cities; took tween the Parthians and Ro- 
Arbela; and there demolifhed mans, in which Caracalla let 
the tombs of the Parthian mo- loofe wild beafts againft the 
narchs, infultlng their remains enemy (3]. 
in a mofb facrilegious manner. 

(a) Dio, lib, Ixxfiii, p.8Bi. (3] Yit, Car. p- S/i 
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coward, and threatened with death Macriniis, captain of 
the guards befides, about this time a foothfayier declared 
publicly in Africa, that Macrinua, and his fon Diadume- 
nus, were dellined to the empire. In confequence of this 
declaration, the foothfayer was immediately fent to Rome, 
where he repeated and maintained the fame predidlion be- 
fore Maternianus, captain of the city-guards, whom the 
emperor, as he repofed an entire confidence in him, had 
enjoined to employ all poHible tfieans, even the Metcd-^ 
able myllerics of magic, in order to difeover whether any 
perfon privately afpired at the empire. Maternianus, there- 
fore, wTote immediately to the emperor what he had learned 
of the foothfayer; but the letter being delivered to Julia, 
whom Caracalla had left at Antioch, with full power to 
open and read all his difpatchcs (for he himfelf was flill at 
EdelTa, where he had palTed the winter), Macrinus, who 
attended the emperor, was acquainted with the contents, 
before Julia could tranfmit them from Antioch to Edefla. 
This intelligence was conveyed to him by Ulpius Juliahus, 
his intimate friend, who delivered the letter to a courier 
difpatched from Rome to the court at Edeifa ^ Macrinus, 
thus informed before the emperor of what Maternianus. had 
written, was fenfible that he could not ufe too much dif- 
patch B ; he immediafbly gained, with great promifes, two 
brothers, Aurelius Nemefianus and Aurelius Apollinaris, 
both tribunes of the guards ; Julius Martialis, an exempt, 
whom the emperor had pit)voked, by refufing him the poft 
of a centurion ; Martius Agrippa, the admiral ; Rhsetianus, 
tribune of the fecond legion ; and fevcral others ; who put 
their defign in execution on the eighth of April of this year 
217, while the emperor was going on horfehack, with a 
fmall retinue, from Edefla to vifit a temple of the Moon at 
Carrhse. Being obliged to ftop by the way on a prefling 
occafion, and all his attendants withdrawing, except one 
of the prince’s domeftics, as he was ready to mount again, 
Martialis, unwilling to lofe that opportunity, ran h^ily 
to him, gave him fuch a ftah in the throat with his dagger, 
that he expired immejliately, and mi^t^d with the crowd, 
before they were apprifed of the tranfa^ion; hut when the 
emperor'g death was publicly knwn,. a Scythian, who be- 
longed to the guards, ohferving Martialis with a* bloody 
dagger in his hand, which in the confufion he had not the 
precaution to conceal, and thence concluding him to be the 
author of the murder, Ihot him through with an arrow. 
Caracalla was killed after he had lived twenty-nine years 

r Dio, lib. lxxviii> p. S8z. e Herod, lib. iv. p- 554^ 
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and four rhonthsj and reigned Gx yearBj twa Mdhthsi and 
four days, from the death of his father (H}. 

'fhe foldiers immediately cbAveyed the body of the de- 
ceafed prince to Edeffa, and proceeded, even before they 
had performed the funeral obiequies, to the e1e£iiott of a 
new emperor. They were in debate that and the tWo fol- 
lowing days ; but, on the fourth, the eleventh of April, and 
OpeKuj birth-day of Severus, the prstorian guards* at Edefla, 

Macrinuj infli gated by the tribunes^ who had been priVy to the con- 
dedarrd fpiracy of Macrinus, declared him emperor ; for none but 
jj-g accomplices imagined him to have been acceifary to the 
~ death of Caracalla, which they afcribed to Martialis alone, 
impelled to the murder through private paflionand revenge. 
Macrinus pretended at Grft to decline fuch a heavy burden; 
but was eaGly prevailed upon to take it oh his moulders. 
He diftiibuted, on that occaGon, large fums amongft the 
foldiery ; made them ample promifes ; and granted a ge- 
neral pardon to all perfons accufed of, or condemned for, 
crimes of majefty or high-treafon (I). 

^ Dio, p. {91. Herod. j|i. 556/ 


(H) The authors who lived 
under Caracalla, were Se- 
verus Sammonicus, who wrote 
a great number of books, which 
were much admired by Geta ; 
and hence Sammonicus was, by 
Caracalla’a order, murdered, 
while he was at fupper (i). 
None of his works have reached 
oiir times, except fome books 
in Ladn verfe on phyGc, and a 
few paflages quoted by Macro- 
bius out of a book in profe, 
which he iidctibed to the em- 
perdC'SeveruB (1). ^liusMau- 
TUs, whom Spartian quotes in 
relating the death of^ Severus 
(3), wrote in the reign of Ca- 
racalla, being then very oU; 
for he h^ been a Have to Phle- 
goh, the Freedman of the em- 
peror Adrian (4). Oppian, the 


celebrated Greek poet, lived 
und^r A^ntoninus, the fon of 
Domna; that is, under Cara- 
calla, the fon of Julia Domna, 
as Jie himfelf informs us (c), 
and not under Antoninus tne 
Philofophci’, as we read in the 
chronicle of Eufebiua aUd St. 
Jerom (6), 

(1) Hcrodian wHtes, that the 
army Grit chofe Adventus, Ma- 
crinus’s colleague in the com- 
mand of the prxtDriaa guards, 
who excufed himfelf On account 
of his great age (7). But, ac- 
cording to Dio C^UB, Adven- 
tus only boalled, that, in re- 
gard to Teniority, he had a bet- 
ter right to the empire than 
Macrinus, declaring, at the 
fame rime, that he willingly 
yielded it to him ( 8) . Adven- 


(i) Car. Vit. p. 815 , ^ Get. Vit. p. pi. (a) VolT. Poet. Lat. 
p. 53, k Macrob. Saturn, lib. ii. cap. ta. . (3} Vit. Sev. p. 7'* 
(4] Voir. Hift. Lat. ibid. (5) Oppian. He Venat. lib. i. p. i%9* 

(6) Eufeb. Chrort. p. liv^ laa. (7) Herod, lib. iv, p, 535 * 

( 8 ) Dio, p. 894- 
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The new emperor Opilius, or rather Opelius MacrinuB^ His kirtk 
'was a native of Csfarea in Mauritania, now Algier, and of midprrfgr» 
g very mean defeent. We arc told, that many things 
concerning hii birth, his education, and hrft employments^ 
were invented by his fucceflbr Heliogabalus, and, by his 
orders, inferted in his life. Hence, without regarding what 
we read in Julius CapitoHnus, who was ftrangely preju- 
diced againft him, we (hall chiefly follow Did Caflius, 
who flourifhed under him, and foems quite free from all 
perfonal hatred and affe^lion. According to chat writer, 
he was a perfon of a mild and humane temper, which gain- 
ed him the affeflions both of the people and foldiery, and 
covered the meannefs of his birth, and hrft employments. 

He was pretty well verfed in the laws ; a circumftance 
which induced Plautianus to dqmmit to him the care of his 
eftate, and appoint him his fteward. Afterwards beverus 
charged him with the care of the polls in Italy; but foon 
after banilhed him, for what tranfgrelfion we know not, 
into Africa, where he fupported himfelf by pleading caufes 
of fmall confequence. He returned to Rome after the death 
of Severus, when Caracalla gave him an employment in the 
treafury, in which he acquitted himfelf fo uprightly, that 
the fame prince named him to fucceed the celebrated Papi- 
nian in the command of flie praetorian guards. His chief 
province in that office was to decide caufes with the empe- 
ror, or in his name ; a talk which he performed with great 
equity, when Caracalla hiififelf was not prefent He mar- 
ried Nonia Celfa, .a woman of a very indifferent charadler, 
and had by her a Ton, commonly called by the Latin hifto- 
rians Diadumenus ; but by Dio Caffius, Hcrodian, and in 
mod inferiptions, Diadumenianus With the empire he 
took the names of Severus and Aurelius, which are dill tn 
be feen on feveral of his medals : but on none appears that 
of Antoninus ; whence we conclude CapitoHnus to have 
been midaken in giving him that appellation. Before he 
left Edefla, he caufed the body of Caracalla to be burnt with 
the ufual folemnity, and fent his a(hcs, inclofed in an um| 

• • 

^ Dio, lib. IxxTiii. p« S9S, 893.' * Herod, p. 566. OdtB. p. 100, 
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tus was an excdlent com- read <o). However, Aacriaus 
matider, but altogether ubqua- creatM him ienator, appointed 
lified for a ftaterman ; exceed- him governor of Rome, and tbp 
ing old, no lefs meanly bom following year chofe him far hip 
than Macrinus, and fo illite- colleague in thp confuUh^p 
rate, that he could not even 
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to his ipother Julia, at Antioghp who, refolving not to out- 
live him, cfpecially after Macrinus had ordered her to leave 
that city, on account of her bitter inveffcives againft him, 
and her private intrigues, in order to feize the empire, ef- 
fedled her own death by abflaining from all food. Her body 
was fent to Rome, and depofited in the tomb of Caius and 
Lucius Czfars, the grandfons of Auguilus, and conveyed 
afterwards by her filler Mzfa to the maufoleum of Adrian \ 
Macrinus was no fooner declared emperor, than he fent 
for his foil Diadumenus, who was at Antioch. The fol- 
diers who attended him, and were entirely attached to Ma- 
crinus,. gave him, of their own motion, purfuant to their 
private inllruflions, thq title of Czfar \ which, upon his 
arrival at EdelTa, was confirmed by the -whole army, his 
father giving, on that occ&fion, another bounty to the 
foldiery. The new prince acquainted the fenate immediate- 
ly with the death of Caracalla, and his'accelTion to the em- 
pire, by a letter, in which he fpoke with great referve of 
the deceafed emperor, neither commending nor cenfuring 
him : he only fa id, that^fince the delliny which he feemed 
to have deferved had at length overtaken him, and the army 
had raifed him to the fupreme command, he would acknow- 
lege himfelf indebted to the fenate alone for the empire, if 
they thought fit Co confirm that c^oic%. Though the fenate 
bad heard before news of the death of Caracalla, yet, ap- 
prehending it to be only a falfe report, they had carefully 
concealed their fentiments ; butj* being now alTured of the 
truth by Macrinus’s letters, they loaded^ him with dreadful 
curfes ; ordered all his gold and filver llatues to be melted 
down, his name to be erafed from all inferiptions-, annulled 
his aitls ; and declared his memory infamous, llyling him 
no longer Antoninus, but Balfianus, Caracalla, and Taraii- 
[us, which was the name of a little, deformed, and cruel 
gladiator™. They were fo tranfported with joy in finding 
tliemfelves delivered from the tyranny of Caracalla, that, 
overlooking the meannefs of Macrinus's birth, they declar- 
ed him emperor without the lead hefitation, heaping upon 
him all the honours which they h^d ever conferred upon 
any prince. His family was ranked among the patrician 
families, his fon proclaimed Czfar, and his wife, Nonia 
Celfa, honoured with the title of Augulla. In their anfwer 
to his letter, they earncllly intreated him to puqifh, accord- 
ing to their deferts, the miniders of the late tyrant, and to 
extirpate the whole tribe of informers. Macrinus complied, 
in Tome degree, with their requed ; for he fudered them to 

1 Dio, lib. luviiii p. B99. n Idem, p. B9Z. 
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CondcmHj not to death, hut to hanifhment, three fcnatorfi, 
and many others of an inferior rank ; and ordered all the 
ilavcB and frcedmeni who had informed againft their ma- 
kers or patrons, to be crucihed. 

The emperor in the mean time, leaving Edefla, led his 
army to Antioch ; and there, in the prefence of all his 
troops, gave his fon the name of Antoninus; a name highly 
revered, and, in a manner, adored by the foldiery". On 
this occafion the whole army loudly demanded the deifica- 
tion of Caracalla ; a demand which greatly furprifed Ma- 
crinus, who, neverthelefs, was forced to comply with it, and 
order the fenate to rank among the gods one whom he C^acafU 
himfelf had caufed to he murdered, and who was dcfenredly 
detefted by all, except the foldiery, as a profefTed foe to the 
human race, a monlter gorged with blood, a parricide, and 
the molt inhuman tyrant that ever difgraced a diadem. The 
fenate, purfuant to the emperor’s mandate, immediately 
decreed him divine honours, a temple, altars, priefts, fa- 
crifices, and all the apparatus of divinity. The emperor 
was even obliged to caufe Aureliffnus to be condemned and 
executed, for having privately removed feme of the deceaf- 
ed emperor’s llatues ° ; fo opprefEvc was the authority which 
the army had, by degrees, ufurped both over the fenate 
and prince. 

During thefe tranfaflions at Antioch and Rome, Arta- ^he Par* 
banes, king of the Farthi^ns, having aflembled a powerful 
army, advanced with a defign to'invade the Roman terri- 
tories, and retaliate the injuries he had received. Macrinus, 
induced partly by his natural timidity (for he was not a 
man of courage), and partly by motives of juitice and 
equity, endeavoured to appeafe him, by releafing all the 
prifoners taken by Caracalla, and fending ambaffadors to 
propofe a peace, on terms equally honourable to both na- 
tions ; but Artabanes declaring that he would liften to no 
propofals, unlefs the Romans engaged, as a preliminary, to 
rebuild all the cities they had deftroyed, to give up RTefo- 
potamia, and to pay an immenfe fum, to be employed ia 
repairing the tombs of the Parthian Tmonarchs defaced by 
Caracalla, and making good the lolTes his fubjefls had fuN* 
tained by the late unjuA invafion, Macrinus, aOuimed to 
comply with fuch high demands, took the held, and met 
the enemy in the neighbourhood of Nifibis. But the Ro- q’jig 
mails, enervated under Caracalla by an idle and effeminate mmmt 
life, were overcome in two engagements ; infomuch that 
Macrinus, not daring to venture a third, fent rich prefen ts 

^ l^io, p. 896. Herod, lib. iv, p. 561. 

E c 3 


• Vit. Macr. p- 95, jfi. 

for 



4 « 


Tie Roman H0ory* 

for Artibine^, and all the grandees of his court; and by 
JAacrinuj thefe means'Vjbtained a peace^ which coft him) according to 
toncludis a our hiltofian, fifty millions of drachmas. However, the 
fenate decreed him the furname of Farthicus, which he 
\hia^' accepted, as appears from fame of his medals p ; but declin- 
ed the triumph, which was decreed him at the faine timei* 
and 4 r~ Macrinus appeafed the Armenians* whom Caracalla had 
mtuians, likewife provoked, by reftoring their king Tiridatea to the 
Reflortt throne, together with thofe lands which they had formerly 
•Jindatisto pofTciTed in Cappadocia. Capitolinus Ipeaks of a war with 
the thrfine the people of Arabia, in which Macrinus fignalized his cou- 
rage, and was attended with great fuccefs' ; but of this rup- 
ture no mention is made by any other hiftorian. Macrinus, 
having concluded a peace both with the Farthians and Ar- 
menians, returned to Antioch'; and, by means of many ex- 
cellent laws, endeavoured to reform the abufes which had 
prevailed in the reign of his prcdeccffor. He declared all 
the lefcripts and decifions of the emperors null and void, 
unlcfB they were found agreeable to the ancient and known 
laws of Rome, faying, itiwas fhameful that the caprices of 
a Commodus, or a Caracalla, fhould have the force of 
Bdaerhut'j Jaws* He pun ifhed crimes with great feverity. When any 
fiventya^ perfons, whatever their rank, were qonvi£led of adultery, 
he caufed the delinquents to be^tied together ; and, thus 
bound, to be burnt alive. He obliged fugitive Haves to fight 
like gladiators : foRictimes he ordered criminals to be Qiut 
up, and ftarved to death. He deprived of life fuch infor- 
jBers ai c»uld not make good their accufaitions ; when they 
did, they had the ufuil reward, that ''is, the fourth part of 
the crimiiia?8 eftate ; whence they were called quadrupla- 
mrei; but at the fame time Macrinus declared them in- 
famous. He divefled the inhabitants of Fergamus of all 
the privileges lately panted them by Caracalla, and ap- 
pointed Dio Caffius thehillorian governor of that city, and 
iAi injtanci of Smyrna A confpiracy being difcovereil agaaiift him, 
9 fhu tit- p&niflied feme of the authors of the plot ; but pardoned 
Arbianus, Thufeus, and GelHus, of whom the former is 
ftyled duke of Armetiia, and the two latter lieutenants of 
( Alia and Arabia *, he even contifiucd them in their employ- 
ments, Roping to gam tb^r attachment by clemeiicy. We 
ure told by Capitolinus, that Diadumenus wrote on this oc- 
calion to his father, and likewilie to the emprefs his mother, 
complaining of the indulgenoe which the emperor had 
and begging that they might he executed without 

p Norls. de Dio. p. 1 9. q Dio, lib. Ixxviii. p. 90Q. ' Vit. 
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ijjMcy wnno^ jiprfu^c purleVfs, tM Piadji- 

I^njyi?, Jthpn pply WAC 91 ten yews old, wu capable of 
Wiijiing 

ji^Uhuto jQeen nothing in M?iicrinus to jcondeinn : Raifrs offfy 
Ixofi^icyer, bye was UP^ Wtbput his faults } for he deprived p*rjbaj of 
thofc whf) ^werc ^ipbly born of their eiMloyments, and 
aft^atdi raifcd tp the bighcjft pofts perfons of his ourn 
conditipUs ^ough in ^nera) void of all merit. Thus be 
appointed Ady;c;ptu5, pjF whom have fpoken before, go- 
vernor of Rome, and prince of the fenate, even before he 
was a fenator, though j^tpgether unequal to that high office. 

Jle recalled from the government of Pannonia and Dacia, 

Sabinus and Caftinus, men of merit and diflind^ion. He 
feiU Marcius Agrippa, a manumitted Have, formerly ba- 
niflied by Seveius for irea^nable pra£Uces, to fucceed the 
former ; and fubftituted Decius Triccianus, a man of no 
rank, in the room of the latter. He puniflied the Icaft 
tranlgreffion or ncgleft of duty in the foldiers, with fucb 
feverity, that inftead of Macrinus, he was called by them 
Macellinus, from the wor^ maccyum^ fignifying Jhambles. 

In the reign of CaracaUa, they had been quartered in the 
citiesj where they indulged. tbcmfelvcs with impunitv in all 
manner of ^cenUQufncfs ; but Macrinus obliged them tp 
live under tents in tffe fields, and would not fulFer them to 
approach or enter any citjs in order to inure them to a re- 
gular and military lim- This hardfhip they could not en- jit difob- 
dpre, cfpecially as the emperor himfelf indulged in plea- iiges the 
fares at Autiodi, while they in the field often wanted ne- ^ 
ceflaries. They AerrTqre began to regret the Ipfs of Cara- 
calia, to hate ri^e very name of Macrinus, and publicly to 
reproach him with the m^aiuiefs of his birth, and former 
life. At the fame time they were acquainted, that he had 
.beep the chief author of the murder of Caracalla ; an in- 
^ornuition which ipcenfed them agrinft him to fuch a de- 
gree, that they pply wapted a favourable opportunity to re- 
volt from Macrinus, and appoint anqther emperor in his 
Toom ; a Hot which they tpok accordingly in the following 
year, yvhen MacrinUs and Aventus were confuls. 

This revolution was effeAed by the contrivance and arti- ^ conjpi- 
fices of ^fa, fifter to the late empreCs Julia, a woman of 
igreatcupnmgi dexterity, experience, and courage. "She had 
iived at court with her lifter during the reigns of beverus 
.and paracalU, and had acquired great knowlege of afiairs, 

;?w well ^ immenfe wealth ; which Macrinus fuffered her 
to enjoy after the murder of Caracalla, but ordered her to 
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quit the courtj and retire to Emefa in Phoenicia, her native 
city. She had two daughters ; namely, Julia Soemis, or 
Soemias, and Julia Mamxa. Each of thefe had a fon. 
Julia Soemis was the mother of Varius Avitus BafEanus ; 
and Alexianus was the fon of Julia Mamsea. When Maefa 
retired to Emefa, flie took her two grandfons with her, 
Avitus being then thirteen years, and Alexianus only nine \ 
and caufed them both to be confecrated to the Sun, the 
chief deity of the inhabitants of Emefa, who had erected 
a ftately temple to him, under the name of Eleagabalus. 
Baflianus, the eldeft of the two, was appointed pontiff of 
that deity, and thence called Eleagabalus, or, as he is com- 
monly flyJed by hiltorians, Heliogabalus " ; for his name 
has occafioned great difputcs among the learned. As the 
temple of the Sun was at a (mall diltance from Macrinus's 
camp, the Roman foldiers going frequently to vifit the 
deity of the place, were very much charmed with the come- 
linefs of the young pontiff, who was tall and genteel, well- 
(haped, and had lomething in his air and looks extremely 
gracious and pleahn^. Msefa, obferving her grandfon thus 
‘admired by the foldiery, refolved to improve the opportu- 
nity, pretending, that Heliogabalus was the fon of Cara- 
calla ; that (he polTefled immenfe trea/ures, and would wil- 
lingly enrich fuch as (hould efpoufe the caufe of the de- 
ceafed emperor’s fon. The foldiers, who were encamped 
in the neighbourhood of Emefa, believing Heliogabalus to 
he the real fon of Caracalla, ank allured by the great pro- 
mifes of Maefa, invited her with her grand>fon to their camp ; 
and, upon their arrival, proclaimed Heliogabalus emperor, 
by the name of M. Aurelius Antoninus, and invefted him 
with all the enfigns of fovercignty 

Macrinus, who was then at Antioch, inftead of march- 
ing in perfon to quafli the revolt at once, as he might have 
eafily done, contented himfelf with fending Ulpius Julia- 
pus, one of the captains of the guards, with fome troops, 
agaifid the mutineers. Julianus attacked their camp with 
great refolution, and might have made himfelf mafterof it 
the very firfl day, the foldiers undcp his command being 
moftly Moors, and confec^uently greatly attached to Macri- 
nus thejr countryman ; but Julianus checking their ardour, 
and putting off the alfault to the next day, in hopes the 
icvoltcrs would in the mean time fubmit, they raifed tiew 
works during the nighty fuftained the affault next ihorning 
with great refolution j and, by (hewing Heliogabalus oh 


n Herod, lib, v. p. 56*. Dio, in Excerpt. Val. p. m. Macr, 
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the ramparts, and with him the treafures they had received 
from Mxfa, induced the Romans under Jidianus, and 
highly incenfrd againft Macrinus, to murder their own oE- 
cers, and join them. Julianus immediately fled, and lay 
for fome time concealed ; but being at length difeoveredt 
one of the foldiers ftruck off his head, and carried it to the 
emperor, wrapped up in a linen cloth, and fealed with Ju- 
lianus’s own feal, pretending it to be that of Hcliogabalus ; 
and made his efcape while the emperor was unfolding it. 
Macrinus concluding that he had been betrayed and debat- 
ed, haftened to the camp of the Albanians, that is, of the 
foldiers who had their fixed quarters at Alba, and were 
then encamped in the neighbourhood of Apamca ; ac- 
quainted them in a very injudicious fpeech with the revolt 
of the troops near Emefa ; dSclared Heliogabalus, his cou- 
fin Alexianus, both their mothers, and their grandmother 
Msefa, public enemies ; and proclaimed his Ton, Diadu- Macrinui 
menus, Augullus, and his partner in the empire, promifing, 
on that occafion, to each foldier five thoufand drachmas, 
and paying them of that fum onelhdufand on the fpot. At 
the fame time he informed the fenate of the revolt of the 
troops, and the promotion of his fon, and enjoined them 
to promife to the ptjpple, in his name, one hundred and 
fifty drachmas a man. Tne fenate, by whom Macrinus was 
greatly revered, confirmed the title of Auguffus t6 his fon, 
and declared Heliogabalus a public enemy. 

From Apamea the emperor returned to Antioch, inffead Mofl •/ 
of marching without del|iy, againft the rebels at Emefa; trowpt 
which city was but at a fmall diftance. He was fcarce 
gone, when the Albanians, and the other troops encamped 
in that neighbourhood, declared for Heliogabalus, who ad- 
vanced to Antioch, to attack Macrinus, before he had time 
to affemble his other forces. The emperor, upon the news 
of his approach, marched out of the city at the head of 
tho prxtorian bands ; and ^he two armies meeting on the 
confines of Syria and Phoenicia, a bloody engagement en- 
fued, in which the troops of Heliogabalus, after a long and 
vigorous refiftance, began to give ground ; but were brought 
back to the charge by Mxfa, Soemis, the mother of Helio-| 
gabalus, and by Heliogabalus flimfelf, who fign^lized his 
valour on that occafion in a very eminent manner. The 
fight being thus renewed, Macrinus, being naturally timo- 
rous, fled, when he faw the troops of Heliogabalus return 
to the charge. The prxtorian guards kept their ground, 
even after his flight, till Heliogabalus affured them upon 
his oath, that they ftiould not be difeharged, but Eould 
enjoy under him all the privileges and exemptions which 
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bad be^ graDted them by other emperors < then they dev 
cUred for him, the other troops bad already done * 
MMrit^ retired to Aiuioch, and there (wblifliing that iui 
tad gamed a complete viiGory, ordered his fon to flielter 
biflilelf in the country of the Pajthians.; and before the 
of his defeat were publicly known, fled bimfelf in 
iWgiufe, taking with him letters for thofc who had care of 
the polls, pretending that he had been fent by the emperor 
upon fome important afl^air that required difpatch. Thus 
he crofled undifeovered the provinces of Cilicia, Cappado- 
cia, Galatia, and Bithynia. To avoid Nicomedia, he em- 
tartad at a port in the neighbourhood of that city, called 
fribidHS, with a deCgn to go by fea to Chalcedon, and from 
roence to crofs over to Byzantium ; but being driven bach 
by contrary winds to Chalcedony when he was upon ihe 
point of landing at Byzantium, he was unfortunately takeu 
illj and difeovered by thofo whon^ Heliogahalus had fent tp 
pu^fue him. 

foldicrs, to whofe .cuftody he was committed, put 
A iJ ri». ^ chariot, in ori^r to carry him to Heliogabalus ; 

u" C. 966. ^ having thrown himfelf out of the carriage, when 

■* wa* informed that his fon too had been taken, and by 

Buth it *e fall broken his Ihoulder-bone, the foldicrs put an end to 
mndUj fn his pain and life, by cutting off Ifis head ; which they car- 
.III Heliogabalus, who ordered it to be expofed on the 

ndLW. tie of Macrinus, in the 
fiity-iQUiah year ■rrf his age, after he had reigned near 
four months. His fon Diadumenus wa^ afterwards pub- 
licly cji;Acoted by the new emperor’s order, as a com- 
mon malofaftor, and his head carried about, with that of 
hifi father, on the point of a fpear. BaAlianus, governor 
of Egypt, and Marius Secundus, governor of Fhmnicia, rc- 
fufed to acknowlcgc Heliogabalus, even after the death of 
Macrinus^ which refufal occaiioned feveral feditions in 
fehofe countries, in one of which great numbers of the 
pcopie and foldicry were killed, and among the reft Sc- 
euudus himfelf. Bafilianus fled to Italy, and remained 
fome time concealed iin the neighbourhood of Brunduflum ; 

^ but was at length betrayed by one of his old friends, to 
whom hj had written foritlief, and by Heliogabalus’s order 
OTOUted at Nicomedia, where that prince pafled the firft 
winter after his aocelCon to the empire *. 

^Hejiogabalws, immecUatcly after the defeat an^ flight of 
Blacdous, entered Antiodi, and fenm thence wrote to the 

iv. p, 5(5, 


rMacr. 

fenat^ 
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fenate, acquainting them with the defeat of Macrinus, and Htluga- 
his acccl&on to the empire, promifing to conform to the Mus ac~ 
excellent inftitutions of Auguftus and M. Aurelius, and 
to do nothing without their advice and approbation. How- JJ; 
ever, as he %led himfelf Auguftus, the Ton of Antoninus, 
that is, of Caracalla, and the grandfon of Severus, and like- 
wife affumed the proconfular and tribunitial power, and 
the titles of Happy and Pious, before they had been con- 
ferred upon him by the fenate, his letter occafioiied a ge- 
neral confternation in the city : neverthelefs they confirmed 
all the titles he had aflumed ; declared Macrinus a public 
enemy, and honoured both IVliefa and Sooemis with the 
title of Auguftae. Thus was Varius Avitus Baflianus, com- 
monly known in hiftory by the name of Heliogabalus, raifed 
to the empire. He was the feoft profligate, impious, in- His cha- 
human, efleminatc, and prodigal tyrant that ever difgraccd 
a diadem. His grandmother Mela, a woman of great 
parts and experience, afliamed of his fcandalous and unac- 
countable condua, endeavoured to the utmoft of her power 
to keep him within fomc bounds f but he, utterly defpifing 
her, only attended to the wicked counfels of his mother 
Soemis, and of fuch as flattered him in his crimes. Hence 
he may be truly faid Jo have exceeded Nero himfelf in cru- 
elty, CaliguU in prodifality, and the moft abandoned 
princes, who reigned either before or after^ him, in all 
manner of lewdncfs and debauchery. He did not re^n 
full four years, and in thaFlhort time married fix wives (Kj. 

But his frequcjit marriages and divorces did not give fo Mh mon- 
much offence, as his fcandalous lewdncfs and dcbauchcric^ lewdnefi. 
He turned the imperial palace into a brothel, filling it with 


(K) His firfl wife was Julia 
Cornelia Paula, a lady of an 
irreproachable charafier, and 
fprung from two of the moll 
illuflriDUB families in Rome; 
but he foon after divorced her, 
and ftripped her of the title of 
Augufla, and all the olher ho- 
nours he had conferred upon 
her. He then married Julia 
Aquilia Severa, a Vcftal virgin, 
which was accounted by the 
Romam an enormous crime ; 
but foon divorced her to marry 
Annia Fauftina, the grand- 


daughter of the emperor M. 
Aurelius, though already wed- 
ded to Pomponius Baflus, whom 
he caufed to be murdered. Fau^ 
ftina, and three others, ^hofo 
Dames are unknown, were in a 
Ihort time obliged to give room 
to Aqiulia Severn the Veftal, 
wjiom he admitted again to his* 
bed, faying, that he hoped, 
as fhe was a prleftcfs, and he 
a prieft, to have by her an off- 
i^ring worthy of the iininorisl 
gods (j)- 


(i) Dio, lib. Uxix. p. Hcmd. p- 5^^* 


fuch 
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fuch numbers of proftitutes, for the conveniencyj he faid, 
of his friends and favourites, that it Teemed a city, fays He- 
rodian, inhabiced only by lewd women. With them, and 
his infamous companions, he pafled the created part of 
his time, abandoning himfelf to the moft fcandalous and 
unnatural pra£fices. He often aifembled them in one of 
the halls of the palace; appeared. among them in the ap- 
parel, and with the air, of a proditute; encouraged them 
in formal harangues to rejeft all moJefty, fliake off all re- 
draints, and make it their whole dudy to devife new me- 
thods of fatisfying their ludful appetites. In his fpeeches 
he addreffed them with the title of commilitones, fellow- 
foldiers \ and indeed they were the only foldiers worthy of 
fuch a general. After fome time he drove many of the 
debauched women out of thd’ palace, and took catamites in 
their room ; for he was himfelf of that infamous tribe, 
having been publicly married hrd to Aurelius Zoticus, one 
of his ofRcers, and afterwards to Hierocles, a Have. He 
was not adiamed to fatisfy his mod infamous and unna- 
tural luds in public, in the face of the fun, and the whole 
Ronnn people, putting thereby out of countenance even 
the mod profligate amongd his debauched companions. 
But to dwell on fuch abominable fc^es of impurity is be- 
neath the dignity of an hidorian/ and only worthy of fuch 
a biographer as /Tillius Lampridi us, who feems to take par- 
tiriilar delight in deferibing the dctcdable pollutions and 
abominations of this lewd monrter. 

Hlsprodi’ His prodigality was as boundlcfs as hir lud ; for, in the 
fhort period of bis reign, he is faid to have reduced Almod 
to beggary all the fubje^ls of the empire, and to have left 
at his death the treafury entirely exhauded. He fiift'cred 
nothing to appear at his table, but what was brought from 
the mod didant countries at an immenfe charge. His pa- 
lace, his chambers, and his beds, were all furnifhed with 
cloth of gold. When he went abroad, all the way between 
his chamber, and the place where his chariot waited for 
him, was drewed with gold-dud ; for he thought it be- 
neath him to tread upon the ground-like other men. All 
his tables, cheds, chairs, and fuch veffeJs as were de- 
dined fjr the mcaned ufeS, were of pure gold- Though his 
cloaths were exceeding codly, and ornamented with jewels 
and precious dones, yec he is faid never to have worn one 
fuit twice, nor ever to have put on again a ring which he 
had once ufed He was condantly ferved in gold-plate ; 
but every night, after fupper, prefenced to his gueds and 
attendants what had been ufed that day. He often didri- 
buted among the people and foldiery, not only corn and 

money, 
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mortey, as other emperors had done, but gold and filver- 
piate, precious (lones^ and tickets, intitling them to im- 
menfe fums, which were immediately paid. He caufed 
his fifli-ponds to be filled with water diililled from rofes, 
and the naumachia, where fea-hghts were exhibited, with 
wine. His rooms, tables, couches, and galleries, where he 
walked, were daily ftrewed with rofes, lilies, and all forts of 
flowers. His banquets and entertainments were expenfive 
ulinofl beyond belief, his favourite difties being tongues of 
peacocks and nightingales, and the brains of parrots and 
pheafants. He fed liis dogs with the livers of geefe, his 
horfes with raifins, and his lions and other wild beads 
with partridges and pheafants. In (hort, the whole wealth 
of the Roman empire was fcarce fufiicient, fays Herodian, 
to fupply the extravagance of^Jiie man •. As for his unac- 
countable follies, we refer our readers to Lampridius, who 
relates them at length with all their circumdances. 

Heliogabalus, before he left Syria, commanded fevcral 
perfons, both in the Ead, and at Rome, to be put to death 
From Syria the new emperor maisehed to Nicomedia in lii- 
thynia, where he pad'ed the winter, and exhibited many 
fredi iiidances of his cruel and inhuman temper, caufing, 
beGdes many others, one Gannys to be murdered, for ad- 
viflng him in a friendly* manner to abandon his former 
vices, and behave like a Roman emperor. Gannys was 
one of Mxfa’s domedics, but fo highly favoured by Helioga- 
balus, on account of his flWelity, and the zeal he had Ihewn 
in his caufe, that;he defigneJ to marry his mother to him, 
and declare him C^far. However, his prefuming to Gnd 
fault with his vices provoked the emperor to fuch a degree, 
that he ordered Gannys to be executed upon the fpot, and 
gave him with his own hand the Grdblow 

In the beginning of the following year, Heliogabalus en- 
tered upon his Grit confuldiip, having for his colleague one 
Sacerdos, of whom wc Gnd no farther mention iii hidory. 
Early in the fpriiig the emperor fet out for Rome, where 
he was received both by the people and fenate with great 
demondrations of jc\y, though no one doubted but he 
would prove a fecond Nero or Caligula. Next day he went 
to the fenate, and taking with h?hi his grandmothy placed 
hernexttothe confuls, ordered her name to be enrol cd 
among thofc of the other fenators, and appointed that ihe 
fliould vote as the red, and be confulted in all matters of 
importance. For his mother Soemis he indituted a fenate. 
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confining only of women, and declared her their head or 
prefident. fThcir consultations, debates, and decrees, turn- 
ed upon the drefs and apparel of the A.oman matrons, their 
ranks and dignities, their vifits, ceremonies, and other im- 
Yr. of Fi. portant matters of the like nature *. The emperor himfelf 
^67- was not employed in affairs of greater moment, being 
UC *6*' “P eftablilhing the worlhip of his favou- 

' ^ rite deity. He eredted a magnificent temple, worfhipped 
EftabliJbtj ceremonies ne*er before praAifed at Rome, prc- 

the wor- ferred him even to Jupiter, and to all the other gods of 
the Romans, who, he faid, were hue the ^fervants of his 
god 1 and declared, that he would fufFer no other divinitj 

^ to be adored at Rome, or elfewhere, but Eleagabalus. With 

this view he prophaned all other temples, llripped them of 
their ornaments, and attempted to convey into the temple 
of his own god the perpetual fire of Vefta, the ftatue of 
Cybcle, the bucklers of Mars, the palladium brought from 
Troy, as was fuppofed, by i£neas, and whatever clfe was 
regarded by the Romans as moft facred. From Carthage 
he ordered the goddefs Ceeleftis to be brought to Home, 
and with her all the rich ornaments belonging to her tem- 
ple, married her to Eleagabalus, and caufed the nuptials 
of the two deities to be celebrated with great pomp aad fo« 
lcmnity'(L). c ^ ^ 

In the following year Heliopbilut entered upon his fs- 
cond confulfliip, having for his colleague Eutychianus, an 
imperial Freedman, and a celebrated bufibon, whence he 
was furnumed Comazon, which, in the jjreek tongue fig- 

* Hcliog. Vit. p. iDi, 105, ie6, c Hsrad. lib. v. p, c6S. 

Dio, lib, Ixxix. p 911. 

(L) Did CalTius tells us, that panned by the minUlers of his 
in honour of his god, he ah- cruelly, difperfed all over Italy 
fiained from hi^-llclh, and for thatpurpofe (2], DioCai- 
caufcd himfelf to be circumcif- lius obferves, that he caufed 
ed(iy; and Herodian fayv, he feveral iliuftrious peifons to be 
erected Btiixber nngnifimt mhumanly murdered this year | 
temple for him in the eountry, and, among the reft, Seiui Ca- 
whith^ he tnnvcyed him every rua, Valenanui Petua, Siliua 
year in the beginning of the MeiEila, and Pomponiiu Baflus, 
liimnier/ The fame author all fenators of great diftindtion, 
adds, that befides many other for no other crime than hav- 
vidtims, he lacrificed children ing fiiewn an averfion to hia 
to him, moftly fprung from no- conduft (jJ. 
bit families, and privately tre- 


r«) Dio in Excerpt. Vxl. p. 76*. (1) Herod. Jib, y. p. j6J, 

Hcliog. ViL p, 103. (3) DiOp p. go«, 909. 
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nifi^S Wgi'ijh or gay. He had greatly contributed to the 
rife of Heliogabalus } for, at his inAigatioii, athe troops 
near Emcfa bad declared for him \ on which account the 
emperor immediatety appointed him captain of the guards, 
and conferred upon him the confular ornaments. This 
year he honoured him with the confular dignity; and 
Vrhdn his confuUhip expired, appointed him governor of 
Rome ^ Next year, when Gratus Sabinianus and Seleucus 
were confuls, Msefa* forefeeing that the Romans could not 
long endure fuch a prince as Heliogabalus, prevailed upon 
him to adopt his coufin Alexianus, and declare him Cxfar, 
though at that time only twelve, or, at moft, thirteen ^ears 
old. The ceremony was performed with extraordinary 
pomp, and the young prince took the names of Alexander 
and Severus ; the former froni the king of Maccdon, and 
the latter from the emperor, his fuppofed grandfather 
Heliogabalus treated him at firft in a very friendly and 
kind manner, hoping to draw him over to his lewd courfes j 
but finding that the excellent youth could not be indeed 
to follow his example, and that hje was more beloved both 
by the people and foldiery than himfelf, he began to repent 
his having adopted him, and gave private orders to thofe 
who were trufted with the care of his education, to mf- 
patch him. But all tffeir %ttempts being rendered abortive, 
bv the care and circumfpeftion of Mamsa, mother to the 
Toung prince, and of his grandmother Msfa, who be trayed 
all the emperor's fecrcts, ^Heliogabalus, tranfported with 
rage, ordered the fenate to degrade Alexianus from the 
dignity of C*far, and annul the late adoption. At the feme 
time he difpatched affaflins to murder him; and, retinng 
to an old irtlace on Mount Efquilin, waited till newsihould 
be brought him of his death. But in the mean time, the 
pnetorian guards, apprifed of the danger that threatened 
5ie young prince, flew to the palace, and would have put 
the emperor himfelf to death, had he not gained them by 
prodigious promifes, abandoned to their rage all h.s-de- 
Eauched companions, and fuch as were deemed enemies to 
Alexander ; and folcranly declared, that he jefigned for 
the future to lead a different life, and to redrefs all the 
geievances of which, he faid, Atj had but too m^ch fta- 

'°y«“r'St”l=r.d .po„ hi. a.i,d »d 

tendiS to be reconciled to Alexander, chofe him for his 
colleague', but being destermined, at all events, notwi 
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Handing his late proteftationsj to rid himfclf of fo troubIif« 
fome a rival, in the firft placci he ordered all the fenators to 
quit the city, left they fliould fruftrate his deGgns \ and 
then, cauGng Alexander to be Ihut up in the palace, gave 
out, that he was fuddenly taken ill, and almoft pad re- 
covery. This report he circulated in order to difeover the 
difpoGtion of the foldiery; who no fooner heard it, than 
they Hew to^rms, and demanded to fee Alexander. The 
young prince was accordingly brought to them, and by the 
emperor himfelf conducted to the camp, where he was re- 
ceived with the greateft demonftrations of joy, while no 
one took the leaft notice of Heliogabalus \ a circumftance 
which provoked the tyrant to fuch a degree, that he order- 
ed thofe who had applauded Alexander to be puniQied as 
traitors. But the reft, refeuing them out of the hands of 
the executioners, crouded about the emperor, uttering 
dreadful menaces \ which fo terriGed him, that he attempt- 
ed to fave himfelf by flight, thofe who attended him to 
the camp endeavouring to difperfe the multitude. A quarrel 
enfued between the partifaiisof the two princes, in which 
thofe who favoured Heliogabalus were foon defeated, and 
cut in pieces, with Hierocles, that prince’s chief favourite^ 
the captains of the guards, and all the minifters who at- 
tended him. The emperor himfclf Withdrew, during the 
coiiteft, into the molt filthy place of the camp, and confe- 
quently the molt worthy of him, where he was foon dif- 
covered, and murdered by the Enraged foldiery, together 
with his mother Soemis, who had retiree]^ thither with him, 
and held him the whole time in her arms. Both their heads 
were ftruck ofF^ and after their bodies were ignominioufly 
dragged through the city, and moll outrageoufly infulted 
by the populace^ that of Heliogabalus was, with a great 
weight fattened to it, thrown from the .^milian bridge 
into the Tiber ^ Such was the deferved end of Helioga- 
balus, the molt wicked and molt debauched of all the Ro- 
ma flp emperors, in the eighteenth year of his age, after he 
had reigned three years, nine monthsi and four days# 
The fenatc caufedthe name of Antoninus, which he had 
afliimed and difgraced with his lewd life, to be erafed from 
the pubjjiic regifters, and all inferiptions ; and pafled a decree, 
excluding for ever women from the fenate, and loading 
with cuifes fuch as Ihould for the future attempt to tran& 
grefs this law. 

Upon the death of Heliogabalus, his couGn Alexander, 
then in the fourteenth year of his age, was proclaimed em- 

^ Herod, p. Hcliog. Vlt. p. 106, 

peror 
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peror by the foldiery, and conduced from the camp to the 
fenate, where he was received with all poHiblt* demonftra- 
tions of joy, and honoured with the titles of Auguftus, of 
Father of his Country, and all the other marks of diltinc- 
tion peculiar to the imperial dignity. At the fame time 
they offered him the name of Antoninus, and the furname 
of Great; but he' modeftly declined them both. He was Misbirth 
the Ton of Julia Mamaea, or Mammsea, and of Genefius and tducm 
Marcianus, a Syrian. He was a native of the city of Acra 
in Phoenicia, and born, according to Lampridius S in a 
temple confecraied to Alexander the Great ; whence, upon 
bis being adopted by Hcliogabalus, he took the name of 
Alexander. His former name was Baffiaiius, according to 
Dio Caflius ; but, if we follow Herodian, Alexianus, his 
grandfather’s naiilc. His father dying when he was very Mismutfur 
young, his mother brought him up with great care, cm- Julia Ma~ 
ploying only fuch perfons to inftruft him as were equally maa. 
renowned for their probity and learning. He applied hirn- 
felf from his infancy to the ftudy of the Greek and Latin 
tongues, and was as well verfed ia the former as any man 
of his age ; but his improvement in the latter was not fo 
great, as appeared from his fpeeches to the fenate, to the 
foldiery, and to the people* ; neither did he admire the La- 
tin eloquence fo much as the Greek. He was well Ikilled in 
all the other branches of polite learning, and had made great 
progrefs in the arts of pain^ting, finging, anil playing upon 
inftruments. From his infancy he gave innumerable in- 
ftances of a moll, mild, humane, and generous temper; 

Ihcwed an utter averfion to bloodftied, and all manner ot 
cruelty ; and made it his chief ftudy to pleafc and oblige^ 
not only his parents and relations, but even his domeftics. 

As he paid an entire deference to his- mother Mamaea, 
and grandmother M^cfa, both women of great 
and Extraordinary parts, at their def.re he chofe, as foon 
as he was raifed to the empire, "j! 

council, all men of known integrity, and long 
in public affairs. The refpefl he paid to h.s inother 
fo great, that Herodian reckons it among his faults , fw 
thoSgh he was himfelf a man ?? 

fuch Wnm». p& to 
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Mother of her Country, of the Armies, and of the Senate, 
which had ,.been formerly conferred on Julia, the wife of 
Alexander Severus As Mamsea profefled, in all likelihood, the 
Chriltian religion, ho wonder that Alexander ftiewed great 
c rtptam. j^j^igcnce to the Chriftians, and would not fuffer them to 
be profecuted on account of their religious tenets. He 
Teems to have been well acquainted with the morals of the 
Chriltian religion ; for he had conilantly in his mouth that 
golden rule, Do as yo^ would be done by caufed it to 
be fet up over the gates of his palace, and on fevcral public 
edifices ; and obfer^red it himfelf, if the writers of his life 
may be credited, with the greateft exaftnefs i*. During the 
firlt year of his reign, he was wholly engaged in reforming 
the many enormous abufes which had prevailed in the court 
under his predecefTor. With this view he banifhed all the 
freedmen, flaves« eunuchs, players, and buffoons, who had 
borne any authority in the late reign ; and chofe in their 
room perfons of blamelefs charafters and known integrity. 
Difeharges Having by thefe means reformed the court, he made a 
the mint- llri£i enquiry into the qianners and condu£^ of the public 

Jiersofthe officers, efpecially of the governors of provinces; and dif- 
latymptf molt of thofe who had been employed by Helio- 

gabalus. Such as had opprelTed the people committed to 
their care, were banifhed ; andtthe^ reft reduced to their 
former condition, as perfons altogether unfit for any public 
office. Next year, when L. Marius Maximus and L. Rof- 
cius ^lianus were confulsi the t^imperor’s nuptials were ce- 
lebrated with extraordinary pomp and magnificence. He 
married Sulpitia Memmiaj the daughter of Sulpitius, a 
confular, and grand-daughter of Catulus. As the whole 
empire enjoyed at this time a profound peace, nothing re- 
markable happened either at Rome, or in the provinces, in 
the two following years ; in the firft of which Julianus and 
Crifpinus were confuls, and, in the fecond, Fufeus and 
Yr. of FI. Dexter. But in the fourth year of Alexander’s reign, Ar- 
^574- taxf^xes, having utterly ruined the Parthian, and re-efta- 
^ D. zz6, bliffied the Perfian empire, advanced at the head of a pow- 
' erful army againfl Jfhe Romans, with a defign to recover 
The Per^ Mefopotamia, and the other provinces which had. formerly 
fian empire belonged to the Perfians. His approach occafioned great 
re~efta~ conflelnation in Syria ; and many of the Romans quartered 
klijbed, Mefopotamia, abandoning the caflles which they gar- 

rifoned, lilted in his army ; fo that he might with great 
eafe have over-run not only Mefopotamia, but likewife Sy- 
ria, had he not attacked the city of Atra, before which 

p Alex, Vit. p. iix. 
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place he loft fuch numbers of his men, without being able 
to reduce it, that, dropping for the prefent his expedition 
againd the Romans, he was forced to march back into his 
own country, after having ravaged great part of Media, and 
made fome unfuccefsful attempts upon Armenia 

The fixth year of Alexander's reign, during the conful- T/te death 
fliip of Modeftus and Probus, was remarkable for the death 9/ Ulpian, 
of the celebrated civilian Domitius Ulpianus, who, being 
appointed captain of the praetorian guards, and endeavour- 
ing to eftablifli the ancient difeipline, provoked their hatred 
to fuch a degree, that, after having in vain folicited Alex- 
ander to remove him, they at length murdered him in the 
emperor’s prefence. The chief authors of his death were 
puniftied with the utmoft feverity, and the moft faflious 
among the guards ignominloufly difeharged. In the room 
of Ulpian, the emperor preferred Decimus, and Julius 
Paulus, a native of Padua, who had been bvinidied by He- 
liogabalusj and was perhaps as well Ikilled in the laws as 
Ulpian'. 

During this year feveral tumults«happened at Rome, and The foldierr 
in the provinces. The troops quartered in Mefopotamia in 

revolted, murdered their general Flavius Heracleo, and de- 
ferted in great numbers to the Perfians. The troo])s in Sy- 
ria proclaimed Taurift us Emperor, who, as they had con- 
ferred that honour upon him againft his will, made his ef- 
cape ; and being purfued by the mutinous foldiery, threw 
himfelf into the Euphrates, and was drowned Zofiinus 
and Synccllus fpeak of Uranus, who, having ufurped the 
empire at Edefla in Ofrhoene, was defeated by the troops 
that remained faithful to Alexander. At Rome, the pric- 
torian guards attempted to raife Antoninus to the empire ; 
but he declining that diftinClion, withdrew into the coun- 
try, and never afterwards appeared in the city But Ovi- 0<vimtti 
nius Camillus, a fenator, fprung from one of the moft iiluf- CamUlujf 
trious families ih Rome, ftudying to gain the affeflions of 
the foldiery, in order to raife himfelf, by their meansf to hoio treat- 
the empiie, Alexander was no fooner informed of his pri- ed In AUxm 
vate pradlices, than he^ent for him to court, and thanked anwm 
him for offering to take upon himfelf fo great a burden, 
ftyled him his colleague, took him with him to the ^enate, 
allotted him an apartment in the palace, caufed him to be 
attired in a far more pompous habit than his own, and 
treated him in every refpeA as his partner in the empire. 

lib. 

91I. 


q Dio, lib. Ixxx. p. 9>*i * Excerpt. Vil. ^ 7 * 9 - Herod, 
vi p 176. r Vit. Alex. p> laz. ■ DiO, lib. U^. p- 9 * 7 # 
‘ Syncell. p. 3J7i Zof. p. 639. 
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As a war broke out at this time, which required the em- 
pc Tor’s prefence, Alexander offered the command of the 
arm)' to Camilius ; but he declining it, the emperor hoped 
he would at leaft (hare with him the fatigues and glory of 
that expedition. Accordingly they both departed from 
Rome on foot ; but Camilius, who was not inured to a mi- 
litary life, being tired after 6ve miles march, Alexander fo- 
licited him to purfue his journey on horfeback ; which he 
did for two days, when the emperor, perceiving he could 
no longer bear even that fatigue, ordered a chariot to be 
provided for him ; which proved fo grestt a mortification to 
Camilius, that he intreated leave to reCgn the empire, and 
return home ; a requcft which Alexander readily granted, 
affuring him, before they parted, that he might live in 
fafety where he pleafed. CAnillus retired to his country- 
feat, and there lived unmolefled during the reign of Alex- 
ander but was cut off by fome of his fucceffors, for what 
crime we are no-where informed The expedition which 
Alexander is faid to have undertaken, was probably againft 
the Germans ; for it appears, from fome ancient infcrip- 
tions, that great advantages were gained over them this 
year, the feventh of the emperor’s reign ; and Lampridius 
tells us, that the Germans were overcome by Varius Ma- 
ciinus, governor of Illyricum. TheVame year FuriusCel- 
fus fignalized himfelf in Mauritania Tingitana, and Junius 
Falmatus in Armenia, and were both rewarded with the 
confular ornaments. ^ 

In the following year Alexander entered upon his third 
confulfhip, having Dio Caflius, the fecond time conful, for 
his colleague. Dio was, in the beginning of this reign, 
in Afia ; whence he paffed into Bithynia, his native coun- 
try, with a defi^n to remain fome time there with his 
friends and relations ; but he was Toon fent into Africa, to 
govern that province, with the charafler of proconful. 
Upon his return to Rome, he was appointed governor of 
lllyHcum, and thence removed into Upper Fannonia, 
where he revived the ancient military difcipline among the 
troops, puiiifhing the leait negle£b of duty with the utmolt 
Dio CaJTiu: feverity ; infomuch that the praetorian guards, who dreaded 
hated fy rigour, upon a report*that he was recalled to command 

them, no fooner faw him appear in Rome, than they be- 
ofhisfi- g®*' to mutiny, and prefs the emperor to put him to death. 

vrr/{^. But Alexander, without hearkening to their unjuft de- 

mand, heaped many honours upon him, often appeared 
with him in public, and took him for his colleague in the 


■ Vita Alvx. p. i|o, 131, frc. 
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confttUKip : however, apprchenGvc that the foldiers might 
ofFer him fome inTult, if he appeared in RtAne with the 
enGgn« of the confular dignity, he advifed him to retire 
from the city, and pafs the time of his confulftiip in the 
country. Sron after he obtained leave to viGt his own 
Gountryi where .he fpent the remaining part of his life in 
quiet and retirement This year Alexander, who did not 
fparc his greateft friends, when manifcftly conviftcd of 
abuGnjg the confidence he repofcd in them, caufed Vctro- 
nius Taurinus, one of his chief favourites, to be de- 
prived of life for a crime of that nature (M). L. Vi- 

rius 


V Dio, lib. Ixxx. p. 918. 

(M) The emperor had a par-* The eimpcror, who was a man 
ticular efteem and kindnefs for of gr^t pcnetraiioo, at 


Turinui, and often confultcd 
him in private, as he was a man 
of extraordinary abilities, about 
affairs of the greateft import- 
ance. This honour and defe- 
rence, which the emptfror fcem- 
ed to pay to him, the crafty 
courtier rcfolvcd to tun& tc^his 
own advantage ; and according- 
ly ipve out, that Alexander 
tran^dled nothing without ^is 
advice ; that he had gainra an 
abfolute authority .over him ; 
and that it was in his power to 
raife whom he pleafcd to the 
firft employments in the empire. 
By thefc means he accumulated 
immenfc wealth in a ihort time ; 
all who wanted any favour or 
preferment, recurring to Turi- 
nus, whofe intercll was not to 
be gained without rich prefents. 
He often did not fo much as 
mention to the empcRor the 
perfons whom he pretended 10 
recommend ; but neverthelcfs, 
when they happened to obtain, 
by means of others, what they 
demanded, he affumed the 
whole merit of it to himlclt, 
and exadled a proportionable ac- 
knowlegemenr, which in ihofe 
days was called felling fraoke- 


fufpefted his favourite of fuch 
pra£tice8 ; and therefore a jxr- 
fon, in whom he could confide, 
foli^iting him one day for a fa- 
vour, he told him he would 
grant him his requeft, provided 
he privately addrefled "1 urinus 
for his recommendation. Tu- 
rinus, glad of this opportunity, 
promifed to employ all his in- 
tereft in his behalx ; and foon 
after told him, that he had al- 
ready recommended him to the 
emperor, who he was fuiewould 
grant him the defired favour the 
very firft time he had an oppor- 
tunity of urging his fuit again, 
which he hoped would be very 
foon. He added, that he de- 
ferved to be rewarded for his 
trouble ; and the petitioner re- 
ferring that to his dilcretiflh, he 
not only exafted a large fum 
forwhaiphe pretended to have 
done, but obliged him to pro- 
mffe, in the prefence of wit- 
nefles, a far more confidcrablc 
one, to be paid as fo^ as he 
obtaineif his requeft- 
peror, who was informed ot the 
whole, immediately granted the 
favour ; which Turinus no 
fooner knew, than he c.bli,rf 
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The Roman Hijidry. 

rius AgrlcoUj and Sex. Catius Clementinijis being confulsj 
tht empero^retired into Campania, and there pafled this and 
the following year, when Fompeianus and Felignianus 
were confuls *. 

The next confuls were Lupus and Maximus; during 
whofe adminiftration'Artaxerxes, the reftorer of the Pcr- 
fian monarchy, having reduced all the neighbouring coun- 
tries, unexpefledly invaded the Roman dominions at the 
head of a numerous arnr^, ravaged Mefopotamia, and. ad- 
vanced to the very confines of Syria. In confecjuence of 
this invafion Alexander, following the advice of his council, 
difpatched ambafTadors with a letter to that conqueror, ex- 
horting him not to engage the two empires in a long and 
dangerous war, without provocation, and reminding him 
of the vidories gained over tlTe eaftern nations by Auguftus, 
Trajan, L. Verus, and Severus. But Artaxerxes, elated by 
his late fuccefles, defpifed the remonflrances of Alexander, 
and purfued his ravages in Mefopotamia, laid liege to Ni- 
(ibis, and entering Cappadocia, deflroyed all with fire and 
fword. The emperor, ifherefore, refolvcd to march againfl 
them in perfon ; and accordingly, to the great grief both 
of the fenate and peoplci left Rome in the fpriiig of this 
year 232, the eleventh of his rc^igi^ bending his march 
through Illyricum, where he was joined by the troops quar- 
tered in that province ; he arrived at Antioch about the be- 
ginning of the autumn ; whence he fent a fecond embalTy 
to Artaxerxes, hoping that his prefence would add fome 
weight to the rea^ns he had formerly alleged. But the 
haughty Ferfian, deriding the peaceable temper of the Ro- 

> Norris, Epift. Conful. p. 146, Birag. p. 313. 

hiB client, though he had never ant} often from both parties ; 
once mentioned his name to the which fo enraged the emperor, 
emperor, to perform his engage- that he accufed him to the fe- 
menC, and pay the promifed nate, who fenrenced him to 
fum, pretending, that by his death ; and the fentence was put 
means alone he had obtained in execution in the following 
what he^delired. Hereupon manner: the criminal was, by 
Alexander caufed a diligent £n- thC emperor’s orders, tied to a 
quiry to' be made into his ror> gibbet, and fuffbented with the 
mer cnndufl, when it appeared fmoke of green wood and wet 
that he had received large Turns, Hubble, kindled round him, the 
nut only from thofe who had public crier in the mean time 
obtained any preferment, but proclaiming " He who fold 
from fuch too as had law-fuits, fmoke dies with fmoke ( 1 ).*’ 

(1} Alex. Vit. p. 124, 115. 
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man emperor, chofc four hundred of the talleft men in his 
army, and fent them, well mounted, and richJjr apparelled Haughty 
and armed, to acc^ualnt the Romans and their emperor, that tmba£y of 
the great monarch Artaxcixes ordered them Ao rcujc \n\^ iiiePer/.ai 
mediately from Syria and Afia, and a\\ the countries he- 
tween the Euphrates and the ^g?ean Sea, which had ior- 
merly belonged to the Perfians. Alexander heard tiitir 
meflage with great temper, and then caufed the ambaf- 
fadors to be flript of their rich armour and apparel, and 
fent under a guard into Phrygia, where he allotted them 
houfes and lands to cultivate 

He now began to prepare vigoroufly for war, ordered Alexander 
the legions, quartered in the different provinces of the Eafl, 
to join him with all poflible expedition, caufed a great 
number of warlike engines tef be conftruQed, and dilpatch- 
cd officers into all parts to raife frefli levies. In imitation 
of Alexander the Great, for whofe memory be had a 
particular veneration, he armed fome companies of fool 
with fhields covered with gold and filver, and formed 
fix legions into a body of thirty thoufand men, which 
he called his phalanx. Thcfe diltinguiQied themfelves, 
during the war, in a very extraordinary manner, and 
were, when it was ended, rewarded for their fervices 
with double pay*(N). • 


y Herod, lib. vi. p. ^79* 

(N) Lam pridius tells us, that 
the emperor being informed, 
foon after his arrival at An- 
tioch, that fome of his foldiers 
were gone to Daphne, and 
there bathed with the lewd 
women of that diflblute place, 
he immediately ordered them 
to be arrefted and laid in irons. 
Hereupon the whole legion, to 
which they belonged, begin- 
ning to mutiny, Alexander, 
without betraying the leaft fear, 
told them, that as thc_ ancient 
difcipline was the principal, and 
indeed only fupport of the em- 
pire, he was refolved to main- 
tain it at all events, and punifh 
with the utmoft feverity, even 
with dearh, thofe diforders and 
debaucheries which had been 
allowed in the late reign- At 


* Alex. Vit. p. 13 T. 

thefe words the whole legion 
began to utter iheirragc in hor- 
rible outcries ; but Alexander, 
exclaimed with an air of autho- 
ritv, “ Silence ! I command 
filence ! Keep thefe clamours to 
terrify the Perfians, the Sar- 
niatians, and the Germans : 
you have learned of thole who 
taught you the art of wA, that 
you are to frighten the enemy 
with tlwt favage noifc, and not 
your emperor, who, at the ex- 
pcnce of his people, maintains, 
clothes, and pays yhu : for- 
bear, therefore, thefe unfea- 
fonable^ clamours, which arc 
only fit for battle, lelU difband 

you all, or inflift upon you a 

morefeverepunifliment.*' 

upon the uproar increafing, and 

fome of ihe boldcft even me- 
c . nacing 
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mrchis At length Alexander took the field at the head of a nu. 
a^ainfi thi merous arm^j obferving in ail his marches and motions 
fuch order and difcipline, that his camp feemed a well- 
ihemlUary Ro^crned citv, his foldiers citizens, and his officers fo many 
difcipline, fenators •- He feverely punifhed fuch as offered the leaft in- 
andofthf jury to any of the inhabitants of the countries through 
foldtriy, which he marched. But notwithfianding his great feverity, 
no emperor was ever more beloved both by the officers and 
foldiers, as no prince ever rewarded them with more gene- 
rofity when they complied with their duty, took more care 
of them when fick or wounded, or fupplied them on alloc- 
cafions more plentifully with provifions. He kept con- 
ftantly in his cabinet certain regifters, in which were mark- 
ed the names of all the officers and foldiers, the provinces 
where they were quartered, the time of their fervice, the 
dates of their commifiions, the names of the perfons at 
whofe recommendation they had been preferred, their ex- 
ploits, if they had performed any, their good and evil qua- 
lities. Thefc regifters he frequently perufed, and by thefc 
means became acquainted with moft of the officers and fol- 
diers of his different armies, often mentioned their names, 
and preferred only perfons of merit. When they were 
lick he vilited them in their tents, even the common fol- 
diers, fupplied them with carriages/and fuffered them to 


Vit. Alea. p. 130. 


Racing him with their fwords; 

Reierve your menaces (fald 
he) for the enemy ; them you 
jD^y frighten, but not me, who 
defpife your impotent rage : 
ftiould you murder me, the re- 
public will uot be at a lofs to 
find a fucceffor, who will pu- 
nifti you according to your de- 
fcrts.'f. As the mutiny ftill con- 
tinued, be cried out with a loud 
voice, “ I difband you ^ 1 ; ci- 
tizeuB, lay down your arms, 
and difperfe.” With th^e 
words the whole legion was 
thunderftruck ; they obeyed, 
quitted their arms,' laid down 
Ipvcn their military garment^, 
and retired in filence, while the 
emperor’s guards took Up ttteir 


fiandards, and carried them, to- 
gether with'^the arms of the dif- 
banded legion, to the camp. 
However, before the emperor 
marched againft the Perhans he 
refiored them, upon the in- 
terceffion of feveral perfons of 
diftinftion, to their former rank, 
after having punifhed with 
death their tribunes, for hav- 
ing fuffered the foldiers under 
their cpmmand to tranfgrefs 
with impunity the military 
laws, and for neglecting . to 
fupprels the tumult This le- 
gion fignalized themfelves above 
the relE; in th)B Periian war, and 
fhewed more concern for the 
death of Alexander than any 
other (1). 


(1) Vit. Alex. p. 133, & feq. 
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want nothing that could relieve or comfort them in their 
ficknefs. If they were not in a condition to f)urfue their 
march, he recommended them to the care of perfons of known 
integrity and humanity, whom he rewarded with great ge- 
nerohty for their trouble, whether the foldiers died or reco- 
vered. He was always ready to lilten to the complaints 
of the meancft in the army againft their tribunes and other 
officers, puniffiin^ them, when guilty, according to the 
quality of their crime, without any favour or diliindion. 

He frequently diflributed iarge fums among them, afcribing 
chiefly to their poverty the ciiforders they committed. They 
were all fo well clothed and armed, fays Lampridius, and 
the cavalry fo well mounted, that nothing gave a more true 
idea of the grandeur of the Roman empire, than the arony 
of Alexander Severus. In his*marches he caufed provifions 
to be prepared at the feveral places where the army was to 
encamp ; whereas, before his time, each foldier ufed to 
carry with him fubliflcnce for feventeen days. In the ene- 
mies country, where he could not ufe that precaution, he 
ordered the neceflary provifions 00 be carried on horfes, 
mules, and camels ; a precaution which gained him the 
affedions of the foldiery, and at the fame time rendered 
his marches fo quick and expeditious, that he is faid in 
nioft of his wars to hSve Turprifed the enemy. In his garb 
and drefs he little varied from the common foldiers, and 
his diet was the fame with their's. He conftantly dined 
and fupped in public, with his tent open, and in the fight 
of the whole arnyy ; and vifited, before he withdrew to 
repofe, each quarter in the camp. Thus, partly bv a fea- He is hath 
fonable feverity, partly by his affable and condelcending ftaredand 
behaviour, he re-cftablifhcd the ancient difeipline among 
the troops, which had been entirely negleftcd in the reign 
of Heliogabalus j and gained, by his firmnefs and intrepi- 
dity, fuch an authority over them, as to difband whole le- 
gions ; which no emperor had attempted fiiicc the time of 


Julius Csfar •*. , , 

With an army thus difeiplined, the emperor marched 
early in the fpring of this year 233, againft Anaxerxes. who, 
elated with his former fuccclTes, would agree to no terms, 
however reafonablci but advanedW towards the frootiers of 
the Roman dominions at the head of an army confining of 
an innumerable multitude of foot, and one ^^undred and 
thirty thoufaml horfc, with eighteen hundred charts 
armed with feythes, and feven hundred elephants bearmB 
towers on their backs, filled with archers, aher the Ferliaii 


b Vit. Alex. p. > 3 ®* 
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Thifuctefs manner^: Alexander, having divided his army into three 
tf hi] €x~ bodies, ordered one to enter Media, another to march into 
fgditioH the country of the Parthians, and condufted himfelf the 
Fsrf^m which confifted of the flower of the army, at an 

equal diftance from the other two. I'hefe three diviflons 
having joined at an appointed place, proceeded together, 
until they were met by Artaxerxes, who gave the Romans 
battle without delay. The Perflaiis were defeated ; and 
on this occaflon Alexander performed all the otlices of 
an excellent general and intrepid fpldier ^ (O). 

After this viftory, Alexander returned to Antioch, de- 
figniiig to purfue the war with frefti vigour the following 

e Alex. Vit p. 133, 


(O) The numerous army of 
Artaxerxes was totally routed, 
and that conqueror obliged, not- 
wirhltanding his former vi^ories 
and conquefls, to fave himfelf 
by a precipitate flight. (The 
particulars of this engagement 
we may learn from Alexander 
himfelf^, who, on his return to 
Rome, the feiiate an ac- 
count of this memorable expe- 
dition in the following fpeech : 

Confeript fathers, we have 
overcome rhe Perfians, and 
there is no need of great elo- 
quence to acquaint you with the 
particulars or the vii^ory. The 
enemy came with feven hun- 
dred elephants, the greatefl 
number ever feen together in 
the field. Thefe carried towers 
upon their backs, filled with 
archers and arrows. Three 
hundred of the elephants we 
took, two hundred we killed 
upon the fpot, and eighteen we 
have brought hither. They had 
eighteen hundred chariots armed 
with fc/thes, of which we took 
two hundred. We have cut in 
pieces an army of one hundred 
and twenty thoufand horfc, and 
ten thoufand men armed cap i- 
pec, with whofe fpoils we have 


enriched our troops. We took 
a great number of prifoners, 
whom we have fold. The coun- 
try of Mefopotamia, lying be- 
tween the Tigris and the Eu- 
phrates, which my predeceiTor 
Heliogabalus had neglefled, we 
have reconquered, and brought 
again under fubje£tion. Wc 
h£^e p'lt the mofl potent king 
Artaxerxes, as he is fly led, to 
flight; the country of Perfia 
beheld him flying for the flrft 
time. In the phee where the 
Romans formerly lofl their 
enligns and flandards, the Per- 
flans have now loft their’s You 
fee, confeript fathers, what the 
legions have atchieved ; the 
fuhjeft needs no eloquence to 
adorn it ; the army is re- 
turned rich, and loaded with 
booty. It is incumbent upon 
you to appoint public thankf- 
givings for fo fignal a viiflory, 
that w.^ may not feem ungrate- 
ful to the g^s, who havebleflfed 
our arms with fuchfuccefs (i)>” 
This fpeech, Lampridius af- 
fures us, he copied from the 
journals of the fenate, and 
found it, word for word, in the 
works of many h'lflorians. 


(7) Vit Alex, p, 130, 131. 
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year ; but, in the mean time, being informed, that the Ger- 
mans had invaded the Roman dominions, Aid that Ar- 
taxerxes had difbanded great part of his army for want of 
provifions, he refolved to quit the Eaft, and return to 
Rome, apprehending greater evils from the Germans than 
from the Perfians. Accordingly, having eredlcd feveral 
forts in Mefopotamia, and left numerous garrifons to de- 
fend them, he left Antioch in the fpring of the following 
year, when Maximus and UrbaniTs were confuls ■, and, ar- 
riving at Rome, was received by perfons of all ranks with 
the greateft demonftrations of joy. He entered the city in 
triumph, his chariot being drawn, not by four white horfes, 
as was ufual, but by four of the elephants which he had 
taken When the ceremony was over, he went to the fe- 
nate, where he made the fpeech wc have related above. 
Frontl the fenate he repaired to the Capitol, and confecrated 
fomc of the Perfian fpoils to Jupittyr Capitolinus. Then 
turning to the people, “ I have overcome the Perfians 
(faid he), and the army is returned loaded with booty. I 
promife you a largefs, and propofefto exhibit to-morrow the 
Circenfianfports.” From the Capitol be walked to the pa- 
lace, followed by his triumphal chariot, anil attended by 
the fenate, the equeijria^ order, and fuch crouds of peo- 
ple, all crying, “ Rome is fafe, while Alexander is fafe,’’ 
that with much difficulty he reached the palace in four 
hours. Next day he exh^ited the Circenfian fports, gave 
the promifed bounty, and, in honour of his mother, ettab- 
lifhed a fund fop the maintenance of the children of the 
poor citizens, who were thence called the children of 

Mamx'a. -n u 

In the mean time news being brought to Rome, that the 

Germans, and other northern nations, had pafled the 
Rhine and the Danube in great numbers, the 
the inexpreffible grief of the fenate and people, haltened 
with his vidlorious army into Gaul, to ftem this furious tor- 
rent. In the beginning of the following year, whenT)eve- 
rus and Quinaianus were confuls, Alexander advanced 
with his to the -banks of the RHine; but finding the 

enemy had repaffed that river lyjon his approach, he or- 
dered a bridge to be built over it, with a defign t# attack 
them in their own country, as foon as ‘be feafoi. would al- 
low him to take the field Herodian, who paints Alexan- 
dcr as a weak and timorous prince, tells us, ^ 

ambaffadors to the Germans with propofals P”"' 
he even offered to purchafe at any price ; and adds, that. 


Yr. of FI. 
1581. 

A. D. 134. 
U. C. 98a. 

Alexandtr 
returns to 
Ramet and 
ttiumphs^ 


He ieavff 
Rome, to 
march a- 
gainji tho 
Germans 3 


*w/io re- 
fire at htj 
approach. 


* Alex. Vit. p. 135 . Fell- P' 553- 
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during the time of this (hameful negotiation^ he diverted 
himrelf^hh driving chariots^ and other unprincely exer- 
cifes j a condudl which provoked the foldiersi and occa- 
iloned his ruin ^ But Lampridius clears the emperor from 
thefe unmerited afperfions ; and afcribes the difcontent of 
the foldiery, that is, of the legions quartered in Gaul, to 
their licentioufnefs, and to the feverity of Alexander, which 
they could not endure, after having been, under Helioga- 
balus, long habituated t» idlenefs and all manner of de- 
bauchery. 

Among thefe troops was one Maximinus, a Goth, whom 
Alexander, in reward of his valour, had preferred to the 
command of a body of Fannonians ; but he, unmindful of 
his duty, and of the obligations he owed the emperor, in- 
ftead of attempting to appelfc the licentious and difcon- 
tented fofiliery, artfully lomcnted the tumult, and, by his 
feditious fpeeches, infpired the multitude with contempt 
for Alexander, as a fovereign who was governed by a wo- 
man, meaning Mamxa, and confequently unfit for carry- 
ing on the war with vigcXLir. The emperor was then either 
at Mentz or Sicilia, in the territory of Treves, between 
Boppart and Bingen. As Alexander had but a fmall body 
of troops with him, Maximinus refolved to feize that oppor- 
tunity, to difpatch him, not dcfobtfhg but the troops un- 
der his command, whom he had corrupted, would, upon 
the death of that prince, proclaim him emperor. He im- 
parted his defign to fome of tBe moll bold and refolute 
among the foldicrs, who, animated with, the hopes of great 
preferments, readily engaged to put his fcheme in execu- 
tion, and immediately fet out for the place where the em- 
peror refided, which they contrived to reach about an hour 
after mid-day, when the emperor’s attendants were with- 
drawn to refrelh themfelves, according to the Roman 
cuftom, with a fhort fleep after dinner. They no fooncr 
appeared, than the few foldiers upon guard fled with preci- 
pitation, having probably been privately feduced by Maxi- 
minus. Mamxa, alarmed at the unexpe£led noife and tu- 
mult, ran out, attended by the captains df the guards, to 
appeafe it ; but the aflaflins, having Aril murdered both 
her and^them, entered thd* emperor’s tent with their drawn 
fwords, who, as he was unarmed, and alone, threw his im- 
perial mantle over his face, and received, without uttering 
a Angle. word, the many blows with which they difpatched 
him, deriding him the whole time as a child unfit to be at 
the head of an army, and inveighing againS his mother, 

^ Herod, lib. vi. p. 585, 5B9. 
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whofc only care was to amafa riches R. Such was the tra- AUxanA.. 
gical and undcfcryed end of Alexander Scvenis, after he is ajfaji, 
had lived, according to the moll probable, opinion, twenty- 
fix years, five months, and nineteen days, and reigned thir- 
teen years and nine days. The lofs of no prince was ever 
more regretted by the fenate, the people, and the foldiery, 
than that of Alexander, who, by his wife adminiaration, 
had gained the affeflions of all his fubjefts. The fenate 
immediately decreed, both to hlm»and hi9*mother Mamxa, 
divine honours \ appointed them altars, priefts, and facri- 
fices ■, and inftituted, in honour of the deceafed emperor, an 
annual fcaft, which was celebrated on the firft of OQober, 
Alexander’s birth-day The foldiers were no fooner ap- 
prifed of his death, than they put to the fword all who had 
been acceffary to tbe crime, ^cept the chief author of it. 
Maximinus, who perfuading the foldiery that he had no 
concern in the murder, efcaped, for the prefent, the deferved 
punifhment. 

Alexander was, according to the tellimony of all the an- //// cka~ 
cients, Herodian alone excepted, ®ne of the bell and wifeft reSter. 
princes that ever fwayed a feeptre ; and, had he lived longer, 
would have entirely reformed thofe abufes which, after his 
death, involved the empire in dreadful calamities. He was 
fparing of the public Aoifty, liberal of his own, kind and 
generous to all good men ; but an irreconcilcable enemy to //// hatred 
the wicked, feverely punifliing fuch as were convidled of 
having plundered the provinces, and opprelTcd the people 
committed to they- care. Thefe he never fpared, though 
his friendsi favourites and kinfmen ; but fentenced them to 
death, and caufed them to be executed, notwithftanding 
their quality, or former fervices, like common malefaftors. 

maintained, that it was not a fufficient puniftment to 
deprive corrupt magillrates and governors of their places ; 
but that, as the trull repofed in them was great, they ought 
to pay for the breach of it with their lives. He banilhcd 
one of his fecretarics for giving to his council, in wiping, 
a falfc account of a tranfaftion ; and caufed the finews of 
his fingers to be cut, Oiat he might never write for the fu- 
ture. One of his Haves, convifted of having received a 
bribe, he caufed to be crucified oft the road which ^dfrom 
the city to the villa where he frequently refided, that, by 
the fight of the body, which was left on the crofs, lys other 
ilavcs might be deterred from the like 

pardoned any crime committed againft the public ; but fuf- 

% Via. Epit, ZbC lib. I. p. 6«- Herodian. Ub. ,i. p. S«7. 

» Alex. Vit. p. 1,6. * Alex. Vit. p. ii*. 
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fered no perfon to be condemned^ till his caufe was tbO" 
roughly heard, and his offence evidently proved. He re- 
trenched all the penfions which 'Heliogabalus had fettled on 
bis freedmen, buffbonsi ftage-players, charioteers, and gla- 
diators \ faying, that the emperor was but the fteward of 
the people, and therefore could not, without the utmoff 
injuffice, thus wantonly fquaiider away their revenues upon 
improper perfons. 

Hij <fe- He was the firfl: emperor who allowed the fcnators to (it 

Jgrenceto when they came to attend him. He appointed no gover- 
tht ftnati, nors or magiftrates, without confulting them; and never 
failed to prefer thofe they recommended. He admitted none 
into the fenate without the concurrence and approbation of 
all the members of that body, afking the opinion of each in 
particular, and examining, with great (Iriftnefs, into the 
manners and former condu£l of the perfon to be admitted. 
If, upon this enquiry, he was found unworthy, the fc- 
nators who had recommended him were themfelves de- 
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graded ; and fuch as had given tellimony of his probity, 
condemned, as in cafes of perjury, tolofe their ellates, and 
baniOied for ever. He never admitted either freedmen, or 
their children, to the equeffrian order, which he ufed to 
call “ the nurfery of the fenate.” He decreed, that the 
captains of the guards fhould linger be chofen from 
the cqueffrian, but only from the fenatorial order ; that no 
one fhould have the power of judging a fenator, but who 
was himfelf one ; for the captaids of the guards had been 
long the ordinary judges of the fenatorsin^cafes of treafon 
Thus, by degrees, the captains became the moft powerful 
officers in the^ltate, and their office more conGderable than 
even that of the confuls ; which, in the end, ruined the 


authority of the fenate. 

Jaspartial In the adminiffration of juftice Alexander never decided 
inthead- law-fuit, without advice of his council, which conlift- 

7ion^of%r learned civilians in Rome, whom he obliged 

^on oj juj- their opinions in writing, after having allowed them 

time to examine and weigh circumilances at their leifure, 
that they might not pconounce fentenq^e without due preme- 
I ditation. Thus were all matters of jullice determined by per- 
fons of known integrity, well flcilled in the laws. In mili- 
tary affairs he confulted only fuch perfons as had acquired 
experience by their long fervice, and were well acquainted 
with the fituation of places, or men v^rfed in hillory, en- 
quiring of them what had at any time been done on the 
like oceaOons by his predeceflbrs, or other great captains. 


k Alex. Vit. p. 120. 
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He is faid never to have given any public office, from fa- 
vour or friendftiip ; but to have employed fuchionly as were lyptrJoHs^ 
both by bimfelf and the fenate judged the belt qualified 
for the difeharge of the trull repofed in them. He pre- 
ferred one to the command of the guards, wiio had retired 
into the country on purpofe to avoid that office, faying, 
that with him the declining fuch eminent ilations was 
the belt recommendation. He would not fuffer any ho- 
nourable employments to be fokl, faying, he who buyK, 
mult fell in his turn ; and it would be uiijult to punilh 
the man for felling, after he has been fuffered to buy. 

In appointing governors of piovinces he obferved a com- 
mendable cultom, which was to publilli their names, and 
encourage all perfons to declare, either in public or private, 
whether they had any accui^tion to lay to their charge : 

Since Jews and Chrillians, (faid he on this occafion) 
ufe fuch commendable methods in the choice of their prielts, 
it is rcafonable we (hould proceed with the like care in the 


choice of redlors of provinces, who are entrufted with the 
lives and fortunes of fo many pelCons.*' As he punilhed, 
with the utmoft feverity, thole who betrayed their trull, fo 
he rewarded, with great generofity, fuch as had anfwered 
the good opinion he entertained of them, and either raifed 
them to employmenti^of^reatcr profit, or, if they chofc to 
retire, prefeiited them with houfes and lands, faying, that, 
fince corrupt governors enriched themfelves at the expcnce 
of the people, good goveftiors ought to be enriched at the 
expence of the prjncc'. 

He was an enemy to all pomp and fliew, and extremely Alexandtr 
modeft in his apparel, maintaining, that a prince ought to 
be dillinguilhed from the reft, not by his apparel, but by 
his bravery, and virtuous aftions. The rich prefents lent 
him by foreign princes he bellowed on the temples 9^^^ 
fold all the jewels, employing the money arifing from them 
to the relief of the poor citizens. The ambafladors of an 
callern prince having prefented the emprefs with two |!earls 
of an extraordinary fize, Alexander ordered them to be 
fold; but no one being found rich enough to purchafe the^m, 
he confecrated them as pendants to a llatue of Venus, that 
the emprefs might not, by her example, encourage luxury 
in others. He kept fuch a fmall number of flaves and freed- 
men, that, when he gave any public entertainment, he was 
obliged to ufe thofe of his friends, and a^o 
plati ; for he fold all the gold and molt of the fi>^-pUte 
belonging to the palace, to defray the ncceflary c g 


* Alex. Vit. p. 1 19, Sc* 
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Rid^is the government without burdening the people. He reduced 

tki taxis. the impofls with which Hcliogabalus had loaded both Rome 
and the provinces, to the thirtieth part ; and fufTcred fcve- 
ral cities to apply even that towards the repairing of their 
public buildings. He lent money without interefl to the 
poor, to purchafe houfes and lands, allowing them time to 
pay the capital with the produ£^ of their lands. He was 
fo far from filling the treafury at the expence of the people, 
that he could not bear thi; fight of thofe whofc province it 
was to levy rhe taxes y he ufed to call them neceifary evils, 
and never fuffered one to continue in his office a full year. 
He filled, at a vafl charge, the public granaries, which, upon 
his acceffion to the empire, he found almoll empty; diltri-. 
buted weekly great quantities of oil and corn among the 
poor citizens ; and allotted funds for the maintenance and 
education of their children He would not fuffer the mo- 
ney levied upon the public proilitutes and catamites to be 
returned into his private coffers, as other emperors had 
done-; but allotted it for the reparation of the theatre, the 
circus, and the amphitheatre. 

Hu public He built granaries in all parts of the city, for the ufe of 

works. thofe who had none of their own. Of thefe public and 
common granaries frequent mention is made by the anci- 
ents. He caufed baths to be tikc^ife erefled in each 
quarter of the city ; and, at his own expence, fumifhed 
them with wood, and oil for ^the lamps in the night; 
whereas before his time they were never cmened till the 
riling, and were fhut again at the fetting of the fun. He 
buik a great many fine houfes for fuch of his friends and 
minifters as had ferved him faithfully, and lived without 
reproach. He fumifhed the governors of provinces, at 
their departure, with money, and other ncceflary articles 3 
that is, according to Lampridius, with twcn^ pounds 
weight of filver, eight mules, two horfes, two gowns, a 
hundred pieces of gold, one cook, one coachman, and one 
conchbine, if the perfon he named was not married. He 
founded a great many frce-fchools in Rome, and took par- 
ticular care of the children of noble,’ but decayed families. 
He embellifhed Rome with an incredible numoer of ftately 
buildings ; repaired moft of the ancient ftruAures, retain- 
ing the names of their firft founders; and ere£led in the 
great fquarc of Nerva flatucs in honour of moft of the em- 
perors his predeceffors, with inferiptions on columns of 
orafsi containing fuccinCt accounts of all their memorable 
nations. 


B Alex. Vit. Pi 114, 1 30. 
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Alexander was a great encouragcr of learning, took mucli 
delight in converGng with learned men, and fpent all the 
time he could fpare from public aFairs in reading the Greek 
and Latin authors, efpecially Plato’s Commonwealth, Tully’s 
Offices, the works of Horace, of Virgil, whom he ulcd 
to ityle the Plato of the poets, and of Serenus Sammonicus. 
He was himfelf well verfed in all the branches of po- 
lity literature, and celebrated in verfe the exploits of fomc 
of his prcdeceffora He applidti himfelf chiefly to the 
ftudy of judicial aftrology, which was by his orders publicly 
taught at Rome ; and pretended to be thoroughly acquaint- 
ed with the fcience of the foothfayers and augurs, both as 
to the entrails of facrifices, and the flight and chirping of 
birds. He often went to hear the poets and orators declaim 
in the public fchools, but would not allow them to write 
any thing in his praife. In fhort, Alexander, to end the 
hiftory of his reign with the words of Aurelias Viftor, 
made it his conftant ftudy to encourage virtue and learning, 
to reform abufes, to reftore the military riifcipline, and tv 
difeharge, with the greateft fidclfty and difintcreftednefs, 
every" duty of an excellent prince^' His endeavours were 
attended with fuch fuccefs, that the empire would have 
ftill retained its former li^rc, had thofc who fucceedcd him 
firmly maintained whJt he had fo wifely cftablifticd. Some 
of his predeceflTors, namely Trajan, AntoninuSj and Mi 
Aurelius, performed perhaps greater things; but were 
older whert they came to the empire than Alexander was 
at the lime of his death Of the writers who flouriOicd 
in his reign, the reader will, find a fuccinft account m the 

note (P). CHAP. 


■ Vit. AleX. p. ti3* * Aur. Vi£l, in Vit. Ale*. 


(p) Lampridius, in his life 
of Alexander, often quotes A- 
cholius, Septimius, add Eucol- 
pius I but ieems to prefer Sep- 
timius fo the other two (i). 
They flourilhed Under Alexan- 
der, and wrote the hillory of 
that prince’s reign. Gargilius 
Martialis likewife compofed the 
hiAory of the reign bf Alexan- 
der, and is ranked by Vopifeus 


among thofc hiftofians who 
wrote with more exadbiefl than 
elegance (2), Marius Maxi- 
mUs wriUC the hi^ry of the 
emperors from Trajan to Alex- 
ander, and is often quoted by 
the Auguftine writers. Thtf 
life of Alexander was likewife 
publiflicd by Aurciius PhiJip- 
pus, his father’s freedman (j)- 
Julius Granilnui, who m- 


(i) Vit. Ale*, p. 119, I3i» *3®' 

(3) Vit. Alex. p. iiB. 

VoL. XIII. G B 


(s) Vopife. Prob. Vit. p. . J4' 
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T//e Roman Hiflorytfrom the Death of Alexander 
Severut to the Captivity of Valeriaut ’when 
the Empire "was ufurped by thirty Perfons at 
once, commonly called The Thirty Tyrants. 


Maximinus murder of Alexander occafioned a great tumult 

dectar^ed ^ and confulion in the army ; during which the Pan- 
^Zfd^his*r troops, under the command of Maximinus, pro- 

Maximi- claimed him emperor. The reft, finding no other appeared 
Mui, to 


ftrufied Alexander in rhetoric, 
left fome declamations, which 
were extant in the time of Lam- 
tidius(4). Befides the cele- 
rated civilians, Ulpiaiius and 
Faulus, Fiorentinus, .^lius 
Marcianus, Hermogenes or 
Hermogenianus, Calhfbrata, and 
Claudius Venuleius Satur- 
ninus, whofe names are famous 
in the Pandefls, were all Papi- 
nian’s difciples, and flourifhed 
under Alexander ; as did like- 
wife Herennius Modeftinus, 
ivho was preceptor to Maximi- 
nus, the fon of the emperor of 
that name, and compiled feve- 
ral books of jurifprudence, and, 
among the refi, one in Greek, 
on the excufes of guardians. 

. But the molt famous of all 
the miters who flourilhed under 
Alexander, was the celebrated 
hifiorian Dio Calliu^, called 
alfo CalliuB Cocceius or Coccei- 
anus. He was a native of ^i- 
cza in B^hynia, the fon of A- 
pronianus, who was governor 
of Cilicia about the yeariBj, 


when the two brothers Quin- 
tilii were alTaflinated by Coin- 
modus’sorder (5), He was like- 
wife for fome time governor of 
Illyricum (6). His fon was at 
Rome in the reign of Commo- 
dus, at leaft towards the latter 
part of it (7). He was fenator 
in the (/ear 192, the laft of the 
reign of Commodus, and nam- 
ed prztor for the enfuing year 
by Pertinax, who had a parti.- 
cular kindnefs and elleem for 
him (B). 'He was appointed 
conful by the emperor Severus 
(9) ; attended, after that 
prince’s death, his fon Cara- 
calla into the Eaft(i],. and 
fpokc with him, for the lalt 
time, at Nicomedia, about the 
latter part of the year 21^ (2). 
Macrinus named him to the 
ovemment of Smyrna and 
ergamus, which he held un- 
der Heliogabalus, and was Hill 
in Alla ih the year 221(3). 
From Alla he went into Bithy- 
nia, whence he was recalled, 
and appointed governor, iirfi of 


(4) Vit* Alex. p. 115. (5) Dio, lib. Ixix. p. 78S. flr lib. Ixxii. 

p. Sio- (6) Idem, lib. xlix. p. 413. (7) Idem, lib. Ixxii. p. 

Si 8 . (8) Idem ibid. p. 8zo, 817. & lib. Ixxiii. p. 835. (9) Idem, 

lib, Ixxvi. p. ^69. (i) Idem, lib. Ixxviii. p. 883, 8841 (x) Dio, 

lib. Lxxix. p< 9091 (3} Idem, p, 915. 

Africa, 
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tb claim or difpute that title, followed their exiimplc, and 
took the ufual oaths to Maximinus, after he had folemnlv 
declared, that he had not been acccflary to the death of 
Alexander. The new emperor immediately declared hia 
fon A^aximmus, Casfar, and prince of the Roman youth, 
invefted him with the tribunitial and proconfular power* 
honoured him with the title of Auguftus, and took him for 
his partner in the fovereignty. The fenatc, whom he ac- 
quainted, as foon as pofTible, tvith his acceflion to the 
, empire, not daring to oppofe the choice of the foldiery, 
confirmed it ; fo that Maximinus was, without the Icaft 
Oppofition, acknowleged emperor by the fenate, the people, 
and the army p. He was, according to Syncellus*', a native 7/;j. 
of Thrace ; according to Herodian, Capitoliiius, and Jor- traflion 
nandes, born in a village on the confines of that province, andpre- 
and the country of the Barbarians. His father, named 
Micea, or Micca, was a Goth ; and his mother Ababa, or 

F Max. Vit. p. 14Z. q Sync. p. 

Africa, afterwards of Illy ricum, propnfed Thucydides for his 
and lafily of Paniionia ; in model, and does nor, in the 
which governments he acquit- opinion of Photius, fall much 
ted hiiiifelf fo faithfully, that fliort of that excellent WTiter(7), 
Alexander, upon his iltufti to The firll thirty- four books have 
Rome, honoured him with a been long lince entirely lofl ; 
fecond confuKhip in the year and of the thirty-lifth only 
228 (4). Dio Cafliiis wrotef in foinc fragments are remaining : 
eight decades, that is, in eighty the following books, from the 
books, the Romftn hiftory, end ot the thirty-fifth to the 
from the landing of jEneas in fifty-fourth, are thought to be 
Italy, to the reign of the ein- entire ; but the next fix are, 
peror Alexander (;) ; he fpent in fome places, ftrangely mu- 
ten years in colleAing the ne- tilated and corrupted. Of the 
cellaiy materials for fo great twenty laft we have only 
a work, and twelve more in fome fragments publi/hed by 
compofing it (6). His account Fulvius Urfinus and M. Valois- 
of the public tranfaftions, However, that great lafs has 
from the reign of Comma- been in fome degree fupplied 
dus to that of Alexander, is by Johq Xiphilin, who was pa- 
very particular and minute j triarch of Conftantinople in the ^ 
for he then began to write, not elyenth century, and epito- 
what he had learned from mized Dio^s hiftory from the 
others, but what he had him- thirty-fifth book to the end. 
felf feen and obferved. His This epitome is greatly efteem- 
ftyle, according to Photius, is ed by the learned, and thought 
fublime, and anfwerable to the to be very exa£t. 
greatnefs of his fubjetft. He 

(4) Dio, lib. Ixxxp p. 917- (s) Suid. p. 753. 

lib. Ixxih p. 829. (7) Phot. cap. 71. p. ity. 

G g ^ 


(6) Idem, 

Abala, 
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Abala, Alan'. He is ilyled in the ancient infciiptlons 
C. Julias VeVus Maximinus. He was of a very mean ex- 
tra^ion, and, in his early youtb| a {hepherdj but of a 
gigantic flaturej being eight feet and an half tall^ and be- 
fides exceedingly well fhaped, all his limbs anfwering his 
his mighty ftature in fymmetry and proportion. Of his ftrength won- 
ftrength. derful things are related by the ancients : he was often feen 
to draw a loaded waggon, which two oxen could fcarce 
move, to tear up trees oy^the roots, to crumble pebbles be- 
tween his fingers, 8cc. Befides, he was fo bold and cou- 
rageous, that he delighted in expofing himfelf to the great- 
eft dangers : whence he was called, for his courage and 
' valour, Achilles, Heftor, and AJax ; for his ftrength, Her- 
cules, Antaeus, and Milo ; but, at the fame time, for his 
favage cruelty, Bufiris, Phalaris, and Cyclops. 

0/1 nvhat He was firft known to the emperor Septimius Severus on 
Dccafton the following occafion : that prince having exhibited, as he 
ffl knovm pa^fed through Thrace, fome military games and exercifes 
in honour of his fecond fon Geta, and propofed prizes for 
the conquerors, Maximinus, at that time about twenty years 
Sevifiu, old, intreated the emperor, partly in the Latin, and partly 
in the Thracian language, for leave to enter the lifts, and 
try his (kill. The emperor, adigiring his fize, matched 
him, not with the foldiers, as he wa/a Barbarian, but with 
fome of the ftrongeft flaves in the camp ; whom he over- 
came, fixteen one after the other.^ In confcqucnce of thefe 
vidlories, the emperor ordered him to be lifted among the 
horfe. A few days after, as the emperer was vifitiiig the 
different quarters of the camp on horfeback. Maximinus, 
accofting him, began to run by him. The emperor, to try 
whether he could run as well as he could wreftlc, put hia 
horfe upon a full gallop, and rode quite round the camp. 
Maximinus keeping clofe by him the whole time, till both 
he and his horfe were quite 'weary. Then turning to him, 
“ Thracian (faid he), art thou now dirpofed to wrcftle ?” 

I am (anfwered Maximinus), as much as you pleafe.’* 
The emperor immediately difmounted, and ordered fome 
of the ftrongeft foldrers, and heft wrcftlers, in the army, to 
* enter the lifts with him ; of whom he overcame and threw 
down feven, as if they had been fo many children. The 
emperor was fo pleafed with his ftrength and activity, that 
he prefented him with a golden collar, placed him among 
his guards, and heaped many favours upon him, appoiritiYig 
him extraordinary allowances, the common pay not being 
fufficient to fupport him : for he ufed to eat, according to 

' Herod, lib. vi. p.515. Jorntnd, Regn.tap. ai. 
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Julius Capitolinus, fortyi according to ^lius Cardu53 a 
more ancient hillorian, fixty pounds weight o^flefli a-day ; 
and to drink eight amphorse of vrlnei that is, fix gallonsi 
without indulging to excefs 

He was preferred by Caracalla to the pod of a centurion : 
but quitted the army upon that prince’s death, being unwil- 
ling to ferve under Macrinus, the chief author of the mur- 
der, and retired to his own country. When Hellogabalus 
obtained the empire, he offered "his fervice to him; and, 
being admitted again into the army, he was, by the intereft 
of his friends, raifed to the rank of a tribune j but always 
declined, under fome pretence or other, attending the em- 
peror, who had difobligcd him with an impure jeft, allud- 
ing to his amazing ftrength. He had even abfented him- 
felf from Rome, not being able to endure the fight of that 
lewd monfter ; but returned thither when he underftood, 
that Alexander was raifed to the empire ; and was by that 
prince received with the greateft demonftrations of kindnefs 
and efteem, recommended by l^m to the fenate, created 
fenator, and honoured with the command of a new- 
raifed legion, which the emperor thought him well qualified 
to inftrucl in the military cxercifes. In that office he ac- 
quitted himfelf fo fucc^Tsfully, that Alexander preferred 
him to a higher command, and, at the breaking out of the 
Gerpian war, charged him with the care of difeiplining 
the new-raifed troops, cflmfifting chiefly of Pannonians. 

Maximinus no fooner faw himfelf vefted with the fovc- 
rcicn power, thaTi he difmiffed all who had bc^ employed 
by Alexander in places of truft, and appointed^realures of 
his own in their room, feleaed, for the moft part, out of 
the very dregs of the people. He made it his chief ftudy 
to gain the affedtions of the foldiery ; but choofing rather 
to be feared than loved by the reO. of his fubjedJs, he began 
his reign with unheard-of cruelties ^11 thofe who 
been intimate with Alexander, or Ihewed the leaft tfncerii 
for his death, were, by his orders inhumanly maflacred , 
the fenators, whom thst prince had created were degraded ; 
and the officers he *had raifed, unefer various F^ences. 
dTcharfed and moft of them bjniffied. Being aftiained of 

JSnndi” bi. »>r.ni™.b, ai .h"f. »b,k..- 

his oarents, or any of hU family, to be privately murdered, 

thouTmany ofthemhad relieved him when in a low 
condition and, by their intereft, raifed him in the arm). 

"confular of an illuftrious family and great me . 
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ehgaged feveral of Alexander’s old foldiers to break down 
the bridge which that prince had built over the Rhine, 
after Maximinus had paifedit, and abandonhim to the ene- 
my- But the confpiracy being difeovered, all thofe whom 
Maximinlis only fufpei^ed to have been privy to it, were 
inhumanly malfacred, to the number of four thoufand, 
without being tried, or even examined; a circumilance 
which induced many to b^elieve^ that the plot was only a 
contrivance of Maximinus, to ridhimfelf of thofe who gave 
him umbrage ^ 

A few days after the confpiracy of Magnus, the Ofrhoe- 
nlans, who ferved in the army, and had been always greatly 
attached to the late emperor, no longer doubting that he 
had been affaflinated by Maximinus’s orders, openly revolt- 
ed, proclaimed T. Quartinus emperor, and attired him, 
much againft hivS inclination, with the imperial purple, 
and all the enfigns of fovereignty. But foon after Macedo, 
who had been the chief author of the revolt, and pretended 
great friendfliip for Qwrtinus, murdered him while he 
was repofing in his tent, and carried his head to Maximi- 
nus, who, inflead of rewarding him according to his ex- 
peQation, caiifcd him to be executed for rebelling againft 
his prince, and betraying his fritnd^'. The Ofrhoenians 
;i:eturning to their duty after the death of Quartinus, the 
-following year, when Severus and Quiiitianus were confuls, 
Maximinus entered Germany at* the head of a powerful 
army, ravaged the country, burnt the enemy’s habitations, 
carried oif^ll their corn and cattle, and fook an incredible 
number o^rifoners. Several battles were fought in the 
woods and marlhes, in each of which the emperor killed 
many of the enemy with his own hand, difeharging every 
duty of a gallant foldierand experienced commander. He 
chofe al.wiiys to hght at the head of his troops, and often 
grappled with the enemy hand to hand like a common fol- 
dier. a Having in one encounter, to encourage his men, 
rufhed fword in hand into the midft of the enemy, he was 
furrounded on all fid^s, and muft have been either killed 
or taken, notwjthftanding his extraordinary ftrength, in 
which he placed too muck confidence, had not his. troops, 
animateH by the example of their general, haftened.to his 
refeue. He tranfmitt^d an account of his vi£lories to the 
fenate ; telling them, among other things, that he had laid 
wafte the enemy’s countryto the extentoff^our hundred miles; 
deftroyed one^ hundred and fifty of their villages; taken 


tMax. Vit. p. 14Z. Herod, lib. vii. p. 581^, 
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an incredible number of prifoners, and fought more battles 
than any of the ancients had ever feen. He •ordered his 
exploits to be reprefented in painting, and hung up in the 
fquares and public places at Rome. For thefe viftories the 
fenate decreed both to him and hi$ fon, the title of Ger- 
manicus, which is Rill to be feen on feveral of his medals'*. 

From Germany he inarched into lllyricum, and having 
paired the winter at Sirniium in Paniionia, where he enter- 
ed upon his hril confuHhip, and t^ok Africanus for his col- 
league, early in the fpring he led his army into the coun- 
tries of the Dacians and Sarmatians, gained feveral victo- 
ries over thofe barbarous nations, and obliged them to fub- 
mit to fuch terms as he was pleafed to impofe. He had 
nothing lefs in view than to extend the borders of the em- 
pire to the northern ocean ; a defign which he would have 
calily accomplilhed, fays Herodian had he not been in- 
terrupted by a civil war, and great commotions at home, 
occafioned by his deteftable cruelty and infatiable avarice. 
He encouraged informers, feigned plots, and condemned, 
without diftinClion of quality, fex, or age, all who were 
adcufed, feizing their eftates, and reducing the riched fa- 
milies in Rome to beggary. Perfons of the greateft dif- 
tinClion were fnatcl^d ^way from their friends and rela- 
tions, and, upon vanous groundlefs accufations, carried 
into Pannonia, to be judged by the emperor, who never 
failed to condemn them either to death or banifliment, and 
to conhfeate their edates, whether the crimes laid to theif 
charge were proved oi not. Not fatisSed with the wealth 
of fo many illudrious families, he plundered the temples, 
dripped the public buildings of their ornaments, and feiz- 
ed on the public money in the cities, allotted for the main- 
tenance or diverhons of the people. This rapacity alarmed 
the populace, and difpofed them to a general revolt, which 
fird broke out in Africa, about the middle of May of the 
enfuing year, when Perpetuus and Cornelianus were con- 
fuls, on the following occafion : two young men or great 
didinftion being condemned by the emperoris receiver m 
that province, who opprefled the people in a mod tyrannJ- 
cal manner, to pay a Sne which would have reduced them 
to beggary, confpired to fave their fortunes by didroying 
him and accordingly, having gained fome foldiers of tl^ 
legion quartered there, they rufted upon him unexpcftedly 
and cut in pieces both him and the foldiers who attempted 

to defend him. 
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This tfyaricft dicy well knew, the emperor would never 
pardon \ therefore, well apprifed that the only means of 
cfcaping the paniflimcnt due to their crime, was to create 
a new prinpc, they openly revolted, and, with the con- 
currence of the people, who could no longer bear the ty- 
rannical government of Maximinus, proclaimed GordianuSj 
2$. that time proconful of Africa, emperor in his room. 
Qordianus was defeended of an illuftrious. family, polTefTed 
of immenfe wealth, and univerfally beloved both at Rome 
^d in the provinces, many of which he had governed, on 
account of his extraordinary merit and virtues ; but as he 
was advanced in years, being at this time eighty and up^ 
wards, when the people broke unexpectedly into his houfc, 
and falttted him with the riile^ of Auguftus, he threw him- 
felf upon the ground, and begged, with many tears, they 
would fuifer him to fpend the poor remains of his life in 
peace, and choofe fome other more able to deliver the date 
from the tyrannical yoke under which it groaned. But the 
people, and at their head^Mauritius, a perfon of great au- 
thority among them, continuing unalterable in their former 
refolutipn, Go^dianus was condrained to accept the en- 
(igns and title of emperor ; which he had no fooner done, 
than, to the inexpreffible joy of t^e Africans, he took 
his fon, who bore the fame name, was then his lieutenant, 
and had been conful, fpr his partner in the empire, ^rom 
Thyfdrus, an important city in aEyzacene, not far from 
Adrumetym, where this tranfaflion happened, Gordianus 
marched to Carthage, and made his entry, arrayed with the 
imperial purple, amidd the acclamations of the people, fa- 
luling him with the title of Gordianus Africanus. 

From Carthage he wrote to the fenatc and people of. 
Rome, acquainting them with what had happened in Africa, 
and affunn^ tbcRi, that he had accepted the empire with 
relu^ance, and was ready tp refign, if they did not think 
lit CO confirm his election. In the decrees which he fent 
with tiis letters, and ordered to be publifhed, 'vvith the ap- 

E robatijsn of the fenate, he allowed all exiles to return 
ome, hanilhed the informers, piomifed large fyms to tho 
' people, and to the foldiery a greater bounty than any em- 
peror ^ad ever given. At the fame time he wrote to all 
the greqt mep in Rome, molt pf whom were his particular 
friends, encoyiaging them to exert tkemfeWes op x}it pre- 
fent oecafioni and join hjm in relcuing Rome from the in- 
fupportable tyranny of Maximinus, which was the only ino- 
tivc tfiat bad propipted him, in his old age, to fubmit to fo 
heavy a burden as the empire. In his letter to Junius Syl- 
then epnfuj, be cursed that magiilrate tp cut off^ 

without 
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without delay, Vitalianus, who commanded vVe t 

greatly attached to Maxim.nus, being of ano lefs e^uel 
ravage temper than that tyrant. Syllanus. npon the recript 
of this letter, fent the quwftor, attended by fome refolute 
mra, with letters to Vitalianus, which he pretended to have 
juft received from Maximinus, enjoining them to difpatch 
him while he was peruling them ; an action which they 
perpetrated accordingly, and then declared, that what they 
had done was by Maximinus’s orders : a pretence which 
was believed ; for thus he ufed to treat even his heft friends. 


After this execution, the conful Syllanus aflembled at 
his houfe the praetors, aediles, and tribunes of the people ; • 
and, attended by them, went to the fenatc ; where he read 
the letters which Gordianus had written both to them, and 
to him in particular. The fenatc^ in a tranfport of joy, 
declared, without the leaft hefitation, the two Gordians 
emperors, the two Maximins public enemies ; and oflered 
a great reward to whoever (hould^kill either of them. At dechrt 
the fame time they named to the pra^torfhip of the enfuing Maximinus 
year a third Gordian, gfandfon to the elder, though then 
only twelve years old. Thcfe proceedings, however, were 
hept fecret, till the fe^at^ had taken the neceflary mcafures 
for deftroying at once the party of the Maximins in Rome ; 
whiqh fleps were no fooncr taken, than they reported that 
they were both killed, a«d that the two Gordians reigned 


in their room. The edidfs of the latter were publicly hung 


up, and their imzfges curried to the camp, with their letters 
to the foldiery, who being, after the death of Vitalianus, 
dellitute of a leader, readily fubmitted to the Gordians. 

The people, tranfported with rage againft Maximinus hardly 
to be expreiTed, immediately ran and pulled down all his 
llatues and monuments, uttering dreadful imprecations 
againit the bloody tyrant and his fon. At the fame time Tht/ntadj 
the fenatc enadletl a decree, condemning all the friends of 
Maximinus, and the minifters of his cruelty. Such as had 
not the good fortune to efcape, were maflacred without 
mercy by the errag*ed multitude, dragged through the^ 

Rreets, and thrown into the coj;pmon fewer. Several in- 
nocent perfons perifhed with the guilty* many embracing 
that opportunity tg difpatch their private enemies or credi- 
tors. oabinus, governor of Home, endeavouring to fup- 
prefs thefe diforders, had his brains dafhed out with a blow 
from one of the mob, and his body was left for fome time 


in the public ilrcet 
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•[he fenate mean time it being publicly known, that Maximi- 

oiltQaman nua was ftil^alive, the fenate ilTued a fecond decree acainft 
ri^oltfrom him, declaring both him and his fon public enemies- and 
axmi- gf fhc fame riine diipatched pecfons ot the greater mrcrc/i: 
and autfiority into alf the provinces, with letters to the pro- 
confuls, prefidentSf lieutenants, and tribimes, exhorting 
them to join in the common caufe, and exert tliemlelves in 
defence of their common liberties, againll a blood-thirlty 
tyrant, and public enemy They likewife chofe twenty 
fenators, who had all been confiils, and difperfed in diOer- 
ent parrs of Italy, with orders to guard night and day all 
the roads, ports, and harbours, that no account of what had 
' pafled at Rome might be tranfmitted to Maximinus before 
the arrival of Gordian. The letters of the fenate were re- 
ceived in mod cities and provinces with incredible joy, and 
a dreadful daughter was made of the officers and friends 
of Maximinus. Only a few places continued faithful to 
him, and either delivered up to the tyrant, or malTacred, 
the deputies of the fenat|. At Rome perfons of all ranks 
and ages, even the women and children, crowded to the 
temples, befeeching the gods, that they would never fuffer 
the inhuman tyrant to approach the city 

Maximinus, who was at this t|.me^ either in Thrace or 
Sarmatia, foon received intelligence of what had pafled at 
Rome and in Africa, notwithftanding all the precautions 
of the fenate ; even a copy of tli^ir decree, declaring him 
a public enemy, and fetting a price upon his head, was 
tranfmiued to him ; upon the reading cf which he flew 
into fuch a rage, as can hardly be exprefled or conceived ; 
more like a wild beail than a human creature, fays the au- 
thor of his life, he beat his head againll the wall, threw 
himfelf upon the ground, tore his royal robes, drew his 
fword, and after having uttered dreadful menaces againll 
the fenate, fell upon thofe who Rood next to him. He 
would have killed his fon, had he not avoided his prefence, 
for haVing refufed to quit him, and live at Rome, accord- 
ing to his father’s advice, upon their firR coming to the em- 
pire ; for he believed his prefence wolild have kept the fe- 
^iiate and people in awe, and prevented this revolt. In (hort, 
fuch wasi his fury, that his friends conlidering him as a 
man bereaved of his underRanding, with much difficulty 
difarmed him, and carried him to his apartment. Being 
returned to himfelf, he fpent fome days in deliberating with 
bis council about the moR proper menfures to be purfued 
at fuch an important conjundlure. Then alfembling his 
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army, he acquainted them with the date of affairs, pretend- 
ing to be under no apprehenGon, andpromifing to diftributc 
among them the eftates of the fenators and African rebels. 

Having concluded his fpeech, he gave his foldiers a great He marches 
bounty, and, without lofs of time, began his march to- for halj, 
wards Italy. The troops not (hewing fo much ardour as he 
expefted, he wrote to his fon, who was marching with a 
feparate body at fome diftance, to join him with all poffi- 
blc expedition, left the army (hbuld, in his abfence, at- 
tempt his life. At the fame time he difpatched perfons to 
Rome, to publifli in his name a general pardon with re- 
fpeft to all paft injuries, and with them letters to Sabinus, 
in which was inclofed a copy of the decree, declaring liini 
a public enemy \ for he fupjpofed Sabinus, who had ab- 
fented himfelf that day from the fenate, to be altogether 
ignorant of what had pafled While Maximinus pro- 
ceeded in his march towards Italy, the face of affairs was 
quite changed in Africa: a fenator, named Dapelianus, 
had been appointed governor of Ijjauritania by Maximmus, 
with a confiderable body of troops under his command, to 
make head againft the Moors not fubjeft to who 

conftantly infefted the Roman territories. But Gordianus, 
to whom he had cv« ^pen a dedared enemy, and whom 
he had on all occafSns oppofed, immediately difeharged 
him> and named another in his room. Capelianus, wh^o 
was an officer of great ^loixr and “P^nence, mltead of 
obeying the orders of the new aflemhltd all hw 

forces, levied fevCral companies of Moors, and having with Ca^eham,. 
incredible difpatch colleSed a very ^ 

well-difciplined and refolute men, marched gamjl Mr 

howevfr, immedSely armed themfelves. 

under the conduft of Gordianus the 

the enemy. A bloody engagement enfued, in ^h.ch Cor- 
dianus’s raw and undifciplined troops performed ^ondero , 

Sr:;;. .. .h. 
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after t!iey had reigned, according to the tnoft probable opU 
nion one month and fix days. 

“ VidePetav. Do£k. Temp. p. 337. 

MieciuB Marullus, defeended ty, nnd moderation, that he 
from the Gracchi, and of UU was univcrfally adored, and 
pk Ghirdiana, of the family of more beloved by the people, 
the emperor Trajan. His ^'a- than any governor had ever been 
ther, grandfather, and great- before him ; fome calling him 
grandfather, had been confuls ; a Sciplo, fome a Cuto, foiTie a 
and he himfell: twice difchargjed Mutius Scxvola, a Rutilius, a 
fthac honourable office, firfl with Laelius. He married Fabia O- 
the emperor Caracalla in 213, reifilla, the daughter of Annius 
and the fecond time with Alex- . Severus, and grand-daughter of 
ander Severus in 229, His the emperor M. Aurelius ; and 
wealth was anfwerablc to his had by her a daughter named 
quality ; for he pofTcfTed, ac- Maecia Faufllna, who was inar- 
cording to Julius Capitolinus, ried to Junius Halbus, a confu- 
more land in the provinces than lar ; and a fun, flyled in the 
any private man in Rome fj). ancient inferiptions and medals 
He was highly edeenied by the M. Aiitonius Gordianus (2), 
emperor Alexander, who re- with the title of Pontifex ; 
turned public thanks to the fe- whereas his father is dilVm- 
nate for preferring lb deferving guilfeed^with that of Pontifex 
a p^fon to the government of Maximus. The foil had an ex- 
AiVica, ftyling him, in the let- traordinary memory, and. was 
ter which he wrote on that oc- weW verfed in polite literature, 
Cfliion, ft nobleman of great having had Serenus Sammoni- 
magnanimity, eloquence, juf- cus for his preceptor, who bc- 
tice, moderation, integrity, and queathed him his famous li- 
goodnefb. He was well verfed brary, conliltiiig of lixty-two 
ia all the branches of literature, thoufand volumes. He wrote 
cfpecially in poeiiy' ; apd wrote feveral pieces both in profe and 
in his youth feveral poems, verfe. He was well Ikilled in 
which were greatly elleemcd, the law, and one of Alexander’s 
and, among the refl, one inti- chief counfellors. He was uni- 
tled .^toniniades, deferibing, verfally refpefted on account of 
in thirty books, the lives and his obliging carriage, and ex- 
wars, the public and private traordinary fweet temper ; but 
afbons, of Antoninus l^us, and loved His pleafiires, and fpent 
' Marcus Aurelius, or Antoni- moft of his time in baths, gar- 
nuB Phikifophus. He wrote dens, and groves. He kept 
likewife in profe the praifes of conftantly twenty-two concu- 
the Antonini. After his fecond bines, and is faid to have had 
confulfliip, he was immediately by each of them three or four 
lent into Africa in quality of children; whence he was called 
proconful ; which office he dif- the Priamus, and fatirically the 
C'liarged with fuch jultice, equL- Priapus, of his time. He was 

(1) Gord, Vit. p. 1511 GoU^i p. ioa> ' 
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This news of their death threw the whole city into the 
utmod coiifternatlon. However, as the Romans dreaded 
above all things the cruel effetRs of Maximinus’s refent- 
nient, and expefted to find no mercy at the hands of fo 
barbarous a tyrant, they reCblved not to fubmit, but to de- 
fend themfelvcs to the laft. The fenate, therefore, aiTem- 
bling in the temple of Concord, chofe two new emperors, 
M. Clodius Fupienus Maximus and Decimus Coclius Bal- 
binus. The former was a perfon of low birth, but extraor- 
dinary merit: hir. father was, according to fomc, a cart- 
wright; according to others, a lockfmith ; but the fon 
raifed himfelf, chiefly by his courage and valour, to the firft 
employments in the empire. He ferved firft in quality of 
a private foldier ; but was foon preferred to the rank of 
a centurion, then to that of ^ tribune, and not long after 
to the command of feveral legions, in which he acquitted 
himfelf with fuch reputation, that he was admitted into 
the fenate, created praetor, honoured with the confulftiip, 
and fucceffively appointed governor of Bithynia, Greece, 
and Narbonne Gaul. From Gaullie was fent to command 
the troops in Illyricum, where he gained great advantages 
over the Sarmatians and Germany. Upon his return from 
that country, he was made governor of Rome, in which 
place he acquitted hilnElf with fuch prudence, integrity, 
and diferetion, that he was both efteemed and beloved by 
pcrfoiis of every rank an condition. He appeared always 
grave and fedate, and ftiewed no great complaifance to any 
one; he was juft, merciful, and never guilty of ilic leafl: 
aftion that favoured of inhumanity, but, on the contrary, al- 
ways ready to forgive, He adhered to no party, was ftcady 
and inflexible in his refolutions, and, without trufting to 
othcis, examined every thing himfelf with great care and 
attention. In fhort, the fenate entertained fuch a high 
opinion of his extraordinary merit and virtues, that, in de- 
claring him emperor, they folemnly protefted, that, m the 
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highly favoured by Heliogaba- 
lus, as a young man addidfed 
to pleafures, and by that prince 
raifed to the quxltorftiip. A- 
lexander preferred him, as he 
was a man of known integrity 
and great abilities, to the prs- 
torfhip, and foon after honour- 
ed him with the confular dig- 


nity. In the reign of Alexan- 
der, or Maximinus, he was fent 
into Africa, in qu Jity of lieu- 
tenant to his father, ^ivho took 
him for his partner in the em- 
pire, and, upon his death, put an 
end to his own life in the man- 
ner wchavc related above (3). 


(3) Vit. Gordian. 
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whole empire^ they knew no perfon better qualified than be 
for fuflainin^ the name and dignity of a prince 

Balbinus was defeended of an illullrious family, and pre- 
tended to derive his pedigree from Cornelius Balbus Theo- 
phanes, a celebrated hiftorian, and a man of the firft rank 
in the ifland of Lefbos, who was made free of Rome by 
Pompey the Great. Tlie prefent emperor had been twice 
confulj and had governed with reputation feveral provinces ; 
namelyi AGa, Africa, Blthynia, Galatia, Pontus, Thrace, 
and Gaul. He had likewife commanded armies ; but, be- 
ing in fome degree timorous, he was thought better qua- 
lified for civil than military affairs. He poflefled immenfe 
wealth, lived with great fplendor, was addifted to pleafures, 
but at the fame time univerfally beloved for his integrity, 
his humanity, mild temper, and obliging behaviour. He 
was an excellent orator, no mean poet, and had an un- 
common talent in making extemporary verfes 

Maximus and Balbinus being, with the unanimous con- 
fent of the fenatc, raifed to the fovereignty, and vefted with 
the tribunitial and proconfular power, proceeded, at the 
breaking up of the alTembly, to the Capitol. But while 
they were offering the ufual facrlfices, the populace rofe, 
and, armed with ftones and clubs, declared that they would 
not obey the new emperors; and uemanded, with great 
clamour, a prince of the Gordian family. Maximus and 
Balbinus, fupported by fome yqnng knights, attempted to 
Cut a way through the croud, fword in hand ; but were, 
notwithftanding all their efforts, obliged to fend for young 
Gordian, then only twelve years old, who was received 
by the populace with loud fhouts of joy, and carried to the 
Capitol, There the fenate, to appeafe the multitude, de- 
clared him Cxfar, arrayed him with the habit peculiar to 
that dignity, and in that attire fhewed him to the people, 
who now difperfed, and, retiring quietW to their houfes, 
fuffered the new emperors to take pofleffion of the palace 
where they began to difeharge the functions of the fo- 
vereignty with deifying the two Gordians. When that ce- 
remony was over, ichey appointed Sabinus governor of 
’Rome, and Pinarius Valens, uncle by the father to Maxi- 
mus, commander of the prstorian guards. Then, without 
lofs of time, they began to levy forces, and make the ne- 
ceffary preparations for taking the field againfl Maximinius, 
who, upon the news of their eleflion, quickened his march, 
breathing nothing but ruin and dellruAion. 

<1 Max. S: Balb.Vit. p. 166 , 167 . = Idem. ibid. p, 168 , &feq. 

Herod, lib. vii. p. 694 . f Max. & Balb. Yit. p. 145 * 
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Ab moft of the provinces had efpoufed the party of the 
feiidtCj troops were feiit from all parts to Reinforce the 
army of Maximus, who, bein|r charged with the coiiduft of 
the war, as the more able commander, left Rome fooii 
after his eledion, leaving the prjetoiian guards, and part of 
the new-raifed forces, to defend the city, and avi e the po- 
pulace. After his departure, the feiiate difpatched the 
moll confiderable men of their body into the different parts 
of Italy, with orders to fortify alf the cities, and fupply the 
inhabitants with arms; to remove all the provifions into the 
fortified towns, and either to reap or dellroy the corn in the 
fields, to mow the giafs, and lay wafte the whole country 
through which Maximinus was to march with his numerous 
army. At the fame time, they fent circular letters into all 
the provinces, declaring fuch*as Ihould lend him the leall 
alTillance, traitors, rebels, and public enemies. Maximus 
had fcarce departed, when dreadful dillurbances arofe in 
the city, occalioned by the temerity of two feiiators, Galli- 
caiius and Maecenas, who, feeing two foldiers of the pra:- 
tofian guards enter the hall, whAe the fenate was aflem- 
bled, quilting their places, ruflied upon them unexpedledly, 
and difpatched them with their daggers ; for, in thofe dif- 
trafted times, moll fenators wore daggers under their 
robes. The other ft/WiSrs of that corps, who were wait- 
ing at the door with the populace, immediately fled ; but 
wcre*purfued by Gallicaqus, who encouraged the mob to 
fall upon them as fpies and partifans of the tyrant Maximi- 
nus. Sorne of them were wounded, but the red fortified 
themfelves in their camp, where they were attacked the 
fame day by Gallicanus at the head of the multitudc (whoni 
he had fupplied with arms), and of all the gladiators he could 
alTemble. The guards fuflained the attack with their ufual 
refolutipn, repul fed the alTailants, and, falling ujjon 
in their retreat, cut great numbers of them in pieces. Ihis 
llauchter ferved only to iiifpire the multitude with new 

ragc i and the fenate, efpouring their 


fiew-levied forces, which Maximus had left to maintain 
peace and tranquility in the city, to march againlt the 
praetorian guards. They accordingly attacked them with 
Ufeat fury ; but were, after repeated aflaults, im which 

great numbers perifted, obliged tp give o'’" • 

ill d retire. Tbe incenfed multitude, finding all tlieir 
eflbrts thus baffled, determined at lalt to cut ‘Je con- 
duits that conveyed water into the camp ; a ft^p which re- 
duced the foldiery to fuch defpair, that they ruffled unex- 
pedledly upon the multitude, fword in J 

them, after a long difpute, in which much blood was ffled 
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on both fides^ into the city,, where the combat began againi 
the people dtfcharging from the tops of their houfes (bowers 
of (tones and tilns upon the foldiery, who^ in revenge, fet 
fire to their (liops and ftorehoules; which confurned the 
greateft part of the city, an incredible quantity of valuable 
cfFefta, and manyperfons of all ranks ^(H)> 

Next year, when Annius Pius, or, as others call him, 
Ulpius, and Pontianus, were confuls, Maximinus, early in 
the fpring, purfued his march towards Italy, having with 
him almoft all the forces of the empire. Being arrived at 
the foot of the Alps, that part Italy from lllyricum, he 
found the city of Hemona or i^mona abandoned by its in* 
habitants \ a circumftance which infpired him with hopes 
of certain viQory for he thence concluded, that no place 
or city would dare to refift him. Maximinus, leaving 
mona, paiTcd the mountains without meeting with the lead: 
oppofition. His men, who expeAed to be refrefhed, after 
palling the mountains, with plenty of proviGons in Italy, 
finding the country laid wade far and wide, and themfelves 
dedicute even of necelTaries, began to mutiny. Maximinus 
punilhed the ringleaders of the tumult with great feverlty, 
which only ferved to exafperate the red. However, he 
purfued his margh ; and being informed that the city of 
Aquileia had (hut its gates againd ^ party, which he had 
fent to take poiTefTion of the place, he marched thither in 
perfon with all his forces, not dqubting but the inhabitants 
would fubmit upon the approach of fo formidable an army. 
But Crifpinus and Meiiopnilus, two confulars of great re- 
folution and intrepidity, to whom the fenate had commit- 
ted jthc defence of the city, anfwered the tribune fent by 
Maximinus to fummon them to furrender, that they were 
determined to defend the place to the lad extremity, and 
rather forfeit their lives than betray their trud, or yield to 
fuch a cruel, bloody, and faithlefs tyrant. At the fame 
time, to animate the inbabttasits, who began to waver, they 
proclufned that Apollo, the tutelar god of the place, had 
■(Tured them of viQory i n 4 iich aSurance difpelled all 

« Herod, lib. vH. p. 607, 6a 9; 

(R) Aerodian does not in- young Gordian to the people in 
form ufi how the tumult ended; kis purple robes, the fury of 
but CapitolinUs writes, that the both parties abated at - once^ 
emperor Balbinus, attembtiog to hoftiiities leafed, the people re- 
ftppeafe the tumult, seas danger- tired to their boufcB, and the 
oudy wounded on the hv^s foldierv to dre camp, 
but at ksgth, kaving flwwn 

fear. 



^he Roman tiiftotyt 

fear, lo that every one began to prepare for a vigorous els'* 
fence. • 

Mean while, Maximlnus, having fpent forme time in 
palling the river Sontius, now Ifonzo, about fixtecn miles 
from Aquileiai approached the city; and liavlng caufed all 
the vines and neighbouring groves to be cut down, be be- 
gan to batter the walls with an incredible niimber of war* 
like engines, and to harafs the befieged with repeated af- 
faults; which they fuftained with amazing rcfolution and 
iiitVeprdity. Even the wom^n and children appeared on 
the ramparts^ and borc their fliare in the common danger j 
the women efpccially fignalized their zeal, by allowing their 
hair to be employed in making ftringS for the bows, and 
rtther warlike machines. The lenate, out of gratitude, after 
the death of Maximinua, canted a magnificent temple to 
be ereftedj which they confccrated to Venus Calva, or 
Venus the Bald ^ "J he foldiers of Maximinus, in the be- 
ginning of the fiege* afted with great ardour; which, 
however, began to abate, when they found the inhabitants 
firmly determined to undergo all difficulties and hardfhips, 
father than fubmii. Maxinlintts> highly provoked at their 
backwardnefs, and befides enraged at the bitter reproaches 
uttered by the inhabitants againft him and his fon, as often 
as they approached th^ w'alls, caufed feveral of his officers 
to be publicly executed. This barbarity exafperated the 
foldie^rs, already inclined jp mutiny for wane of proviiions, 
of which, and even of water, there was great fcarcity m 
the camp. Befidas, a report was fpread, that the whole 
empire was arming againft Maximinus, and ready to la 
upon thofe who fupporled him in his tyranny. At Icng 

the Albanians, that is, the foldiers belonging to the ca^^^ 

in the neighbourhood of Alba, took a fudden fcjlunon lo 
difpatch the author of fo many calaionies; 
farther deliberation, hurried at noon-day to thfc tent o 
Maximitius, difpatched both him and his fon with many 
"“lids, cJt off theif heads, and fe« them to Romff and 
threur their bodies into the river. 

Annlinus captain of the guards, and all thcir IninillcfS an 

feJr?’ M .h. fnd .1 >f. 

tvrannv, of the two Maximins, after it 
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it. Thus the whole army prefentcd themfelves unarmed 
before the gttes of Aquileia, acquainted the befieged with 
the death of Maximinus, and defired to be admitted into 
the city. It was not thought prudent to open the gates ; 
but after they had adored the images of Maximus, Balbinus, 
and Gordian, placed for that purpofe on the ramparts, a 
great quantity of provihons was lent to their camp ; for 
they were almoft familhed ; and next day they took the 
ufual oaths to Maximus dnd Balbinus 

An exprefs was immediately difpatched to Rome with 
thefe joyful tidings, who, palhng through Ravenna, found 
the emperor Maximus bufy in aflembling his forces, in or- 
der to march againft the tyrant. But when he underltood 
that both the Maximins were killed, that their army had 
fubmitted, and fworn fidelity to him and his colleague, 
tranfported with joy, and laying afide all military prepara- 
tions, he repaired to the temples to return thanks to the 
gods for fuch fignal and unexpe£led fuccefs. In the mean 
time the exprefs purfuii^ his journey, and often changing 
horfes, reached Rome tne fourth day, diilant from Aqui- 
leia about two hundred and eighty miles. Upon his arrival 
he found Balbinus and Gordian alTiiling with the people at 
the public fports in the theatre, where he delivered his let- 
ters to tht two princes. Immediately the whole multitude 
exclaimed with one voice, “ Maxiininus is killed and, 
riling up, left the theatre, and crowded to the temples,* whi- 
ther Balbinus and Gordian followed. The fenate immedi- 
ately aflembled ; and after decreeing fewal honours to the 
three princes, appointediacrifices to be offered in all the 
temples, and a day of public and folemn thankfgivlng for 
their happy delivery. Balbinus, who ufed to tremble at 
the very name of Maximinus, offered a hecatomb ; which 
was never done but upon fome very extraordinary oed^ 
lion, and caufed the fame facrifice to be made in all the 
cities of the empire ^ Thofe who brought the heads of 
the t^o Maximins, arrived at Rome foon after the courier. 
They were met every where by crowds of people, and re^ 
ceived with the gre£ktefl demonflrations of joy. They en- 
tered Rome with the heads Buck upon two lances, that 
every o«e might behold them ; and nought was ever more 
pleafing. The people r^aired anin to the temples, offered 
frefh facrifices, and leemed nolefs tranfported with joy, 
than if they had been delivered from imminent death or 
captivity. The two heads were abandoned to the rage of 
the populace, and, after many infults, burnt in the held of 
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Mars. The names of the Maximins were, by a decree of 
t c fenate, erafed out of all infcripiions, their^atues over- 
t^ned, and their bodies ordered to he left unburied. The 
emperor Maximus haftened from Ravenna to Aquilcia 
wheie he ivas received with loud acclamations, and acknow^ 

Iff if 1 *^ r "'"y Maximinus ; among whom 
he diftributed large fums, and then fent back to their rc- 
fpcGive quarters retaining with, him only the prietorian 
j ’/"'I? Germans, in whom he chiefly 

confided. During his flay « Aquilcia, the fenate, to do 
im honour, fent a deputation, confining of twenty of 
their body, who had been all confuls, prsetors. or quaef- 
tors, ' . » • 
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With th^em he departed fr 9 m Aquilcia \ and arriving at Maxij^ui 
Home with a numerous and fplendid retinue, was received 
^iV rf Balbinus, Gordian, the fenate in a body, with 

'rlv 3nd conduced in triumph to the palace 

The two emperors governed with great prudence and mo- The tvife 
t^ration, enacted excellent laws, #dmini(lered jullice with odminiJira> 
the utmoil impartiality, maintained the military difeipline 
with due rigour, paid great refpeft and deference to the 
fenate, and condudled themfelves in all affairs with fuch 
wifdom, equity, and ^oderationj that they were in a man- 
ner adored by the fenate and people ^ But the happinefs 
and iranquility, which they enjoyed under thefe excel- 
lent princes, were of (host duration. The Carpi, a people 
beyond the Danube, palCng that river, ravaged the pro- 
vince of Mcefia ; the Goths, provoked perhaps by the death 
of Maximinus, invaded the Roman territories on the lide 
of Scythia 5 and the Perfians, who had continued quiet 
fince thc^year 233, when Alexander made war upon them, 
threatened the Eaffern provinces. It was therefore agreed 
among the princes, that Maximus ihould march againli the 
Perfians, Balbinus againfl the Goths and the Carpi, and 
Gordian remain in the mean time at Rome. ^ 

But while great preparations were making for the intend- Tht 
ed expeditions, the praetorian guards, diffatisfied to fee t^rium 
princes, who had been created by the fenate, fo much ap- 
plauded, and provoked at the bi^er invefiives which were 
daily uttered againfl Maximinus, and refledlcd flo fmall 
difhonour upon them, who had raifed him to the empi^e^ 
began to mutiny, and complain, that the right of naming 
the emperors, which had hitherto proved fo advantageous 
lo them, was taken out of iheir hands, and transferred to 


■n Herodiin. lib. viii, p. 620. 
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tti£ Befide^i they grew jealoiu of the 6eritiah$, 

whom MaxiiAus had brought to Rome with a defign, as 
they imagined^ to difeharge the prxtorian guards^ as Sepw 
timiuB Severus had foimerly donCf and to take the Ger-* 
mans in their room. Being thus prejudiced againil the 
empeiors, they relblved to difpatch them and refome their 
pretended authority, by elefling another (bvereign. Hav-« 
lEtg taken this refolution^ they only waited for an opportu- 
nity of putting it in execution, which foon offered ; for the 
Capitoline games being celebmted a few days after, add 
moff of the emperors guards and domeflics reforting thither, 
^the difeoutented and mutinous foLdiery marched immedi- 
ately to the palace, where the two princes were left almolt 
alone. Maximus, informed of their arrival before they 
had entered the palace, propofed to call the Germans to 
Jealou/ies his ai&ffance, but was t^ppofed by Balbinus. For thefc two 
he^'ween princes were not, though poiTeued of great qualities, free 
private jcaloufics. Balbinusiwas piqued at the extra- 
ordinary honours which ^he fenate had conferred upon his 
colleague, as if the death of Maximinus, and bleffings 
thence accruing, had been chiefly owing to him ; and be- 
fides, looked upon him as one greatly inferior to himfelf 
in birth and Rf^iUty. On the oth^r hand, Maximus know- 
ing himXelf to be the better foldlbr, and abler com- 
mander, tacitly claimed on that account the chief au- 
thority. Thefc mutual jealouhej^, though prudently con- 
cealed, and rather gueifed at by others than feen, bred fome 
mifunderilaRdiiig l^tween them, and finally occalioned the 
min of both^ For Balbinus, not giving credit to what he 
was told of the deflgns of the praetorian guards, but rather 
fufpcfkliig that his colleague intended to employ the Ger- 
mans againll him^ would not fuffer Maximus,, to whom 
they were greatly attached, to fend for them. This dif- 
pute gave time to the pr^torian guards to break into the 
palace^ and difperfe fuch of the emperor’s friends and do- 
meftics as offered to oppofe them. Whea they came to 
the apartment where the tvvo princes were, they ruftied 
^ upon them with inex*prei£ble fury, t4}re in pieces their im- 
perial robes, dragged them out of the palace, with a deflgn 
to cany ^em to their camp^ grounded and infulted them 
in amoftoutcageoBS manner. But^hik they were hurry- 
ing Asm through the city, being informed (hat the Ger- 
mam had taken ami, and were advancing to refeue the 
•fhn are ^ princes, they killed them both, and leaving their bodies ia 
boihkiUidm theftreet, setired to the camp, carrying with them young 
. Gonliaiii whom they p^laimed emperor, giving out, to 
appeafethe populate,, that they had killed thofe whom the 
8 . * people 
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people had at firtl rejeAed, and elevated the perfon whom 
they had demanded. The German S| informed that the 
empcTWs were killed, retired, without committing any 
hoftilitics, to their quarters without the city. Thus Gor- 
dian remained in peaceable poffeflion of the empire". 

Maximus and Balbinus had reigned about one year and two 
months. 

Of the defeent and birth of Gordian we have fpoken 
above. He was, according to Herodian, the fon of Ju- 
nius Balbus, by the filler of Gordian the younger, from 
whom he borrowed the name of M. Antonius Gordianus, 
as he is llyled in all the ancient inferiptions. He was about ^ 
thirteen years old when he came to the empire, and confe- 
qucntly mull have been born jn the year 225, the fourth of 
Alexander's reign. He was a youth of a py temper, 
comely afpedl, and exceeding mild difpofition ; which 
gained him the alFeftion of all who approached him. Ca- 
pitolinus tells us, that he was beloved by perfons of all 
ranks more than any prince hack ever been before him. 

The fenate ufed to ftyle him their fon, the foldicrs their 
child, and the people their darling. He was addiAed to 
(tudy, and well inftrufted in moll branches of polite lite- 
rature. He had all the liCcelTary qualifications for forming 
an excellent prince ; iBut, as he wanted experience, and 
fiich^ mother to dircA and advife him as Mamsa, in the 
beginning of his reign hcifell into the hands of Maurus, 
and fome other crafty freedmen and eunuchs, who, abufing 
the confidence hc*repofed in them, perfuaded him to do 
many things which he ever after regretted, fhey foon 
drove all good men from the pourt, raifed to the firlt em- 
ployments perfons altogether unworthy of them, p undcred 
J^he treafury. and did all the mifehief which wicked and 
avaricious minifters are capable of doing ^ In the begin- 
ning of the year the young prince entered upon his firft con- 
fulftip, to which he had been named m the reign of ^axi- 
mus and Balbinus, and took for his colleague Aviola.^ He 
now entertained the people with magnificent in or- 

der to make them forget their paft heats and animofitics. 

In the following year, when ^binus was 
cpnd time with Venuftus, Sabinianus revolted iif Africa, isdijeulid, 
and caufed himfclf to be proclaimed 

vernor of Mauritania reduced the rebels to fuch a derperatc 
fituation, that they delivered up Sabinianus, 
legcd their fault, and fubmitted. AU the parufans of Sa- 
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blnlanus were pardoned, but what was his fate we are not 
informed. Next year the emperor took upon him hisfecond 
confulfhip, having Fompeianus Civica for his colleague. 
The young prince married Furia Sabina Tranquillina, the 
daughter of Mifitheus, who was immediately honoured 
with the title of Augulta ; bat whether he had any chil- 
dren by her hiftory docs not relate. He chofe MiGtheus 
for his father-in-law, purely on account of his wifdom, in- 
tegrity^ and learninE', aifd appointed him captain of the 
guards, that he might have a.perfon of his extraordinary 
talents with whom to advife, not caring to trull to his own 
judgment. Mifitheus had no fooner taken poflelTion of that 
important employment, than he acquainted the emperor 
with the mifcondu£l of Maurus, and bafe praflices of the 
other freedmen and eunuchs ; who were all difeharged, and 
banifhed the court. He refpefled Mifitheus as his father, 
gave him that title, ordered him to call him his fon, and 
returned thanks to the fenate for didinguiAiing his father- 
in-law with the titles of Father of Princes and Guardian of 
the Republic ; titles which he well deferved, being one of 
the few miniders who are faid to have had nothing in view 
but the glory of their prince, and the welfare of the date* 
In the courfe of this year ^ dreadful earthquake ruined a 
great many cities, and dedroyej infinite number of 
people ^ 

When C. Vettius Aufidius Atj^jeus and C. Afmius 'Prx- 
tpxtatus were confuls, Rome was alarmed with infurrec- 
tion§ in the £ad, where the Peffians, under the conduQ of 
Sapor, fon and fucceifor to Artaxerxes, the redorer of the 
Ferfian monarchy, had entered the Roman dominions at 
the head of a formidable army, reduced all Mefopotamia, 
with the cities of Niftbis and Carrh^e \ and committed mod 
dreadful ravages in Syria. He had even i|iade himfelf maf- 
tcr of Antioch, and threatened to pverrrun the other pro- 
vinces, mod of the Romans who defended them havijig 
lided Vhemfelves in his army. Gordian refolved to march 
in perfon agairid fo formidable an enemy. Having there- 
fore caufed the temple of Janus tmbe opened, according 
to the ancient cudom, which had been long omitted, and 
perfiapsawas never after p^adlifed, he fet out for Rome this 
year 242, the fourth of his reign, with a numerous and well- 
difciplined army. Taking his route through Mcefia, he 
4c:df|ted, in that province, the Goths and Sarmatians, who 
difputed his palTagei and obliged them to abandon their 
conqueds, and return to their refp»£tive countries. Uow- 

f Gord. yit. p. 161, i6ai i6}f 
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ever, he v^ worfted by the Alani in the celebrated plains 
oEPbiWppi inMacedon, or, as others w\U have it, ofPhi- 
lippopolis in Thrace'. But the Barbarians neg\e£ted to 
improve their viaory, and retired. Gordian purfued his 
march unmolelted" through Thrace, and, palling the Hel- 
lefpont, arrived fafe in Alia. 

From the Hellefpont he marched through Alia into Sy- Yr. of FI, 
ria, where he gained Ggnal advantages over the enemy, of »!»o- 
which hiftorians give us but a edhfufed account. However, ^ ***| 
they all agree, that he overcame the Perfians in fcveral ' 
battles ; that he recovered the cities of Nifibis and Carrha;, j,. 
and obliged Sapor, with his powerful and numerous army, ft^eJby 
to abandon the, Roman dominions, and retire with Iham^ j 

and difgrace into his own country, whither he purfued him 
as far as Ctefiphon'. He wrote to the fenate upon his ar- 
rival at Nifibis in Mefopotamia, informing them of the ad- 
vantages he had gained over the Barbarians in Macedon and 
Thrace : proceeding to enumerate his vidlpries over the 
Perfians, he tells the fathers, that he had delivered the An- 
tiochians from the Perfian yoke, recovered Carrh*, and 
other cities, and was arrived at Nifibis, whence he dcfign- 
cd to proceed to Ctefiphon, “provided the Gods, adds he, 
continue their proteftion to us, and preferve Mifitheus, n^ 
father and captain of flie guards, by whofe wife condutt 
we haveatchieved thefe, and hope to accomplilh ftill greater 
things. It is incumbei^ upon you, confeript fathers, to 
appoint public proceffions, to recommend us to the gods, 
and to return thanks to Mifitheus.” Upon the receipt of this Gariin u 
letter the fenate decreed a triumph to the emperor, and a 
triumphal chariot to Mifitheus, with a pompous infcription, 

Avline him the Father of Princes, Captain of the Guards, tbmatti- 
and the Guardian of the Republic “. This infcription, 
which was placed on the bafis of his triumphal ftatue, is fiaiut. 
ftill to be feen at Rome almoft entire. 

But the happinefs which the whole empire enjoyed un- 
der the government of Gordian, and the w^e =*di*iniftra- 

tion of Mifitheus, was of V Arri-f.Ini 

in the following year, during the confullhip of Arrianui 

and Papus, and by his laft will left the Roman people hiP 
heirs. Upon his dmth, Philijr was appointed paptain of 
ih" guards, and commander in chief, under the emperor. 
of all the forces in the Eaft *. Neat year, when 1 eregri- 
Jus and JEmilianus were confuls, the emperor entered .be 
Perfian dominions, in order to profecute the war which he 
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fo fueccfsfully bcguh. FlotinuS) the celebrated philo-i 
fiipber*, lifteckhimfelf in bis army, hoping by thefe meatiK 
to have an opportunity of conferring with the Feriian and 
Indian philofophw 

Philip no fooner faw himfelf raifed to the important poft 
of captain of the guards, than he began to afpirc to the fo- 
vereignty itfelf. As the foldiers were greatly attached to 
the young prince, in order to leflen their affe^ion to him, 
he fometimes marched them into places where no provi- 
iions could be obtained ; at q^her times feiit the veflela 
y^hich attended the army, loaded with corn, another way \ 
hoping that the troops, diilrefled for want of fupplies, 
'Would, notwithftanding their attachment to Gordian, be- 
gin to mutiny ^ nor was he miifaken in his conJe£lure, the 
xnofl turbulent among them, whom Philip had gained, 
whlfperingi that Gordian, a youth only nineteen years old, 
yVRS not ht to command fuch powerful forces ; that they 
wanted fuch a general as Philip, whom long experience 
had taught how to govern an empire, how to command an 
army X. Gordian, however, advanced againfl Sapor, and, 
fueetiiig him in Mefopotamla, totally defeated on the banksi 
of the Aboras, or Ahuras., and obliged him to take fheltev 
in the heart of his qwp dominions 

But while the young conquerpr waSrpurfuing the advan- 
tages of his viOory, Philip, who had already corruptedjihe 
chief officers of the army, led th^ troops through barren 
9Qd defert countries, where, through failure of provilions, 
which they aferibed to want of experience mi Gordian, they 
openly mutinied, and demanded, that Philip might reign 
in conjunQion with (ilordian, as his guardian and gover- 
por. The virtuous young emperor, unwilling to (lied Ro-^ 
man bipod, granted them their requeft^ and took Philip for 
his pj^rtner in the empire ) who, feeing himfelf upon a le- 
vel with his fovereign, (oon began to ufurp an authority 
oyer him, ynd to difpofe of all employments, as if he had 
h^en foKt emperor. This prefumption Gordian could not 
'brar, and therefore attempted to depofe him ; but Philip’^ 
^Fty prevailing, he was himfelf depofed, and murdered by 
uiurper. His death happened about the beginning of 
March I, ^fter he had lived nineteen jears, and reigned 
five year# and eight months. He was killed on the farthefh 
borders of Ferf^, in the place where his tomb was to be 
in the year 363, beyond the Euphrates and the Abo^* 

* Porphyr. Vit. Plot. p. s, y Gord- Vit. p. 163. Zod lib. u 
p, 64K z Antqdim Wii. ? Cod. Jud, lib. iii. tit. 
iFp- 7, P. BI3» 
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ras, between the cities of Cercufa, which Hood near the con- 
flux of thofe rivers, and Dura, fituated very n^ar the latter, 
about twenty miles diftance from the former river. The 
place waB called Zantha or Zai'the The foldiers ereEled Hij temh 
a ftalely tomb to the memorv of the deceafed emperor, with W r/i- 
the following epitaph in the Greek, Latin, Perfian, He- 
brew, and Egyptian tongues, that it might be read by all 
nations : To the deified Gordian, who conquered the 

Ferfians, Goths, and Sarmatians, fupprefTed the civil dif- 
cords, fubdued the Germane, but could not overcome the 
Philips ’' The laft words allude, according to Capitolinus, 
to his having been overcome by the Alani in the plains of 
Philippi, and his being killed by Philip =. But we cannot 
be perfuaded that this epitaph was put up during the life 
and reign of the emperor Philip. All thofe who had im- 
brued their hands in the blood of this excellent prince, pe- 
riftied foon after. Capitolinus writes, that they difpatched 
themfelves with the fame fwords which they had employed 
againft him (S). • 


Amminn. lib. xxlii. p- z44— *4.6. Zof. lib. iii. p* 716. Nons^ 


Epift. p. 187. c Gord. Vit. p. 

(S) The writers who flou- 
rlfhed under Gordian wel%, Cen- 
Ibrinus, who wrote, or rather 
finilhed, his famous bppk,^inT 
titled, De die Natali, in the 
fii-ft year of that pnnee’s reign, 
Herodian, who wrote, in eight 
books, the hiftory of the em- 
perors, from the death of M. 
Aurelius to that of Maximus 
and Balbinus, Under Gordian 
likewife flouriftied Arrian, a 
Greek hiftorian, quoted by Ca- 
pitolinui in his hiftory ot the 
reigns of Maximinus and Gor- 
dian ( 0 , and.£liuB Julius Cor- 
dus, often quoted by the Au- 
guftinehiftorians (2). Rewrote 
the lives of the emperors, from 
Trajan to the two Gordians ; 
but filled his hiftoij, according 
to Capitolinus, with many im- 
pertinent and trifling accounts, 
^lius Sahious wrote the life of 

(,) Voir. Hift. Grxe. lib. iv. 
fi) Voir. Hift. Lat. lib. ii. cap. 
Voir. Hift. Lat. lib. \l cap. i 


165- 

Maximinus ; Vulcanius Tcmn- 
tianus was author of the livei 
of the three Gordians, in whofe 
times they lived, and Curiui 
Fortunatianus wrote the hiftory 
of the reign of the two Maxi- 
mins, Some pretend, that the 
hiftory of Fortunatianus is ftill 
extant, and lodged in the em- 
peror's library ; nay, that it 
was formerly printed in Italy. 
In the reign of the emperor 
Conftantinc were ftill extant 
fome books of epigrams by Fa- 
bilius, a Greek grartflnarian, 
and one of the preceptors of 
Maximtnus the younger, and 
various poems written by Toio-» 
titH, a fenator of the family of 
Antoninus Pius. He married 
Junia Fadilla, formerly be- 
trothed to young Maximinus, 
and died foon after he had dif- 
chargedthe office ofprxtor (3)- 

Q. 17. Maximin. Vit. p. 

3, p. 179. Macrin. Vit. p. 93 - 

• PhUip 
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BirfA and 
pxtraffign 


Philip was bom in Boftrai a city of Arabia Petrsai of 
a very mean defcent ; for bis father is faid to have been a 
famous captain of banditti in that country In the an- 
cient inferiptions he is ftyled M. Julius Philippus, and his 
wife Marcia Otacilla Severa. He had a fon, named like- 
wife Philip, born in the year 237, confequently feven years 
old when his father feized the empire. The emperor him- 
felf was at that time, according to the chronicle of Alex- 
andria ”, about forty i bfit Aurelius Vidlor fuppofes him 
to have been much older (T).^ He no fooner faw himftlf 
invefled with the fovereign power, than he declared his Ton 
Czfar, and though but feven years old, fhared the empire 
■^ith him. He then wrote to the fenate, acquainting them 
with the death of Gordian, which he falfly aferibed to a 
natural diftemper, and with his own eleiHion ^ Philip, de- 
iirous to return to Rome, immediately concluded a peace 
. with the Ferfians, and led back his army into Syria. He 
arrived at Antioch before Eader, which, according to Eu- 
febius was celebrated this year on the fourteenth of 
April ; and from thence departed for Rome, where he was 
received with the ufual demon ftrations of joy by the fenate 
and people ; whofe affeflions, though they at firll Teemed 
averfe to him, he foon gained, by his mild adminiftration, 
andconciliatingbchaviour^. He appoifitedhisbrotherPrifcus 
commander in chief of the troops in Syria, and Severianus, 
his father-in-law, general of the fprees in Mceda and Mace- 
don, perfons ill qualified for thofe important pods ^ 

In the following year the emperor entered upon his firft 
confulfhip, having Titianus for his colleague ; and foon 
after, leaving the city, marched againft the Carpi, who, 
pafling the Danube, had invaded Mceda, and plundered 
Dtfeati ihi great part of that province. The emperor defe^ed them 
in two battles, and obliged them to repafs the Danube, and 


Hr con" 
etudes a 
peace wiih 
ikf Per* 
Jians. 


d Gord. Vit. p. i6|. Zonar. p. Vift. Epit. « Chron. 

Alexani. p. 630. r Goedun. Vit. p. 164.. E Eiifeb. 

lib. vi. cap. 34^. ** Aur. Vift. Zof. lib. i. p. 646. J Ibid, 

p. 64 »i * 43 - 


(T) Whether or not Philip 
was the drd Chriftian emperor, 
has been the fubje£l of great 
difputcB among the learned. 
The affirmative feems to us by 
far the mod probable, being 
maintained . by the following 
writers; namely, Jerom, Chry- 
iibfloai, Dionydus of Alexan- 


dria, Zonaras, Nicephorus, Ce- 
drenus, Rufinus, the chronicle 
of Alexandria, Syncellus, Oro- 
iius, Jomandes, the anonymous 
writer publiQi^ by Valedus, 
with Ammianus Marcellinus, 
the learned cardinal Bona, A- 
bulfaragiuB, Vincentius, Lirin- 
enfu, and Huetius. 
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fuc for peace ; ^Vich he readily granted anJ r « • j 

Rome. Next year, when Prsefens and Alhinus we^^o^ 
fills, nothing happened at Rome, or in the province, whkh 

hiflonans hare thought worth tranfinitting to pofteritv ex- 
cept the deftruftion of the theatre of PompeyJ^ by firJ and 
another ftately building called Centum ColLL, or the 
Hundred Pillars. In the beginning of the following year 
the emperor entered upon his fecond confuHhip, wiVhU 
fon, whom he honoured with the title of Auguftus, and 
Veiled with the tribunitial gpwer Both^princes retained 
the fafees all this and the following year, to celebrate with 
the greater pomp and magnificence the thoufandth year of 
Rome, begun on the twenty-firft of April of the year 247/ 
of the Chrillian xra, and fifth of Philip’s reign, according 
to the computation of Varro, which was then followed by 
moft hilforians and chronologers. Extraordinary rejoicings 
were" made in the city, (hews of all kinds exhibited for ten 
days together, and an incredible number of wild beafts, rc- 
ferved by Gordian for his triumph over the Perfians, killed, 
and diftributed among the people*^ This year .he emperor 
publiftied an edidt, forbidding, under the fevereft penalties, 
all manner of unnatural luft, and thofe infamous pradiices 
which had long prevailed in Rome, being countenanced by 
the wicked, and toliftrafed by the good princes When 
M. ^milianus was the fecond time conful with Julius Aqui- 
linus, the Eaftern provinces, no longer able to pay the taxes 
with which they were oppreffed, nor endure the haughty 
conduct of Prifrius, their governor, openly revolted, and 
proclaimed Papianus, or Jotopianus, emperor j but he was 
foon killed, and his death put an end to the dilturbances 
on that fide \ At the fame time the provinces of Mcefia 
and Pannonia rebelled, and elected P. Carvilius Marinus, 
who was but a ccntuiion. In confequence of this revolt, 
Philip, in great confternation, intreaCed the fenate either to 
enable him to quafh the rebellion, or to depofe him, if they 
were diflatisfied with his condu£I. Thi^ unexpedldA fpeech 
furprifed the fenate ; but Decius, while the other fenators 
continued filent, addreflin^ the emptror, tohl him, that he 
had no reafon to fear Marinus, whofe prefumption, a.s h? 
was unequal to any great undertaking, would (pon prove 
his ruin. 

What Dqcius had foretold, happened a few days after, 
when Marinus was killed by thofe very perlons who had 

Onuph. p. z6o. Goltz.'p. 107. • Pagi, p, 747. Spanh. 

lib. iii. p. 147, *" Alex. Vii. p, izi. Aur. Vjft. “ Zof. lib. i. 
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raifcd him to the empire. Philip then recalling his fathcr- 
in-lzw Sevcfiinuaj oblifeiF Decius^ much againft his in- 
c^madon^ to accq>tof the government of Moefia and Fan- 
nonia. He no fooner appeared therei than the fbldiers pro- 
claimed him emperor, and forced him to accept the fove- 
rcignty, threatenine him with death, if he declined the 
offer. Fear, therefore, getting the better of his fidelitj, he 
IbfFcred himfelf to be arrayed with the imperial purplci and 
the foldiers to fwear allegiance to him. Zonnras tells us. 
that he immediately wrote to Philip, affuring him, that he 
would rehgn the fovereignty as foon as he reached Rome 
But Philip, without relying upon fuch promifes, marched 
^th the greateft expedition againfl; the ufurper, hoping to 
furprife him. His Ton he left Rome, with a detachment 
of the praetorian guards, to over-awe the city. Decius, 
having timely notice of his march and approach, received 
him with his troops in order of battle. An aftioii enfued, 
in which great numbers of Philip’s troops were cut in 
pieces, and the reft obligq^l to retire to Verona, where he 
hin^felf was killed by the army. The news of his death 
no fooner reached Rome, than the praetorian guards dif- 
patched his Ton, who was then in their camp. 8uch was 
the end 6f the emperor Philip, aft;cr he had reigned five 
years, and fome months. Both he afid his fon were, ac- 
cording to Eutropi us*, ranked among the gods; a circijm- 
Rance which fliews, that his adiriniftration was not dif- 
pleafing to the fenate, though he had fucceeded Gordian, a 
prince fo much and fo univerfally beloved (U), 

Upon the death of Philip and his fon, Decius was ac- 
knowleged emperor, firft by the foldiery, and foon after by 
the fenate and people, who wanted both ftrength and cou- 
rage to difpute the eleftion of the new prince, He was a 


* Zonar. p< 119. p Cod. Juft. Jib. ix. tit. 3a. leg. 6. p. 489, 

h lib. viii. tit. 56. leg. i. p. 804, &c. 


(U) Eufebiua and Dipuyiius 
of Alexandria, who was, raifed 
{o that fee ip his reign, tell us, 
that under him the Chriftian re- 
ligion was publicly preached ; 
that it flouriflied and encreafed 
more than it had done under 
uny other prince ( i ), Of Phi- 
lip, the fon, authors obferve, 
|.bat he was of fuch a grave, or 

(1) Eufeb. lib. vi. cap. jo, 
Alexand. p« 6^0, 


rather melancholy temper, that 
no one could, by any contriv- 
ance, ever make him laugh or 
fmile, Both he and his mo- 
ther Marcia Otacilia Severn 
profelTed, according to Bt. Je- 
rom (2), and the chronicle of 
Alexandria (j), Che ChriftiaQ 
religion. 

(t} Hier. Cbron. (3) Chroq, 
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native of Bubalia, or Budalia, a town in the terrltorf 7*, j,-,,* 
of Sirmium, in Lower Pannonia, and, acco-ding to the amt defeat 
chronicle of Alexandria S raifed to the empire in the e/Deciiu. 
fifty-feventh, but according to Vifior the younger, only 
in the forty-feveiith year of his age. He had by his wife 
Flerennia Etrufcilla four fons^ namely, IDccius, Ifoltilianus, 

Etrufeus, and Trajan. The name of Melfius was common 
to them all j whence we may conclude, that it was the 
name of the family. The empeibr is ftyled, in the ancient 
iiffcriptioiis, Caius h^eflius ^ij^irrtus Tr^anus Dccius. ffe Hisekit^ 
was, according to Zofimus his paiiegyriif, defeended of an 
illuftrious family, and endowed with every good quality 
Viaor the younger ftyles him the belt of princes, and Vo- 
pifeus equals him to the molt renowned commanders of an- 
tiquity He was no fooncr vefted with the fovereienty, 
than he declared his eldeft fon C*far, and Prince of the 
Youtfi. The fame title he foon after beftowed upon his 

three other fons '. . . .r , , n rr- , 

In the very beginning of his reign he raifed the moll Hit creel 

dreadful perfccutioii that had ever oppreffed the church, in- 
flamed byhis zeal for the declining caufe of pagamfm, which 
he faw faully undermined by the wonderful progrefs of 
Chriftianity. Concludinff therefore, that the one could not 
be fupported but by tile utter ruin of the other, he cnaQcd 
molt cruel edidls againft all whoprofefled the Chriftian re- 
ligion (W). This perfeeption, however, did not rage, with 
great violence, above a year, the emperor and magiftrates 
king, by the invijion of feveral barbarous nations, diverted 
from fearebing after the Chriftians ; for, about Ac end of 
the firft year of Decius’s reign, when be was conful for the 
fccoiiJ tunc with Vicius Grains, the Scythians, that is, the 
Goths, having pafled the Danube, under the conduft of 


s Chron. Alexand. p. 631. ' ZoClib. i. p. 6^. » Aur. 

Vift.p aaj- t feolt*. p. 109- Onuph.p. x6i. Occd, P.4.S4. 

fW) He vented his rage ainongft wild beafts, tllhn men 
chiefly upon the bilhops, of who had divefted thcmfelvea of 
whom many were fei^d, in- feahn and humanity. ^““6 
humanly racked and executed ; thefe was the celArated herniK 
and, among the reft, Fabian Paul, who, wididraWmg mto 
bilhop of Rome, Babylaa hi- thedefotsof E^pt, led a 

«»p I*".™; 


IIIUW — I W 

der bilhop of Jernfalem. Great years it It 
numbers of Chriftians fled to father and 
barren mountains, rocks, Md of Anchoi 
deferts, choofing rather to live 
(4) filer. Vit. Paul, p. i37' 
he. cap. 4> 


years at leaft, and became the 
father and founder of the order 
of Anchoreti (4). 
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their kin? Ci|ivai invefted the city of Eulterium in Lowei' 
Mcefia ; out meting with a vigorous oppoQtion from Gal- 
lUs, who' was afterwards empcrori they raifed the fiegc, 
and attacked Nicopolisi another city in the fame province. 

Decius difpatched his cldeft fen againft the Barbarians^ at 
the head of a numerous and well-difciplined army ; who 
falling upon them unexpeficdly, cut thirty thoufand of 
them in pieces^ and obliged the red to retire beyond Mount 
Haemus, which parted Mtefia from Thrace : however, they 
foon recruited their army, andj entering Thrace, laid fiege 
to Philippopolis on the Hebrus. Young Decius hadened to 
ithe relief of the place; but while his troops were rcfrcfliing 
themfelves, after a long march, in the neighbourhood oT 
Bcroca, a city of the fame province, Cniva, coming fud- 
denly upon them, dedroyed the whole army, and obliged 
the young prince to fave himfelf by flight into Mrelia. 
Cniva then returned before Philippopolis; and, having made 
himfelf mader of the place, maflacred the inhabitants to 
the number of one hundred thoufand without didin£tion 
of fex or age ravaged Thrace, and laid wade great part 
of Macedon, where L. Prifeus, probably brother to the late, 
emperor, commanded at that time ; but he, indead of op- 
ponng, joined the enemy, and c?ufed himfelf to be pro- 
claimed emperor. Decius, who had remained at Rome to 
confecrate the walls of the city, which he had ordered to 
be built, or rather repaired, immediately fet out for Pan- 
nonia ; where, in the beginning of the following year, he 
took upon him his third confulfhip, and hdnoured with that 
dignity his elded fon, ilyled, in the inferiptions of this 
year, Q-Hcrennius Decius Caefar Decius overcame the 
Goths, feys ZofimuB, in feveral engagements, obliged them 
to relinquidi the booty they had taken, and drove them out 
of the Roman dominions. Prifeus was declared by the fe- 
nate a public enemy, and flain ; but where, or in what 
manne^^ hidory does not inform us. 

From Thrace the emperor wrote to the fenate, acquaint- 
ing them, that he deflgned to re-edabli(h the office of cen- 
: for, leaving to them the choice of a perfon 6t for the dif- 
charge of fe great a trud. , The fenate, upon the receipt of 
the emperor’s letter, aifembled in the temple of Cador and 
Pollux and there, indead of waiting till their votes were 
afked, cried out with one voice, as foon as the letter was 
read, Let Valerian be cenfor ; let him cenfure and cor- 
redt the faults of others who has no faults of his own.*' 
Of Valerian, who was raifed to the empire two years after^ 

■ Ammian. lib. xx^i. p. * Zof. Hb. i. p. §44. Jor- 

aandi de Reb. Ggth. cap, p* 637. > Spanh. p< 934. 
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we (hall fpeak in a more proper place. He was then in 
Thrace with Decius ; who, upon his receivfhg the decree 
of the fenate, caufed it to be publicly read ; exhorted Va- 
lerian not to decline an office, to which he had been called 
by the republic with fuch extraordinary marks of efteem and 
diftinftion. Valerian earnedly intreated the emperor not 
to lay a burden upon him, to which he was in every re- 
fpe£l unequal ^ ; but does not tell us whether he was in the 
end prevailed upon to undertake*the office, 

* Soon after, the emperor ntarched agaiiifl the Goths, over- Decim 
came them, and reduced them to fuch difficulties, chat they gaitij ntw 
offered to releafe all the prifoners they had taken, and re- 
linquifh their booty, provided he would fuffcr them to re- 
tire unmoleffed : but Decii^ refolved to exterminate the 
whole nation, and deliver Rome from fo troublefome an 
enemy, fent Trebonianus Gallus, with a ftrong detach- 
ment* to cut off their retreat ; and, purfuing them clofe 
with the reft of the army, came up with them before they 
reached the Danube, and eng^ed them a fecond time. 

The Goths, knowing that all lay at ftake, fought like men 
in defpair. Young Decius (ignalized himfelf on this occa- 
fion, and isfaid to have killed many of the enemy with his 
own hand ; but being mortally wounded with an arrow, he 
fell from his horfe in ftie fight of the whole army. The cm- duj f, 
peror, feeing him fall, cried out to his foldiers, without 
betraying the leaft concern, “ We have loft but one man ; 
fcllow-foldiers, let not fo fmall a lofs difeourage you.” 

Having uttered ihcfe words, he ruflied into the midft of 
the enemy; but, inftead of revenging the death of his fon, andUU^ 
was himfelf furrounded on all fides, overpowered, and wifi the 
flain- , 

The Gotha, after the death of Decius, purfued their vie- ykeRe- 
tory, and made a dreadful havock of the diffieartened army, man arw^ 
Such of the Romans as efcaped the general flaughter, fled w 
to the legions commanded by Gallus ; who, by pretending 
a great concern for the unfortunate end of Decius, ^nd the 
defeat of his army, and feigning to march againft the Bar- 
barians, gained the Ifearts of the foldiery, who, with loud^ 
acclamations, proclaimed him emperor. He immediately Yc. ofFL 
declared his fon Volufianus Cafar ; married him tD Heren- >599' 
nia Etrufcilla, the daughter of the deceafed prince ; and, A. D. * 51 , 
to remove all fufpicion of his being acceffary to the mif- ' 
fortunes which had- befallen him and his army, be adopted Qatluspra^ 
Hoftilianus, the only furviving fon of Decius ; conferred claimed 
upon him the title of Auguftus; vefted him with the tri- emperor. 

/ Valer. Vit. p, 173 ^ >74- , 
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btmitial power ; and appointed him coiiful for the enfu* 
in^ year Gaius Vibius Trebonianus Gallus was a native 
of the ifland of MeninXj on the coafl of Africa, called 
afterwards Garbai and at prefent Gerbi and Zarbi. Of 
his family no mention is made by the writers who have 
reached us; and all we know of his employments isi that 
he commanded the troops on the frontiers of Mceha in 2501 
and in the prefenc year 251. He was, according^ to the 
chronicle of AlexandrUj^ fifey-^feven, but, according to 
Vidior the younger, only forty-^ve, when raifed to the enr^i 
pire. Hodilia Severa, honoured^n fome medals with the 
title of Auguda, is fuppofed to have been his wife. His 
fon is ftyled in fome incriptions C. Vibius Volulianus, and^ 
in others, Annius Callus Trebonianus* His elef^ion was 
no fooner confirmed by the tenate, than, inflead of re* 
venging the death of .Decius, and the overthrow of his 
army, he concluded a diftionourable peace with the Guths | 
fufl^red them to retire unmolelled with all their booty and 
prifoners, among whom vvere many Romans of great dif- 
tin£tion ; and even engaged to pay them yearly a conGder^ 
able fum, provided they continued quiet in their ow^n 
country After having concluded this ignominious peacej 
he returned to Rome ; and, in the beginning of the follow- 
ing year* entered upon his hrllt confulfhip, taking his fort 
for his colleague. He began his reign with reviving all thd 
edicts which had been publifhed ]^y his predeceflbr againd 
the Chriftians, and caufed them to be put in execution 
with the utmod rigour. At the fame timCca dreadful plagud 
breaking out in Echiupia, 04 i the conGnes of Egypt) fpread 
over all the provinces of the empire, and fwept away in- 
credible numbers of people, efpecially at Rome, where it 
raged with great violence (X). The fame year Was re- 
markable for a general drought, a great famine, Arid wars 
kindled in moil parts of the empire. M. AuGdlus Ferpen- 
na Licinianus alTumed the title of Augudus \ but this re- 
volt wak foon fuppreifed ^ ; iii what manner, we arc entirely 


^ ZdC lib. i> p. 644. Gulitz. p. III. Zonrr p. 644. 
R&b. Goth. cip. i9' p- SSuf. p. 644, 

Occo. pk 4£4. ^ 


(X Some authors write, that 
It carried off, among the red, 
'Hodilianus, the fon of Deciui, 
foon after he had been honoured 
with the title of Augudus (1)1 


> Jornnnd. 
b Vj£l. Epit. 

but Zofimus adfures ui, that 
Gallui ciufed him to be put to 
death, uid then gave out thsdl 
he di^ of the plague (a). 


(«) Zof Pi 644, 


(1) Vi£l. Epit. 
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Ignorant. The' Goths, the Borani, the Carpi, ihe Bur- 
gun^, or Burgundlones, a people dwelling «n the banks of 
the Danube, broke into Moefia and Paiinonia ; the Scythi- 
ans over-ran Afia, and the Perfians, entering Syria, ra-i 
vaged that province, and even made themfelves mailers of 
Antioch A^milianusi who commanded in Mccfiai over- 
came the Barbarians in a pitched battlej and obliged them 
to quit the Roman dominions. 

Elated with this fuccefs, and^efjiiliog Gallus, who wal- JEmiUaiiui 
lowed in pleafures at Rome, while his generals were ex- ptcdaimij 
pofing their lives in defence of the empire, he caufed him- ‘’”1 ’*'" '» 
felf to be proclaimed emperor, and was fainted by the troops 
under his command, whbfe affeflions he had gained, with * 

Ihe titles of Auguftus and Father of his Country. ’ This 
revolt roufed Gallus from Dis lethargy, who immediately 
ordered Valerian to march with the Gaulilh and German 
legions , again this new rival. But ^milianus, without 
giving hirti time to alTemble his troops, advanced towards 
Italy, and, by long marches, arrived iit a Ihort time at In- 
teramna, now Terni, about thifty-two miles from Rome. 

There he was met by Gallus, and his fon, at the head of a 
confiderable array ; but the troops of the latter, defpifing GaBuj I, 
their leaders, flew them in the fight of ^milianus, and fy 
proclaimed him empeitr; Such was the end of the era- 
peror Gallus, after he had reigned a year and fix months 
No fooricr was intelligence of their death brought to Rome, jEmUiMuj 
than the fenate confirmeu the eledlidn of the foldiery, arid 
honoured the ne^^ pyiiice with the ufual titles. jEihilius 
.A^milianus, as Autelius Viftor calls him, or C. JuIiiJs 
milianus, as he is ftyled bn the ancient coins, was a Moor, 
of a very mean defcent. He had ferved from his youth in 
the Roinan armies, and raifed himfelf to the firll employ- 
ments in the ftate \ for he had been conful before he at- 
Uined the empire '. In the letter which he wrote to the 
fenate after the death of Gallus, he promifcd to drive the 
Goths out of Thrace, and the Perfians out of Mefopota- 
tnia and Armenia, to comport himfelf in every thing as the 
lieutenant of the republic, and to leave the exercife of the 
fovereign power to the fenate '(Y). The troops, which Va-*" 

* leriari 


c Zof. p. £44: Zonar. p. 131. 
p. 364. 'Zonar. p. 133. 


s SynCel. p. 37$. 
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(X) Aurelius Viftor writes, deration ; wherein he difagrees 
that he governed with great mo- with Zonaras, who tells us, that 
VoL.XIIIi li he 
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lerian was leading to the afliftancc of Gallusi hearing in 
Rhxtia that he was dead, refufed to fubmit to the new 
prince, and proclaimed their own general emperor ; who, 
thereupon, quickening his march, paiTed the mountains, 
and entered Italy at the head of a very numerous and well- 
difciplined body of troops. 

iEmilianus’s army no fooner underftood that Valerian, of 
whom they entertained a high opinion, had been pro- 
claimed emperor by the troops under his command, than 
they fell upon their own leader, and difpatched him, to 
avoid, fays Zonaras, a civil war, and the (bedding of the 
blood of their fellow-citizens, ^milianus was killed at 
Spoletum, now Spoleti, or at a bridge in that neighbour- 
hood ; which Viftor the younger pretends to have been 
thence called the Bloody Bridge. He died in the forty- 
(ixth year of his age, after a (hort reign of three, or, at 
moft, of four months* (Y). 

gUier. Chron. Eutrop. Aur. Vi£t. 

he adled more like a foldier than and, under the Chrifllan em- 
a prince, and did many things perors, to carry the great ftand- 
highly unbecoming an empe- ard with the crofs. They 
ror(i), were fupcrior in rank to the 

(Y) Eufebius does not even praetfor'tfn guards, and diftin- 
rank him among the emperors guifhed with particular badges 

(2] ; and is therein followed by peculiar to them. This corps 
the chronicle of Alexandria, coifiifted of three thoufand five 
and that of Nicephorus, in hundred men before JulHnian’a 
which Valerian is placed im- time, who ?s faid to have in- 
niediately after Gallus. Ac- creafed them to the number of 
cording to Aurelius Vidlor, Ai- five thoufand five hundred, 
milianus died a natural death They were divided into feveral 

(3) . In his reign C. Virius bands of horfe and foot, called 
Paulinus was governor of Rome, fcholae, and commanded by fomc 
and comes domelUcorum (4) , perfon of great diftlnftion, 
This is the firft time wc find llyled comes domefticorum (5). 
the latti r employment, which,’ From feveral infcriptions of this 
in the fourth century, became time, we learn, that the word 
very famous, mentioned in hif- comes was already a title of dig- 

i>tory- PanciroUus takes the nity; fo that the title of 
words domeftici and prote^o- or count, does nor, as fome 
res to bd fynonymous terms, imagine, owe its original entire- 
The province of the latter was ly to Conllantine. 
to guard the prince's perfon, 

(1) Zonnr. p. 133. (») Euftb. lib. vii. cap. 10. p. 155. (3) Ann 

Vifl. in JEmil. (4) Onuph. in Fait p. a6i. (5) Fancir. in 
Mot. Imp. Kom. cap. 
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iEmilianus being killed, the fenate, with great demon-* 
flrations of joy, conhrmed the eleQion oi«Valeriaii, and 
conferred upon his fon Gallienus the title of Cacfar. Va- 
lerian was defcended from one of the moil illuilrious fami- 
lies in Rome, had commanded armies, and difcharged, 
with great reputation, the chief employments of the em- 
pire, Doth civil and military. He was adored by perfons 
of all ranks, for his integrity, prudence, modeily, and 
extraordinary accomplifliments. * He was well vcrfed in all 
^e branches of learning, and had ever lived free from the 
vices which generally prevailed in thofe diflblute times. 
Thus he was univerfally judged worthy of the empire be- 
fore he attained it ; but was afterwards found unequal tb 
fuch a weighty charge ; whe'nce mod writers afcribe to his 
want of a£livity, prudence, *and refolution, the many cala- 
mities which befel the empire in his and his Ton’s reign K 
Before his acceffion to the empire, he was prince of the 
fenate, a rank which gave him a right to vote before all the 
confulars. Afterwards he commanded the third legion, 
and was, by degrees, raifed to the firil pods in the army. 
He attended Decius in his wars with the Goths, and was, 
while he continued with him in Thrace, named by the 
fenate to the cenforfliip, in the manner we have related 
above (Z). He began tiis reign with great applaufe, and 
condufled himfclf fo as to gain the ade£lions both of the 
fenaf’e and people, paying the utmod refpeft to the former, 
and eafing the other of the heavy taxes, with which they 
had been loaded, by his predeccflbrs. He enaftcd many 
excellent laws, and fupprefled mod of the diforders, which, 

h Eutrop. Zof. lib. i. p. 640. 

(Z) In the ancient infcrip- pire. By his fecond wife, nam- 
tions he is dyled P- Licinius ed by fome writers Mariniana 
Valerianus ; to thefe names (z), he had Valerian, who was 
Viftor the younger adds that twice cooful, to wit, in 2^8 
of Colobius ; and Onuphrius and 263, and honourea, cither 
quotes an infcription, in which by his rather, or by his brother 
he is named P. Aurelids Lid- Gallienus, with the title of^ 
nius Valerius Valerianus (i). Cafar (3) He had other Tons; 
He married two wives, and had foP Gallienus is faiil to have 
by the firft, whofc name is not married his brother’s ftn.^ and 
mentioned in hiftory, Gallienus, to have dyled himfelf The 
who fucceeded him in the em- Brother of many Pnuccs (4)* 

(t) Onupli, in Fail- p. z 6 i. (a) Birag- p. 361, (3) 

Vit. p, 175. Goltz, p. 114- (4) Idem jbid. 
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in thofc unhappy times, preTailedj not only at Rome, hut 
throughout thi empire. He employed only men of merit } 
and mod of thofe whom he preferred to the command of 
his armies, were afterwards raifed to the empire^. In the 
beginning of the following year 254, he entered upon his 
fecond confulfhip, with his fon Gallienus. Zofimus writes, 
that at the commencement of his reign, he took Gallienus 
for his partner in the empire, being induced to this adtion 
by the danger to which th^ empire, invaded on all iides by 
fit tmpire Barbarians, was then expofpd'^; for the Germans amt 
invadedoH the Franks committed great devailations in that part of 
flljidis 4if Gaul which bordered on the Rhine ; the Goths and the 
iht Barba- Carpi invaded the provinces of Mceha, Thrace, and Ma- 
cedbn ; and the Pcrfians, palling the Euphrates, over-ran 
Syria, Cilicia, and Cappadocia. Aurelian, at that tiine 
tribune of a legion quartered inMentz, fell upon the Franks 
while they vi'tre ravaging the neighbouring country, ITilled 
a great number, took many prifoners, whom he fold for 
flaves, and obliged the rgft to quit their booty, and re- 
tire (A). 

Thi Cir~ Valerian being conful the third time, and Gallienus the 
mans de- fecond, a great yiftory was gained in Germany by the latter, 
jtatedby who thereupon alTumed the title of Germanidus Maximus, 
fS^llienidj, 2s appears from fcvcral medals of tni^year* ; but what na- 
tion he overcame, whether the Franks, or the Alcnianni, 


1 Aur. Vit. p. 211. Trcbel. PoUio. Hift. Trigint. Tyrann. cap. 9. 
p. 189. Prob. Vit. p. 234. Zof. lib. i. p. 646, 1 Birag. 


P- 3^71?^ 57'’ 

(A) The country of the 
Franks, now for the firft time 
mentionedinhiflory, was boui>d- 
ed on the north by the ocean ; 
on the well by the ocean and 
the river Rhone; and on the 
fouth by^the Wefer : according 
to which defeription, they poi- 
felTed the modern countries of 
JiVeftphalia, HelTe, and fome 
adjacent Hates f I y. They wye 
a motly ^Kiultitude, confiHing 
of various German nations 
dwelling beyond the Rhine ; 
>\ hb, uniting in defence of their 


# 

common liberty, took thence 
the name of Franks, the 
word frank fignifyiug in thpir 
language, as it Hill does in ours, 
frre (2). Among them we find 
the following nations mention- 
ed, the Aftuarii, Chamavi, 
Brufleri, Salii, Frifii, Chauci, 
Amfivayi, and Catii (3). The 
Franks are fomctlmes called Si- 
cambri, becaufe they inhabited 
the country formerly pDircffed 
by that nation, which was 
lirely cut off by Au^uflus, 


( 1 ) Adrian. Valcf. Rer. Francicar. Buch. p. 209 . ( 2 ) Bach^^ 

ibidi ( 3 ) Adrian. Valef. Nbti Gall, p.'api. &iBucb. p. iio> 
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who inhabited the countries Iving between the Rhine, the 
Maine, and the Danube, hirtory does notideclarfe. The 
next confuls were Maximus and Glabrio, during whofc ad- 
miniftration Gallienus, with a body of ten thoufand men, 
defeated, if Zonaras is to be credited, three hundred thou- 
fand Alennanni in the neighbourhood of Milan ; vanquilhed 
the Heruli, a Gothic nation j and with great fuccefs made 
war upon the Franks 'We wilh that writer had given us 
a more dillinft account of thefe'heroic exploits. In Gaul, 
Tofthumius, a commander pf great prowefs and experience) 
gained great advantages over feveral German nations, who 
had invaded that province". Valerian being conful the 9 *Chri. 
fourth timci and Gallienus thirds a violent perfecution 
was raifed againft the Chri^ians ; Macrianus, a celebrated 
magician of £gypt, having feduced the emperor, who had 
been hitherto a great patron of the Chriftian religion, by 
perfuading him, that the affairs of the empire would never 
profper till the Pagan rites were reftored, and the religion 
of the Chriftians, fo odious to J^e gods, utterly abolifhed. 

This perfecution, commonly reckoned the eighth, laftecl 
three years ; that is, from the prefent year 257 to the year 
260, when Valerian was taken prifoner by the Perlians. 

Aurelian having fuc^eeded Ulpius Crinitiis in the com- 
mand of the troops*in Illyricum and Thrace, drove the rktCotht 
Goths out of thofe provinces, took an incredible num- 
ber of prifoners, and,, purfuing them beyond the Da- 
nubc, laid wafte their country, and returned to Moefia 
loaded with booty At the fame time Probus, palling the tim% 
Danube, defeated the Sarmatians and Quadi. About the 
latter end of this year the emperor, leaving Rome, fet out 
for the Eaft, to oppofe the Perfians, who had invaded Me- 
fopotamia and Syria, and committed dreadful ravages. He 
reached Byzantium in the beginnfng of the following year, 
when Memmius Tufeus and Ballhs were confuls ; and held 
a council, at which all the chief olHcers of the empire 
aflifted, to deliberate about the meafures to be latcn j for 7%^ P/r- 
Sapor, king of Perlia, had already feized all Armenia, 
made himfelf maftef of Nifibis and*Carrh£ in Mefopot^ runfiyiral 
mia, and, advancing into Syria at the head of a powerfuT 
army, had ravaged that provinct, and taken Aniioch. His 
guide in this expedition was Cyriades, defeendea of an il- 
lullrious family, but abandoned from his youth to all man- 
ner of wickednefs 3 infomuch, that not able to bear the re- 
|)roaches and wholefome admonitions of his father, he fled 


Zonar, Vit, Gallien. p- a35" " Trcbcl. Polls in Viti Trigint. 

^yrann. p. 18^ » Aurel^ Vit, 
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from home, and retired into Pcrfia, carrying thither a great 
quantity of go^ and Giver which he had purloined. There 
he entered into the fervice of the PerGan king, inftigated 
him to make war upon the Romans, and ferved him as a 
guide, being well acquainted with the countries, in his 
marches through Mefopotamia, Armenia, and Syria. Sa- 
por, after he had tajeen and plundered Antioch, returned 
intoPerfia, to difeharge his army of the immenfe booty 
with which they were encumbered ; and left Cyriades go- 
vernor of the conquered countries, who now alTumed the* 
title of Cxfar, and fobn after that of Auguilus, and was 
acknowleged emperor by moll of the eailern provinces p. 

'^At the fame time the Borani, a Scythian nation, crofling 
the Euxine Sea, furprifed and plundered the cities of Pytus 
inBafporus, and Trapezus in Pontus-, then, advancing to 
the neighbourhood of Byzantium, they croifed over into 
AGa, and furprifed the cities of Chalcedon, Nicsea, Apa- 
Qiza, Prufa, and feveral other places, which they plunder- 
ed 9 and then returned, loaded with riches, into their own 
country Next year, wheb Secularis and BaGus were con- 
fu}s, Valerian marched from Cappadocia, whither he had 
purf^ued the Scythians, into Syria, recovered Antioch, and 
advanced into Mefopotamia, where he met Sapor, attacked 
him, but, by the treachery of Maciriaaus, who perfuaded 
him to engage in a difadvantageous poll, loll the flower 
of his troops in the aflion, and was himfelf taken prifollcr^ 
Thus Zonarus, Aurelius Victor, Eutropius, and Agathias ; 
but Zozimus relates, that Valerian having, .after the battle 
in which he was defeated, been prevailed upon to confer in 
perfon with Sapor, was feized by that treacherous prince. 
Be that as it may, all authors agree, that he was taken pri- 
foner, carried in triumph by Sapor into PerGa, andinfulted 
in a moll difgraceful manner by that haughty conqueror ; 
who, after having {hewn him loaded with chains in all the 
cEief cities of his empire, treated him with great indigni- 
ties, making him his footGool whenever he mounted on 
borfeback*. HeVas taken in the year z6o, the feventieth 
year of his age, and Gieth of his reign,- being alive in the 
yBar263 ; and the chronicle of Alexandria tells us, that he 
did not die^ill the year 269.^ After his death his Imdy was 
fi^ed by^^Bapor’a orders, preferved in fait, and his Ikin 

r Vit. Trigint. Tyran. p. 1S5. ^ Zof. lib. i. p. 64B. ' Zo- 

nsr. p. 1 ) 4 . Vidl. Epit. Eutrop. Feft. Agatb. lib. iv. p. 153, 

• Oi'it. Conft. cap. a4, Laft. Pcrfecut. cap. 5. Orof. lib. vii. 
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dreifed, dyed red, and expofed m a templ^ ; where, to the 
' eternal ignominy of the Roman nlxne, it exhiUted to 
all foreign princes and ambafladors, as a lafling monument 
of the power of tile Perfian monarch (M). 

(M) We are told, that no- though moft foreign princes, 
thing grieved the unhappy Va- and even thofe who had allifl:- 
lerian, in his deplorable coi|^i- cd Sapor m his wars againft the 
tion, fo much as to fee hiinfelf Rt|jpans, did all that lay in 
entirely neglected by his fan their power to prevail upon 
Oallienus, who was fo far frorik him to grant the Roman em- 
erging the Perfian king to fet peror his liberty; but the 
him at liberty, or offering to haughty Perfian was too mueb^ 
ranfom him, that, on the con- ^elated with his fuccefs to be ter- 
trary, he expreffed uncom- rified with the menaces of his 
mon joy when news were * enemies, or to hearken to the 
brought him of his captivity intreaties of his friends. 


END OF THE THIRTEENTH VOLUME. 







